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4.0 Artefact Analysis 
 
4.1 Research Questions for Artefact Analysis 
Research questions from the 1993/1995 excavation and reporting undertaken for the CSR Site, now 
Jackson’s Landing, Pyrmont, were the basis for the research questions used at this site and a number 
of other mid-nineteenth to early twentieth century sites excavated by Casey & Lowe.  The most 
relevant questions for analysing the artefacts from the archaeological excavation are: 

 What type and range of artefacts were found? 
 What range of activities do the artefacts indicate were being undertaken at the site?   
 What was the nature of the goods in terms of aspects of availability of consumer goods, and 

quality and variety of consumer goods and their evidence for interaction of the site with the 
world at large? 

 
 
4.2 Artefacts Analysis 
The following artefacts analysis is designed to address the three baseline research questions raised 
above.   
 
4.2.1 Cataloguing of Artefacts 
All artefacts were catalogued by specialist team within the cataloguing system developed by Mary 
Casey.  The basis of this system has been published elsewhere and will not be repeated here.36  The 
main elements of the cataloguing system are the use of minimum vessel or item counts and 
attribution of functional categories to the artefacts during cataloguing.  This assists in the 
understating of how the artefacts related to the life of the people residing on the various properties 
who used and disposed of the artefacts and assists with comparative analysis between other 
archaeological sites.  
 
4.2.2 Overview of Artefacts 
A total of 882 items and 1800 sherds were found during the archaeological program undertaken as 
part of the expansion of Penrith Plaza and the upgrading of the Red Cow Inn (Table 4-1).  Fifty-one 
percent of the artefacts came from deposits associated with the Red Cow Inn (Table 4-2).   
 
Area A – Station Street37 
All areas had quantities of artefacts but those from Area A were associated with the occupation of a 
blacksmiths shop and had a predominance of metal artefacts (Table 4-3).  Most of these metal 
artefacts came from the backfill of one pit (4703) within this area (Plan 3-1, Photo 3-2).  Among 
these artefacts were:  

 parts of horse buggy, its steps and axels (Photo 4-1) 
 horse shoes and saddle pommel (Photo 4-2) 
 the mould board of a plough and the blade of a chaff cutter (Photo 4-3) 
 buggy axles and springs (Photo 4-4) 
 part of an agricultural machine, probably a harrow beam and tynes (Photo 4-5) 
 stove/furnace cover and large saucepan (Photo 4-6) 
 two axe heads, four files and a drift (Photo 4-7) 

Some of these appeared to be cut, suggesting they were being used as a source of scrap metal within 
the blacksmith’s shop.  Forty-nine percent (51) artefacts from this pit were associated with transport 
or agricultural or work or similar activity.  This suggests that the pit was used for the disposal of the 
metal artefacts lying around the blacksmith’s shop once it ceased to be used as a blacksmith’s shop.  
Many of the items may have been retained by the smithy for recycling or as templates within the 
shop but once it closed down there would have been no use for such items which are heavy and dirty.  
Notable is the quantity of metal artefacts associated with transport, buggy parts and horseshoes and 

                                                      
36 Mary Casey 2004 ‘Falling between the cracks: method and practice at the CSR Site, Pyrmont’, Australasian 
Historical Archaeology 21:27-43.  
37 For further details about 4703 see specialist report in Appendix 2.3.  
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saddles.  This suggests that the blacksmith may have also serviced the clientele of the Red Cow Inn 
as well as general travellers who had their own transport.  Evidence for the use of such transport on a 
local scale is shown in one of the historic images (Figs 2-9).   
 
Table 4-1: Overview of range and type of artefacts found during the excavation of the Penrith Plaza extensions.   

Category MIC % 
No. 

Frags % 
Architectural/ Building Materials 15 1.7  4 0.2  
Ceramic 350 39.7  895 49.7  
Glass 337 38.2  763 42.4  
Metal 105 11.9  77 4.3  
Miscellaneous 75 8.5  61 3.4  
 882 100 1800 100 

 
 
Table 4-2: Distribution of artefacts from each area.  

Area Name MIC % No. Frags % 
Area A – Station Street 104 11.8  100 5.6  
Area B – off Jane Lane 98 11.1  91 5.1  
Area C – Riley Street 228 25.9  713 39.6  
Area D – Red Cow Inn 452 51.2  896 49.8  
 882 100 1800 100.1 

 
 
Table 4-3: Categories of artefacts found within each area of the site. See Figure 1.3 for location of areas.  

Area 
Building 
Materials Ceramics Glass Metal 

Miscellan 
eous MIC % 

Area A – Station St 4 5 20 68 7 104 11.8  
Area B – off Jane Ln 0 29 69 0 0 98 11.1  
Area C – Riley St 2 83 121 8 14 228 25.9  
Area D – Red Cow Inn 9 233 127 29 54 452 51.2  

Total 15 350 337 105 75 882 100 
% 1.7  39.7  38.2  11.9  8.5  100  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-1: Two horse buggy steps 
and other metal objects from the 
large pit 4703. Scale 10cm 
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Photo 4-2: Horse shoes of varying 
sizes including one blank (middle 
right), 4703. Saddle pommel horn 
(4704/26701); horseshoes (large to 
tiny) (4702/26645, 4703/26657, 
4703/26750, 4703/26655); horseshoe 
blank (4703/26659). Scale 10cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-3: Plough mould board 
(rear, 4703/26686) and chaffcutter 
blade (bottom, 4703/26699). Scale 
10cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo 4-4: Parts of two buggy axles 
with the top one being partly cut. 
This suggests that some of these 
elements were being recycled.  The 
two springs are also from the buggy.  
Axle cut ends, larger (4703/26695), 
smaller (4703/26696); springs (open 
head) 4703/26687; longitudinal 
(4703/26688). Scale 10cm 
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Photo 4-5: Part of agricultural 
machine, probably harrow beam and 
tynes. Scale 10cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-6: Also from 4703 were a 
few household-related artefacts, a 
stove/furnace for covering up a fire 
hole (4703/26761) and an enamelled 
saucepan (4703/26762). Scale 10cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-7: Metal artefacts: two axe 
heads (4703/26673, 26756) a 
drift/pritchel (4703/26674), and part 
of four files (4703/26668, 26669, 
26678, 26754). Scale 10cm 
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Table 4-4: Categories of artefacts found within each area of the site, see Figure 1.3 for location of areas.  
General Function Area A % Area B % Area C % Area D % 

agricultural 3 2.9        
alcohol 11 10.6  25 25.5  53 23.2  38 8.4 

architecture 10 9.6    7 3.1  33 7.3 
architecture/transport 1 1.0      1 0.2  

beverage 2 1.9  21 21.4  10 4.4  23 5.1  
clerical   2 2.0  3 1.3  4 0.9  

economy       2 0.4  
food 7 6.7  24 24.5  89 39.0  220 48.7  

household 5 4.8  6 6.1  7 3.1  19 4.2  
household /industry 2 1.9        
household /transport 1 1.0      1 0.2  

industrial 1 1.0        
personal 1 1.0    6 2.6  20 4.4  

personal/food   1 1.0      
pharmaceutical 1 1.0  12 12.2  21 9.2  10 2.2  

pharmaceutical /personal 1 1.0    1 0.4    
recreation 1 1.0    2 0.9  19 4.2  

service 3 2.9    3 1.3  4 0.9  
transport 26 25.0      1 0.2  

transport/agric 7 6.7        
work 7 6.7        
yard     1 0.4  2 0.4  

unidentified 14 13.5  7 7.1  25 11.0  55 12.2  
 104 100 98 100 228 100 452 100 

 
 
Aside from the metal artefacts there were other artefacts in pit 4703.  Among the ceramic and glass 
artefacts were a few food (7), household (5), personal (1), recreation (1), pharmaceutical (1), 
beverage (2), but no yard items.  There were 11 alcohol-related artefacts but no clerical items which 
is unusual in relation to the operation of commercial premises.  As noted above it is considered likely 
that this pit relates to the end life of the blacksmith’s shop.  The only marked artefact in this group is 
a alcohol/sprits flask:  

 "PETER DAWSON" on shoulder. Above base "DUFFTOWN"/"&"/"GLASGOW" and dates 
1896 to 1930s (4703/26752).   

 
 
Area B – Off Jane Lane 
In this area the only surviving archaeological evidence was a timber-lined structure, either a well or 
cesspit (long drop).  This was only discovered after the site was broken into by a bottle collector.  
The surviving artefacts from this feature were collected and catalogued as context 4737.  This deposit 
is not considered to be either a full collection or even a representative sample of the archaeological 
remains from this feature but the quantity of artefacts do illustrate aspects of the site’s history and 
their brief discussion and description are considered warranted.    
 
Remains of 98 items were recovered from this feature, the majority of which were glass (69) and 
ceramics (29) (Tables 4-2, 4-3).  As noted by Jeanne Harris in the glass report (Appendix 2.2) the 
various functions of these bottles were:  
 

Alcohol (n=19), Beverage (n=19), Clerical (n=1), Food (n=20) and Pharmaceutical 
(n=8). The majority of alcohol-related items are beer/wine or champagne-style bottles 
(n=12).  Four alcohol-related items are two spirit flasks and two whisky bottles and the 
remaining two items are fragmented alcohol bottles which are either too fragmentry for 
specific identification or are missing diagnostic finishes and bases.  All beverage-related 
items are aerated water bottles.  Food-related items are predominantly condiment 
containers, including meat sauce bottles and stoppers, oil/vinegar and pickle chutney 
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bottles.  One press moulded tumbler comprises the remainder of food-related items.  
Pharmaceutical items are patent medicine bottles (n=7) and a castor oil bottle.  An ink 
bottle comprises the clerical-related items.38  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-8: Artefacts from the squarish timber-lined feature in Area B, include: ink stoneware bottles 
(4737/35047, 35048, 35057, 35058), medicine glass bottles (4737/30219, 30221-1 & -2, 30223, 30247, 30249, 
30250); pharmaceutical pot  (35357), food bottles (4737/30185-1 & -2), including Worcester sauce (30217, 
30218, 30220), chicory/coffee (30224), fish paste (30225), pickles/chutney (30246), oil/vinegar (30247, 
30275). Alcohol bottles included: champagne (4737/30214, 30216-1 & -2, 30228), beer/wine (30187) and 
general spirits (30186, 30215). There was also a statuette (4737/35363), and a probable ceramic insulator 
(4737/35354). Scale 10cm 
 
 
 
Among the bottles was a local Penrith bottle labelled Coombs & O'Brien and dated to about 1900 
(Photo 4-9).  There were two ‘Coombs & O’Brien, Penrith’ bottles and one ‘Newling & Walker, 
Parramatta’ bottle found within this context.  All the aerated water bottles from 4737 and from the 
other deposits from the site were from these two local suppliers.   
 
