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Executive Summary 
 
Casey & Lowe undertook archaeological salvage excavation of the Penrith Plaza development area, 
the northern part of the block between Jane, Station and Riley Street (Figs 1, 3).  The client for the 
project was Bovis Lend Lease.  The main focus of the archaeological work was the extension of 
Penrith Plaza which involved the bulk excavation of the block bounded by Jane, Station, Henry and 
Riley Streets.  Part of this area was considered to have no or low archaeological potential.  During the 
archaeological program it was found that most of the western two-thirds of the site had been 
impacted by the late twentieth-century carpark and that only deeper sub-surface features survived in 
this area.   
 
The main archaeological results were found in association with the Red Cow Inn where considerable 
evidence of older additions and deposits were found and recorded prior to bulk excavation of this 
area.  There was evidence for two phases or rebuilding of the inn that preceded the later twentieth-
century buildings being demolished.  These include an early kitchen with footings built from large 
river cobbles and a later kitchen with a large stone fireplace.   Other remains found included evidence 
of a blacksmith’s shop to the south of the Red Cow (Area A), a cistern on Riley Street associated 
with the Millen family (Area C) and a second timber-lined well (Area B).   
 
Quantities of artefacts were found in association with these areas which reveal to us aspects of the 
lifeways of the occupants of these places.  Associated with the Red Cow Inn were a range of artefacts 
testifying to the provision of meals and accommodation to travellers along the Western Road who 
frequented the Inn.  Among these items were large transfer-printed serving platters and plates and 
transfer-printed cups and saucers.  These types of ceramics were quite different to those relating to 
the Millen house on Riley Street which was dominated by simple plain and gilded bone china 
teawares.  The deposits from the blacksmith’s shop testify to the role of the blacksmith in the 
maintenance of rural transport and machinery with the finding of artefacts such as horseshoes, buggy 
steps, a mould board for a plough, part of a harrow and tools for fixing this equipment and shoeing 
horses.  The artefacts from the site testify to the nature of a busy Inn and life in a rural town at the 
end of the nineteenth century.   
 
 
 

Cobble footings and surfaces from the Red Cow Inn      Ceramics from the Red Cow Inn 
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Archaeological Investigation 
Red Cow Inn & Penrith Plaza, Penrith 

 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Background 
Casey & Lowe undertook the archaeological investigation of the Penrith Plaza development area, the 
northern part of the block between Jane, Station and Riley Street between August and September 
2004 (Figs 1, 3).  The archaeological investigation was undertaken with a S139/140 approval from 
the NSW Heritage Office, 2004/S140/032.  The client for the project was Bovis Lend Lease.  The 
main focus of the archaeological work was the extension of Penrith Plaza which involved the bulk 
excavation of the block between Jane, Station, Henry and Riley Streets.  Part of this area was 
considered to have no or low archaeological potential.1  During the archaeological program it was 
found that most of the western two-thirds of the site had been impacted by the late twentieth-century 
carpark and that only deeper sub-surface features survived in this area.  The main archaeological 
results were found in association with the Red Cow Inn where considerable evidence of older 
additions and deposits were found and recorded prior to bulk excavation of this area.   
 
In addition, some archaeological monitoring was undertaken in the area of Jane Street, immediately 
to the north of the Red Cow.2  This area was once part of the property of the Inn.  As Penrith Council 
was the client for this work a separate report was written.  This area was found to contain evidence of 
garden-related features.  Additional monitoring was undertaken during September 2005 in the area of 
the beer garden near Jane Street where remains of a well were found.  The results of this are 
discussed in Section 3.6.   
 
This site was assessed as being of Local heritage significance and the results of the archaeological 
program support this finding.  The assessment of archaeological potential of carparks 1 and 2 as 
having a moderate to high degree of archaeological potential was inaccurate as the impacts from the 
construction of the carpark were much higher than anticipated and it was found to have a low level of 
archaeological potential with only a few deeper sub-surface archaeological remains surviving.3   It 
was identified that ‘a significant archaeological resource associated with the 1862 inn and its 
subsequent building phases is likely to survive both within the current footprint of the inn and within 
its historical boundaries’ and this was found to be an accurate prediction of the remains found 
associated with the Red Cow Inn.4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1-1: Location Plan. 
 
 

                                                      
1 Casey & Lowe 2003b 
2 Casey & Lowe 2005a  
3 Casey & Lowe 2003a 
4 Casey & Lowe 2003b 
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Figure 1-2: Plan of the study area. Red boundary indicates the area of works associated with the Penrith Plaza 
extensions and the blue line the area covered by the Red Cow assessment and demolitions of modern 
extensions. The area with archaeological potential and the focus of the archaeological work was to the north of 
the dashed line.   
 
 
1.2 Authorship 
This report was written by Dr Mary Casey with major contributions by Franz Reidel, Rowan Ward 
(ceramics), Robyn Stocks (metals, building materials, miscellaneous) and Jeanne Harris (glass).  
Franz Reidel directed the archaeological program in association with Mary Casey.  Tony Lowe 
managed site issues and co-ordinated with Franz.  Tim Adams and Glen Suey assisted Franz with site 
work.  Franz Reidel also drew and inked the site plans.  Tim Adams annotated the site plans included 
in this report.  Various people catalogued the artefacts: Rowan Ward (ceramics), Jeanne Harris 
(glass), Robyn Stocks (miscellaneous, metals and building materials).  Section 2.5 draws heavily on 
existing histories written by Noel, Bell, Ridley Smith & Partners (2001, 2005).  Section 2.6 draws 
heavily on the resources of the Penrith City Library webpage.  Tony Lowe reviewed this report. 
 
 
1.3 Report Methodology 
This report presents the results of the archaeological program in Section 3.  The historical 
background is discussed in Section 2 and is based on existing reports undertaken by Noel, Bell, 
Ridley, Smith & Partners (2001, 2005) and Casey & Lowe (2003a, 2003b) on the Penrith Plaza and 
Red Cow Inn.  Due to the scarcity of historical material on Penrith no new additional research has 
been undertaken. Section 3 presents the description of the results of the archaeological program.  
Section 4 is a brief overview discussion of the artefacts recovered from the site and a response to the 
most relevant research questions.  Archaeological plans which illustrate the remains found during the 
archaeological program are reproduced in the body of the report.  Numerous photographic images are 
used to illustrate the appropriate sections of the report.   
 
Specialist reports on the artefacts were written as the basis for the discussion in Section 4.  These 
reports are reproduced in full in Appendix 2  

Excavation      Area 
Red Cow Inn  

Riley 
Square

Borec 
House

Riley Street 

Jane Street

Henry Street 

Station Street 

N 
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Figure 1-3: Plan showing areas of detailed excavation and recording.   
 

This area was highly 
disturbed
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1.4 Research Design5 
1. What evidence survives of the housing in this part of Penrith?   

2. What evidence is there for the standard of living enjoyed by these residents?  Does the artefactual 
evidence assist us in analysing different standards of living along the various street frontages? 

3. The material culture associated with the late nineteenth-century occupation of the site has the 
ability to inform us about day-to-day issues associated with the lives of the residents.  The 
material culture can provide information on living standards, consumer choices, construction of 
gender identity and the nature of childhood.   

 
Therefore the material culture of the site should add to our understanding about the social and 
economic influences on the residents of Penrith and how these influences affected their behaviour, 
as manifested through their choices about: 

 where activities were undertaken within a house, 
 what type of activities were undertaken within a house, 

o what, how and where to eat,  
o what to wear,  
o what was acceptable recreation for adults and children within working-class 

homes? 
 what to buy?  

 
These questions mostly focused on urbanisation, material culture of consumerism and gender 
identities, childhood and women’s work in the home.     

 
4. How do the archaeological remains from this site relate to current perspectives on Sydney’s 

urbanisation?  Do they challenge, redefine or support them? Is the material culture of the 
residents who lived here obviously different to those with the Sydney CBD or in Parramatta?  If 
so why? If not why not? 

5. How does the nature of the urban environment – the streets and houses in which people live, 
influence peoples lives?  Some recent work has undertaken a landscape approach to urban 
archaeology.6  This sees the landscape of the urban environment as constraining and contested by 
the creators of the environment and by those who lived in the houses. Is there any evidence to 
support such an approach?  

6. Is there any structural evidence from the Red Cow Inn which is likely to have come from 
Regentville and will assist with understanding if Francis Greenway was the architect of Sir John 
Jamison’s residence?  

7. How does the material culture of the Inn compare with other inn deposits, such as the Queen’s 
Arms Inn, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill.  

 
The results of the archaeological program were hampered by the high impacts on the area of the 
carpark, corner of Jane and Riley Streets due to the site preparation undertaken for the creation of the 
carpark around the 1970/80s.  Therefore as there was less archaeological evidence surviving the 
research design was refocused onto a few of the questions (Section 5) that could be most 
appropriately answered.  The following questions were used in the Overview of Artefacts (Section 4) 
to provide the baseline analysis for understanding the nature of the archaeological evidence and as a 
means of addressing the research questions:  
 

 What type and range of artefacts were found? 
 What range of activities do the artefacts indicate were being undertaken at the site?   
 What was the nature of the goods in terms of aspects of availability of consumer goods, and, 

quality and variety of consumer goods and the evidence for interaction of the site with the 
world at large? 

                                                      
5 See Casey & Lowe 2004a 
6 Mayne & Murray 2001 
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1.5 Artefacts 
Thirty-seven boxes of artefacts were recovered from the archaeological program.  These are stored in 
A1 size artefact boxes except for one box of metal artefacts which are stored in a larger artefact box.  
There were:  

 Building Materials – 4 boxes 
 Ceramics – 9 boxes 
 Glass – 16 boxes 
 Metals – 6 boxes 
 Miscellaneous – 1 box 
 Bone/Shell – 1 box 

The current plan is that these boxes of artefacts will be stored in the cellar of the Red Cow Inn which 
will be used for interpretation.  Some of the artefacts will be placed on display within the 
interpretation display within the Red Cow Inn.   
 
 
1.6 List of Illustrations 
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Section 2 
Figure 2-1: Detail from Parish Map of Castlereagh.  ML................................................................................... 12 
Figure 2-2: Detail of plan showing the subdivision along Riley Street.  The original study area is part of Section 

3 of the Woodriffe Estate.  These were subdivided c. 1879. The red dot indicates the approximate 
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approximate position of the timber-lined pit in Area B is marked as being in the southern part of Lot 1. 
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Figure 2-8: Thomas Smith’s allotment in 1865, indicating location of the railway station and the Red Cow Inn.  
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Figure 2-9: The Red Cow Inn, Penrith, taken in 1880 looking southwest. The single storey building in the 

foreground houses the billiard room, with a garden area located to its right (west). Copy courtesy of 
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Figure 2-10: The Red Cow Inn, c1905. Note the name of the licensee from 1904 to 1908, Arthur Williamson, is 
painted onto the verandah fascia with Tooth’s symbol (a white horse) located on the balcony 
balustrade over.  Penrith Local Studies Library ................................................................................... 25 

Figure 2-11: The Red Cow Inn c1918, following Mrs Margaret Mary Lack taking over as licensee in 1917.  
Note the banner with the name M. M. Lack, and the sign on the bar window indicating ‘Lack’s Hotel’.  
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Figure 2-12: Subdivision of the Hornseywood Estate, for Sale…on Saturday, Oct 10th, 1885.  Much of the 
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Figure 3-2: Plan showing the layout of the Red Cow Inn and associated areas.................................................. 40 
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Plans 
Plan 3-1: Area A, remains of buildings on Station Street, between Borec House and the Red Cow Inn.  See 

Photos 3-1, 3-2.  
Plan 3-2: Plan of Area C, with the rendered brick cistern and the two nearby features.  
Plan 3-3: Area D, Phase 1, Red Cow Inn.  The main difference between this plan and phase 2 is in Room 3.  

This plan shows the square timber-lined feature which was covered by deposit in the Phase 2, Plan 3-
4.  

Plan 3-3: Area D, Phase 2, Red Cow Inn.  The main difference between this plan and phase 1 is in Room 3.  
On this plan deposit 4710 overlays the square timber-lined feature, Plan 3-5.  

Plan 3-4: Plan of area to the north of the Red Cow Inn, in Jane Street, Penrith. 
Plan 3-5: Plan showing the location of the excavation work, the position of the well and its relationship to the 

Red Cow Inn and the beer garden.   
Plan 3-6: Detail plan showing location of well and the excavation areas.  
Plan 3-7: Section through fills in relation to the well.  
 
Photos 
 
Section 3 
Photo 3-1: Area A, view to the east towards Station Street.  The northern dwelling (House 1) appeared to have 

been built first, with the centre (House 2) and the southern (House 3) buildings added on 
simultaneously at a later stage.  Dig. photo 007, Scale 1m.   

Photo 3-2: View to east towards Station Street with Borec House on the right.  This shows the cut for the large 
feature (4703) containing quantities of metal artefacts. This property was part of Lots 14 to 17, Station 
Street. Dig. photo 11.  

