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3.0 Results of the Archaeological Investigation 
 
3.1 Methodology 
 
3.1.1 Excavation Methodology 
The site was excavated using open area stratigraphic excavation.  Initial excavation work was 
undertaken using a 7-tonne excavator to strip the area under archaeological supervision (Photo 3.1).  
The material stripped off usually consisted of twentieth-century fill associated with the RTA 
construction phase.  A space of about 29m by 16m in the southwest corner was cleared first for the 
placement of site sheds.  Next the northern half of the site was cleared, then another portion to the 
east of the southwest corner and lastly, due to the extensive excavations in the southeast corner, the 
remainder of the southern half.  Once the desired level was found the areas were cleaned, mainly 
with the aid of hoes and if features e.g. postholes, or remains of structures were present further 
investigations were carried out to collect information about their function, age and such.  A 
photographic record as well as scale plans (1:50) and detailed notes were taken of all work carried 
out.  Soil samples were taken from relevant features.  Pit features were usually half sectioned and if 
necessary excavated in full. Postholes were excavated in the Casey & Lowe method by initially 
lowering the posthole fill a few centimetres to clearly show the cut and completely removing the post 
pipe fill.  The main focus of the excavation was to retrieve as much information as possible about the 
nineteenth-century period involving the Hassall House. 
 
 
 

Photo 3-1: Machine stripping of overburden in Area A, looking southeast.   
 
 
3.1.2 Areas 
The site was divided into Area A and Area B.  Area A was roughly the north half and Area B the 
south half of the site.  This would have coincided with the early twentieth-century line of property 
boundaries separating the Union Street properties from the George Street properties.    
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3.1.3 Archaeological Phases  
The archaeological remains from the site were divided into a series of archaeological phases based on 
the known historical development of the site to help interpret the meaning of the archaeological 
evidence found at the site.  This is an important step in the interpretation process because of the 
general lack of stratigraphy on this site which is typical of Australian historic sites. To understand 
which phase of the site’s occupation the remains belong to, each feature or structures or deposit was 
given a preliminary phasing by the excavation supervisor, in consultation with the excavation 
director.  This then provides a structure for the detailed description and recording of the 
archaeological remains.  These phases are:  
 
 

Phase 1.1 Natural landscape 
Phase 1.2 Aboriginal occupation 
Phase 2 Pre-Hassall House Features 
Phase 3.1 Construction of Hassall House (1804 or c1814) 
Phase 3.2 Occupation of Hassall House (c1814-1834) 
Phase 4 Leasing of Hassall House (1834-1880) 
Phase 5 Demolition of Hassall House (1884) 
Phase 6 Twentieth-century housing 
Phase 7 Rubbish dump/site preparation and construction of RTA (1960s) 
Phase 8 Surface collection and demolition of RTA (2003 and 2004) 

 
Each phase will be discussed in the Section 3.5.  The phases are also used within the Harris Matrix 
which is an illustration of the phasing of the site and how the archaeological remains relate to each 
other and their component parts.   
 
 
3.2 Natural Environment 
 
3.2.1 Geology and Geomorphology119 
The study area (DEC Indigenous site RTA-G1) is located on a sandy alluvial terrace, on the southern 
banks of the easterly flowing Parramatta River.  A comparison of the 1951 aerial photograph (Fig. 7) 
with early maps and views of Parramatta,120 confirm the presence of a narrow floodplain and an 
extensive alluvial terrace in this location.  The study area is interpreted as reworked sands of a 
backplain, south of the levee and active floodplain zone121 (Fig. 8).  The river terrace probably 
extends further west beyond ‘The Crescent’ (former channel, north of Old Government House), south 
to Clay Cliff Creek and east to the confluence of Clay Cliff Creek and Parramatta River near James 
Ruse Drive.  
 