The main ceramics in context 4737 were salt-glazed stoneware bottles (17) (Table 6.3, Ceramics 
Report, App. 2.1) (Photo 4-8).  Among these bottles were ginger beer bottles, stout, ink, blacking 
bottles and some whose use was unclear (Table 4-5).  Also found was a figurine with only its head 
missing (Photo 4-8) and medicine/toilet pots.  These artefacts are thought to have been deposited 
during the late nineteenth century.   
 
Twenty-five of the items from this context were alcohol-related while 21 were beverage bottles, 
ginger beer (2) but mostly aerated water (19) (Table 4-6).  Among the 24 food items were 11 
condiment bottles, a mix of oil or vinegar (4), pickles and chutney (2) uncertain condiment uses (5) 
but probably sauces such as Worcestershire sauce.  There were only a few cups and plates in this 
material.  Pharmaceutical items are patent-medicine bottles (n=7) and a castor oil bottle.   
 
                                                      
38 Jean Harris, Specialist Glass Report, Appendix 2.2:11 
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Decoration 
Specific 
Function Shape 

MIC 
4737 

clobbered tea cup 1 
linear bl serve platter 1 
salt gl maintenance black bottle 4 
salt gl cont bottle 3 
salt gl ginger beer bottle 2 
salt gl stout bottle 6 
salt gl writing ink bottle 1 
salt gl store jar 1 
sponge tea cup 1 

wgl hygiene/serve ewer/jug 1 
wgl mou ornament figurine 1 
wgl mou tableware plate 1 

ww unidentified finial 1 
ww med/toilet pot 5 

      29 
Table 4-5: List of ceramic shapes and their decorations found in context 4737.  
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape MIC 

4737 
SUM 
MIC 

alcohol alcohol bottle 2  
 beer/wine bottle 3  
 beer/wine/cham bottle 1  
 champagne bottle 9  
 spirits flask 2  
 spirits bottle 2  
 stout bottle 6 25 

beverage aerated water bottle 19  
 ginger beer bottle 2 21 

clerical writing bottle 1  
 writing ink bottle 1 2 

food condiment bottle 5  
  oil/vinegar 4  
  pickles/chutney 2  
  stopper 6  
 container bottle 2  
 serve platter 1  
 tableware plate 1  
  tumbler 1  
 tea cup 2 24 

household maintenance black bottle 4  
 ornament bottle 1  
  figurine 1 6 

personal/food hygiene/serve ewer/jug 1 1 
pharmaceutical castor oil bottle 1  

 medicine bottle 6  
 med/toilet pot 5 12 

unidentified container bottle 3  
 container bottle 2  
 store jar 1  
 unidentified finial 1 7 
   98 98 

Table 4-6: Range of functions and shapes in context 4737 for all categories of artefact types.   
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Area C – Riley Street 
Among the only artefacts from this area were those recovered from the backfill (4706) of a brick 
cistern associated with the Riley Street house of the Millen family.  The date of the glass artefacts 
suggests that they were accumulated by the occupants of the house between the 1860s and 1920s.   
Only four ceramics had basemarks and one dated from the 1860s while the remaining three all dated 
from the 1880s, and all were of overseas manufacture.   
 
Artefacts within this area came from four other contexts: the top of the cistern (4705), the main part 
of the cistern (4706), two bricks from the cistern (4707), and from two nearby features, including 
rubbish pit (4723) and another pit excavated into the area of a burnt out tree root (4722) (Table 4-7).   
The main context was the backfill of the cistern (4706) and this section will focus on a brief 
discussion of this context and its artefacts.  This section draws on the three specialist artefact reports 
reproduced in full in Appendix 2.   
 

Context  MIC 
4705 27 
4706 163 
4707 2 
4722 20 
4723 16 

 228 
  

Table 4-7: Contexts in Area C, Riley 
Street contained 228 items, with context 
4706 having the largest quantity.  

 

 
 
Glass 
Context 4706 contained 103 glass items.  Ninety percent of the glass items were associated with nine 
identified groups: Alcohol (n=44), Architecture (n=2), Beverage (n=16), Clerical (n=1), Food (n=9), 
Household (n=1), Personal (n=2), Pharmaceutical (n=16) and Service (n=2).  Alcohol and beverage 
containers represent the majority of the assemblage (58%).  Alcohol bottles are mostly champagne-
style bottle used for beer/wine.  All beverage bottles are for aerated water.  One was an intact 
Coombs & O’Brien, a local Penrith supplier of aerated water (Photo 4-9). 
 
Pharmacy bottles represent the second highest frequency of use-specific items.  Half of the pharmacy 
bottles, aromatic schnapps bottles, were typically sold as patent medicines (Figure 1).39  Two bottles 
are embossed with product information: ‘Rowland’s Macassar Oil’, a topical hair treatment, and 
‘Scott’s Emulsion’, for consumption, coughs and colds.  Three bottles are cobalt-blue castor oil 
bottles.  One bottle is a high quality bottle used in chemists’ and doctors’ dispensaries.  The 
remainder are generic patent medicine bottles.  
 
Glass food items are predominantly condiment bottles, such as meat sauce, oil/vinegar and pickles.  
The one household item is an opaque white basket with lamp-worked amber trim on the ruffled 
basket rim and handle.  Personal items are perfume bottles; one from E. Rimmel Co.  
Service/lighting-related items are a crimped lamp chimney and a candle holder.  The one clerical-
related item is an ink bottle.  Remnants of two window glass panes (5 fragments) represent 
architectural-related items. 
 
Ceramics 
Context 4706 contained remains of 60 ceramics items, the overwhelming majority relating to the 
function of food (47), and of these 26 were teaware items: cups (14), saucers (20) and teapots (2) 
(Ceramics Report, App 2.1: Tables 4.2, 9, 10).  Six eggcups were also found and all were either plain 
or gilded whiteware, decorative styles in themselves commonly found on teawares.  Four of the five 
candle snuffers recovered from the site were also from this context, and again these were all gilded 
whiteware (Photo 4-10).     

                                                      
39 Appendix 2.2, Bibliography: Bonasera 2000:374, Fike 1987:187 
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Fourteen different decorative types were represented within context 4706, 78.4 percent of the items 
were decorated with just four types (47): salt glazed (6), hand painted and gilded (9), whiteware (15) 
and gilded whiteware (19) (Table 4-8; App. 2.1:tables 11, 12).  The salt glazed stoneware items were 
all bottles: stout (1), ginger beer (1), ink (1), penny ink (1) and unidentified (2).  The remaining three 
dominant decorative types were all featured on teawares (cups and saucers), the candle snuffers and 
eggcups.   
 
The 14 decorative types represented were all commonly available during the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, with such items as linear, moriage, hand painted and gilded, gilded whiteware 
and the moulded whitewares in particular being popular from at least the 1860s onwards.  The linear 
or banded ware, moulded whitewares, and teasets of gilded and hand painted, and gilded whiteware 
were common, inexpensive and easily replaceable tableware and teaware items.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-9: Coombs & O’Brien 
aerated water bottle, c. 1900, 
(4706/30040). Scale 10cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 4-10: Some of the artefacts 
from context 4706.  These artefacts 
were associated with the Millen 
family who lived in Riley Street.  
These include ceramic candle 
snuffers (4706/3508-35211); marbles 
(4706/26607), penny ink bottle 
(4706/35035), and a larger ink 
storage bottle (4706/35034), stout 
bottles 4706/35039, jug 
(4706/35216), whiteware plate 
(35214), saucer (35213), glass lid 
(4706/30027), food bottle 
(4706/30041), aerated water Coombs 
& O’Brien, Penrith (4706/30040), 
Schnapps bottle (4706/30039), 
champagne bottles (4706/30033, 
30034). Scale 10cm.  
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The number of identified patterns in context 4706 was small, again a reflection on the low number of 
tableware items recovered and the emphasis instead on teawares of non-transfer-print or moulded 
design (Appendix 2.1:Table 12).  Only three known patterns were identified: a green transfer print 
“Denmark” pattern bowl (35,215) attributed to J. Dimmock & Co, Hanley, dated between 1860-
1915; a moulded semi-vitrified earthenware “Berlin Swirl” pattern cup (35,215), a pattern first 
registered on 21 January 1845 by T.J. & J. Mayer, Longport; and a moulded whiteware “Lily of the 
Valley” pattern plate (35,214) with basemark belonging to John H. Davis, Hanley, dated 1881-1891 
(Photo 4-10).   
 
The dominance of whitewares, either plain, moulded or gilded, a total of 28 items, in 4706 where 
they formed 63 percent of the assemblage.  This is a notable contrast to those decorative styles found 
at the Inn where only 12 whiteware items, or 22 percent, were found.  The artefacts have a similar 
chronological variability and therefore this different purchasing pattern appear to be a real pattern 
relating to different uses, one residential and associated with a single family for all the of the 
nineteenth century while the other is associated with the commercial operation of the Inn.    
 

Decoration 
4706 
MIC % 

4713 
MIC % 

bl flow   1 1.8 
blk flow   3 5.5 

blktp   4 7.3 
bltp   10 18.2 

bltp pearl   1 1.8 
brntp 1 1.7   
glazed   1 1.8 
grntp 1 1.7 2 3.6 

hp gild 9 15.0 1 1.8 
linear 1 1.7   

moriage 1 1.7   
ppl tp  0.0 5 9.1 
rock gl 2 3.3   
salt gl 6 10.0 8 14.5 
selfslip 1 1.7   
sponge   4 7.3 
sprig   2 3.6 

tp,glz,gild   1 1.8 
ww 15 25 7 12.7 

ww gilt 19 31.7   
ww mou 3 5.0 5 9.1 

ww mou gild 1 1.7   
 60 100.2 55 99.9 

Table 4-8: Comparison of decorative types found in association with the Riley Street house (4706) and the Red 
Cow Inn (4713). This shows that 4713 had only 12 whiteware items (22%) while the Riley Street house (4706) 
had 28 items or 63!The Formula Not In Table percent of the assemblage.  Based on Table 11 from Appendix 
2.1, p.14.  
 
Metals, Miscellaneous and Building Materials 
The fills from the cistern include several items of plain Sheffield EPNS cutlery, mostly fiddle-
patterned spoons. All except one had the same pattern as the cutlery from the north wing of the Red 
Cow Inn and Area A, Station Street.  A fragmentary oven door shows that at least one house had a 
cast iron stove. This is the type of object that would have been maintained with the use of blacking 
sold in the wide-necked salt-glazed stoneware bottles.   
 