Photo 3-3: Area B, view to north showing the clean fill to the southwest of the Red Cow Inn prior to 
demolition of the additions. Dig. photo 10, Scale 1m 

Photo 3-4: View to southwest in Area C, note the cistern (4707) in the middle with the two other pits (4722, 
4733) (dark brown in the red) just beyond.  Riley Street is behind the photographer Dig. Photo 21, 
Scale 1m.  

Photo 3-5: View to east of section through cistern fill 4706. Dig. photo 25, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-6: View to northeast of the cistern following the excavation of the fill deposit. Dig. photo 31, Scale 

1m.  
Photo 3-7: Looking northeast at the two pits (4722, 4723) adjacent to the cistern (4707). Dig. photo 35, Scale 

1m. See Plan 3-2.   
Photo 3-8: View to southeast of the showing North and South Wings. Dig. photo 047, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-9: View to north of the Phase 1, North Wing of the Red Cow Inn. Dig. photo 059, Scale 1m 
Photo 3-10: Looking south to the northern wall of the North Wing. Note the cobbles used in the footings.  

Room 1 is to the left and Room 2 to the right beyond the wall. Dig. photo 64, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-11: View to east of a test trench down to cobbled yard.  Dig. photo 84. Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-12: View to northeast Room 1, North Wing of the Red Cow Inn.  Note the timber cross bearer and the 

use of cobbles in the wall footings. Dig. photo 65,  Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-13: View to north Room 2, North Wing of the Red Cow Inn.  Note the timber cross bearer and the use 

of cobbles in the wall footings and surfacing. Dig. photo 65,  Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-14: View to west of the southern end of Room 2 with the three separate spaces.  Note the diamond 

frogs on the bricks in the foreground.  Dig. photo 76, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-15: Looking southeast towards the South Wing. Room 4 is in the foreground and Room 3 in the 

background. There is a cobbled yard immediately north of Room 3.  Dig. photo 54, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-16: Looking east towards the South Wing. Room 4 is in the foreground and Room 3 in the 

background. This area probably contained an early kitchen. Dig. photo 55, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-17: East sandstone wall footing, Room 4.  The stones were reused, as indicated by pink paint with pick 

marks. Dig. photo 63, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-18: Looking west at fireplace in the walls between Room 3 and Room 4.  Dig. photo 62, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-19: Looking east with Room 3 to the right.  This shows part of the cobbled yard area.  Dig. photo 56, 

Scale 1m 
Photo 3-20: Looking east over the timber-lined feature (4729) that pre-dated the construction of Room 3.  Note 

the size of the cut into which the timber-lined pit was excavated. Dig. photo 92, Scale 1m.  
Photo 3-21: Looking northwest over Northwest Area.  Dig. photo 119, Scale 1m.  
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Photo 3-22: Looking north over the West Area at footings and drains. In the foreground is the box drain (4717) 
and the stone footing (4725).  Dig. photo 105, Scale 1m.  

Photo 3-23: Looking south over the West Area at the v-shaped drain (4718) connected to an agricultural pipe.  
This is the reverse of Photo 3-23.  Dig. photo 102, Scale 1m.  

Photo 3-24: Looking northwest along brick dish drain (4719).  Dig. photo 107, Scale 1m.  
Photo 1-25: General view of area looking east.  Compare with plan, Figure 3-5. Scale 1m. 
Photo 1-26: Column base recovered from general fill.  Possibly a piece of column base from Regentville.   
Photo 1-27: View of well looking northeast at the corner of Jane and Station Streets.  Scale 1m, 20 Sept 2005 
Photo 3-28: Detail of edge of well.  The foreground part of the well has been cut down by three courses. 

Diameter is approximately 3m. Scale 1m, 20 Sept 2005 
Photo 3-29: Flat orange sandstock brick from the well.  The bricks measured 225mm x 105mm x 65mm. 20 

Sept 2005 
Photo 3-30: Area of excavation in relation to surviving buildings.  20 Sept 2005 
 
Section 4 
Photo 4-1: Two horse buggy steps and other metal objects from the large pit 4703. Scale 10cm 
Photo 4-2: Horse shoes of varying sizes including one blank (middle right), 4703. Saddle pommel horn 

(4704/26701); horseshoes (large to tiny) (4702/26645, 4703/26657, 4703/26750, 4703/26655); 
horseshoe blank (4703/26659). Scale 10cm 

Photo 4-3: Plough mould board (rear, 4703/26686) and chaffcutter blade (bottom, 4703/26699). Scale 10cm 
Photo 4-4: Parts of two buggy axles with the top one being partly cut. This suggests that some of these 

elements were being recycled.  The two springs are also from the buggy.  Axle cut ends, larger 
(4703/26695), smaller (4703/26696); springs (open head) 4703/26687; longitudinal (4703/26688). 
Scale 10cm  

Photo 4-5: Part of agricultural machine, probably harrow beam and tynes. Scale 10cm 
Photo 4-6: Also from 4703 were a few household-related artefacts, a stove/furnace for covering up a fire hole 

(4703/26761) and an enamelled saucepan (4703/26762). Scale 10cm 
Photo 4-7: Metal artefacts: two axe heads (4703/26673, 26756) a drift/pritchel (4703/26674), and part of four 

files (4703/26668, 26669, 26678, 26754). Scale 10cm 
Photo 4-8: Artefacts from the squarish timber-lined feature in Area B, include: ink stoneware bottles 

(4737/35047, 35048, 35057, 35058), medicine glass bottles (4737/30219, 30221-1 & -2, 30223, 
30247, 30249, 30250); pharmaceutical pot  (35357), food bottles (4737/30185-1 & -2), including 
Worcester sauce (30217, 30218, 30220), chicory/coffee (30224), fish paste (30225), pickles/chutney 
(30246), oil/vinegar (30247, 30275). Alcohol bottles included: champagne (4737/30214, 30216-1 & -
2, 30228), beer/wine (30187) and general spirits (30186, 30215).  There was also a statuette 
(4737/35363), and a probable ceramic insulator (4737/35354). Scale 10cm 

Photo 4-9: Coombs & O’Brien aerated water bottle, c. 1900, (4706/30040). Scale 10cm 
Photo 4-10: Some of the artefacts from context 4706.  These artefacts were associated with the Millen family 

who lived in Riley Street.  These include ceramic candle snuffers (4706/3508-35211); marbles 
(4706/26607), penny ink bottle (4706/35035), and a larger ink storage bottle (4706/35034), stout 
bottles 4706/35039, jug (4706/35216), whiteware plate (35214), saucer (35213), glass lid 
(4706/30027), food bottle (4706/30041), aerated water Coombs & O’Brien, Penrith (4706/30040), 
Schnapps bottle (4706/30039), champagne bottles (4706/30033, 30034). Scale 10cm.  

Photo 4-11: RCI food tableware and teawares from context 4713. Black tp ‘Ceres’ pattern platter (4713/35294) 
and cup breakfast (4713/35293) and purple tp saucer (4709); black sponge ware cup (4713/35265) and 
fragment of saucer (4713/35235); bone china sprigged cup (4713/35231) and plate (4713/35281); 
sponge ware bowl (4713/35298); Honeysuckle pattern saucer (4713/35299); ‘December’ pattern plate 
(flat, 4713/35298); ‘Albion’ pattern plate (right on stand, 4713/35285); child’s plate with purple tp 
pattern (4713/35301); robust semi-vitrified whiteware plates (left) (4713/35269, 35272). Scale 10cm 

Photo 4-12: Red Cow Inn serving platters in various tp patterns, top left blue ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ (4713/35289); 
black tp ‘Ceres’ platter and breakfast cup  (4713/35293); blue tp Gem pattern 4713/35303.  There was 
evidence for at least three ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ platters at the Red Cow Inn. Scale 10cm 

Photo 4-13: Range of whitewares, mostly robust utilitarian vessels from the Red Cow Inn, 4713.  The plate on 
the stand and the ewer both have moulded patterns. Only seven whiteware vessels were found in this 
context. Plates (4713/35269-35272), bowl (4713/35268), and ewer (4713/35273). Scale 10cm 

Photo 4-14: Mixture of hygiene and grooming artefacts from context 4713 and 4702.  The ewers would have 
been part of washing sets probably located within each of the rooms at the Inn used for 
accommodation.  Clearly the ewers were broken more often.  From left highly ornate pink glazed and 
black tp ewer (4713/35291); small blue flow blue flow ewer (4709/35240); moulded whiteware ewer 
(4713/35273), blue tp chamber (4713/35304). At the bottom are the bone back of a brush (4702/ 
26585) and three combs: (4713/ 26584), 4709/26624, 4713/26634. Scale 10cm 



Introduction 

__________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe          Red Cow Inn & Penrith Plaza 

  Archaeological Investigation 

8

Photo 4-15: Range of stoneware bottles, including ginger beer, stout, blacking and ink bottles from the 
machine excavated layer (4702/35,003–35,009, 35,011, 34,007). Scale 10cm 

Photo 4-16: Chinese-made ginger jar (4713/35292). Scale 10cm  
Photo 4-17: Delaware child’s size chamber pot (poe 4713/35304), child’s plate (4713/35298), and cups from a 

doll’s teaset (4702/26582-26583). Scale 10cm  
Photo 4-18: Two cups from a doll’s teaset (4702/ 26582-26583), a glass prism (4710/26630), a domino 

(4709/26616), military button (4709/ 26625), a knight chess piece (4709/26618).  Scale 10cm 
Photo 4-19: Food glass bottles and a salt spoon (4702/26596).  On the left are whirly oil/vinegar bottles, sauce 

bottles, a broken Newling & Walker aerated water bottle, and three larger pickles/chutney bottles and 
a salt spoon. Bottles are: 4713/30002-1 & -2, 30004-1 & -2, 30005, 30175 (square base p/c); 
4702/30252 (p/c), 30253 (p/c clear); 4705/30268. Scale 10cm 

Photo 4-20: Alcohol bottles from deposits associated with the Red Cow Inn. Champagne (right, 4702/30102-
30105, 30104, 30251-1 & -2; 4713/30006-30007); and beer/wine bottles (4716/ 30190; 4702/30106; 
4713/30008, 30157). Scale 10cm 

Photo 4-21: High quality lead drinking glasses, a stemmed glass and two tumblers (4713/30007, 30011-1, -2. 
Scale 10cm 

 
Tables 
 
Sections 2 and 3 
Table 2-1: Land title details for Section 3, Lot 14Riley Street 19 
Table 3-1: List of archaeological contexts recorded from the archaeological excavation.  These are mentioned 

throughout the report.  The location of many of these contexts is indicated on the various plans.  
 
Section 4 
Table 4-1: Overview of range and type of artefacts found during the excavation of the Penrith Plaza extensions.   
Table 4-2: Distribution of artefacts from each area.  
Table 4-3: Categories of artefacts found within each area of the site. See Figure 1.3 for location of areas.  
Table 4-4: Categories of artefacts found within each area of the site, see Figure 1.3 for location of areas.  
Table 4-5: List of ceramic shapes and their decorations found in context 4737.  
Table 4-6: Range of functions and shapes in context 4737 for all categories of artefact types.   
Table 4-7: Contexts in Area C, Riley Street contained 228 items, with context 4706 having the largest quantity.  
Table 4-8: Comparison of decorative types found in association with the Riley Street house (4706) and the Red 

Cow Inn (4713). This shows that 4713 had only 12 whiteware items (22%) while the Riley Street 
house (4706) had 28 items or 63 percent of the assemblage.  Based on Table 11 from Appendix 2.1, 
p.14.  

Table 4-9: Contexts in Area D, Red Cow Inn contained 452 items, with context 4702 and 4713 being the 
largest. Artefacts in context 4702 were collected during machine clearing.   

Table 4-10: Contexts in Area D, Red Cow Inn broken up into various categories to indicate comparative 
frequencies of ceramic to glass.   

Table 4-11: The two main contexts associated with the Red Cow Inn had items associated with a range of 
functional categories.   

Table 4-12: Breakdown of general, specific functions and shapes within the two main contexts associated with 
the Red Cow Inn.   

Table 4-13: Function and shape of miscellaneous items from contexts associated with the Red Cow Inn.   
Table 4-14: Counts of bone fragments recovered from the four main areas of the site.  
Table 4-15: Species of animal bone recovered from the whole site.  
 
Section 5 
Table 5-116: Range of ceramic decorations and fabrics in Area C.  
Table 5-217: Range of ceramic decorations and fabrics in Area D - RCI. 
Table 5-318: Rockingham-glaze teapots have been found at 14 sites in inner-city Sydney and also at 

Parramatta and Rouse Hill. This is from a total of 33 sites in Casey & Lowe’s artefact database.   
Table 5-419: White glazed or plain white bone china cups and saucers were found at nine sites other than 

Penrith Plaza & the Red Cow Inn site.  This is from a total of 33 sites in Casey & Lowe’s database.   
Table 5-520: Handpainted and gilded white cups, mostly of bone china, were found at nine sites other than 

Penrith Plaza & the Red Cow Inn.  This is from a total of 33 sites in Casey & Lowe’s database.  The 
quantity from Penrith Plaza site is the largest from any single site. The term china is used to describe a 
fabric that is thicker than bone china.   