Geotechnical investigations in the study area122 identified a substantial depth of sand (4-8m), with 
underlying bedrock of shale and interlaminated siltstone and sandstone (Fig. 9).  The geology is 
comprised of Ashfield Shale (Wianamatta Group), which is exposed on the northern side of the river 
opposite the River Cat ferry wharf as a modified cliffline.  Shale hillslopes and low ridges overlook 
the river terrace, to the south above the course of Clay Cliff Creek and at Rose Hill.  Geologically 
older Hawkesbury Sandstone, the likely source material for the sand body, is exposed on more 
elevated land north of the river, and has been incised by southerly flowing creeks.123  There is a large 
geological structural feature north of the river, known as the Hornsby Warp, indicated by a south-
easterly dip in the top surface of the sandstone that has been exposed by uneven weathering of the 
overlying shales.  This feature has been attributed to tectonic activity, and marks the southern edge of 
                                                      
119 This section is taken from the Jo McDonald CHM report (2005) on the Indigenous Archaeology recorded on 
the site.  This work was undertaken by Peter Mitchell.   
120 Kass et al. 1996 
121 Mitchell in JMcD CHM 2005a 
122 Coffey Geosciences 2002 
123 Branagan & Packham 2000:114 
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the elevated Hornsby Plateau.124  Sandstone is exposed in the river bed further upstream to the west, 
near Parramatta Park, and downstream along the northern side of the river near Subiaco Creek. 
 
 

Figure 7: Annotated aerial photograph, 1951, showing fluvial terrace between Parramatta and Clay 
Cliff Creek. Study area in blue. Site CG1 in yellow and the current study area is marked with 
a blue arrow. (JMcD CHM 2005a). 

 
 
Locally available stone, sourced from weathering of the surrounding shale and sandstone geology 
such as ironstone, sandstone, quartz pebbles or cobbles, would have been utilized at various times 
throughout the site’s history.  All stone raw materials for Aboriginal use, including stone interpreted 
as manuports, could have been sourced from the Parramatta river bed-load.   
 

                                                      
124 Herbert 1983a:115 
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Figure 8: A north-south cross-section from Clay Cliff Creek (south) to Parramatta River (north) 
showing predicted pre-European landform, soils, and vegetation. Site RTA-G1 is on sand 
backplain, south of levee. 

 
 

Figure 9: Northeast (right) to southwest (left) geotechnical cross-section across study area, from 
borehole information (Coffey Geosciences 2002). 

 
 
3.2.2 Hydrology125 
In the early Holocene (6-10 ka), the Parramatta River was a freshwater stream within an incised 
valley that ran to the coast, then some 35km further east of its current location.  The Parramatta River 
valley and estuarine upper reaches of Sydney Harbour were drowned by eustatic sea-level rise, which 
stabilised sometime after 7,000 years ago.  Major watercourses such as Darling Mills Creek and 

                                                      
125 This section is taken from the Jo McDonald CHM report (2005) on the Indigenous Archaeology recorded on 
the site.  This work was undertaken by Peter Mitchell.   
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Toongabbie Creek feed the upper catchment of the Parramatta River.  The river is fed from the north 
by Subiaco Creek and from the south by Clay Cliff Creek.  High stream flows have been known to 
cause major flooding along Darling Mills Creek and one in 100 year floods affected the Parramatta 
CBD prior to recent flood mitigation works.  In 1889, and again in 1914, low-lying areas of 
Parramatta Township flooded.126   
 
Maps prepared during early European settlement show some of these creeks mentioned above as well 
as extensive fluvial and tidal deposited mud and sand flats exposed along the channel, especially the 
northern side of the river.  The tidal limit of the estuary was within a few hundred metres of the study 
area, although spring tides are known to have reached upstream as far as Marsden St.127  Visiting the 
area in 1788, Surgeon White observed that ‘the tide ceased to flow; and all further progress for boats 
was stopped by a flat space of large broad stones, over which a fresh-water stream ran’.128  Exposure 
of bedrock in the streambed, no longer visible due to weir construction, channel modification and 
bank stabilisation works, is depicted in an 1809 view of Parramatta (Plate 1), and later 19th century 
photographs (Plate 2). 
 
 

Plate 1: 1809 westerly view of Parramatta township, showing bedrock exposed just upstream of tidal 
limit of Parramatta River estuary. Note steeply sloping terrace bank and flattening of surface 
away from River.  ML, SLNSW 16922h 

 

                                                      
126 Upper Parramatta River Catchment Trust 2002. 
127 Kass et al. 1996. 
128 White 1788: 128.   
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Plate 2: 1880s view of bedload in Parramatta River at low water, upstream of tidal limit, near 
Lennox Bridge (after McClymont 2001: 13). 