Little was found relating to the clothing and accessories worn by the residents except for a woman’s purse 
and a child’s shoe. There are also a few items relating to other activities such as playing marbles and 
sewing. The various drains and pits relating to the backyards of the houses on Riley Street contained a few 
artefacts relating to construction and repair from the 1870s onwards (4714, 4716, 4717, 4722, 4723). A 
1917 halfpenny was also found along with small fragments from broken household furniture and fittings 
including a possible part from a wireless radio. 
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Area D - Red Cow Inn 
There were fourteen different contexts containing artefacts found within the area of the Red Cow Inn.  
These contexts are discussed in Section 3 above.  Table 4-10 indicates the quantities of artefacts from 
each of these contexts.  The underlined numbers highlight where bricks were sampled from the fabric 
of a brick structural element.  The main artefact-bearing deposits were 4702. This was a layer 
removed by machine and was mostly a mixed fill layer, and contained 181 items (Table 4-9, 4-10) or 
40 percent of artefacts recovered from the Red Cow Inn.  The majority of the artefacts from 4702 
were ceramic (103) with 46 glass and 27 miscellaneous items (Table 4-10).  Those from 4713 (109) 
contained similar quantities of ceramic (55) and glass (51) and three miscellaneous items.  Both 
deposits had artefacts associated with alcohol, not surprisingly, but clearly we did not find the main 
bottle dump associated with the Red Cow Inn (Table 4-11).   
 
The main focus of this discussion on the Red Cow Inn are the artefacts from context 4713 which is 
the most reliable context for analysis, as it is definitely associated with the nineteenth-century 
occupation of the Inn as it was sealed by latter additions.  Some comparisons will be made between 
4713 and 4702 for illustrating the nature of context 4713 and how it represents hotel-related 
activities.     
 

Context MIC %  
4701 2 0.4  
4702 181 40.0  
4709 69 15.3  
4710 16 3.5  
4711 9 2.0  
4712 1 0.2  
4713 109 24.1  
4714 24 5.3  
4715 3 0.7  
4716 27 6.0  
4717 7 1.5  
4720 2 0.4  
4721 1 0.2  
4738 1 0.2  

Table 4-9: Contexts in Area 
D, Red Cow Inn contained 452 
items, with context 4702 and 
4713 being the largest. 
Artefacts in context 4702 were 
collected during machine 
clearing.   
 

 

 452 99.8  
 
 

Context 
Ceramic 

MIC 
 

% 
Glass 
MIC  

 
% 

Metal 
MIC 

Miscellaneous 
MIC 

Bldg 
Materials 

MIC 

 
Total 
MIC % 

4701 2 0.9       2 0.4 
4702 103 44.2  46 36.2  5 27  181 40.0 
4709 25 10.7  6 4.7  18 20  69 15.2 
4710 10 4.3  4 3.1  1 1  16 3.5 
4711 3 1.3  2 1.6  4   9 2.0 
4712      1  1 0.2 
4713 55 23.6  51 40.2   3  109 24.1 
4714 12 5.2  10 7.9  1 1  24 5.3 
4715 2 0.9  1 0.8     3 0.7 
4716 20 8.6  6 4.7   1  27 6.0 
4717       7 7 1.5 
4720 1 0.4  1 0.8     2 0.4 
4721       1 1 0.2 
4728       1 1 0.2 
Total 233 0.4 127 0.8 29 54 9 452 99.7 

Table 4-10: Contexts in Area D, Red Cow Inn broken up into various categories to indicate comparative 
frequencies of ceramic to glass.   
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General Function 
MIC 
4702 % 

MIC 
4713 % 

alcohol 12 6.6  19 17.4  
architecture 2 1.1  2 1.8  

architecture/transport 1 0.6   0.0  
beverage 17 9.4  1 0.9  
clerical 2 1.1  2 1.8  

food 91 50.3  64 58.7  
household 5 2.8  3 2.8  

household/transport 1 0.6   0.0  
personal 11 6.1  5 4.6  

pharmaceutical 2 1.1  4 3.7  
recreation 12 6.6  2 1.8  

service 2 1.1  1 0.9  
transport 1 0.6   0.0  

yard 2 1.1   0.0  
unidentified 20 11.0  6 5.5  

 181 100.1 109 99.9 
Table 4-11: The two main contexts associated with the Red Cow Inn had items associated with a range of 
functional categories.   
 
 
Ceramics 
Context 4713 contained 55 ceramic items, the majority being food-related (48 items, 78%) (Table 4-
10, Appendix 2.1: tables 10, 14).  Items associated with tablewares, bowls and plates, represented 
30.9 percent of the assemblage, with plates, both small and large, the most featured with 15 (27.3%).  
At first glance, teawares (15, 27.2%) and tablewares (17, 30.9%) seemed fairly evenly represented, 
with serving items (9, 16.3%) as the next most common functional group.  However analysis of the 
individual shapes (App. 2.1: table 10) showed that items associated with the consumption of main 
meals, tableware and serving vessels, were more dominant than the teawares (Photos 4-11, 4-12).  
Plates and platters had a combined total of 22 (40%) tablewares, compared with 15 teawares (27.2%).  
This pattern, of a large numbers of plates found in 4713, is reinforced by the overall number of plates 
found within all contexts within the Inn area where a total of 42 plates were recovered from contexts 
associated with the Red Cow Inn (Table 4-11; App. 2.1, table 4.4).  Context 4713 (Table 4-11, App. 
2.1: tables 4.2,  4.4) had half as many cups and saucers as context 4706, and no teapots or eggcups 
recovered at all.  The assemblage from the Inn (4713) appeared to be more main meal oriented than 
that from the Riley Street cistern (4706).   
 

Decoration  
Sixteen decorative types were represented within the well (4713), and many of these were different to 
those found in the Riley Street cistern (context 4706) (App. 2.1, Table 11).  Ten decorative types 
(58.2) appeared in the well and not in the cistern (blue flow, black flow, black-transfer print, blue-
transfer print, blue transfer-printed pearlware, glazed, purple-transfer print, sponge, sprigged and 
transfer printed, glazed and gilded), with patterns in blue-transfer print being the most frequently 
occurring on 10 items (18.2%).  A total of 91 transfer-printed patterns were found within the area of 
the Red Cow Inn while there were only eight from the Riley Street cistern (4706).  
 
Eight of the sixteen decorative types were the most dominant: blue transfer print (10, 18.2%), salt 
glazed (8, 14.5%), purple-transfer print (5, 9.1%), whiteware (5, (9.1%), moulded whiteware (5, 
9.1%), black-transfer print (4, 7.3%), sponge pattern (4, 7.3%), and black flow (3, 5.5%), comprising 
80.1% of the wares on 44 items.  The remaining eight decorative types feature only one or two items 
each (11). 
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Photo 4-11: RCI food tableware and 
teawares from context 4713. Black tp 
‘Ceres’ pattern platter (4713/35294) 
and cup breakfast (4713/35293) and 
purple tp saucer (4709); black sponge 
ware cup (4713/35265) and fragment 
of saucer (4713/35235); bone china 
sprigged cup (4713/35231) and plate 
(4713/35281); sponge ware bowl 
(4713/35298); Honeysuckle pattern 
saucer (4713/35299); ‘December’ 
pattern plate (flat, 4713/35298); 
‘Albion’ pattern plate (right on stand, 
4713/35285); child’s plate with 
purple tp pattern (4713/35301); 
robust semi-vitrified whiteware 
plates (left) (4713/35269, 35272). 
Scale 10cm 
 

 
 
Photo 4-12: Red Cow Inn serving 
platters in various tp patterns, top left 
blue ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ 
(4713/35289); black tp ‘Ceres’ 
platter and breakfast cup 
(4713/35293); blue tp Gem pattern 
4713/35303.  There was evidence for 
at least three ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ 
platters at the Red Cow Inn. Scale 
10cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-13: Range of whitewares, 
mostly robust utilitarian vessels from 
the Red Cow Inn, 4713.  The plate on 
the stand and the ewer both have 
moulded patterns. Only seven 
whiteware vessels were found in this 
context. Plates (4713/35269-35272), 
bowl (4713/35268), and ewer 
(4713/35273). Scale 10cm 
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Photo 4-14: Mixture of hygiene and 
grooming artefacts from context 
4713 and 4702.  The ewers would 
have been part of washing sets 
probably located within each of the 
rooms at the Inn used for 
accommodation.  Clearly the ewers 
were broken more often. From left 
highly ornate pink glazed and black 
tp ewer (4713/35291); small blue 
flow blue flow ewer (4709/35240); 
moulded whiteware ewer 
(4713/35273), blue tp chamber 
(4713/35304). At the bottom are the 
bone back of a brush (4702/ 26585) 
and three combs: (4713/ 26584), 
4709/26624, 4713/26634. Scale 
10cm 
 

 
 
 
Photo 4-15: Range of stoneware 
bottles, including ginger beer, stout, 
blacking and ink bottles from the 
machine excavated layer 
(4702/35,003–35,009, 35,011, 
34,007). Scale 10cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 4-16: Chinese-made ginger jar 
(4713/35292). Scale 10cm  
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Photo 4-17: Delaware child’s size chamber pot (poe 
4713/35304), child’s plate (4713/35298), and cups 
from a doll’s teaset (4702/26582-26583). Scale 10cm  
 

 Photo 4-18: Two cups from a doll’s teaset (4702/ 
26582-26583), a glass prism (4710/26630), a 
domino (4709/26616), military button (4709/ 
26625), a knight chess piece (4709/26618).  
Scale 10cm  

 
 
Ceramics manufactured in the United Kingdom dominated the well assemblage, with a single ginger 
jar (cat. no. 35,292) being of Chinese origin (Photo 4-16).  None of the eight stoneware bottles were 
marked (cat. no. 35,046-35,053), so any evidence within this field of local manufacture was 
unavailable (Photo 4-15).  This is markedly different to an early twentieth-century site in Parramatta 
(1 Smith Street) and the late nineteenth-century Queens Arms Inn, Rouse Hill. In the latter case 
although the artefacts were dominated by British-manufactured items they also contained items made 
in China (2), Japan (3), France (1), Holland (2) and Germany (3).40  Ginger jars were found at all 
these sites.   
 

Ceramic Patterns 
The high number of mass-produced transfer-printed wares, flow ware included, was immediately 
noticeable, representing 27 items (49.1%) in the well’s contents.  These transfer-printed items in turn 
yielded a number of identified pattern names, within the colour fields of blue, black, green and 
purple, nine individual patterns on 19 vessels (App. 2.1: table 15). 
 
All of the items decorated with blue-transfer print, including a pearlware item, had identified 
patterns, five patterns on 11 individual vessels.  All the patterns were those commonly found in 
assemblages dating from at least the mid-nineteenth century onwards: “Albion” (3), “Asiatic 
Pheasants” (5), “Athens” (1), “Gem” (1) and “Delaware” (1) (Photos 4-11, 4-12, 4-14). 
 