Table 5-6: Gilded white glazed or plain white cups, mostly of bone china or china has been found at 20 sites 
other than Penrith Plaza & the Red Cow Inn.  This is from a total of 33 sites in Casey & Lowe’s 
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artefact database.  China is used to describe a fabric that is thicker than bone china.  White bone china 
with gilding was found on nine sites other than the Penrith Plaza & Red Cow Inn. This perhaps 
suggests that there is some meaningful pattern behind its occurrence at Penrith.  In addition six of the 
nine sites were in Parramatta and Rouse Hill, suggesting that this white glazed and gilded bone china 
was a preference in the outer lying townships. The china cups and saucers are thicker and were 
therefore probably more robust and less expensive and may explain it presence at working-class sites 
such as the CSR site and 20 Poplar Street which was designated slum housing.   

Table 5-7: Functional categories found at both the Queen’s Arms Inn, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill and the Red 
Cow Inn, Penrith.  

Table 5-8: Food categories found at both the Queen’s Arms Inn, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill and the Red Cow 
Inn, Penrith.  At the Red Cow proportions of table and teawares are very similar while they are quite 
different at the Queen’s Arms.   

Table 5-9: Food functions, vessel and items found at both the Queen’s Arms Inn, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill 
and the Red Cow Inn, Penrith.   

Table 5-10: Ceramic teawares were found at the Queen’s Arms Inn in a range of ceramic patterns. As indicated 
in Tables 5-4, 5-5 and 5-6 (above) there were quite a lot of white glazed bone china at the Queen’s 
Arms, more than found at a typical urban or rural site.  

Table 5-11: Decorative types of teawares found at the Red Cow Inn and the Queen’s Arms Inn.   
 
 
1.7 Abbreviations 
C&LD  Casey & Lowe database 
CALM  Conservation and Land Management 
LTO  Land Titles Office 
MNI  Minimum Number of Items 
NSWAO New South Wales Archives Office 
TAQ  terminus ante quem 
TPQ  terminus post quem 
SG  Sydney Gazette 
 
Abbreviations used in Specialist Reports, Ceramics and Artefact Tables 
% percentage 
alch alcohol 
archi architecture 
bev beverage 
cond condiment 
cont container 
fd food 
g/s gin/schnapps 
h’hold household 
hyg hygiene 
indust industry 
jew jewellery 
MIC Minimum Item Count 
non-stru      non-structural 
pers personal 
pharm pharmaceutical 
serv serve 
spts spirits 
stemwr stemware 
stru structural 
tblw tableware 
tumb tumbler 
unid unidentified 
Ceramic wares/decorations 
bl flow blue flow 
blktp black transfer print 
bltp blue transfer print 
brntp brown transfer print 
clobb clobbered 
few fine earthenware 
gild gilded 
gl glazed 
grntp green transfer print 
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hp hand painted 
istch ironstone china 
lead gl lead glaze 
mou  moulded 
pearl pearlware 
porc porcelain 
ppl tp purple transfer print 
provin w provincial ware 
redtp red transfer print 
rock gl Rockingham glaze 
tp transfer print 
w ware 
wgl white glaze 
ww whiteware 
 
Abbreviations used in Miscellaneous and Metals cataloguing and tables.  
2pce  two-piece 
 Aes  copper alloy
 Ag  Silver 
 Al  Aluminium
 Au  gold 
 bwtp  blue and white transfer print 
 cu  copper 
 d  diameter: inner seam to seam (pipe bowl) 
 D  diameter 
 dia  diameter 
 e  early 
 emb  embossed 
 encr  encrusted 
 FD  fabric decay
 Fe  Iron 
 few  fine earthenware 
 FR  fragment 
 h  height of bowl 
 Inc.  incurse 
 LHS  left hand side 
 m/pce  mouth piece
 MoP  Mother of Pearl 
 MW  machine wrought 
 Ni  Nickle 
 Nr comp  near complete 
 o'cut  offcut 
 Pb  Lead 
 Porc  Porcelain 
 Rect  rectangular
 Rev.  reverse 
 RH  rose head 
 RHS  right hand side 
 sect.  section  
 sep  separate 
 Sn  Tin 
 Sq  square 
 SW  spiral wound
 Synth  synthetic 
 T'Brush  toothbrush
 TC  terracotta 
 tp transfer print
 UH  upset head 
 v. fine  very fine 
 w:  width 
 WP  wedge point
 Zn  Zinc 
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2.0 Historical Background 
 
2.1 General Background 
The land within the study area was part of portion 90 of the Parish of Castlereagh which was granted 
to Captain Daniel Woodriffe in February 1804.  This 1000-acre grant was called Rodley Farm (Fig. 
2-1).  Daniel Woodriffe received this grant for his role in putting down the Castle Hill rebellion and a 
month later returned to England.7   
 
The land fronting on to Riley Street was part of Section 3 of the Woodriff Estate (Fig. 2-2) and was 
sub-divided in 1879 but was not built on until c. 1890s.  Those sections of the study area fronting 
onto Station Street were subdivided in 1901 by Thomas Smith who had acquired the land in 1865 
from the Woodriffes (Figs 2-3, 2-4).  There were two separate subdivisions of these properties and 
the laneway (the former little Jane Street) which divides the block into two sections was at the back 
of these properties.   
 
 
2.2 Historical Properties Associated with the Archaeological Evidence 8  
 
Area A – Station Street 
This area is approximately Lots 15 to 17 Station Street.  This land was owned by Thomas Smith, the 
owner of the Red Cow Inn but was leased to a blacksmith, Jesse Harrison.   
 
 
Area B – off Jane Lane 
This area is immediately south of the large octagonal building in the centre of the study area, Lots 17 
and 18, Section 3 of the Woodriffe Estate (Figs 2-1, 2-2).  This was owned by Edward Ireland 
between 1893 to 1917.  Ireland was a labourer whose heir’s maintained ownership of the part of the 
property sold in 1955 to Thomas Nobel Soper, timber merchant.   
 
 
Area C – Riley Street 
This is part of Lot 14, Section 3 of the Woodriffe Estate (Figs 2-1, 2-2).  The only archaeological 
evidence surviving within this property was the cistern, which was immediately south of the house.  
This property was part of the Woodriffe Estate until it was sold on 12/8/1879 (Table 2-1). In May 
1880 this property was purchased by Nathaniel Millen who probably built the house soon afterwards. 
 
 
Area D – Red Cow Inn 
The Red Cow Inn, the rear part of the standing Inn building.  Extensive remains of the former inn 
buildings were found throughout this area.  The archaeological deposits in this area were associated 
with the construction, occupation, demolition and rebuilding of the Inn from the 1860s into the early 
twentieth century.   
 
These areas are discussed in more detail below.  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
7 Australian Dictionary of Biography. 
8 Section 2 historical background is taken from Casey & Lowe 1995.    
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Figure 2-1: Detail from Parish Map of Castlereagh.  ML. 
 
 
2.3 Area A - Station Street, the Blacksmith’s Shop  
This area is approximately Lots 15 to 17 on Station Street.  This part of the study area was not 
subdivided until 1901 when Thomas Smith subdivided the land along Station Street and sold the 
separate properties.9  The subdivision sale plan shows two buildings were built to the south of the 
Red Cow Inn by this time (Fig. 2-4).  There was a cottage on Lot 11 and an iron shed on Lot 16 at the 
time of the sale.  These three lots continued to be owned by Thomas Smith, the owner of the Red 
Cow Inn, but were leased to a blacksmith, Jesse Harrison.  The blacksmith’s shop was located on Lot 
16 (Figs 2-5, 2-6).   
 
The 1890 rate books mention the cottage and an office which was presumably the iron shed.  About 
January 1904 Mr C. J. Harrison, blacksmith, opened a new business in a Station Street shop, opposite 
the Nepean Times newspaper office.10  He was in the Penrith area as early as November 1891 when 
he was said to have patented a new style of iron cutter which would cut through iron a quarter of inch  

                                                      
9 Casey & Lowe 2003a: Appendix 3 
10 Penrith City Library, Database of Indexes, Nepean Times 30 January 1904, p. 4, c2.  
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Figure 2-2: Detail of plan showing the subdivision along Riley Street.  The original study area is part of 
Section 3 of the Woodriffe Estate.  These were subdivided c. 1879. The red dot indicates the approximate 
position of the cistern on Lot 14.  The green dot indicates the approximate position of Area B.  2205 (L), 
DP0976320, LTO.   
 
 
thick.11  Harrison was still at that address in 1908 and 1909 when he was advertising repairs of all 
kinds.12  The blacksmith’s shop was described as a ‘shed’ in the 1909 rates but was valued at £308 
suggesting it was more than just a shed and contained considerable capital investment.   
 
By 1919 Lots 15 and 17 were still vacant, there was a single cottage on Lots 14 and 15 and the shed 
appears to have been demolished.  Some of the housing shown on the 1947 aerial (Figure 2-5) 
appears to not have been built until to after 1919.  By 1947 the blacksmith’s shop was demolished 
and was occupied by a building that extended over two lots which replaced any earlier buildings (Fig. 
2-5).  Remains of this building were found during the archaeological program (Section 3.2).   

                                                      
11 Penrith City Library, Database of Indexes, Nepean Times 14 November 1819, p. 4, c5. 
12 Penrith City Library, Database of Indexes, Nepean Times 4 January 1908 p6, c7; 11 January 1908 p3, c7; 2 
January 1909, p8, c7. Council Rates, Casey & Lowe 2003a, Appendix 4:5 
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Other archaeological remains during the archaeological program associated with the operation of the 
blacksmith’s shop were a pit (4703).  The artefacts from the smithy are discussed in detail in Section 
4.2.2 and Appendix 2.3.  It is unclear how long Jesse Harrison continued to operate this smithy and 
therefore it is difficult to say if the metal artefacts found were specifically associated with his 
occupation or a later blacksmiths.   
 

Figure 2-3: Lots 11 to 17 along Station Street are within the study area.  These were subdivided in 1901.  
DP3811, LTO.  
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Figure 2-4: 1900 subdivision sale plan showing a cottage on Lot 11 and a shed on Lot 16. ML SP Penrith 
P10/15.  
 
 
2.4 Riley, Jane and Little Jane Streets – Areas B and C 
The subdivision of the houses along Riley Street and in the western part of Jane Street was mostly 
sold in the subdivision of Section 3 of the Woodriffe Estate in late 1879 (Fig. 2-2).  By 1890 there 
were approximately 10 houses along Riley, four on Jane Street and three on Little Jane Street.  Some 
of these houses were lived in by the owner-occupant and others were leased.  Some of the residents 
were listed in the rates as labourers or railway employees.  Many of these houses were still standing 
in the 1950s and 60s when Lend Lease Development purchased the land.13   

                                                      
13 Casey & Lowe 2003a: Appendices 3, 4. 
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Figure 2-5: 1947 aerial photo showing the study area with the Red Cow Inn (top right).  The red dot indicates 
the position of the cistern in Area C and the green dot the approximate position of the pit in Area B.  
 
 
Area B – off Little Jane Street 
Remains of a timber-lined well or pit were found in this area (Fig. 2-5).  It appears to be in the 
central part of Lots 17 and 18, Section 3 of the Woodriffe Estate (Fig. 2-2). These two lots were 
purchased by Edward Ireland in 1893 for £70.  This land continued to be within the owner ship of the 
Ireland family and heirs until the northern section of Lots 17 and 18 were sold off in 1917 (Table 2-
1).   
 
These two lots were occupied as one property with a large central building for the first part of the 
twentieth century. Following a later subdivision (1955) it became Lot 1, Lot 1 DP 216074 (Fig. 2-6) 
and came into the ownership of Thomas Nobel Soper, timber merchant.  The archaeological deposit 
and the artefacts are associated with the nineteenth-century occupation of the site during its 
ownership by the Ireland family.  They had a series of three cottages in the southern part of Lots 17 
and 18, to the south of the timber-lined pit (Fig 2-5) but it may be associated with the northernmost 
of these houses.  The northern part of the lots is occupied by a very large building with what appears 
to be extensive commercial complex.14  

                                                      
14 Casey & Lowe 2003a: Appendices 3, 4. 
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Table 2-1: Table of various land transactions associated with Ltos 17 and 18, Section 3 of the Woodriffe Estate.  
# Reference Date Type From To Cost Comments/Description 
 515/226 19/5/1893 Convey

ance 
Frederick Daniel & 
Francis Henry Woodriffe 

Edward Ireland £70 Part of Rodley Farm.  

       Edward Ireland’s will left 3 lots with a cottage on each lot 
to his heirs. There were various subdivisions of this long 
block which ran to the west of the current laneway.  

Northern section of Lots 17 & 18 (see DP 216074, Figure 2-6) 
 1110/890 25/7/1917 Convey

ance 
Albert Ireland George Evans Pearce, 

orchardist 
£140 On the corner of Jane Street & Jane Lane.  