 
 
3.2.3 Soils129 
The river terrace described above has only recently been identified as a landscape unit (see Mitchell 
2003, in JMcD CHM 2005a).  The 1:100,000 Sydney Soil Landscape map shows Ashfield Shale and 
Quaternary alluvium in this locality, with the study area within the disturbed Birrong Soil Landscape 
(Chapman et al. 1989).  None of the soil profiles observed here correlate to the descriptions of the 
Birrong Soil landscape.  Even though there is a long history of European land uses in the vicinity, the 
sediments are less disturbed than indicated, with a considerable depth of sand preserved beneath 
historic and modern development. 
 
Mitchell interprets this fluvial terrace as a Pleistocene geomorphic feature130 created during former 
high sea levels c. 120-130 ka.  Deposits are mostly uniform fluvial quartzose and clayey sands, with 
surface sands possibly reworked.  Source material is probably Hawkesbury Sandstone, which has 
been deeply incised higher up the catchment, i.e. Darling Mills Creek.  The degree of pedogenesis at 
the site suggested that soils may be late Pleistocene or early Holocene in age (i.e. c.12-8 ka – an 
estimate confirmed by the current dating exercise).  This is comparable with site CG1, where similar 
gradational red earths with clay pan/lamellae formation were described.131  The current study area 
may retain slightly more of the upper part of the sequence than site CG1 (northeast corner of George 
& Charles Streets, diagonally opposite), although topsoil was variably truncated. 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
129 This section is taken from the Jo McDonald CHM report (2005) on the Indigenous Archaeology recorded on 
the site.  This work was undertaken by Peter Mitchell.   
130 JMcD CHM 2005a. 
131 Mitchell in JMcD CHM 2005a: 10. 
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3.2.4 Pre-Settlement vegetation 
Benson and Howell (1990) propose that at the time of European settlement, the higher river terraces 
at Parramatta were covered by woodlands of grey box (Eucalyptus moluccana) and forest red gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticormis) with an open grassy understorey.  In 1798, a ‘stately grove’ of wattles 
(Acacia) was growing near the present day corner of Church and Macquarie Streets immediately to 
the east of the study site.132   
 
Mangroves (Avicennia marina) are likely to have colonised the river margins up to the tidal limit 
(approximately below O’Connell Street) whilst the common reed (Phragmites australis), paperbarks 
(Melaleuca linariifolia) and rough-barked native apples (Angophora floribunda) occupied wetter and 
drier areas on the river terraces respectively. The sub-saline quality of the groundwater in wells133 
indicates that samphires (Chenopodiaceae-Amaranthaceae) will have colonised areas subject to 
ephemeral flooding, e.g. clay pans on the higher terraces, as well as forming saltmarsh communities 
along the river.  
 

Figure 3-1: Redrawing of Lawrie’s 1980 map of Parramatta showing a range of environmental features as well 
as an early engineering works, the Parramatta barrel drain, built in response to the natural landscape.  
Note the drainage reserve to the southeast of the study area (arrowed).  

 
 
Mike Macphail has proposed, based on the pollen analysis from a series of archaeological sites in 
Parramatta, a working hypothesis for the pre-1788 vegetation:134  
  

                                                      
132 Jervis 1961:25 
133 Jervis 1961:157 
134 Macphail pollen report, Section 8.4.   
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Prior to 1790, higher terraces lining the Parramatta River supported eucalypt woodland or forest 
with a grassy rather than shrub-rich understorey.  Casuarinas were either rare or absent although 
pollen derived from distant stands can be frequent if the local pollen influx is low.   
 
This forest was cleared using fire, allowing native grasses and liverwort populations to colonise 
exposed areas of damp mineral soils.  'Agricultural' weeds such as dandelions had become widely 
naturalised across the same area by the early 1800s.  European activities seem responsible for the 
extinction of two quillwort species (Isoetes drummondii, I. muelleri) by the early 19th century. 
 
Land separating the convict huts is depicted as being ploughed in an undated (c1793) pen and 
wash view of George Street from Rose Hill (Fig. 3-7).  There is no compelling fossil pollen 
evidence that 'broad acre' crops had been planted on the allotments fronting onto 'upper' George 
Street although grain may have been stored on some of these sites.  Conversely cereal pollen 
preserved at 109 George St (ACN 5000) provides the first evidence that 'broad acre' cereal crops 
may have been planted on allotments on, or to the east of, 'lower' George St. 
 