Patterns identified in other colours were also mostly common occurring ones:  “Asiatic Pheasants” 
and “Ceres” in black-transfer print (3) and “Honeysuckle” in purple-transfer print (3) (Photos 4-11, 
4-12, 4-14).  The ever popular “Asiatic Pheasants” pattern occurred in both blue and black, on five 
platters and one plate.  The presence of seven platters in the well, all in common patterns, five 
“Asiatic Pheasants”, one “Albion” and one “Gem”, suggested that the inn was at some stage using  
transfer-printed wares for serving and the tableware items were the moulded semi-vitrified whiteware 
plates, such as “Lily of the Valley” (4).  Fifteen basemarked items were identified.  Ten of the marks 
                                                      
40 Casey & Lowe 2005b  Archaeological Investigation 1 Smith Street, Parramatta, for Sydney Water. Casey & 
Lowe 2005c Archaeological Investigation, RH-46, Queen’s Arms Inn, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill, for Mepstead 
& Associates on behalf of Sanctuary Investments Pty Ltd & Beechworth Homes Pty Ltd, Appendix 2, Table 
15.   
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were on transfer-printed wares and five on moulded whiteware (App. 2.1, table 16).  For details of 
the basemarks and so on see Appendix 2.1.  
 

Children’s Ceramics 
Two alphabet plates and a small chamber pot were recovered from 4713 and are thought to be 
associated with children.  A purple-transfer print “December” pattern small plate was one of the few 
ceramics found that indicated any evidence of children on site (cat. no. 35,298).  This alphabet plate, 
so called because of the moulded letters of the alphabet around the rim or marley, featured the 
remains of a bearded figure sitting on a log with a holly bush beside him (Photo 4-17).  This plate 
was impressed on the base with “B & Co”, initials attributed to L.A. Birks & Co, Stoke, and dated 
from 1896.  It was therefore purchased quite late in the nineteenth century and also provides us with 
quite a late date after which the well was built over.   
 
Another alphabet plate in green-transfer print and in the pattern “November” was also found in the 
well (cat. no. 35,302).  It too had the remains of moulded letters of the alphabet on the rim, and 
featured on the base a robed standing female figure with birds on bare tree branches next to her.  This 
plate had no maker’s mark.  Because both plates featured months of the year it was probable that 
more plates, showing other months, existed and were part of a series or these ones may have 
represented individual birthday presents for children whose birthdays were in these months.  The 
plates may have been used by young visitors to the Inn or by the publican’s children or 
grandchildren.  In two cases the licensees of the Red Cow were women, Mrs Lack and Mrs Player, 
neé Smith.  In other cases it is likely that the male licensee’s wife was involved in the operation of 
what was a respectable inn servicing travellers.   
 
One of the few other indications of children either living on site, or else being catered to as part of 
the Inn’s clientele, was the “Delaware” pattern poe or chamber pot (Photo 4-17).  This was 
catalogued as a child’s poe because of its small rim diameter rather than its decoration.  Aside from 
the two plates and the poe there were two cups from a doll’s teaset which also suggested the presence 
of children within the Inn.  The arm of a doll was also found in 4702.   
 
This small number of children-associated artefacts is probably indicative of the nature of the Inn 
which had a mainly adult patronage.  If children were present then the items were used in sufficiently 
low frequency that breakages were therefore not as common as regularly used items, such as 
tablewares and serving items.  
 
Glass 
There are 51 glass items from the well/pit located in Room 1 in the South Wing of the Red Cow Inn.  
Functional analysis classified 94 percent of the glass items into six identified groups: alcohol (19), 
architecture (2), food (21), personal (1), pharmaceutical (4), and service/lighting (1). Alcohol-related 
items are mostly beer/ wine and champagne style bottles (18) (Photos 4-19, 4-20, 4-21).  The 
remaining item is a Scottish whisky bottle. Remnants of two window glass panes (33 fragments) 
represent architectural-related items.  Pharmaceutical bottles consist of an aromatic schnapps bottle, a 
castor oil bottle and two generic patent medicine bottles.  Also in the glass assemblage for the well 
are a lavender water bottle (personal/grooming) and a light shade (service/lighting). 
 
Food items represent 48 percent of identified items and were predominantly condiment bottles, such 
as meat sauces, oil/vinegar and pickles/chutneys (Photo 4-19). The remainder are two high quality 
tableware items: a heavy tumbler and a large stemmed goblet. 
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Photo 4-19: Food glass bottles and a 
salt spoon (4702/26596).  On the left 
are whirly oil/vinegar bottles, sauce 
bottles, a broken Newling & Walker 
aerated water bottle, and three larger 
pickles/chutney bottles and a salt 
spoon. Bottles are: 4713/30002-1 & -
2, 30004-1 & -2, 30005, 30175 
(square base p/c); 4702/30252 (p/c), 
30253 (p/c clear); 4705/30268. Scale 
10cm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 4-20: Alcohol bottles from 
deposits associated with the Red 
Cow Inn. Champagne (right, 
4702/30102-30105, 30104, 30251-1 
& -2; 4713/30006-30007); and 
beer/wine bottles (4716/ 30190; 
4702/30106; 4713/30008, 30157). 
Scale 10cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4-21: High quality lead 
drinking glasses, a stemmed glass 
and two tumblers (4713/30007, 
30011-1, -2. Scale 10cm 
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General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape 

MIC 
4702 

MIC 
4713 RCI 

alcohol alcohol bottle   1 
 beer bottle 1  1 
 beer/wine bottle 2 10 14 
 cham bottle 7 8 19 
 spirits flask 1 1 1 
 spirits bottle   1 
 stout bottle 1  1 

architecture door rose plate 1  1 
 finish paint   1 
 non-stru screw   2 
 roof flashing   2 

 roof 
nail/ 

washer   1 
 structural brick   8 

 
structural column 

base/capital   1 
 structural nail 1  13 
 structural spike   1 
 window flat  2 3 

architecture/ 
transport stru/vehicle spike 1  1 

beverage 
aerated 
water bottle 2  4 

 
aerated 
water stopper 1  2 

 ginger beer bottle 14 1 17 

clerical writing bottle 1  1 
 writing penny ink 1 2 3 

economy currency coin   2 

food condiment bottle 2 3 5 
  oil/vinegar  7 7 
  pickles/chutney 5 4 9 
  pickle  2 2 
  saucer  2 2 
  stopper 3  6 

 container bottle   1 
  jar 1  2 
  lid   1 

 preparation bowl  1 2 
  handle   1 
  saucepan   1 

 serve dish 4 1 5 
  jug 1 1 5 
  lid 1  1 
  platter 7 7 18 

 storage ginger jar  1 1 
  lid 1  1 

 tableware bowl 1 2 3 
  egg cup 1  1 
  fork 2  3 
  knife 3  3 
  Pilzner 1  1 
  plate 17 11 41 
  plate-small  3 4 
  saucer  1 1 
  shot glass 1  1 
  spoon table 1  2 
  spoon, salt 1  1 
  stemware  1 1 
  tumb 5 2 8 
  unid 1  1 

 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape 

MIC 
4702 

MIC 
4713 RCI 

food tea 
breakfast 

cup 1  1 
  cup 13 7 37 
  saucer 15 7 35 
  tea spoon 1  1 
   teapot   1 

 tea/tblw plate,small 2 2 2 
  plate  1 1 

 unidentified unidentified   1 

household light 
candle 
snuffer 1  1 

  candle stick   1 

 
mainten-

ance black bottle 4 2 6 

 ornament mirror   1 
  ornament  1 1 

 sew pin   9 
household/ 
transport fitting hook 1  1 

personal cloth button 2  3 

 grooming bottle 1  1 
  brush 1  1 
  comb 1 1 3 
  jar   1 

  
lavender 

water  1 1 

 hygiene ewer 2 2 5 
  poe 4 1 5 

pharmecut-
ical castor oil bottle  1 1 

 
gin/ 

schnapps bottle 1 1 3 
 medicine bottle 1 2 6 

recreation game chess piece   1 
 game domino   1 
 smoking pipe 8 1 11 
 toy cup 2 1 3 
  doll 1  1 
  marble 1  2 

service light collar 1  1 
  prism   1 
  shade 1  1 
 shade light fixture  1 1 

transport horse hshoe 1  1 

unidentified cont bottle 11 5 28 

 cont lid 2  2 
 unidentified rivet 1  1 
  strap   1 
  unid 6 1 21 
  wire   2 

yard garden pot 2  2 

   181 111 452 
Table 4-12: Breakdown of general, specific 
functions and shapes within the two main contexts 
associated with the Red Cow Inn.   
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Chronological data for the glass bottles were derived from datable technical advancement in the 
manufacturing process, documented manufacturer embossments and product embossments. A 
majority of datable bottles (n=24) have 1850–1860 terminus post quem (TPQs or date after which 
something is manufactured) and two have 1830s TPQs (Figure 2).  Seven of these bottles are 
embossed with manufacturer or product information (App. 2.2: table 2.2).  The remaining bottles 
have wide 1820s–1920s date ranges based on their from manufacturing techniques that were in use 
throughout the nineteenth century.  Window glass has an 1880s TAQ (terminus anti quem or date 
after which).  The one datable stemware item, with a bucket-shaped bowl and centrally knopped 
bladed stem, dates from 1820s–1870s (Photo 4-21).  
 
Advancements in manufacturing technologies produced wide nineteenth-century date range and as 
Figure 2.2 shows, documented dates for patents, manufacturers and bottlers have TPQs that range 
from 1832–1860s.  While the inn was built in the 1860s, the south wing extension was added in the 
early twentieth century.  Therefore, the material in 4713 could not have been deposited after the early 
twentieth century; a fact that is verified by the lack of machine-made bottles in the glass assemblage. 
Results of temporal analysis indicate that the glass assemblage in the well has an 1830s–1900s date 
range.  
 
 
Miscellaneous, Metals and Building Materials 
This brief discussion will focus on the Miscellaneous or small and varied artefacts found in Red Cow 
Inn deposits (Tables 4-3, 4-13).   
 

Household 
There were only nine items identified within this type and category: nine machine-made dress pins 
found within the occupation deposit of the north wing of the Inn (4709).  It should be noted that there 
are ‘household’ artefacts found in the ceramics and glass with makes a total of 19 household items 
within the Red Cow Inn deposits (Table 4-4).  This in fact is the largest quantity of artefacts within 
the household category found at the site.  Other general household items include part of an ornament, 
six blacking bottles, a candle snuffer and candle stick, and a fragment of a mirror.    
 

Food and Beverage 
Only five food or beverage items in this category were found in deposits associated with the late 
occupation of the north wing of the Inn (4709) (Table 4-13).  The table cutlery found in the north 
wing (4709) and to the areas to the south and west can be dated to the 1880s or later.6  There was a 
variety of spoons, a teaspoon, a salt or condiment spoon, and two tablespoons (Photo 4-19). Almost 
all of the Sheffield-made EPNS spoons and three forks had fiddle-pattern handles.7 A table knife had 
a celluloid handle (4702) whereas the other three were made of bone (4702).8   
 
A glimpse of the Inn’s cooking ware was represented by only one or two iron saucepan fragments 
that were perhaps used on stoves similar to those mentioned above.9  Fragments of these and a brass 
canister lid were found in the north wing (4709). 
 