 1127/708 21/3/1918 Convey
ance 

George Evans Pearce, 
orchardist 

William James Fowler £17  

 1134/690 29/7/1918 Convey
ance 

William James Fowler Charles John Kirby 
Welch, auctioneer 

£28 Mentions buildings and fences.  

 1732/375 1/12/1935 Convey
ance 

Charles John Kirby 
Welch, auctioneer 

Richard Holdsmith, 
gentleman 

£750 1 rd 16½ perches 

 1732/657 21/10/1935 
 

Convey
ance 

Richard Holdsmith, 
gentleman 

Stock Investment Ltd at 
16 & 17 Station Street, 
Penrith 

£1350 Took out mortgage with J.K. Welch £650.   

 2959/690 1/9/1965 Convey
ance 

John Francis Owen Ryan  Lend Lease 
Development 

£25,000 Welch & Fowler changed name to T. N. Soper P/L.  
Company was dissolved. Title placed in hands of Registrar 
General, Francis John Owen Ryan. 

Lot 1 DP 216074 
 2350/992 14/7/1955 Convey

ance 
Heirs of Edward Ireland Thomas Nobel Soper, 

timber merchant 
£1150 Land was held in trust in 3 lots with 3 houses each. 

Various heirs mentioned in title. Edward Ireland died 
16/1/1894.   

 2868/696 21/12/67 Convey
ance 

T. N. Soper Holdings Lend Lease 
Development 

£60,000 Lot 1 

Lot 2 DP 216074 
 2767/913 10/9/1965 Convey

ance 
T. N. Soper, Station 
Street, Penrith  

Ronald George Jackson, 
Little Jane street, 
Penrith, truck driver 

£1400  

 2767/914 10/9/1965 Convey
ance 

Ronald George Jackson William Hansen £6750  

 2767/915 10/9/1965 Convey
ance 

William Hansen Lend Lease 
Development 

£8300  
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Figure 2-6: The property to the west of the laneway has been re-subdivided and is now Lots 1, 2 & 3 except for 
that part on Jane Street. The entire block to the west of the lane was part of lots 17 & 18. The approximate 
position of the timber-lined pit in Area B is marked as being in the southern part of Lot 1. Detail from DP 
216074 (28/8/1962).  LTO 
 
 
Area C – Riley Street 
The cistern in Area C was within the boundaries of Lot 14 (Figs 2-2, 2-6).  This property was sold 
from the Woodriffe Estate in August 1879 (Table 2-1).  The new owners, John and Susannah Barlow, 
purchased this vacant lot for £30.  They sold it in nine months later in May 1880 to Nathaniel Millen, 
a butcher in Penrith.  He died in 1920 and the land passed to his wife.  Her heirs continued to own 
this property until 1967 when it was sold to Lend Lease.  When Nathaniel Millen purchased the 
property it had no or few improvements as the land had increased in value by only £10.  It would 
appear that Nathaniel Millen built the house on the property, shown in Figure 2-5 and traced onto 
Figure 2-6, and it was occupied by his family for the next 80 years.15   
 
The 1890 rates indicate that there were two cottages on this property, perhaps suggesting that the 
‘cottages’ were semi-detached.  Both these houses were occupied by members of the Millen family at 
this time, Robert and Matthew (Table 2.2).  Each cottage was rated at £26.  In 1909 and 1919 only 
one house was mentioned rather than two, it was described as a cottage and was valued at £300.  The 
property had a frontage of 50 feet (15.4m) and was 140 feet (43m) deep.  This house and land was of 
considerably more value than the other houses on the same block.16  The next highest was £215 while 
the lowest was on a block half the size and valued at £85.  This suggests that this house and its 
residents were financially better off than other residents on the same block.   

                                                      
15 Casey & Lowe 2003a: Appendices 3, 4 
16 Casey & Lowe 2003a: Appendix 4 



Historical Background 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe          Red Cow Inn & Penrith Plaza 
                                             Archaeological Investigation 

19

Millen was recorded as living there in 1902 and 1909.17  Millen operated a butcher shop on High 
Street Penrith, the Great Western Highway, around 1910 to 1920.18  Nathaniel Millen died on 19 June 
1920 aged 72.  He had suffered with rheumatism.  He was born in Mulgoa and lived in the Nepean 
area.  He married his wife in St Stephen’s Church, Penrith and was buried in the Presbyterian portion 
of the general Penrith cemetery.19  
 
The archaeological remains and deposits in Area C appear to be associated with the Millen family.  
These consist of a cement-rendered sandstock-brick water cistern for the collection of rainwater off 
the roof of the house. This was the only one found within the study area.  The cistern was backfilled 
once it ceased to provide a valued supply of water, typically once reticulated water was connected.  
Aside from the cistern there were some rubbish features or pits.  Only the deeper sub-surface features 
survived as this area had been cut down for the construction of the carpark that was removed for the 
new development.  These features contained remains of 228 items.  For a description of the 
archaeological remains associated with the Millen house see Section 3.4 and for a discussion of the 
artefacts see Section 4.   
 
Table 2-1: Land title details for Section 3, Lot 14 Riley Street, Penrith  

LTO 
Reference 

Date Type From To Cost Comments/Description 

193/997 12/8/1879 Convey-
ance 

Frederick Daniel 
& Francis Henry 
Woodriffe 

John Barlow (2) 
Robert Stuart, 
trustee (3) 
Susannah Barlow 
(4) 

£30 Lots 8, 9 & 14 were all 
sold together for £90. 
Therefore lot 14 initially 
cost £30. Lot 14 had a 44-
foot frontage along Riley 
Street.  

209/901 27/5/1880 Convey-
ance 

Susannah Barlow 
(1) 
John Barlow (2) 

Nathaniel Millen 
Penrith, butcher 

£40 Probably no 
improvements by this 
time? 

 12/6/1920  Executors of will 
of Margaret 
Millen  

  Nathaniel Millen - died 
12/6/1920 

 20/3/1963  Executors by 
representation of 
will 
Margaret Ellen 
Beadman, 
Geoffrey 
Nathaniel Russell 
Breeze, 
Geoffrey Russell 
Nathaniel Breeze 

  Margaret Millen - died 
20/3/1963 

2843/378 29/6/1967 Convey-
ance 

Margaret Ellen 
Beadman, Union 
Street, Penrith 

Lend Lease 
Development 

£11,600  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
17 Penrith City Library, Webpage, Electoral Rolls http://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/index.asp?id=242 
18 Penrith City Library, Database of Indexes, Nepean Times 2 January 1909, p5, c4; 8 January 1910, p. 1, c4; .3 
January 1920, p2, c1-2.  
19 Penrith City Library, Database of Indexes, Nepean Times 19 June 1920.  
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Figure 2-7: Overlay plan of the archaeological remains onto the tracing of the aerial photo.   
 

4737 



Historical Background 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe          Red Cow Inn & Penrith Plaza 
                                             Archaeological Investigation 

21

Table 2-2: List of rates for Area C, Lot 14 Riley Street.   
 
 
2.5 Area D – Red Cow Inn 
The archaeological remains found within Area D were associated with various earlier structural 
remains belonging to the Red Cow Inn.  It is considered likely that most of these remains were part of 
the original construction of the Inn that was demolished to make the facilities more modern so as to 
cater for the clientele.  Therefore these remains further our understanding of how the Inn operated 
until changes were made during the early twentieth century.   
 
The following section borrows from the history of the property as set out in the NBRS&P reports 
(2001, 2005) and from additional material held at the Penrith Local Studies Library and on their 
webpage.  
 
 
2.5.1 Sequence of Ownership and Development 
The Red Cow Inn appears to have been built in 1862 by Thomas Smith.  Smith was one of the first 
elected aldermen of the newly established Penrith Municipal Council.  Smith was a large landowner 
in the town of Penrith including the land on which the station was to be built.  The coming of the 
railway to Penrith provided Smith with the opportunity to build his hostelry just opposite the station, 
thereby gaining custom by providing people with the opportunity to break their journey, whether 
briefly or overnight.  
 
In 1862 Thomas Smith leased allotment five of the Penrith Town Estate from Daniel James 
Woodriff, the same year that the adjacent site was leased to the Commissioner for Railways, enabling 
the continuation of the Western Railway to Penrith (Fig 2-7).  Smith’s allotment was bounded to the 
north by land set aside for the railway, to the east by land to be used to form an access road (later 
Station Street) from High Street to the Railway Station, to the south by High Street and to the west by 
another allotment. Smith’s lease included a special covenant requiring.20 

Any buildings that may be erected on the same allotment by the said Thomas Smith or by his 
sanction are to be constructed of the best brick fourteen-inch thick walls and roofed with 
shingles, corrugated iron or slate. One building of this sort to be erected during the first eighteen 
months of this term and to contain at least four rooms. 
It is further agreed between these parties that the said Daniel James Woodriff will not consent 
agree or allow any other of his tenants (having leases or otherwise) residing between the 
Allotment hereby leased and Nathaniel Nicoll’s Eastern and Brown’s Western boundary fences 
and Andrew Heaney’s and Robbins western boundary of Lease to open a Licensed Public House 
or any other Liquor Establishment.21 

This is consistent with the construction of the Red Cow Inn at Penrith in about 1862-63, coinciding 
with the opening of Penrith Railway Station on 18th January 1863, and the granting of a liquor 
license to Thomas Smith and the Red Cow Inn at Penrith from 1864.  Smith formalised his ownership 
                                                      
20 This section and the following section are taken from NBRS&P 2005.  
21 NSWLPI, Lease from Daniel James Woodriff to Thomas Smith, Book 81, No, 459, dated 1st, July 1862. 

Penrith Council Rate Assessment Books 
RILEY STREET  
Page Lot # Date Street Occupant Owner Description Annual 

Valuation  
1890       

11 14 4/2/1890 Riley Robert Millen Millen, James Cottage £26 
11 14 4/2/1890 Riley Matthew Millen Matthew Millen Cottage £26 

1909      
512 14 1/1/1909 Riley - Nathaniel Millen, 

butcher, Penrith 
Cottage £300 

1919       
506 14 1919 Riley - Nathaniel 

Millen, butcher, 
Penrith 

Cottage £300 
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of the land by purchasing the site from Woodriff on the 5th April 1866.  At that stage it consisted of 2 
acres 9 perches and was already occupied by the hotel (Fig 2-7).22  
 
The Inn was strategically located near the Railway terminus, and the departure point for coaches 
crossing the Blue Mountains.  The hotel business thrived, especially over the next five-year period, 
until the Railway Line was extended to the Blue Mountains.  The initial building was single storey 
and was not large enough to accommodate the large Smith family, who resided in rented 
accommodation in nearby Belmore Street until a second storey was added to the hotel.23  In 1882 
Smith enlarged the hotel to meet the increasing demand for its services.  It was described in the 
following terms in a paid advertisement in the Nepean Times, March 3rd 1882: 
 

The Red Cow Inn adjoining the Penrith Railway Station is new, large and provided with every 
convenience for the comfort of visitors and tourists…It is a light and airy building in contrast to 
the exterior heaviness of the other five hotels in the district.  

 
Seven years later, an article about the hotels of Penrith in the Nepean Times, 24 August 1889 gave a 
detailed description of the modified building as follows:  

Situated just outside the railway station gates, The Red Cow Inn is at once conspicuously 
noticeable on the arrival of a visitor to the town, the object that will probably first catch the eye 
being the full length figure of Nelson arrayed in blue standing aloft just within a large iron gate... 
The hotels exterior is a long two storeyed, plastered brick building with a verandah running all 
around, the continuity of the lower part being broken only by the rather heavy looking principal 
entrance, the porch standing out in a kind of box shape, the doorway resting on either side upon 
imposing looking fluted Corinthian columns on pedestals. 
These it may be mentioned, came from Sir John Jamieson’s hall at Regentville. The portal is 
surmounted by a horse’s head, and a lamp projecting out from the balcony. On the ground floor 
on the left are two windows, and a smaller entrance, whilst on the right is the large frosted 
window of the bar. Seats are provided at either end of the verandah, close by that at the station 
end being the bar entrance. 
On the right is a rather curiously built low stone wall, something after the castellated style 
(visible in Fig. 2-9)), runs down almost to the railway gates. A short distance within and parallel 
to it is a long iron-roofed walk leading up to the Billiard Room, a separate building abutting on 
the railway fence. 
The garden is in the rear of this covered pathway where the statuary may be seen amongst tall 
cypress trees. There is a wide asphaltic pavement in front of the hotel, and on the left side of it 
another low wall runs up the street, and fronts a small paddock, and further along still are the 
gates leading to the stables. 
Now passing in at the main entrance the first objects that attract attention, on either side are a 
couple of bronze figures on marble pedestals representing our first parents. These also belonged 
to Sir John Jamieson, and have been in this country over 70 years. A bookshelf on the left 
contains volumes of Parliamentary Notes & Proceedings, the stand for the umbrellas being 
ornamented with horns. On the right the door leads to the Bar. 
Proceeding ahead at the end of the passage off the same side is the sitting room where some of 
the curios are collected... 
Almost opposite on the other side of the hall is the Breakfast Room...and a door out of it leads 
into the private sitting room...a door at the front issues onto the balcony while one at the back 
gives into a bedroom. 
At the end of the hall, the stairs ascend to a passage off which are a number of rooms and 
entering the Drawing Room we find it a spacious apartment, which is divided off by folding 
doors that are very massive...Perhaps the most curious object here is the arched stained glass 
window with a white border, the centre being red and contains a scroll bearing the rather original 
adaptation “I was glad when they said unto me, let us go unto the house of T. Smith”. Large 
folding doors two inches thick give on to the balcony. 
On this landing are five bedrooms at the end of the passage being a private sitting room 
upholstered in a somewhat lighter style than the rest of the hotel...Folding doors give access to 