The pollen data support the written documentary evidence that orchards were planted at the rear 
of some (most?) convict huts during the 1790s.  Pollen preserved in an Early Colonial Period 
storage facility on a nearby site at the corner of George & O'Connell Streets (Macphail 2004a) 
and in the waterhole at 95-101 George Street (Macphail 2005) confirms that vegetables were 
being grown on some allotments during the early nineteenth century.  These included the garden 
pea although, thus far, there is no compelling evidence that high relative abundances of crucifer 
pollen represent edible species such as cabbage or turnips.   

 
 
3.3 Aboriginal Occupation  
Parramatta was occupied by the Darug Aboriginal people prior to the arrival of the British in 1788.  
The local clan group were the Burramatta who spoke the Darug language. Parramatta is part of their 
traditional hunting and fishing grounds.  Being near the river it would have been an important area 
for camping and fishing for 10,000 or more years.  Fish were an important part of the diet of people 
living in the Sydney region in pre-colonial times.  Ducks, mullet, crayfish, shellfish and turtles lived 
in the freshwater streams feeding into Parramatta River.  Fish, shellfish, molluscs and eels lived in 
the saltwater parts of the river. Shellfish remains found in Aboriginal middens include: rock oysters, 
cockles, some mud whelks, mud oysters, winks and horn shells. Aboriginal people used canoes made 
from the bark of the bangalay (E bitryoides) or the stringybark tree (E agglomerates).  The men used 
spears and the women shell hooks to catch food from the river.  Food was cooked over a fire made at 
any convenient location (Fig. 3-2).   
 
Aboriginal occupation in Parramatta was documented by the British who set out from Sydney Cove 
to explore the Parramatta River and locate fertile land to grow the crops needed to sustain the new 
arrivals.  Recent archaeological work at the eastern end of George Street indicates the presence of 
Aboriginal people in Parramatta as extending back 15,000 to 22,000 years BP.135  The 109-113 
George Street site is the oldest known archaeological site revealing Aboriginal presence in the 
Sydney region indicating the known location of Aboriginal existence prior to stabilisation of post-
glacial sea levels c6000 year ago.  The summary findings for this site are included below: 
 
The Aboriginal family shown in Figure 3-2 were seated approximately 200m east of the Hassall 
house at 109 George Street, and east of Harris Street.   
 

                                                      
135 Jo McDonald CHM, Excavation Report, 109 George Street, Parramatta, for Landcom.  
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Figure 3-2: Aboriginal family cooking over a fire near the Parramatta River close to modern day George and 
Charles Streets. Note the Byrnes’ mill which dominated the eastern end of the township.  Augustus 
Earle, c1827, A view in Parramatta, NSW looking east, Picman, PXD 265, ML, SLNSW.   

 
 
3.3.1 Evidence for Aboriginal Occupation at 109 George Street, Summary of Findings136 
This salvage project has identified and recovered a substantial archaeological record that contributes 
to our understanding of pre-1788 Aboriginal occupation in the Parramatta area and more broadly, the 
Cumberland Plain. The antiquity of some of this archaeological record and evidence for change over 
time is significant to Australian archaeology generally. Multiple phases of Aboriginal occupation, 
from the Late Pleistocene (c. 25-30ka) to mid-Bondaian times (c. 3.5 ka), have been dated from 
amongst the assemblages retrieved from this sandy river terrace deposit. The most recent occupation 
evidence from this location (dating to the last 2-3,000 years) may have been lost from the site. The 
RTA-G1 assemblage is comparable (in technological terms) with that recovered from site CG1 on the 
corner of Charles & George Streets in 2002. A number of results can be highlighted from the salvage 
work:  

 A total of 122, 1m2 pits (including three previously excavated test pits) were hand 
excavated during the salvage programme. Investigations focussed on the most intact 
portion of the study area (c.3,400 m²), in the north-eastern section of 109-113 George 
Street. Two large and one smaller salvage excavation areas, separated by areas of 
disturbance, were extended; 