Personal and Recreation Items 
Two buttons from 4702 were from military jackets with insignias on their faces and backmarks of 
two large Birmingham manufacturers (Photo 4-18).10  One found in the same southern deposit, made 
by Smith, Kemp and Wright, was damaged but the design on the face showed that it was worn by a 
soldier of a Royal Regiment of the British Military Forces (4702).11  It can be dated from c1840. The 

                                                      
6 Dunning 2000; Moore 1995 
7 Cook 1979:106, 110-112 
8 Dunning 2000:41-42 
9 Field 1984 
10 Houart 1977:58, 111 
11 Montague 1981 
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other button made by Green & Baker for the NSW Military Forces was of a style dating from 1880-
1903.12  It was found in the north wing of the Inn (4709). 
 
United under the name of NSW Military Forces from 1855 were numerous small and changing 
volunteer country regiments that expanded during times of war, such as the Crimean, Sudan and 
South African Campaigns.13 State forces were officially amalgamated into the Australian Military 
Force by an Act of the newly formed Commonwealth Parliament passed in 1903.14   
 
Articles associated with personal grooming included two black combs from the area of the Inn, one 
inside the well (4713) and another from the north wing (4709).  Both were of a type possibly used by 
men.  Another smaller comb of brightly coloured and mottled acrylic, produced after 1934,15 was 
found with a hand or shoe bone brush in the surface deposit (4702).16  The multi-coloured comb was 
presumably used by a woman or child.  The recreation-related items were limited and consisted of 
chess piece, domino, fragments of clay pipes, two clay marbles and fragments of doll’s arm and 
teaset (discussed above) (Photo 4-18; Tables 4-12, 4-13)  
 

General 
Function Shape Portion 

MIC 
RCI 

Sum 
Total % 

architecture paint  1 2 3.7 
 rose plate whole 1   

economy coin whole 2 2 3.7 
food fork whole 3 11 20.4 

 knife handle 3   
 lid lid 1   
 spoon table whole 2   
 spoon, salt whole 1   
 tea spoon whole 1   

household pin head/shank 3 9 16.7 
 pin whole 6   

personal brush head/handle 1 7 13 
 button whole 3   
 comb whole 1   
 comb whole 2   

recreation chess piece castle/rook 1 19 35.2 
 cup base 1   
 cup half 1   
 cup whole 1   
 doll arm 1   
 domino face 1   
 marble whole 2   
 pipe bowl 2   
 pipe mth piece 3   
 pipe stem 5   
 pipe stem/spur 1   

service collar collar 1 2 3.7 
 prism whole 1   

unidentified rivet whole 1 2 3.7 
 unidentified  1   
   54 54 100 

 
 

Table 4-13: Function and 
shape of miscellaneous items 
from contexts associated with 
the Red Cow Inn.   

 
 

Animal Bone and Shell 
                                                      
12 Cossum 1988 :6 
13 Cossum 1988: preface 
14 pers. comm. curator NSW Lancer’s Museum, Parramatta, September 2005). 
15 Katz 1994: 27 
16 Shackel 1993: 42-49, 155-156 
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Only a small quantity of animal bone and shell were recovered from the site, 109 fragments, 57 of 
which were unidentifiable fish bone (Tables 4-14, 4-15).  This is a typical range of animal bone but 
there are insufficient quantities of bone to say anything further.   
 
 

Area Context MIC Sum MIC % 
A, D: RC1 4702 1 1 0.9  

A: Station Street 4703 5   
 4703 6 11 10.1  

B 4737 1 1 0.9  
C: Riley Street 4706 1   

 4706 1 2 1.8  
D: RC1 4701 44   

 4709 5   
 4709 6   
 4709 11   
 4709 13   
 4710 2   
 4710 1   
 4710 1   
 4711 2   
 4711 2   
 4713 1   
 4713 3   
 4713 2   
 4716 1 94 86.2  
  109 109 8620.00% 

 
Table 4-14: Counts of bone 
fragments recovered from 
the four main areas of the 
site.  
 

 
 

Species of Animal 
Bone MIC % 

Chicken 5 4.6  
Cattle 16 14.7  

Pig 2 1.8  
Rodent 6 5.5  
Sheep 23 21.1  

Unidentifiable Fish 57 52.3  
 109 100 

 
 
Table 4-15: Species of 
animal bone recovered from 
the whole site.  

 

 
 
Only six fragments of rock oyster and one piece of coral was recovered from deposits associated with 
the Red Cow Inn.  
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4.3 Overview of Artefacts  
A total of 882 items were recovered during the archaeological program associated with Penrith Plaza 
additions and the upgrading of the Red Cow Inn.  There were some discernible patterns between the 
various areas that speak directly to the range of activates associated with each area: Area A, the 
blacksmith’s shop on Station Street, Area D, the Red Cow Inn and the Millen house in Area C, Riley 
Street.   
 
 
4.3.1 Area A – Station Street  
There were 104 items recovered from this area (Table 4-2).  The predominant artefact group was 
metals (Photos 4-1 to 4-7; Table 4-3).  The quantities of metal artefacts at the blacksmith’s shop are 
the direct results of the abandonment of this activity on the site during the early twentieth century and 
the burial of these heavy and dirty objects that served no other purpose for the new occupants of the 
site.   
 
Among the metal artefacts were a group of six tools and fragments relating to the working of wood 
and metal (Photo 4-7). The punch and four different types of files were probably used by the 
blacksmith or farrier to ensure the wellbeing of the horses and running of vehicles and machinery 
(described above). The punch was a type known as a farrier’s pritchel or blacksmith’s drift.17  The 
axe head fragments would have been socketed onto wooden handles.  In the nineteenth century the 
axe was a common tool for chopping wood needed for construction and fuel. One was a side axe 
used by wheelwrights and coopers.18  
 
Other items associated with the blacksmith’s shop were parts of agricultural or transport machinery 
and/or vehicles, such as a mouldboard from a plough, a blade for a chaff cutter, part of a harrow, 
steps and springs for buggies, six horseshoes, and parts of heavy weight shafts.  The pit (4703) filled 
with a wide range of blacksmith’s debris is a good example of how a single assemblage from within a 
sealed pit can provide evidence of specific land use.  Blacksmithing was a common and necessary 
trade of the period, servicing the whole community.  This business was typical of the pre-modern 
world with its emphasis on horses, not petroleum, for power. The repaired agricultural machinery and 
transport vehicles were examples of innovative, possibly Australian, hand-made technology.  These 
artefacts testify to the semi-rural nature of nineteenth-century Penrith.   
 
 
4.3.2 Area C – Riley Street, Millen House 
The deposits associated with this property represents the range of domestic or residential artefacts 
found within a semi-rural household belonging to the second-half of the nineteenth century.  There 
were 228 items recovered from this area (Photos 4-9, 4-10; Table 4-2).  Thirty-nine percent (89) 
artefacts from this area were associated with food, its preparation, serving and consumption; 23 
percent (53) were involved in the storage and consumption of alcohol, and with nine percent (21) 
were pharmaceuticals (Table 4-4).  The latter is quite a high proportion for pharmaceuticals, but 
includes gin/schnapps which was typically sold as a ‘medicine’ and may have been purchased for its 
alcohol content.   
 
The ceramics in context 4706, the main deposit in Area C, were dominated by plain, moulded or 
gilded whitewares (38), where they formed 63.4 percent of the assemblage.  This is a notable contrast 
to those decorative styles found at the Inn where only 12 whiteware items (21.8%) were found.  The 
artefacts have a similar chronological variability and therefore this different purchasing pattern 
appears to be a real pattern relating to different uses, one residential and associated with a single 
family for all the of the nineteenth century while the other is associated with the commercial 
operation of the Inn.   Another element of difference between the Inn and the Millen-related deposits 
                                                      
17 Arnold 1999:9; Seymour 1984:69. ‘A farrier is a specialist in horse hoof care, especially shoeing. 
Effectively the farrier couples a subset of the blacksmith's skills with a subset of veterinary medicine to 
primarily address the care of a horse's hooves, feet and legs.’ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farrier 
18 Seymour 1984:82, 88 
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were the higher proportion of teawares at the house while those at the Inn were dominated by plates 
and platters for the serving of meals to the clientele of the Inn.  This pattern is also the by-product of 
residential versus commercial operations of the two different areas.   
 
 
4.3.3 Area D – Red Cow Inn 
There were fourteen different contexts containing artefacts found within the area of the Red Cow Inn 
(Table 4-10).  The main artefact-bearing deposit was 4702.  This was a layer removed by machine 
and was mostly a mixed fill layer, and contained 181 items (Table 4-9, 4-10) or 40 percent of 
artefacts recovered from the Red Cow Inn.  The majority of the artefacts from 4702 were ceramic 
(103) with 46 glass and 27 miscellaneous items (Table 4-10).  Also deposit 4713 (109), the backfill 
of a timber-lined well or pit buried by the twentieth-century extensions of the Inn, contained 
quantities of ceramic (55) and glass (51) and three miscellaneous items.  Both deposits had artefacts 
associated with alcohol, not surprisingly, but clearly we did not find the main bottle dump associated 
with the Red Cow Inn (Table 4-11).   
 
The largest functional groupings of artefacts from the Red Cow Inn were food (220, 48.7%), alcohol 
(38, 8.4%), and architecture (33, 7.3%).  This reflects the above observation that we did not find the 
main bottle dump of the Inn but what we did find appears to relate more to the residential use of the 
Inn, either for the family of the hotel manager and/or their customers who stayed or dined at the Inn.  
The timber-lined well, which was sealed by the early twentieth-century additions, which contained 
the main deposit of artefacts, was close to an area thought to be the earlier kitchen of the Inn (Section 
3.5.2, Plan  3-2, 3-3) as well as a later kitchen which was above the deposits that buried the well or 
pit.    
 
As noted in the discussion of Area C there were different types of ceramics purchased for used at the 
Inn compared to those found at the Riley Street house.  A notable difference was the small quantities 
of plain, moulded or gilded whitewares.  At the Inn the majority of ceramics were coloured transfer-
prints rather then the simpler white wares.  There were smaller quantities of teawares at the Inn as the 
collection was dominated by transfer-printed plates and platters.  Among these were the complete 
dinner set in the ‘Ceres’ pattern which was found on a black transfer-printed platter and a breakfast 
cup as well as a purple-coloured version on a saucer (Photos 4-11, 4-12).  Among artefacts found at 
the Inn were two children’s alphabet plates, a child-sized chamber pot, and fragments of toys (Photos 
4-17, 4-18).   
 