                                                      
22 NSW LPI, PA 716 to James Woodriff dated 13th Dec 1865, Vol 22 Folio 107 to Thomas Smith, dated 13th Dec 1865. 
23 Nepean Times, 1st July, 1899, p4 
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the balcony and there is a bedroom at the back. Some of the double bedrooms on the floor also 
have additional accommodation for children so that anyone with a family could stay there. 
Descending and passing through the first mentioned sitting room once more, we gain the 
verandah and observe on the left a building containing more bedrooms. There are comfortable 
awninged seats on the verandah and opposite the window leading out into the garden which 
comprises about one acre of ground, is a large bust of Dan O’Connor, close by being a trellised 
archway just outside the door climbed by a Passion fruit vine and there are several pine and 
camphor trees which rear their heads aloft beside those previously allured to. 
The prominent statue of Nelson facing the iron gates, opening into the station yard (visible in Fig 
2-9). Was the figure head of the City of Newcastle24 and around lie the anchor, small cannon and 
various other appurtenances of a vessel, being the upper portion of a cabin. There is also a tall 
fountain in the garden. 
Proceeding down the covered way we come to the Billiard Room...The top part of this room is a 
skylight taken off a cabin of the vessel named and the doors and figured windows also formed 
part of her and in fact she or a part of her was bought up by Mr Smith and when his ship came 
home he thus utilised her. There are seats all around the room which is well lit by day and night. 
Above is a kind of small promenade. 
On the left of the hotel at the back are the stables containing four stalls and loose boxes as well, 
their being a coach house in the foreground... 
Making our way around into the Bar we find there is nothing very particular there calling for 
remark. It is a good sized roomy one and also does duty for a cellar, the casks of beer and wine 
being stored here.  

 
The 1889 newspaper article indicates that the hotel and its grounds were littered with objects and 
items of interest.  Facing the inn’s gates was a statue of Nelson along with anchors, ‘a small cannon 
and various other appurtenances of a vessel’, part of a ship’s cabin, and a tall fountain.  Various other 
statutory were distributed throughout the house and just inside the main doorway were two bronze 
figures on marble pedestals also from Jamison’s house. 
 
Thomas and Jane Smith, continued to operate the hotel up until June 1894 when the licence was 
transferred to their eldest son, Thomas Richard Smith, known as T. R. Smith to distinguish him from 
his father, Mayor of Penrith 1889-1890.25  T. R. Smith passed the license to his brother-in-law, 
William Player a few months later,26 and took over the license for the ‘Commercial Hotel’ in High 
Street Penrith, which he ran for a number of years.27  William Player married Sylvia Smith in 1883 
and the couple for some time held the license for the ‘Orient Hotel’ at Emu Plains prior to taking 
over operations at the Red Cow.28  Player was also Mayor of Penrith between 1898 and 1900. 
 
Following the death of Thomas Smith in 189629, the property passed to his fifth son, the Hon. Sydney 
Smith MLA, who subdivided the surrounding land into 18 lots,30 and listed for auction sale on the 24 
November 1900. The hotel’s license was transferred to John Gough in 1899 and William Player took 
over the license for the ‘Royal Hotel’ in Henry Street Penrith.  In 1901 Sydney Smith sold the Red 
Cow Inn to John Talbot of Sydney, a commercial traveller and a few months later it was sold to 
Thomas John Taylor a Sydney publican.  In August of the same year the license of the Red Cow Inn 
was transferred to William Black who continued as licensee until February 1904.   

                                                      
24 The HRSNS Company’s steamer ‘City of Newcastle’, 247 tons, T Summerbell (Master), lost during a fog by the vessel 
running on to rocks under Shepherd’s Hill, 2 miles south of Newcastle, 12th September 1878. The cargo was valued at 
£25,000. 
25 AO 10/242 - Record of Publicans Licenses in the Penrith Area 1893-1903. 
26 AO 10/242 - Record of Publicans Licenses in the Penrith Area 1893-1903. 
27 AO 10/242 - Record of Publicans Licenses in the Penrith Area 1893-1903. 
28 AO 10/242 - Record of Publicans Licenses in the Penrith Area 1893-1903. 
29 Nepean Times, 12 September 1896, Thomas Smith Obituary p3. 
30 Nepean Times, 24th November, 1900, p5. 
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Figure 2-8: Thomas Smith’s allotment in 
1865, indicating location of the railway station 
and the Red Cow Inn.  (LPI Vol. 22, Folio 
107; after NBRS&P 2001. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2-9: The Red Cow Inn, Penrith, taken in 1880 looking southwest. The single storey building in the 
foreground houses the billiard room, with a garden area located to its right (west). Copy courtesy of Terry 
Agar, Penrith City Council.  
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Tooth & Company and Tied-Houses31 
It was in 1904 that the hotel’s connection with Tooth & Co began when the company leased the 
premises and they have continued in a long ‘tied’ association with the hotel until recently.32  During 
the 1870s, Tooth & Co introduced the concept of the ‘tied house’, a practice common in Britain.  
Under this system Tooth & Co lent all or part of the capital for the hotel premises to publicans, 
conditional on the publican selling their products exclusively.  
 
Following Taylor’s death in 1906, the Inn was sold to James McMahon and the hotel licence was 
transferred to Arthur Williamson who held it until his death in 1908.  Williamson’s wife, Sarah took 
over the license, relinquishing it to Robert Lack in 1911.33  The transfer of the hotel license in 1911 
to Robert Lack began an association between the Inn and the Lack Family that was to last over 40 
years and led to the family purchasing the hotel in 1925.  The Red Cow Inn and its outbuildings 
remained largely intact until that time. 
 
In 1925 Mrs Margaret Mary Lack, the widow of Robert Lack, purchased the Inn, having already 
taken over the hotel licence following her husband’s death in 1917.  In August 1926 she applied for 
permission to make alterations to the hotel,34 which included a new wing, re-roofing, hot and cold 
water and sewerage connections plus modifications to the existing building. 
 

Figure 2-10: The Red Cow Inn, c1905. Note the name of the licensee from 1904 to 1908, Arthur Williamson, 
is painted onto the verandah fascia with Tooth’s symbol (a white horse) located on the balcony balustrade over.  
Penrith Local Studies Library 

                                                      
31 This section is taken from NBRS&P 2005:28-29. 
32 LTO Vol 1377, Folio 228, Lease No. 387944, 27 June 1904 to Tooth & Co.  
33 AO 10/242 – Record of Publicans Licenses held in the Penrith area, 1893-1903. 
34 Register for Applications for Liquor Licences, AP10/246A. 
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Figure 2-11: The Red Cow Inn c1918, following Mrs Margaret Mary Lack taking over as licensee in 1917.  
Note the banner with the name M. M. Lack, and the sign on the bar window indicating ‘Lack’s Hotel’.  She is 
possibly shown on the first floor verandah. Penrith Local Studies Library 
 
 
The hotel fell into a decline in the inter-war period because of the reduction in its importance due to 
its location away from the main road and the reduced significance of Penrith as a destination.  In 
1930 an order was made stating the owner had to make improvements to the hotel to maintain their 
license.  The value of these works amounted to £1100.  The works included fencing of the grounds, 
construction of a water shed, installation of a septic tank, a new iron roof and an additional 17 rooms.  
Electric light was installed and hot and cold water connected to the bathrooms. 
 
Phases of Red Cow Inn Development 

 Built c. 1862 
 Second-storey added c. 188235  
 1891, renovated inside and out when T.R. Smith took it over from his father36 
 1899, Mr and Mrs Gough managing the Red Cow which has been thoroughly renovated37 
 Advertisements refer to best wines and spirits being offered and to excellent 

accommodation.38 
 
 
2.6 Background to Penrith’s Development39 
The nucleus of Penrith was established when Macquarie caused a weatherboard Court House and 
lock-up to be built close to the Western Road in 1817, and had a paddock of 3.2 ha enclosed for 
travelling stock.  These were set back a few kilometres from the river crossing, on higher ground, to 
be less vulnerable to floods. (The Woodriff grant of 1804 extended from the river to within 100m of 
                                                      
35 Nepean Times, 3 March 1882, p1 c2  
36 Nepean Times, 6 June 1891, p4 c3 
37 Nepean Times, 26 August 1899, p4 c3 
38 Nepean Times, 30 March 1895, p6 c6, 6 August 1904, 4 January, p1, c1, 2 Jan, 1909 p1, c1. Penrith City 
Library: http://opac.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/ipaclocalindex/searchNewspaper 
39 This section is extracted from Penrith City Library webpage http://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/index. 
asp?id=218 
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the area set apart for the courthouse and the Paddock).  By this time, teams of bullocks, carts and 
horsemen were beginning to travel across the river, fording it where it was shallow and soon there 
were five or six fords along the Nepean between the Western Road and the point where the Grose 
River joined the Nepean to form the Hawkesbury.  
 
A ferryboat called the ‘Pheasant’ was used as early as 1815 and by 1823 a punt was operating 
regularly on the river.  The teams camped on the riverbanks, or nearby, re-grouping for the crossing 
and the ascent up the mountains and a cluster of buildings formed near the river, their location being 
called ‘Nepean’. 
 
A bench of magistrates was appointed: Sir John Jamison, the Rev. Henry Fulton, John McHenry and 
a Military Officer.  Penrith, however, though containing the germ of a town in its courthouse, was not 
endowed with an official plan, and an 1828 plan shows that the wooden courthouse and resting 
paddock were still isolated on the road.  In The New South Wales Calendar and Directory for 1832, 
however, it is noted that there was a recently erected public house, a police office for the district and 
a post office within the courthouse a little further on. 
 
In 1837, Bishop Broughton, with a nice sense of siting, chose Penrith as the site for a church, and the 
building of St Stephens began.  It was a surprisingly large church for a tiny hamlet, as Penrith then 
was, built in the new fashioned ‘commissioners’ Gothic style, with brick walls and stone trim.  The 
builder was James Atkinson, a local man, and James Houison of Parramatta has been suggested as 
the architect.  It has a large buttressed tower topped with a crown of crenellations and six pinnacles, 
which must have been a notable landmark when it first arose. 
 
It seems that St Stephens really endowed Penrith with the status of a village, and gave it a specific 
sense of place, though the name ‘Penrith’ was in use by 1828 when the census was taken.  A 
cemetery was marked out behind the church.  Mrs Meredith notes in 1839 that Penrith was a long 
village, with ‘a few pretty, and many new, raw-looking houses’ with some very nice flower gardens. 
 
By 1848 there were 291 inhabitants in the town and 63 houses loosely grouped about the church. A 
second church had been built, a slab Roman Catholic Chapel, soon to be replaced by a more 
permanent structure in 1850.  A district council had been appointed, in 1843, with Robert Copeland 
Lethbridge, Edward Cox, William Russell, Edward Blaxland, Robert Dalhunty and Thompson as 
members. 
 
But it was the coming of the railway line that gave Penrith its first impetus for growth.  The line was 
constructed first to Kingswood at the junction of the highway and the Richmond to Bringelly Road 
and then onto Penrith in 1863.  Its route was slightly north of the highway.  Between the railway line 
and the road, Henry and Belmore Streets were marked out, with Station and Riley Streets leading to 
the railway station.  The Penrith railway yard became a major depot, a refuelling station and a centre 
where helper locomotives were attached to the trains to assist in the ascent up the mountains.  The 
extension of the line across the river and through Emu Plains and then up the mountain escarpment 
by means of viaducts and tunnels was a major engineering work, and attracted many railway workers 
to the town. 
 
Concurrent with the arrival of the railway, the first subdivision of the Hornseywood Estate, south of 
the highway, was advertised in 1863.  It was not until twenty-two years later (1885) however, that a 
major subdivision of this estate was planned by Richardson and Wrench.  Small house blocks were 
surveyed in seven blocks near the highway, with larger allotments between Lethbridge and Jamison 
Roads, Woodriffe and Doonmore Streets.  The line of Woodriffe Street followed the boundary of the 
original land grants, interrupting the regular north-south orientation of the streets.  At this time 
Penrith consisted of a cluster of buildings, mainly in three blocks, along the northern side of the 
highway, with three churches on the southern side, a bank and a few houses.  Inns, shops, workshops, 
court house and houses lined the three blocks on the northern side; there was a scattering of houses 
along Henry and North Streets and others further towards the river. 
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Other Hornseywood subdivisions followed in the eighties, and the York Estate further south was 
subdivided into 83 farms varying from 1.4 to 6 hectares.  North of the railway line, the old Sarah 
McHenry grant was subdivided in 1885 into 249 town allotments, and many of these were taken up 
and built upon in the following decades.  The land was both elevated and close to the centre and the 
station. 
 