 4,775 lithic artefacts and a large quantity of manuport stone were recovered. The lithic 
assemblage adds to the large archival sample recovered from the corner of Charles and 
George Streets. The current assemblage includes well provenanced lithic artefacts 
which can be confidently divided into two broad time periods, on the basis of 
stratigraphic changes, and described here as “upper” and “lower”. At RTA-G1 there 
was clear evidence for a temporal change in stone raw material preference, reduction 
strategies, and spatial organisation;  

 Artefacts were encountered in every square excavated. Stone frequencies in each 
square ranged from 4-146, with an average artefact density of 38/m2. Highest numbers 
of artefacts were recorded along the western limit of the salvage area137, particularly in 
the north-west corner nearest George Street (35E transect in salvage Area A). Isolated 
concentrations of artefacts were found in other areas;  

 Most of the assemblage (82%) is knapping debitage. Areas of high artefact 
concentrations were identified against a continuous background scatter of lithic 
material across the site; 

 Most artefacts (75%) were found in the top 40cm of deposit. Lower density material 
(16%) occurred between 40cm and 60cm depth, while only a small proportion (8%) 
occurred between 60-80cm depth. Very few lithics were recovered below 80cm depth. 

                                                      
136 This is an extract from Jo McDonald CHM 2005.  
137 This area was truncated by an underground car park. 
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This pattern is likely to reflect not only taphonomic patterning but also the fact that the 
earlier occupation across this landscape was likely to have been less frequent with a 
more sparse technological signature; 

 Glossy heat-altered silcrete was identified and found to be predominantly concentrated 
in the top 10-20cm of deposit. The heat-altered silcrete was associated with small 
backed artefacts; 

 Silicified tuff in the earlier assemblages at the sites is technologically distinct from the 
more recent, silcrete dominated Bondaian assemblages. While generally this is more 
sparsely deposited, a patinated silicified tuff knapping floor was found between 60-
80cm depth; 

 A number of formal artefacts types were identified in the stone assemblage. These 
include backed artefacts, three (ground stone) hatchet heads in a discrete cluster; other 
ground stone, anvils, two serrate retouched tools, an ironstone core, and clusters of 
manuport stone (possibly heat retainers). The stone artefact evidence demonstrates that 
at RTA-G1 a range of activities were carried out by Aboriginal people, and represents 
domestic occupation debris accumulated over a long time period. 

 Dating results have established this landscape as one of the more significant 
archaeological localities in the Sydney basin. The radiocarbon dates reveal an 
occupation sequence that extends from the late Pleistocene period through to the mid-
Holocene. The range of dates obtained here indicates repeated occupation over many 
thousands of years. Furthermore, the earliest date obtained in this study (at c.30ka) 
more than doubles the previously accepted timeframe for Aboriginal occupation of the 
Sydney region 

 
 
3.4 The Cultural Landscape of Colonial Parramatta (1790 to c1821) 
A series of early images, maps and plans depict a slowly changing Parramatta from 1793 to 1821.  
These representations help us understand how the Parramatta township developed once George Street 
was laid out and government house constructed on the rising ground at the western end of George 
Street (Figs 3-3 to 3-11).  Many of these images are reproduced in Section 2 of this report but a few, 
which have recently turned up, are included below to provide a context for the landscape into which 
the structures and features found at this site fit.  The study area is at the eastern end of George Street, 
near the site of the early wharf, the Rum Corps Barracks and Soldier’s District and Government Store 
(Fig. 3-3).  Unlike many other archaeological sites within Parramatta the present study area was not 
the site of early convict occupation but was privately leased from the 1790s and in the one leasehold 
from c1804 to 1882.  It is lease 15 on the c1804 plan (Fig. 3-3).   
 