There are 51 glass items from the backfill (4713) of the timber-lined well/pit located in Room 1 in 
the south wing of the Red Cow Inn.  Functional analysis classified 94 percent of the glass items into 
six identified groups: alcohol (19), architecture (2), food (21), personal (1), pharmaceutical (4), and 
service/lighting (1). Alcohol-related items are mostly beer/wine and champagne style bottles (18) 
(Photos 4-19, 4-20, 4-21).  Pharmaceutical bottles consist of an aromatic schnapps bottle, a castor oil 
bottle and two generic patent medicine bottles.  Also in the glass assemblage are a lavender water 
bottle (personal/grooming) and a light shade (service/lighting) from a kerosene lamp. 
 
Food items represent 48 percent of identified artefacts and were predominantly condiment bottles, 
such as meat sauces, oil/vinegar and pickles/chutneys (Photo 4-19). The range of condiment bottles 
in association with the serving vessels highlights the role of the Inn as a provider of food to its range 
of customers, those travelling though and local visitors to the Inn.    
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5.0 Response to Research Questions 
 
5.1 Research Questions 
The following research questions were included in the excavation permit application (Casey & Lowe 
2004a).  
 
1. What evidence survives of the housing in this part of Penrith? 

2. What evidence is there for the standard of living enjoyed by these residents?  Does the artefactual 
evidence assist us in analysing different standards of living along the various street frontages? 

3. The material culture associated with the late nineteenth-century occupation of the site has the 
ability to inform us about day-to-day issues associated with the lives of the residents.  The 
material culture can provide information on living standards, consumer choices, construction of 
gender identity and the nature of childhood.   

 
Therefore the material culture of the site should add to our understanding about the social and 
economic influences on the residents of Penrith and how these influences affected their behaviour, 
as manifested through their choices about: 

 where activities were undertaken within a house, 
 what type of activities were undertaken within a house, 

o what, how and where to eat,  
o what to wear,  
o what was acceptable recreation for adults and children within working-class 

homes? 
 what to buy?  

 
These questions mostly focused on urbanisation, material culture of consumerism and gender 
identities, childhood and women’s work in the home.     

 
4. How do the archaeological remains from this site relate to current perspectives on Sydney’s 

urbanisation?  Do they challenge, redefine or support them? Is the material culture of the 
residents who lived here obviously different to those within the Sydney CBD or in Parramatta?  
If so why? If not why not? 

5. How does the nature of the urban environment – the streets and houses in which people live 
influence peoples lives?  Some recent work has undertaken a landscape approach to urban 
archaeology.19  This sees the landscape of the urban environment as constraining and contested 
by the creators of the environment and by those who lived in the houses. Is there any evidence to 
support such an approach?  

6. Is there any structural evidence from the Red Cow Inn which is likely to have come from 
Regentville and will assist with understanding if Francis Greenway was the architect of Sir John 
Jamison’s residence?  

7. How does the material culture of the Inn compare with other inn deposits, such as the ‘Queen’s 
Arms Inn’, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill?  

 
The results of the archaeological program were hampered by the high impacts on the area of the 
carpark, corner of Jane and Riley Streets, due to the site preparation undertaken for the creation of 
the carpark around the 1970/80s.  Therefore as there was less archaeological evidence surviving, the 
research design is refocused onto briefly addressing the following questions to provide baseline 
analysis and interpretation to understand the nature of the archaeological evidence for Penrith as 
indicated by this site.  Note that this section draws extensively on the preceding parts of the report 
and the appendices.   
 

                                                      
19 Mayne & Murray 2001 
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5.2 Response to Research Questions 
 
Question 1: What evidence survives of housing in this part of Penrith? 
The archaeological program found no evidence for housing in this area as it had been removed by the 
earlier construction of the carpark on Riley and Jane Streets.  Evidence was found for the provision 
of water supply prior to the connection of reticulated water.  The house on Riley Street contained a 
water storage cistern; it was brick-built, circular in shape with internal cement rendering.  It would 
have collected rain water off the roof of the house in Lot 14, Area C.  There were two timber-lined 
pits which are probably a type of local version of a well.  These were lined with large timbers instead 
of the more typical brick lining.  A brick well was found in the area of the beer garden to the north of 
the Red Cow Inn.  A well, at the side or front of the Inn rather than the back, is surprising and it may 
have been built to provide water to the nearby fountain placed within the grounds of the Red Cow 
Inn.  Clearly once the timber-lined pit, at the rear of the Inn, was buried there appears not to have 
been a need for other similar water supplies.  Reticulated water was connected to Penrith on February 
12, 1892 and it is likely that running water would have been connected to the domestic areas of the 
Inn, if not the accommodation rooms, relatively early, perhaps within 10 years.20  Hot and cold 
running water was not connected to the rooms until the 1920s.21 
 
The brick cistern associated with the Riley Street property was not beehive or bell-shaped, the more 
usual forms of cisterns, and this suggests that the builder of the cistern had a different construction 
technique.  Contemporary cisterns associated with three houses at 1 Smith Street, Parramatta were all 
of the beehive type.22   
 
While the footings of the Red Cow Inn are not housing they do provide an interesting use of local 
resources.  The footings were built with cobbles, see Section 3.5 for photos (Photos 3-9, 3-10, 3-14, 
3-15).  While cobbled surfaces are not common, they are occasionally found, although we have never 
come across the use of cobbles within wall footings.  The cobbles are apparently a local geological 
feature found in underlying strata and were visible on site during bulk excavation.23  They therefore 
are part of the local geology.  It is presumed that the cobbles used within the footings and surfaces of 
the Inn were probably collected from nearby, perhaps down at the Nepean River, and were a cheap 
source of rubble stone only requiring labour and cartage to collect rather than quarried stone or new 
bricks from a local brickmaker.  For a discussion of local brickmakers see Appendix 2.3.   
 
Therefore there are aspects of the construction of the Inn and the adjacent houses that are surprising, 
notably the use of cobbles for stone within the footings of the Inn, the use of timber-lined ‘wells’ and 
a circular cistern rather than a beehive one.   This suggests that by the later nineteenth century 
building practices in Penrith had developed local characteristics.  While some of them probably 
related to cheapness of materials, as in the case of the cobbles, the use of timber-lined shafts for wells 
is quite different to known practices in inner-city Sydney, Parramatta, Seven Hills and Rouse Hill.24  
The use of a circular cistern in contrast to a beehive cistern is known but certainly is not as common.   
 
 
Question 2: What evidence is there for the standard of living enjoyed by these residents?  Does 
the artefactual evidence assist us in analysing different standards of living along the various 
street frontages? 
 
Question 3: The material culture associated with the late nineteenth-century occupation of the 
site has the ability to inform us about day-to-day issues associated with the lives of the 
residents.  The material culture can provide information on living standards, consumer choices, 
construction of gender identity and the nature of childhood.  These issues are mostly focused on 

                                                      
20 Penrith City Library webpage http://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/index.asp?id=218  
21 Section 2, p. 27.  
22 Casey & Lowe 2005b 
23 Tony Lowe personal observation 
24 Casey & Lowe have a wide experience of cisterns and wells on a range of rural and urban sites.   



Research Questions 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe          Red Cow Inn & Penrith Plaza 

Archaeological Investigation 

86

urbanisation, material culture of consumerism and gender identities, childhood and women’s 
work in the home.     
 
Question 4: How do the archaeological remains from this site relate to current perspectives on 
Sydney’s urbanisation?  Do they challenge, redefine or support them? Is the material culture of 
the residents who lived here obviously different to those within the Sydney CBD or in 
Parramatta?  If so why? If not why not? 

 
As the results of the archaeological program were affected by a higher level of disturbance than 
predicted (Casey & Lowe 2003a) it is only possible to address the above questions briefly.  These 
three questions will be examined together as they are inter-related.  
 
The evidence from Areas C and D gives us the best basis for answering these questions.  As we know 
from Section 2, this house was owned by the Millen family and appears to have also been occupied 
by them as no other occupant is listed in the various rates.  The deposits associated with this property 
represent the range of domestic or residential artefacts found within a small town household 
belonging to the second-half of the nineteenth century.  There were 228 items recovered from this 
area (Photos 4-9, 4-10; Table 4-2).  Thirty-nine percent (89) of artefacts were associated with food, 
its preparation, serving and consumption; 23 percent (53) were involved in the storage and 
consumption of alcohol, and nine percent (21) with pharmaceuticals (Table 4-4).  The latter is quite a 
high proportion for pharmaceuticals, but includes gin/schnapps which was typically sold as a 
‘medicine’ and may have been purchased for its alcohol content.   
 
The ceramics in context 4706, the main deposit in Area C, were dominated by plain, moulded or 
gilded whitewares (38), where they formed 63 percent of the assemblage.25  This is a notable contrast 
to those decorative styles found at the Inn where only 12 whiteware items, or 22 percent, were found.  
The artefacts have a similar chronological variability and therefore this different purchasing pattern 
appears to be a real pattern relating to different uses, one residential and associated with a single 
family for all of the nineteenth century while the other is associated with the commercial operation of 
the Inn.   Another element of difference between the Inn and the Millen-related deposits were the 
higher proportion of teawares at the house while those at the Inn were dominated by plates and 
platters for the serving of meals to the clientele of the Inn.  This pattern is also the by-product of 
residential versus commercial activities undertaken within these two areas.   
 
The artefacts recovered from Area C suggest that the Millen family had access to a reasonable level 
of financial resources.  As the owner of a small business, a butcher shop on the main street of Penrith, 
and who resided nearby within their own home, indicated to be the most expensive on the block, they 
clearly had financial resources.  The choice of the white bone china teawares, either plain or with 
gilded decoration, was a clear preference as were those with simple hand painting and gilding (Tables 
5-1, 5-2). Again the majority of teawares, cups and saucers, were bone china rather than 
earthenwares which suggests a distinct personal preference for finer simply decorated wares.  As 
noted above this is a sharp contrast to the Inn where teawares were not necessarily a typical aspect of 
the provision of services to customers, except perhaps with the serving of meals for those staying 
overnight at the Inn.    
 
The reasons for these preferences are presumed to be ones associated with personal taste but 
influenced by the local social environment in which they lived.  The presence of teawares is typically 
presumed to represent the participation of the residents, mostly women of the family, in the practices 
of taking morning or afternoon tea.  This is seen to be a particular activity in which women and their 
friends and family participated, as a means to form and cement women’s roles and that of their 
family within the local community and their social group or class.26  The ability to choose higher 
value ceramics, bone china, albeit simpler ones, indicates an ability to purchase appropriate ceramics 

                                                      
25 Appendix 2.1, Ceramics Report 
26 Diana di Zerega Wall 191, 1994 
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for the participation of the family within their perceived social milieu, presumably a middle-class one 
in the country town of late nineteenth-century Penrith.   
 