Thus from a situation where very few town allotments had been available, with land tied up in large 
estates surrounding the village, Penrith moved in the eighties to a position of a dramatic oversupply 
of surveyed allotments, all without services.  This did not foster orderly development, nor did it allow 
a suitable allocation of open space in the residential areas.  The old racecourse was still the town’s 
major recreation area.  It also provided a legacy of hundreds of subdivided town allotments, and their 
location was to provide the shape of Penrith's expansion in the 1970s, then three generations in the 
future. 
 
In 1871, Penrith was proclaimed a municipality, following a petition, from 176 persons liable to be 
rated upon incorporation.  James John Riley became the first mayor.  A piped town water supply was 
constructed and opened on February 12, 1892.   
 
After the flurry of the subdivisions of the 1880s, which included those within the study area, the 
population of the Penrith, Nepean, and St. Marys municipalities remained fairly static for some five 
decades.  There was some activity at Mulgoa, with the prospect of irrigation, and a municipality was 
formed there, for twenty years, between 1893 and 1913.  The activity of the railway building and 
extension was over, the bridge was built, and the travellers’ pause at the Nepean River was no longer 
necessary.  Farming too was changing, from staple crops and livestock, which were produced on a 
much grander scale west of the mountains, to orcharding, some vine growing and dairying.  A 
symptom of this hiatus was the promotion of the district as a holiday resort, with homes being 
converted to guesthouses advertising accommodation for city holidaymakers.  It was not until the 
1950s that a strong impetus for growth emerged, and this was tied to the general expansion of the 
functions of the metropolitan area of Sydney. 
 

Year  

Population Figures for 
Penrith, town and 

municipality 
1848 291 
1861 710 
1871 836 
1881 2,310 
1891 3,797 
1901 3,539 

Density 1.0 p/ha 
1911 3,682 
1921 3,604 
1933 3,911 
1947 4,961 
1954 17,924 

Density 0.45 p/ha 
1961 31,969 
1971 60,316 
1981 108,720 
1986 139,863 

Density 3.4 p/ha 
Table 2-3: Population details for Penrith.  Penrith City Library webpage http://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/ 
index.asp?id=221. Taken from: W.A. Coglan, 'Census Figures of 1891'. County of Cumberland Planning 
Scheme Report, 1951.  
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Figure 2-12: Subdivision of the Hornseywood Estate, for Sale…on Saturday, Oct 10th, 1885.  Much of the 
development at this time was some distance from the railway station even though it had been there for some 
time.  Richardson & Wrench, auctioneers…Penrith City Library webpage http://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov. 
au/index.asp?id=218  
 
 
 
 

Study area with Red 
Cow Inn 
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3.0 Results of Fieldwork 
 
3.1 Methodology 
A machine was used to remove fill obscuring footings in areas chosen as the most likely to contain 
archaeological remains.  If remains were found to be present, they were further exposed by hand, 
cleaned and recorded.  If necessary these features (contexts) were removed by hand to gain further 
information.  The Harris Matrix (Table 3-1) attached to this report covers only Area D (Red Cow 
Inn) where the main investigation took place and there was no relationship with this area and the 
other areas.  Areas A, B, C, E and the timber-lined pit in the centre of the site only account for nine 
context numbers (4703-4708, 4722 and 4723 and 4737).  Their archaeological relationships are 
outlined in the appropriate sections below.   
 
 
3.2 Station Street between the Red Cow Inn and Borec House – Area A 
An area of about 20 by 30m was opened with the aid of a small excavator to uncover potential 
remains of early twentieth-century houses and their backyards as identified on a 1947 aerial 
photograph (Figs 1-3, 2-1; Plan 3-1).  After removing the bitumen surface and road base gravel, dry-
pressed brick and concrete foundations of what appeared to be three joined houses emerged (Photos 
3-1, 3-2).  The northern dwelling (House 1) appeared to have been built first, with the centre (House 
2) and the southern (House 3) buildings added on simultaneously at a later stage.  Evidence of 
internal piers was found within the demolition fill. The area within the walls was cleared down to the 
natural brown clay.  There was no evidence of occupation deposits.  
 
The southern house (House 3) had a kitchen on concrete slab added at the western side which 
included an internal toilet. A small concrete slab for an outdoor toilet was also present in the 
backyard of the centre building (Photo 3-1).  These additions were connected to plumbing and were 
sitting on several layers of up to 500mm of fill, mainly boiler ash and clay, which were present over 
the entire backyard area that was opened.  Artefacts collected during machine excavation and clean 
up were numbered under Context 4702.  
 
Remains of a concrete block building, with some in situ remains, but mostly buried in two machine-
cut pits, were also uncovered in the backyard area.  The only feature of moderate interest was a 
roughly rectangular rubbish pit about 2.5 m long containing rubble made up mainly of early 
nineteenth-century sandstock bricks and large amounts of metal artefacts (4703), most of which 
appeared to be parts of a carriage.  The finds from this feature were salvaged and are discussed in the 
Metals report (Appendix 2.3).   
 
 
3.3 Opposite northwest corner of Borec House, west of laneway – Area B 
A small trench of about 4 by 4m was opened to look for the remains of what seems to be a hexagonal 
building on the 1947 aerial photograph (Fig. 2-1).  The trench revealed that the natural clay had been 
cut down in this area and replaced with a layer about 1 m thick of clean white crushed sandstone, was 
separated from the clay by geo-textile material (Photo 3-3).  This situation appeared the same about 
15m to the south in the section of the bulk excavation and it is assumed that it was the same to the 
west and north (Fig. 3-1).  This area was a modern carpark which has clearly involved considerable 
site works, as part of building the carpark in the 1980s(?), which impacted on any archaeology 
surviving at that time.   
 
This result was generally confirmed by the monitoring except for the discovery of a timber-lined pit 
or well which was robbed by a bottle collector before we could properly record it.  Artefacts 
collected from this feature were identified as context 4737.   
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Photo 3-1: Area A, view to the east towards Station Street.  The northern dwelling (House 1) appeared to have 
been built first, with the centre (House 2) and the southern (House 3) buildings added on simultaneously at a 
later stage.  Dig. photo 007, Scale 1m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 3-2: View to east towards Station Street with Borec House on the right.  This shows the cut for the large 
feature (4703) containing quantities of metal artefacts. This property was part of Lots 14 to 17, Station Street. 
Dig. photo 11.  
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Context Type Description Area 

4701 Structure Pebble base/footing D: RC1 
4702  Machine excavation/cleanup A, D: RC1 
4703 Fill Rubbish pit A: Station Street 
4704  Machine excavation/cleanup A: Station Street 
4705 Fill Cistern/tank fill-top C: Riley Street 
4706 Fill Cistern/tank fill-bottom C: Riley Street 
4707 Structure Cistern/tank C: Riley Street 
4708  Machine excavation/cleanup C: Riley Street 
4709 Fill Occupation, North Wing/Room 2 D: RC1 
4710 Fill Modern, over well feature D: RC1 
4711 Fill Occupation, North Wing/Room 1 D: RC1 
4712 Structure Pebble cobbling D: RC1 
4713 Fill Well fill D: RC1 
4714 Fill Fill of sandstone drain 4718 D: RC1 
4715 Fill Fill of sandstock-brick box drain 4717 D: RC1 
4716 Fill Fill of V-shaped trench 4724 D: RC1 
4717 Structure Sandstock-brick box drain D: RC1 
4718 Structure Drain, V-shaped sandstone D: RC1 
4719 Structure Sandstock-brick dish drain D: RC1 
4720 Fill Fill within structure 4725 D: RC1 
4721 Structure Sandstock-brick walls on pebble footing D: RC1 
4722 Fill Western pit (tree root) C: Riley Street 
4723 Fill Eastern pit C: Riley Street 
4724 Cut V-shaped trench, flat bottom D: RC1 
4725 Structure Remnants of footings - sandstone, brick D: RC1 
4726 Structure Sandstone footings, DP brick wall D: RC1 
4727 Structure DP brick wall in sections D: RC1 
4728 Structure Timber beam D: RC1 
4729 Structure Timber-lined well or pit D: RC1 
4730 Cut Cut for 4729 D: RC1 
4731 Surface Mortar surface D: RC1 
4732 Surface Ash surface D: RC1 
4733 Structure Sandstone pad footing D: RC1 
4734 Natural Clayey sand brown to yellow D: RC1 
4735 Fill Redeposited red natural D: RC1 
4736 Fills Modern levelling D: RC1 
4737 Fill Fill of timber-lined feature (well or pit) B 

Table 3-1: List of archaeological contexts recorded from the archaeological excavation.  These are mentioned 
throughout the report.  The location of many of these contexts is indicated on the various plans.   
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North Wing and Yard South Wing and Well West Area
Modern Fill & 

Machine Excavaton 4736 modern fill

Modern additions
4710 modern fill

Alterations,
 South Wing, ca 1900

4727 dp wall 4726 footing 4720 fill in 4725 4714 fill of 4718

4731 surface 4725 footings 4719 dish drain 4718 v-shaped 
drain

4709 occuaption Rm 4711 occuaption Rm 1 4713 fill 4715 fill of drain

4732 ash surface 4717 box drain

Original contruction, 4733 pad footing 4701 pebble footing 4721 strucutre, wall 4728 strucuture 4712 structure 4729 well/pit 4716 fill of 4724
including

West Wing, ca1870
4735 redeposited natural 4724 cut

4734 natural

 
Figure 3-1: Matrix of archaeological contexts associated with the Red Cow Inn.  
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AREA 
A:

Plan 3-1: Area A, remains of buildings on Station Street, between Borec House and the Red Cow Inn.  See Photos 3-1, 3-2.  
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Photo 3-3: Area B, view to 
north showing the clean fill 
to the southwest of the Red 
Cow Inn prior to demolition 
of the additions. Dig. photo 
10, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.4 Riley Street Carpark – Area C 
This part of the site was investigated on the 3 and 4 September, 2004.  An area of about 15m x 15m, 
about 4m east of the Riley Street boundary and about 19.5m south of the Jane Street boundary, was 
cleared of the remaining road base gravel and levelling fill, down to the natural red clayey sand 
(Photo 3-4).  It became evident that the area had been cut down by up to 1.3m, especially adjacent to 
Riley Street, and then refilled with crushed white sandstone and red local clayey sand to provide a 
sound base for the car park.  The area sloping up towards the east where the introduced fill petered 
out.  No remains of the actual houses facing Riley Street survived, but a round brick feature, a cistern 
(4707/4706), and two irregularly shaped pits were discovered in the east part of the opened area.   
 
3.4.1 The Cistern 
A circular cistern (4707) with an internal diameter of 2.9m was situated about 11m east of the Riley 
Street boundary (Plan 3-2; Photo 3-5).  It was constructed of reused flat sandstock bricks bonded 
with grey cement mortar and water proofed with cement render.  The bottom had a flat brick base 
covered with cement render.  Two bricks were kept as examples.  They both had residual brown 
sandy shell mortar attached to them under the cement mortar.  The cistern wall was still standing 
nearly 1.8m high in the east and nearly 1.4m in the west and the floor of the cistern was about 2.6m 
under the current foot path level.  The fill (4706) down to about 250mm above the bottom was made 
up mainly of olive green and brown clayey material containing some household artefacts as well a 
few flat sandstock bricks and pieces of collarless terracotta pipe.  The last 250mm consisted of 
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artefact-rich black humic fill mixed with olive green and brown clayey material.  Suggesting that, 
when the cistern was being backfilled after it was no longer required as a source of water supply, that 
it was used for the disposal of a limited amount of household rubbish.  Reticulated water was 
connected to Parramatta in 1892 and it is likely that water was connected to the Riley Street house 
within 10 years, by 1902 (Section 2,6, p.30).   
 
The bulk of the fill (4706) was excavated by machine, then checked for artefacts.  Only the very 
bottom was cleaned out by hand.  The fill contained 98 artefacts.  The artefacts from this context are 
discussed in detail in the artefact reports (Appendix 2) and in Sections 4 and 5.   
 
The cistern was probably fully enclosed by a domed roof with an access hole in the top as well as 
gaps for inlet and overflow pipes.  The height of similar structures of this type recently excavated by 
Casey & Lowe at 1 Smith Street, Parramatta had the same diameter, which would have made this one 
about 3m high.40  As only 1.8 to 1.4m of the cistern survived this suggests that the cutting down of 
this area, for the carpark in the 1980s, saw the original ground levels reduced by approximately 1m to 
1.5m.   
 
3.4.2 Features 
The western pit (4722) was an irregular-shaped feature dug into a burned out tree root (Photo 3-7).  
The eastern pit (4723) was also irregular in shape but showed clear lines of several cuts during 
excavation including a possible post hole with a depth of almost 400mm in the roughly rectangular 
shaped north part of the feature.  Some artefacts including two complete bottles were found in the top 
of the backfill of this feature before clear cuts emerged.   
 