While Governor Philip initially had a small cottage (Fig. 3-5) erected as the Parramatta government 
house it was replaced by Governor Hunter’s new house (Fig. 3-7) which commenced in April 
1799.138  Governor King and his wife Anna Josepha had a neat and pretty garden laid out in front of 
the house by 1804 (Fig. 3-7).  By this time the township of Parramatta had expanded beyond the 
original line of George (High) and Church Streets with a series of cross streets with ‘convict huts’ 
lining many of these streets (Fig. 3-8).  The western end of the town was dominated by government 
house and the domain (Parramatta Park) with the early wharf and the military barracks located at the 
eastern end of the High Street (Fig 3-3).  Governor King was administering the colony, prior to 
Governor Bligh’s arrival in August 1806, and is more likely to have been responsible for issuing 
many of the leases identified on the 1804 plan although Hunter could have given out leases (Fig. 3-
3).139  Both King and Hunter were responsible for issuing leases within the Sydney Domain against 
the directions of Governor Phillip.  Governors Bligh and Macquarie sought to reinstate Phillip’s 
plans and remove these intrusions into the governor’s grounds.140  The pattern at Parramatta may be 
similar in the granting of leases of structures intended for convict accommodation rather than for 
public officials and free settlers.   

                                                      
138 Rosen 2003:49.  
139 Further research is being undertaken on this question.  
140 Casey 2002.  
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By the arrival of Governor Macquarie on 31 December 1809 there were numerous small cottages 
dotting the Parramatta landscape (Fig. 3-9).  Those that lined the river faced towards the north, an 
indication that these builders had quickly realised that north was the preferred orientation in the 
southern hemisphere.  The northern side of the river was still dominated by the stand of native trees, 
probably eucalypts (Figs 3-6, 3-9).  Government house sits on the hilltop overlooking the expanding 
township.  There was considerable development of Parramatta during this period which saw the 
rebuilding of St Johns Church to a design chosen by Mrs Macquarie as well as the rebuilding of 
Parramatta Government House (Fig 3-11), the erection of major government infrastructure such as 
the 1818 convict hospital, and a new soldiers barracks (Lancer Barracks),  both designed by John 
Watts (Fig. 3-10).  Further to the east along the river, the Female Orphan School was built to a design 
based on Mrs Macquarie’s family home Airds House, Appin, Scotland.141  There was major 
rebuilding of roads, including Parramatta Road which assisted the expansion of Parramatta into a 
thriving township.   
 
High (George) Street  
Descriptions of the original High Street noted that it was a very wide avenue and Watkin Tench in 
November 1790 observed ironically that ‘it is to be of such breadth as will make Pall-Mall and 
Portland Place “hide their diminished heads”’.142  Yet this is not the impression conveyed by early 
images of Parramatta (Figs 3-5, 3-6, 3-8, 3-9).  Fenced boundaries enclose all of the properties in 
Evans’ painting (Fig. 3-11) but there are none in Brambila’s 1793 drawing (Fig. 3-6), perhaps 
suggesting that they were erected later, by c1805, and probably during Governor King’s 
administration.  Brambila’s drawing does indicate the use of ditches (right foreground and between 
the huts to the north of High Street), some of which may have functioned as boundaries but they also 
worked as stormwater drainage lines.  High Street was depicted as narrow in at least four early 
images with extensive front gardens between the huts and the roadway (Figs 3-5, 3-6, 3-7, 3-8).  The 
area between the huts and the roadway were probably used as gardens, as suggested by plough lines, 
which are evident in both 1793 and c1805 images (Figs 3-6, 3-8).   
 
 

 
 

Figure 3-3: Evans’ c1804 plan of Parramatta with the study area indicated (arrowed).  The study area is 
identified as Lease 15 which was given to Obediah Ikin before being purchased by Rowland Hassall.  
Lease 27 on this plan was given to Rowland Hassall.  This is across the river and west of Church 
Street.  This plan is based on Meehan’s 1804 survey which Evans was responsible for drawing up.  
Rosen 2003:132, 131. 

 

                                                      
141 Casey 2002; Casey in prep.  
142 Tench 1793 (1979):195.  

36: Rum Corps Barracks 
37: Gov’t Store 
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As set out, George Street was 205 feet (63 m) wide and a mile (1.6 km) long.  On either side of the 
street huts were to be erected, each capable of containing 10 persons and at a distance of 60ft (18.5m) 
from each other, with a garden area allotted at the rear of each hut.  Tench and Collins wrote that they 
were 60ft (18.5m) apart but Governor Phillip had written to the British Government they were to be 
100ft (30.8m) apart.  The huts were to be built of wattle and daub with thatched roof and were to be 
12 by 24ft (3.7 x 7.4m).  The new street and the huts were built by the convicts from July 1790.  By 
September 1790, bricks were being fired for a barracks and store house and 27 huts were being built 
along High Street (George Street).143  Morton Herman suggested that Phillip was laying out a grand 
boulevard, as in a Renaissance city or more probably a Baroque layout.  Macquarie then redesigned 
this alignment and caused the houses to be placed on the narrower street alignment.144   
 