During the period in which most of the ceramics would have been purchased and used, 1880-1900, 
the population of Penrith rose from 2,310 to 3,539 (Table 2-3, Section 2).  Many of these people 
would have been known to the Millen family.  Those residents of Penrith who would have been 
invited to the Millen home, to participate in morning or afternoon tea, would have consisted of 
members of their extended family;27 members of the local church, presumably Presbyterian as 
Nathaniel Millen was buried in the Presbyterian part of the local cemetery;28 and those involved in 
local politics.  Nathaniel Millen was one of the original councillors on the Penrith Municipal Council 
when it was established in 1873.29  It is therefore presumed that this assemblage of teawares 
represents a typical choice to be made by middle-class residents of Penrith.    
 
The presence of at least two and possibly three different types of bone china teawares, gilded, and 
hand painted and gilded, may indicate the presence of two or three different teasets as well as some 
for everyday use.  The earthenwares (few and svfew) may have been purchased for everyday use.  
The only evidence for teapots are two Rockingham-glazed ones.  Again these are more likely to be 
for everyday use and indicate a continued preference for and use of this style by the presence of 
remains of two different teapots.  The absence of evidence for a ‘good’ teapot is not unusual and may 
represent the care with which better quality items may have been handled or it may mean that they 
had a silver or silver-plated teapot for guests and special occasions.   
 
 

Decoration Fabric 
MIC  

Area C 
 

Decoration Fabric MIC RCI 
brntp few 1  blk flow few 4 

hp gild bc 9  blktp few 2 
rock gl few 2  blktp svfew 2 

wgl bc 16  bltp few 2 
wgl gilt bc 16  brntp few 3 
wgl mou bc 1  brntp svfew 1 

ww svfew 1  grntp few 2 
ww gild svfew 1  hp bc 1 
ww mou svfew 3  hp gild bc 2 

  50  linear few 1 
 ppl tp few 12 
 redtp few 1 

Table 5-1: Range of ceramic 
decorations and fabrics in Area C.  
  sponge few 8 

    sprigg bc 9 
    wgl bc 8 
    wgl gilt bc 13 
    ww few 2 
    ww svfew 1 
      74 
    

   
 

Table 5-2: Range of ceramic 
decorations and fabrics in Area D - 
RCI.  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
27 The electoral rolls indicates quite a few Millens living in Penrith and nearby at this time.   
28 Penrith City Library, Database of Indexes, Nepean Times 19 June 1920. 
29 Penrith City Library webpage.  
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Decoration Site Teapots 
Rockingham   1 Smith Street, Parramatta 8 

Glaze 19-41 Reservoir St, Surry Hills 3 
 20 Albion Street, Surry Hills 2 
 20 Poplar Street, Surry Hills 21 
 50-72 Union Street Pyrmont 1 
 Conservatorium of Music 12 
 CSR Site, Pyrmont 29 
 Deepdene, Kirribilli 1 
 DMR, Haymarket 7 
 cnr George & Charles Sts, Parramatta 1 

 
Parramatta Children's Court,  
cnr George & O'Connell Sts, Parramatta 2 

 Penrith Plaza & Red Cow Inn 2 
 Queens Arms Inn, RH/46, Rouse Hill 13 
 Silknit House, Mary Street, Surry Hills 3 
  105 

Table 5-3: Rockingham-glaze teapots have been found at 14 sites in inner-city Sydney and also at Parramatta 
and Rouse Hill. This is from a total of 33 sites in Casey & Lowe’s artefact database.   
 

Site Decoration Fabric No. Cups 
No. 

Saucers Totals 
1 Smith Street, Parramatta white glazed bone china 3 2 5 
109 George Street, Parramatta   1 1 2 
19-41 Reservoir St, Surry Hills   5 2 7 
50-72 Union Street Pyrmont   1 1 2 
Bulwara Road, Pyrmont   3 3 6 
George & Charles Sts, Parramatta   4 5 9 
King George V site, The Rocks   - 1 1 
Parramatta Children's Court, cnr 
George & O'Connell Sts, Parramatta   7 6 13 

Penrith Plaza & Red Cow Inn   12 12 24 
Queens Arms Inn, RH/46,   
Rouse Hill   34 25 59 

   70 58 128 
Table 5-4: White glazed or plain white bone china cups and saucers were found at nine sites other than Penrith 
Plaza & the Red Cow Inn site.  This is from a total of 33 sites in Casey & Lowe’s database.   
 

Site Decoration Fabric No cups No. Saucers  
109 George Street hp gild bc  1 1 
19-41 Reservoir Street  bc 1 4 5 
20 Poplar Street, Surry Hills  china 1 3 4 
   bc   4 4 
   few   1 1 
50-72 Union Street Pyrmont  bc 1 1 2 
Conservatorium of Music  bc 2 1 3 
   porc   7 7 
DMR, Haymarket  bc 1 1 2 
George & Charles Parramatta  bc 1  1 
  porc 1  1 
King George V, The Rocks  bc  1 1 
Penrith Plaza & Red Cow Inn  bc 5 6 11 
Queens Arms Inn, RH/46,  Rouse Hill  svfew 1 1 2 

   14 31 45 
Table 5-5: Handpainted and gilded white cups, mostly of bone china, were found at nine sites other than 
Penrith Plaza & the Red Cow Inn.  This is from a total of 33 sites in Casey & Lowe’s database.  The quantity 
from Penrith Plaza site is the largest from any single site. The term china is used to describe a fabric that is 
thicker than bone china.   
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Site Fabric Decoration Cups Saucers Total 
1 Smith Street, Parramatta bc wgl gilt 17 8 25 
109 George Street, Parramatta bc  1 1 2 
155 Kent St., Millers Pt china  1 2 3 
19-41 Reservoir St, Surry Hills bc  4 4 8 
 few   1 1 
20 Albion Street, Surry Hills china   2 2 
20 Poplar Street, Surry Hills china  19 12 31 
295 Sussex St, Sydney china  1  1 
50-72 Union Street, Pyrmont bc  7 12 19 
 svfew   1 1 
Bulwara Road, Pyrmont china  5 1 6 
Conservatorium of Music china  1 3 4 
CSR Site, Pyrmont china  58 65 123 
Deepdene, Kirribilli china  2 1 3 
DMR, Haymarket china  1 3 4 
George & Charles Sts, Parramatta bc  15 10 25 
GPO Tank Stream china  1  1 
King George V, The Rocks bc  1  1 
Parramatta Children's Court, cnr 
George & O'Connell Sts, Parramatta bc  3  3 
Penrith Plaza & Red Cow Inn bc  9 20 29 
Queens Arms Inn, RH/46,   
Rouse Hill bc  16 18 34 
 china  1 4 5 
 svfew   1 1 
Silknit House, Surry Hills china   4 4 
St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta bc  1  1 

   164 173 337 
Table 5-6: Gilded white glazed or plain white cups, mostly of bone china or china, have been found at 20 sites 
other than Penrith Plaza & the Red Cow Inn.  This is from a total of 33 sites in Casey & Lowe’s artefact 
database.  China is used to describe a fabric that is thicker than bone china.  White bone china with gilding was 
found on nine sites other than the Penrith Plaza & Red Cow Inn. This perhaps suggests that there is some 
meaningful pattern behind its occurrence at Penrith.  In addition, six of the nine sites were in Parramatta and 
Rouse Hill, suggesting that this white glazed and gilded bone china was a preference in the outer lying 
townships.  The china cups and saucers are thicker and were therefore probably more robust and less expensive 
and may explain its presence at working-class sites such as the CSR site and 20 Poplar Street which was 
designated as slum housing.   
 
 
How do these types of teawares fit into the context of other archaeological sites?  While there has 
been little archaeological work undertaken in Penrith there has been a considerable body of work 
completed for inner-city Sydney, Parramatta and some at Rouse Hill.  Rockingham-glazed teapots 
are the most common type of teapot found at most archaeological sites (Table 5-3).  At the former 
CSR site (Jackson’s Landing) remains of 29 Rockingham-glazed teapots were found.  These teapots 
are a typical part of the artefact assemblage to be expected on most nineteenth and early twentieth-
century archaeological sites in New South Wales.    
 
The types of teawares found associated with the Riley Street cistern are interesting.  While the 
overall pattern for teawares at the Red Cow Inn is dominated by transfer-printed teawares there is 
still a considerable quantity of white and gilded bone china ceramics (Table 5-2).  When compared to 
other sites in the Casey & Lowe database (C&LD) the other main sites with white and gilded bone 
china are: 1 Smith Street, Parramatta; George & Charles Streets, Parramatta; and the ‘Queen’s Arms 
Inn’, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill (Table 5-6).  This distribution table suggests these types of teawares  
were popular in the towns surrounding Sydney rather than in the inner city.  The George & Charles 
Street artefacts are associated with a considerably more successful family than the Millen’s, one of 
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the two Byrnes brothers who were successful entrepreneurs.  The house at 1 Smith Street had early 
twentieth-century working-class occupants of uncertain name.  This analysis suggests that there is a 
distinct pattern of preference in rural towns that is different to the inner city.  The interpretation of 
the reasons for this is purely tentative and needs to be examined further but could be a mixture of:  

 Individual preference influenced by the taste of a prevailing social group.  
 This social group may be formed by a mixture of family members, members of the same 

church, and other members of a similar social class.  This suggests this social group may be 
formed from family and other local residents with similar commercial and political interests.  
A desire to engage in the social ritual of morning and afternoon tea with a suitable but 
restrained choice of teaset that may appear to be conservative in the context of an urban 
environment but is suitable within the rural township.  

 A preference for sets in bone china, making it the preferred type of cup for drinking 
communal tea gatherings.   

 Availability of items for purchase at a nearby retailer.  
 The purchase price, although this is less likely as bone china is considered to be the most 

expensive type of ceramic.30  The plainness of the decoration may see these as the cheapest 
in this more expensive group of ceramics.   

 
Plain white bone china is also found mainly in these rural towns but is also found at a few of the 
inner-city sites (Table 5-4), though its occurrence is more prevalent at rural sites.  In the case 
handpainted and gilded bone china at Penrith Plaza & Red Cow Inn, it had the largest counts of this 
type of ceramic but it was perhaps more evenly distributed, as it was less common than the plain 
white bone china, usually by a ratio of two or three to one (Tables 5-4, 5-5, 5-6).  
 
By examining teawares associated with the Riley Street house and comparing them to other rural 
sites in Parramatta and Rouse Hill a distinct preference for teawares in rural areas is seen to be 
generally different to those in the inner city areas of Sydney.   This is considered to represent a 
distinct pattern of preference based on social and group engagement in what appears to be a more 
conservative environment.   
 