Photo 3-4: View to southwest in Area C, note the cistern (4707) in the middle with the two other pits (4722, 
4733) (dark brown in the red) just beyond.  Riley Street is behind the photographer. Dig. Photo 21, Scale 1m.  

                                                      
40 Casey & Lowe 2005  Archaeological Investigation, Non-Indigenous Archaeology,1 Smith Street, 
Parramatta, for Sydney Water, February 2005.  The Smith Street report is lodged at 
www.caseyandlowe.com.au.   
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Photo 3-5: View to east of section 
through cistern fill 4706. Dig. photo 
25, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-6: View to northeast of the 
cistern following the excavation of 
the fill deposit. Dig. photo 31, Scale 
1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-7: Looking northeast at the 
two pits (4722, 4723) adjacent to the 
cistern (4707). Dig. photo 35, Scale 
1m. See Plan 3-2.   
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Plan 3-2: Plan of Area C, with the rendered brick cistern and the two nearby features.  
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3.5     The Red Cow Inn – Area D 
Archaeological excavations resumed on 14 September 2004, after the demolition of the modern 
extensions to the west of the Red Cow Inn, and were completed on 22 September 2004.  The 
investigations covered an area of about 20m x 30m to the west and the northwest of the retained part 
of the Red Cow Inn (Plans 3-2, 3-3, 3-4; Photo 3-8)).  The most significant remains uncovered were 
two earlier wings of the hotel and a timber-lined well or long drop cesspit.  No early underfloor 
occupation deposits were found, due to various changes to the configuration of the hotel during the 
twentieth century.  
 
The overburden (context no 4702/4736) in the area of the wings was mainly mixed demolition fill of 
around 200mm thickness under a concrete slab of 100mm.  To the north of the structures, in the 
Northwest Area, there was also mixed demolition fill (context no 4736), with some sandstock brick 
demolition closer to the buildings, over redeposited red and brown and red clayey sand.  The fill in 
this area was up to 600mm deep.  The redeposited natural (4735) appeared to have been dumped to 
level the area for the construction of the Inn, with part of the north wing footings (context no 4721) 
sitting in this material. A small excavator was used to remove the modern material.  
 
 
3.5.1 The North Wing 
The remains of the north wing, roughly L-shaped, consisted of footings and small sections of brick 
walls (4721) for two main rooms with an area divided into three small spaces at the southern end 
(Plans 3-3, 3-4; Photo 3-9).  
 
The foundations were strip footings built with local river cobbles and sandy-shell mortar, except in 
part of the southern end where only sand was used between the cobbles and where, given the small 
size of the partitions, the cobbles were laid as a wide base.  The footings were between 300mm and 
450mm deep and about 450mm wide.  Up to three courses of sandstock bricks bonded with buff shell 
mortar remained in some parts.  The bricks all bear diamond-shaped frogs.  The north wall is an 
extension of the north wall of the retained Red Cow Inn building which rests on the same cobble 
footings, indicating that this whole wing was part of the original pub building (Photo 3-10). 
 
The area immediately west of the North Wing, the back yard area, was only sampled by digging a 
test strip about 2.4m long and 500mm wide.  It contained a black loamy fill mixed with yellow clay 
over boiler ash and a surfaces of river cobbles (Photo 3-11).  
 
 
Room 1 
The internal measurements of this space were about 2.7m x 4.2m (Plan 3-3; Photo 3-12).  It was 
located outside the west wall of the retained pub building, sharing the above mentioned north wall.  
All the cobble footings were bonded with shell mortar.  The room was probably partitioned into two 
equal parts as there was an east-west running, 300mm x 300mm timber beam (4728) in the under-
floor area.  This beam had been roughly underpinned with fibro and chunks of concrete (repairs) and 
was later replaced, due to extensive termite damage, by several sections of dry-pressed brick walling 
(4727), bonded with cement mortar, running parallel next to it.  In the space between the north wall 
and the timber beam several tightly spaced piers (350mm x 900mm), of dry-pressed machine-made 
brick with cement mortar, supporting the concrete slab of the modern extension, creating a cavity 
through which the plastic drinks hoses ran.  A test square of 1m x 1m was dug through a layer of grey 
clayey sand (topsoil) and small fragmentary demolition debris (4711) present in the space north of 
the timber beam.  It was sitting on natural light brown clayey sand (4734) and yielded only a few 
finds.  This deposit was not present in the space south of the beam and was probably associated with 
later changes to this room. 



Results of Fieldwork 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe          Red Cow Inn & Penrith Plaza 
                                             Archaeological Investigation 

40

Figure 3-2: Plan showing the layout of the Red Cow Inn and associated areas.   
 
 
Room 2 
This was a roughly rectangular space, oriented north-south, with the small partitions (discussed 
below) at the southern end (Plan 3-3; Photo 3-13).  It was located adjacent to Room 1 sharing its 
western wall and using the same northern wall.  The internal width was 2.5m in the northern half, 
alongside Room 1, and 3.2m in the southern half.  The overall length of the internal space is about 
7m.  The cobble footings were bonded with shell mortar, except the eastern wall to the south of 
Room 1, which had only sand between the cobbles.  This wall was also narrower (300mm) and did 
not appear to be keyed into the southern wall of Room 1.  There is a gap of about 2.2m between this 
wall and the retained pub wall.  Traces of the above mentioned timber bearer (4728) and the 
replacement brick wall (4727) were continuous westwards into this room.  The room contained a 
dark loamy layer (4709), of which a 1.5m wide strip at the southern end was carefully excavated 
down to the natural light brown clayey sand (4734).  This layer was between 60 and 180mm thick 
and contained a variety of artefacts.  The room was diagonally cut by various modern service 
trenches. 
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Photo 3-8: View to southeast of 
the showing North and South 
Wings. Dig. photo 047, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-9: View to north of the 
Phase 1, North Wing of the Red 
Cow Inn. Dig. photo 059, Scale 
1m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Photo 3-10: Looking south to the 
northern wall of the North Wing. 
Note the cobbles used in the 
footings.  Room 1 is to the left and 
Room 2 to the right beyond the 
wall. Dig. photo 64, Scale 1m.  
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Photo 3-11: View to east of a 
test trench down to cobbled 
yard.  Dig. photo 84. Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-12: View to northeast 
Room 1, North Wing of the Red 
Cow Inn.  Note the timber cross 
bearer and the use of cobbles in 
the wall footings. Dig. photo 65,  
Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 3-13: View to north 
Room 2, North Wing of the Red 
Cow Inn.  Note the timber cross 
bearer and the use of cobbles in 
the wall footings and surfacing. 
Dig. photo 65,  Scale 1m.  
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Plan 3-3: Area D, Phase 1, Red Cow Inn.  The main difference between this plan and phase 2 is in Room 3.  This plan shows the square timber-lined feature which was covered by deposit in the Phase 2, Plan 3-4.  
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Plan 3-4: Area D, Phase 2, Red Cow Inn.  The main difference between this plan and phase 1 is in Room 3.  On this plan deposit 4710 overlays the square timber-lined feature, Plan 3-5.  
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The three small spaces 
The cobble footing at the southern end of Room 2 was about 2m wide, with mortar only present at 
the northern edge.  The bottom courses of several brick walls were still present on top of the footing, 
with three separate rooms distinguishable (Photo 3-14).  A square room at the west end, which 
probably measured 1.2m x 1.2m internally and two rooms to the east, the northern one rectangular, 
measuring 1.5m x 500mm, and the southern one square, probably 900mm x 900mm, the latter 
bearing some blackened brick, common on fire places.  This space was probably a chimney.  A test 
trench dug through the footing in the larger square room came down onto natural light brown clayey 
sand (4734) and revealed a footing depth of about 400mm.  The use of these spaces is not clear, but 
they may be related with food-preparation, as a kitchen, in the early stages of the Red Cow Inn.  
There may have been an exterior oven around the central chimney.   
 
 
3.5.2 The South Wing 
Oriented east-west, this rectangular structure (4726) was about 4.7m wide and 8.7m long and divided 
into two rooms (3 and 4) with internal measurements of 4.8m x 4m and 3m x 4m (Plans 3-3, 3-4, 
Photos 3-15, 3-16).  The walls consisted of single layer sandstone footings with remains of a 
superstructure of dry-pressed brick walls bonded with cement mortar.  The sandstone blocks were 
300mm wide and of different lengths.  They all had one picked flat side which was painted light pink 
indicating that they were reused from another building (Photo 3-17).  The blocks were placed with 
the flat side up, most of them long ways, with some shorter ones across, creating a level surface for 
the bricks.  The southern wall of this wing was a continuation of the south wall of the retained 
portion of the pub, which itself is a later wall, enclosing the earlier verandah/balcony area.  A cobble-
paved gap of about 1.2m separated the west wall of the pub from the east wall of this structure.   
 
The dividing wall between rooms 3 and 4 contains what appears to be a double fire place (Photos 3-
18, 3-19) with a large sandstone block base, 2.2m wide and protruding 1.2m into the east room 
(Room 3), and forming a hearth to the fireplace, which could have supported a large stove or oven, 
suggesting that this room was used as a kitchen.  The west room (Room 4) appears to have only had a 
regular fireplace.  Room 3 contained some patches of cobble paving, which was also present in the 
yard area between the two wings.  The trenches for the sandstone block footing had been cut through 
this paving, making the south wing a later addition above the earlier cobbled yard.  The machine-
pressed shale bricks and cement mortar used in construction suggested that the south wing could 
have been built in the early twentieth century.  The centre of Room 3 was filled with a large amount 
of modern debris (chunks of concrete, asbestos fibro, dry-pressed bricks), which was subsequently 
removed with the aid of a small excavator to reveal a timber-lined square well or long-drop cesspit 
(Photo 3-18).  The south wing post-dates the earlier cobbled yard and was a later phase of the 
occupation of the Red Cow Inn.  This wing was demolished for the twentieth-century additions 
which in turn were demolished as part of the current works.   
 
The south wing appears to have been built to replace the kitchen in the north wing which must have 
become inadequate early on, due to its small size.   These relationships are illustrated in the matrix 
(Table 3-1).  The Inn is known to have been upgraded a number of times to maintain it license 
(Section 2.6).  
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Photo 3-14: View to west of the 
southern end of Room 2 with the 
three separate spaces.  Note the 
diamond frogs on the bricks in the 
foreground.  Dig. photo 76, Scale 
1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-15: Looking southeast 
towards the South Wing. Room 4 is 
in the foreground and Room 3 in the 
background. There is a cobbled yard 
immediately north of Room 3.  Dig. 
photo 54, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-16: Looking east towards 
the South Wing. Room 4 is in the 
foreground and Room 3 in the 
background. This area probably 
contained an early kitchen. Dig. 
photo 55, Scale 1m.  
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Photo 3-17: East sandstone wall 
footing, Room 4.  The stones were 
reused, as indicated by pink paint 
and pick marks. Dig. photo 63, 
Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-18: Looking west at 
fireplace in the walls between Room 
3 and Room 4.  Dig. photo 62, Scale 
1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-19: Looking east with 
Room 3 to the right.  This shows 
part of the cobbled yard area.  Dig. 
photo 56, Scale 1m. 
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3.5.3 The Cobbled Yard 
The area between the south and the north wing was paved with river cobbles (4712) on a base of 
yellow sand.  The cobbles varied in length from about 50mm to 400mm and were set in yellow sand, 
creating a cobblestone surface (Photo 3-19; Plan 3-3).  The area of the south wing also contained 
remains of cobble paving, suggesting that the whole area behind the western wall of the pub and 
south of the north wing was originally paved with the same material.  The cobbles had at some stage 
been covered with an ashy material to achieve a more even surface.  
 