The metal artefacts from the blacksmith’s shop also supports the different material culture of a rural 
town with its focus on agricultural activities in the surrounding areas and the need for transport and 
repair of this transport, whether it be horseshoes or pieces of a buggy, a harrow or a plough.  These 
types of artefacts are rarely found in urban sites, mostly because they are at some distance from the 
agricultural hinterland.  It should be noted that horseshoes are not uncommon on urban sites with 
stables, ie the Conservatorium of Music which was a stables from the 1840s to 1913.31 
 
   
Question 7: How does the material culture of the Inn compare with other inn deposits, such as 
the ‘Queen’s Arms Inn’, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill.  
The Queen’s Arms Inn was a coaching inn between Parramatta and Windsor and also operated as a 
post office for many years.  It does not appear to have provided accommodation on a major scale to 
the travelling public.  The main archaeological deposits excavated in 2002 was a large rubbish pit 
which dates to the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and contained 750 artefacts.32  While 
the sizes of both assemblages are different they fall into a similar timeframe.  This pit contained 
considerably many items more than found in all the Red Cow Inn area.  This means that the pit from 
the Queen’s Arms Inn was considerably larger.  When making direct comparison with the 
proportions of the main functional categories of each inn they are quite similar.  Food was the 
dominant category with alcohol, architecture and beverage as the next largest groups (Table 5-7).  At 
the Queen’s Arms Inn, pharmaceuticals formed a larger proportion (35, 6%) of the artefacts when 
compared to the Red Cow (10, 2%).  Recreation items were more predominant at the Red Cow than 
the Queen’s Arms.   
                                                      
30 Miller 1980:30; 1991:15, 32 
31 Casey & Lowe 2002 
32 Casey & Lowe 2005c 
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The following discussion will focus on the food category, the largest group of artefacts at both sites, 
approximately 50 percent of all artefacts recovered at each site.   In the food group, the Red Cow has 
similar proportions of tableware (32%) and teaware (34%) while at the Queen’s Arms tablewares 
(21%) are considerably less than the quantity of the teawares (50%).  This immediately suggests that 
the serving of meals was not a significant part of the activities of the Windsor Road coaching inn nor 
perhaps was the provision of accommodation.  The Red Cow is known to have provided numerous 
rooms for the accommodation of travellers (Section 2).  They also had different proportions of 
serving vessels with the Red Cow having 13 percent (29) while the Queen’s Arms had only seven 
percent (27).  Serving items as a lower proportion of the assemblage supports the evidence presented 
by the tablewares, that the Queen’s Arms did not provide meals to their clientele on the same scale as 
at the Red Cow.  The condiment group, 14 percent at the Red Cow, supports this analysis by being 
much larger at the Red Cow.  All this evidence supports that commercial meals were being produced 
at the Red Cow and probably not at all at the Queen’s Arms (Tables 5-8, 5-9).   
 
In the tableware category both had a similar number of plates (41) although these represented quite 
different proportions of the assemblage (Table 5-9).  There was a greater variety of forms at the Red 
Cow in contrast with the Queen’s Arms, notably the inclusion of cutlery (Table 5-9).  This category 
also supports the general assumptions arising from the serving and condiment categories.   
 
The teawares, as noted above, totally dominate the assemblage at the Queen’s Arms in contrast with 
the Red Cow (Tables 5-9).  This may suggest that the quantity of teawares represents a domestic or 
residential occupation at a later stage of the occupation of the Queen’s Arms rather than the operation 
of it as an Inn.  The types of teawares found at the Queen’s Arms and the overall Penrith Plaza & Red 
Cow Inn sites does indicate a closer parallel with the Riley Street house in terms of bone china 
ceramics except for the sheer quantity which is larger than other sites (Table 5-10, 511).  When we 
look at the types of decoration on the teawares it reveals that the proportion of transfer-printed wares 
at the Red Cow Inn was more than one third (39%) while at the Queen’s Arms Inn it was 18 percent.   
 
As the brief discussion shows the pattern of ceramic decorations and fabrics is different to the 
Queen’s Arms Inn, Rouse Hill and the residential deposit in Riley Street (Area C).  It is therefore 
suggested that the type of pattern we can begin to realise for the Red Cow Inn is one specifically 
relating to providing accommodation and meals to travellers who are likely to be fed communal 
meals or a range of transfer printed platters and plates, with a range of similar patterned, but not 
necessarily matching, cups and saucers.  The provision of these meals required the use of 
condiments, oil, vinegars and sauces, in decorative bottles that could be put on tables so people could 
add flavouring to their own food as well as being pre-prepared within the kitchen.  While the 
artefacts from the Red Cow and the Queen’s Arms represent a similar late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century deposit they represent quite different aspects of the operation of an Inn as a result 
of the size of the Inn and their different roles in the transport and communication network within the 
hinterland of Sydney.   
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General Function 
MNI 
QAI  % 

MNI 
RCI % 

alcohol 74 9.9  38 8.4 
architecture 35 4.7  33 7.3 

architecture/transport - - 1 0.2 
beverage 17 2.3  23 5.1 
clerical 13 1.7  4 0.9 

economy - - 2 0.4 
food 404 53.9  220 48.7 

food/beverage 1 0.1  - - 
food/pharmaceuticals 1 0.1  - - 

household 27 3.6  19 4.2 
h'hold/transport - - 1 0.2 

personal 23 3.1  20 4.4 
pharmaceuticals 35 4.7  10 2.2 

pharmaceutical/personal 3 0.4    
recreation 14 1.9  19 4.2 

service 5 0.7  4 0.9 
transport 22 2.9  1 0.2 

work 9 1.2  - - 
yard - - 2 0.4 

unidentified 67 8.9  55 12.2 
 750 100 452 99.9 

Table 5-7: Functional categories found at both the Queen’s Arms Inn, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill and the Red 
Cow Inn, Penrith.  
 

Gen 
Function Spec Function 

MIC 
QAI %  MIC RCI % 

food condiment 21 5.2  31 14.1  
 container 9 2.2  4 1.8  
 preparation 8 2.0  4 1.8  
 serve 27 6.7  29 13.2  
 store 9 2.2  2 0.9  
 tableware 86 21.3  71 32.3  
 tea 200 49.5  75 34.1  
 tea/tblw 44 10.9  3 1.4  
 unidentified - -  1 0.5  

  404 10000.00%99.9 220 100.1 
Table 5-8: Food categories found at both the Queen’s Arms Inn, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill and the Red Cow 
Inn, Penrith.  At the Red Cow proportions of table and teawares are very similar while they are quite different 
at the Queen’s Arms.   
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General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape 

MIC 
QAI % 

MIC 
RCI % 

food condiment bottle 0  5 2.3  
  oil/vinegar 14 3.6  7 3.2  
  pickles/chutney 2 0.5  9 4.1  
  pickle   2 0.9  
  sauce 1 0.3  2 0.9  
  stopper 4 1.0  6 2.7  
 container bottle 3 0.8  1 0.5  
  jar 2 0.5  2 0.9  
  key 2 0.5    
  lid   1 0.5  
  tin can 2 0.5    
 preparation batter bowl 1 0.3    
  bowl 3 0.8  2 0.9  
  can opener/corkscrew 1 0.3    
  handle   1 0.5  
  lid 1 0.3    
  pot 1 0.3    
  saucepan 1 0.3  1 0.5  
 serve bowl 1 0.3    
  dish 3 0.8  5 2.3  
  gravy boat 1 0.3    
  jug 11 2.8  5 2.3  
  lid   1 0.5  
  platter 8 2.1  18 8.2  
  spoon 1 0.3    
  tureen 2 0.5    
 store bottle 1 0.3    
  ginger jar 4 1.0  1 0.5  
  jar 2 0.5    
  lid 2 0.5  1 0.5  
 tableware bowl 13 3.4  3 1.4  
  egg cup 5 1.3  1 0.5  
  fork   3 1.4  
  knife   3 1.4  
  mug/cup 1 0.2   
  Pilzner   1 0.5  
  plate 41 10.6  41 18.6  
  plate-small  0.0  4 1.8  
  plate-large 5 1.3    
  saucer   1 0.5  
  shot glass   1 0.5  

  spoon, table   2 0.9  
  spoon, salt   1 0.5  
  stemware 1 0.3  1 0.5  
  tumbler 15 3.7 8 3.6  
  unidentified 4 1.0  1 0.5  
 tea breakfast cup 4 1.0  1 0.5  
  cup 85 21.9  37 16.8  
  jug 2 0.5    
  saucer 94 24.2  35 15.9  
  tea spoon 1 0.3  1 0.5  
  teapot 14 3.6  1 0.5  
 tea/tblw plate  0.0  1 0.5  
  plate, small 44 11.3  2 0.9  
 unidentified unidentified  0.0  1 0.5  
   403 67.8 220 18.8 

Table 5-9: Food functions, vessel and items found at both the Queen’s Arms Inn, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill 
and the Red Cow Inn, Penrith.   
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Decoration Fabric MIC QAI % 
bl flow svfew 2 1.0  
blktp svfew 1 0.5  
bltp few 6 3.0  
bltp svfew 12 6.0  

gl mou fstw 1 0.5  
grntp few 5 2.5  
grntp svfew 6 3.0  

hp porc 1 0.5  
hp svfew 1 0.5  

hp gild bc 2 1.0  
hp gild svfew 1 0.5  

hp mou gild svfew 1 0.5  
linear few 2 1.0  
redtp svfew 3 1.5  

rock gl few 10 5.0  
rock gl stw 1 0.5  
sponge svfew 1 0.5  

sponge hp few 1 0.5  
wgl bc 55 27.6  

wgl gilt bc 34 17.1  
wgl mou bc 12 6.0  

wgl mou gild bc 1 0.5  
ww few 24 12.1  
ww svfew 10 5.0  

ww gild few 1 0.5 
ww mou svfew 4 2.0  
wwgilt few 1 0.5  

  199 99.8 
Table 5-10: Ceramic teawares were found at the Queen’s Arms Inn in a range of ceramic patterns. As indicated 
in Tables 5-4, 5-5 and 5-6 (above) there were quite a lot of white glazed bone china at the Queen’s Arms, more 
than found at a typical urban or rural site.  
 

Decoration 
MIC 
QAI $ 

MIC 
RCI % 

transfer prints 35 17.6  29 39.2  
gl mou 1 0.5    

hp 2 1.0  1 1.4  
hp gild   2 2.7  
linear 2 1.0    

rock gl 11 5.5  1 1.4  
sponge 1 0.5  8 10.8  

sponge hp 1 0.5    
sprig   9 12.2  
wgl 55 27.6  8 10.8  

wgl gilt 34 17.1  13 17.6  
wgl mou 12 6.0    

wgl mou gild 1 0.5    
wgl hp gild 2 1.0    

ww 34 17.1  3 4.1  
ww gilt 1 0.5    
ww mou 4 2.0    
wwgilt 1 0.5    

WW, hp mou gild 1 0.5    
ww hp gild 1 0.5    

 199  74  
Table 5-11: Decorative types of teawares found at the Red Cow Inn and the Queen’s Arms Inn.   
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