 
3.5.4 The Well or Long-Drop Cesspit 
This timber-lined rectangular feature was located in the centre of Room 3 in the South Wing but it 
pre-dates this structure and is associated with an earlier period of occupation (Plan 3-3; Photo 3-20).  
The mouth of the well or pit, or what remained of it, could only partly be investigated, as it was 
disturbed and filled with building debris containing a high amount of asbestos fibro (about 5%), 
which had to be removed by machine.  This fill was however hand excavated at first, revealing an 
inward sloping mortar surface in the west half.  Whether the mortar had a function is not clear and it 
could just have been dumped there during the original backfilling process.  The relationship of the 
well to the cobble paving could not be established.  The timber lining (4729) became evident at about 
25.80m A.H.D., which is 1.4m beneath the cobble surface.  The structure was documented at this 
level, but could not be accessed again, once further excavation resumed, due to safety restrictions.  
The circular cut (4730) for the feature was 2.5m in diameter at this point and had been refilled with 
mixed grey and yellow clay.  After about one more metre the cut appeared to be only the size of the 
square timber shaft (1.2m x 1.2m).  The fill (4713) was taken out with the aid of an excavator to a 
level of about 23.70m A.H.D., when excavation had to be abandoned.  The fill consisted of dark 
humus material with some yellow clay.  It was stored separately and sifted through by hand for 
artefacts.  The bulk of artefacts came from the bottom 1.2m before excavation had to be stopped.  
The artefacts from this deposit are discussed in detail in Sections 4, 5 and Appendix 2.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 3-20: Looking east over the 
timber-lined feature (4729) that pre-
dated the construction of Room 3.  
Note the size of the cut into which 
the timber-lined pit was excavated. 
Dig. photo 92, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.5.5 Northwest Area 
This is the area to the north of the North Wing (Plan 3-3, 3-4; Photo 3-21).  Several layers of fill 
were machine excavated to expose the natural ground which had various service trenches and a 
brick-filled trench running along the north edge, cut into it.  The only feature of interest was a 
sandstone pad (4733) footing about 1.5m north off the northwest corner of the retained pub building, 
which was most likely the foundation of a verandah post.  About 13m to the north, a terracotta sewer 
drain and a concrete stormwater drain, both 600mm in diameter and east-west running, limited the 
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area of excavation.  These drains were located just south of a massive concrete culvert alongside Jane 
Street.  This area had been covered by twentieth-century additions to the Red Cow Inn which were 
demolished as part of the Penrith Plaza additions.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 3-21: Looking northwest over 
Northwest Area.  Dig. photo 119, 
Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.5.6 West Area 
The west area extends up to about 20m west of the retained pub building and overburden (4702) was 
machine stripped to detect any features such as wells, cesspits or cisterns associated with the Red 
Cow Inn (Plan 3-3, 3-4).  The result was the discovery of sections of various drains, mostly 
constructed of sandstone and sandstock bricks similar to those found in the footings of the north 
wing, as well as shallow remains of part of the sandstone and sandstock brick footings for a small 
structure (4725) (Photo 3-22).  Two above ground drains were identified.  One of them was a north-
south drain (4718) in the northwest corner of this area with an overall length of about 10m 
comprising a brick base on which outwards leaning sandstone slabs were standing, creating a V-
shaped profile (Photo 3-23).  It was not in very good condition and had been repaired in the centre 
with about 3m of agricultural terracotta pipe.  Only about 1.7m of the brick base survived at the south 
end.  The other open drain (4719) is a standard dish drain, 3 bricks wide, running roughly east-west, 
with the west end bending towards the north, in the centre of this area.  This drain could have fed into 
the V-shaped drain (4718).  The surviving section was about 4m long.  There were no surviving 
features such as roadways in this area to which the above ground drains could be linked to.  They 
may therefore have provided collection and channelling of surface water.   
 
There was also an underground brick box drain (4717), with the base and sides (two bricks high) 
surviving in part, but no traces of the cover, which would have been sandstone rather than brick 
given the internal width of one brick length (220mm).  This drain was situated in the centre of the 
west area and ran southeast to northwest, with a length of 5.5m excavated.  It was cut by the V-
shaped drain (4718) and by the dish drain (4719), making it the earliest of the three drains.  Another 
feature was a very neatly cut trench (4724), 450mm deep, with a trapezoid profile, 800mm wide at 
the top and 220mm wide at the bottom, visible under the box drain (4717) and south of the dish drain 
(4719).  It was filled with dark grey sandy silt with charcoal flecks containing some artefacts (4716) 
changing to mottled grey sandy clay at the bottom 100mm.  This trench was the earliest feature 
documented in this area.   
 
The brick and sand stone footings (4725), which cut the box drain (4717), may have formed the 
foundations of a small outbuilding of the hotel and the drains were most likely used to take 
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stormwater away from the backyard of the Red Cow Inn.  There are no known plans of the hotel 
which assist with interpretation of this structure.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-22: Looking 
north over the West 
Area at footings and 
drains. In the 
foreground is the box 
drain (4717) and the 
stone footing (4725).  
Dig. photo 105, Scale 
1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-23: Looking south 
over the West Area at the v-
shaped drain (4718) connected 
to an agricultural pipe.  This is 
the reverse of Photo 3-23.  
Dig. photo 102, Scale 1m.  
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Photo 3-24: 
Looking northwest 
along brick dish 
drain (4719).  Dig. 
photo 107, Scale 
1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.5.7 Summary of Red Cow Inn Phases 
The North Wing was part of the original 1860s Red Cow Inn building.  The foundations were 
continuous and of the same fabric.  The cobbled yard appeared to be the same period, with the 
cobbles butting up to the footings.  The well/cesspit was most likely also in use at that time, judging 
by its simple construction.   
 
The South Wing was definitely of a later date with the trenches for the sandstone footings cutting 
through the older cobble paving.  The materials used in the construction also support this.  The south 
wall footing of the South Wing was the continuation of the current south wall of the retained 
building, which is later than the wall enclosing the verandah.  This means that the south wing was 
built at the time the verandah was enclosed but later than the original construction of the inn.  This 
may have been part of the 1926 alterations undertaken by Mrs Mary Lack (see page 25 above).  
 
In the West Area, although no physical connection could be made to the buildings, the fabric of the 
drains and footings in the area to the west suggests that they were in use in the early stages of the Inn 
and were used to drain stormwater away from the cobbled yard.   
 
 
3.6 Monitoring of Jane Street Stormwater 
During March 2005 archaeological monitoring of Jane Street exposed remains associated with the 
northern area of the Red Cow Inn grounds.  The results of this monitoring were described in Casey & 
Lowe 2005a.  The following is extracted from that report to indicate the nature of these finds:  
 
A circular arrangement of roughly cut rectilinear sandstone blocks was uncovered in the southwest 
corner of the area (Plan 3-5, Photo 3-25).  These remains were one course high and had been placed 
in a cut into the mottled orange grey silty sub-soil.  Smaller assorted sandstone fragments were 
packed against the outside of these cut blocks.  This circular sandstone feature measured 3.5m in 
diameter.  The sandstone blocks measured between 600 x 250 x 300mm and 250 x 200 x 300mm.  In 
the centre of this sandstone feature was a large cut rectilinear sandstone block measuring 900 x 
1005mm.  On the surface of this block were traces of a fine orange grey sandy mortar with 
occasional shell fragments.  The fill within the feature consisted of a grey brown mottled orange silty 
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loam with assorted grits and gravels, charcoal and glass fragments.  A fragment of a sandstone 
column was found within this fill.  During excavation of this area a large rectilinear sandstone block, 
similar to the block found in-situ within the feature (Plan 3-5, Photo 3-25) and a sandstone column 
base were discovered (Photo 3-26, Fig. 3-3).  The southern edge of the feature had been disturbed by 
the existing stormwater culvert.  
 
To the east of the circular sandstone feature a sandstock brick box drain was discovered.  This 
entered the subject area from the south and turned towards the northeast.  The existing stormwater 
culvert cut the southern end of this drain, and the northern end was cut by the sandstone footings 
discussed below.  The length of drain measured c3m.  The bricks used in its construction measured 
220 x 100 x 70mm and were coloured either orange or mottled orange cream.  No frogs were 
identified on the bricks. 
 
A sandstone footing was discovered across the eastern edge of the area.  This footing was orientated 
north to south.  It consisted of a single course of roughly cut sandstone blocks measuring between 
600 x 500 x 300mm and 400 x 450 x 200mm.  The footing was constructed of a single row width of 
sandstone in the north and a double row in the south. The existing stormwater culvert disturbed the 
south end of this footing.  It is possible that where the footing became a double row of sandstone 
blocks there were some steps.  This is unclear because of the impact of the old alignment of the 
stormwater culvert. The northern end of the footing was disturbed by the cut for the crushed 
sandstone road base beneath Jane Street.  There was some evidence of a fine orange sandy mortar 
with occasional shell inclusions on top of the sandstone blocks.  
 
 
Interpretation  
The circular sandstone built feature could have been an ornamental garden feature, the central 
sandstone block possibly supporting a statue.  The 1880 photograph of the Red Cow Inn (Fig. 2-9) 
shows a small statue behind the northwest corner of the Billiard Room. The presence of building 
materials such as the column base and fragment of column drum within the fills above the feature 
further support this.  It is known that building materials from Sir John Jamison’s 1830s mansion 
‘Regentville’ were reused at the Red Cow Inn.  An 1889 newspaper article indicates that the hotel 
and its grounds were littered with objects and items of interest.41  One of these items could have 
stood in the centre of the circular feature.  The mortar on the central sandstone block suggests that it 
was used as a footing or support.  The loamy fill with charcoal inclusions within the feature suggests 
it was also used as a garden bed.  
 
The sandstock brick drain running across the middle of the area was most likely taking waste water 
from the inn out into the street.  The sandstone footing at the east end of the subject area may be a 
footing of the Billiard Room.  There is further potential for remains of the Billiard Room beneath the 
current beer garden, to the south of the old alignment of the stormwater culvert.   
 
Three items of archaeological interest related to the Red Cow Inn were discovered: a circular 
sandstone feature that possibly had a statue standing at its centre, a sandstock brick built box drain 
and sandstone footings possibly of the Billiard Room.  The stone capital was recovered and will be 
put on display within the newly renovated Red Cow Inn.   
 
 

                                                      
41 Casey & Lowe 2003b:4 
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Photo 3-25: General view of area looking east.  Compare with plan, Figure 3-5. Scale 1m. 
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Plan 3-5: Plan of area to the north of the Red Cow Inn, in Jane Street, Penrith. 
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Photo 3-26: Column base recovered from general fill.  Possibly a piece of column base from Regentville.   
. 

 
Figure 3-3: Scale drawing of the profile of the column.   
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2.6     Monitoring in the Beer Garden 
The works were carried out, using a small excavator, on 20 September 2005.  The monitored area 
was located about 15m north of the retained portion of the Red Cow Inn roughly in alignment with 
the north wall of the new extension and adjoining the area currently used as beer garden (Plan 3-6, 
Fig. 3-4).  Firstly an area of about 3m x 11m was stripped down by about 200mm to provide for a 
thin concrete slab and sand bedding for the new paving.  Then an east-west running trench about 
400mm wide and 400mm deep was dug to accommodate the footings for the perimeter wall for the 
new beer garden and finally a trench was dug for the placement of a Jacaranda tree, 2m x 2.4m and 
1m deep, starting about 4m from the east wall of the new extension (Photo 3-27).  
 
The overall lowering of the area and the excavation of the foundation trench were basically contained 
within introduced fill with the exception of a small part in the western end where natural clay was 
reached directly under the fill.  A natural soil profile could not be observed in any of the trenches.  
The area appeared to have been cut down to natural at some stage and later built up again with fills.  
A roughly picked sandstone block was found within the fill.  It measured about 500mm x 300mm x 
110mm and had some reddish sand and shell mortar adhering to one of its surfaces.  This block could 
have originated from the earlier phases of the Red Cow Inn.  The sand used in the mortar had the 
colour of the natural local sand.  The fills consisted of redeposited clay, topsoil, cinder ash and some 
building debris, mainly chunks of cement mortar.  There were tree roots throughout the entire area 
with a strong concentration in the centre where the trench for the new Jacaranda tree was dug. 
 
The excavation of the trench for the Jacaranda tree revealed part of a circular structure with an 
estimated diameter of approximately 3m along the northern side of the trench (Photos 3-27, 3-28).  
Most of the structure remained under the unexcavated area to the north. First signs of this feature 
appeared at a level of RL 26.7m and the structure was cleaned up and recorded at about RL 26.6m 
which is about 900mm under the level of the new paving.  The exposed structure was located within 
the area of the strip footing trench rather than the deeper tree trench and therefore removing the 
remains did not become an issue. 
 
The structure was built of flat sandstock bricks which appear to have been laid without any mortar.  
Three bricks were removed for further analysis.  The individual bricks measure roughly 225mm x 
105mm x 65mm. There was a clearly visible cut about 100mm wider than the structure itself filled 
with mottled, mainly yellow, redeposited natural clay (Photo 3-28).  The fill within the structure was 
of brown sandy clay, like topsoil in appearance, which contained some smaller glass, ceramic and 
charcoal fragments.  
 
The structure was most likely a well associated with the original Red Cow Inn.  The exposed remains 
will be covered with geo-textile fabric and clean fill and retained below the footing for the beer 
garden wall, the lowest point of which will be about 200mm above the archaeological feature.   
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Figure 3-4: Plan showing the location of the area where the well was found (top).   
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Plan 3-6: Plan showing the location of the excavation work, the position of the well and its relationship to the 
Red Cow Inn and the beer garden.   
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Plan 3-7: Detail plan showing location of well and the excavation areas.  
 

Plan 3-8: Section through fills in relation to the well.  
 
 
 
Photo 3-27: View of well looking 
northeast at the corner of Jane and 
Station Streets.  Scale 1m, 20 Sept 2005 
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Photo 3-28: Detail of edge of well.  
The foreground part of the well has 
been cut down by three courses. 
Diameter is approximately 3m. Scale 
1m, 20 Sept 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-29: Flat orange sandstock 
brick from the well.  The bricks 
measured 225mm x 105mm x 65mm. 
20 Sept 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-30: Area of excavation in 
relation to surviving buildings.  20 
Sept 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