Morton Herman’s interpretation has generally been the accepted one but it needs to be reconsidered 
in the light of these recently published images and the above analysis of what they show.  Previous 
images of High Street were a single painting145 and a lithograph (Fig. 3.7); the latter must always be 
treated with suspicion if it is the only evidence available for what an area looked like.146  
Higginbotham in his various reports adopted the interpretation of the streets and layout as being wide 
but ramshackle.147  In the PHALMS report it was noted that Phillip’s grand avenue ‘was never really 
achieved.  Instead a haphazard development on larger than normal allotments was a feature of the 
town until the mid-nineteenth century’.148  The Conservation Management Plan for the Parramatta 
Hospital site calls it a ‘landscape of control’ and notes that the ‘tight regimentation reflected the fact 
that the majority of settlers were convicts and the colonial government sought to impose order on 
them…the orderly settlement of Parramatta went hand-in-hand with government policy’.149  The 
latter is a highly suspect interpretation as it presumes the government policy of one governor to 
another was readily adopted by the next and does not acknowledge the systemic failure of Phillip’s 
policies once he left the settlement in December 1792.150  These different interpretations of High 
Street are an issue for further debate where the archaeological evidence of the convict huts may assist 
in furthering our understanding, as does the preceding discussion of the two images.   
 
A new tentative interpretation is that with the granting of leaseholds to private individuals there was a 
need to fence property boundaries because of the ‘private ownership’ of these lands rather than those 
occupied by groups of 10 or more convicts where the Crown held title.  It is likely Evans’ c1805 
painting illustrates the town of Parramatta with considerable private occupation; it is no longer purely 
a town to accommodate convicts but one occupied by private citizens, many of whom had been 
convicts.  In addition, on Evans’ c1804 plan (Fig. 3-3) lines are used to represent the alignment of the 
original huts, the presence of fences within the original 205 ft (63 m) roadway acting as a verge or 
footpath and a narrower road alignment.  It is likely Macquarie was responding to this practice as 
established (or allowed) by King.  Further evidence supporting the new use of the front part of the 
properties is that it was noted in March 1791 that the rear yards of the convict huts were to be used 
for individual gardens and there was no mention of the front yards.151  In addition, by April 1793 it is 
suggested these front spaces are being used in relation to the huts rather than as part of the public 
road (Fig. 3-6).   
 
Governor Phillip had of course left the colony some four months earlier, in December 1792, and his 
instructions may no longer have been adhered to although it is doubtful there had been any major 
change since Phillip’s departure and what we see depicted in the April 1793 drawing (Fig. 3-6).  
Brambila’s 1793 drawing is Phillip’s Parramatta.  As a parallel with the Sydney Domain, note that 
                                                      
143 David Collins, An account of the English Colony in New South Wales (1798); Watkin Tench, Sydney’s First 
Four Years (1793). 
144 Kass et al. 1996:22-23.  
145 The earlier known version of the Brambila drawing.  
146 Casey 2002:ch 5, 62-65; extract in Section 5.2 of this report. 
147 Higginbotham and Johnston 1991.  
148 PHALMS 2000:61.  
149 DPWS 2003:23-24.  
150 Casey 2002.  
151 HRNSW 3:775.  
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during the first interregnum, the period between Phillip’s departure and Governor Hunter’s arrival in 
September 1795, many of Phillip’s instructions regarding the granting of leases were ignored.  This 
practice continued in subsequent administrations and was only halted with the arrival of Governors 
Bligh and Macquarie who both sought to reinstate Phillip’s boundaries for the Sydney Domain but 
not necessarily his design for the town of Sydney.152   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 3-4: Engraving of 
Parramatta, included in 
Collins 1796. This is an 
unreliable depiction of 
Parramatta and should only 
be used with caution and in 
relation to the other images 
presented in Section 2. Note 
the similarity with Figures 3-
5, 3-6. 
 
 

Figure 3-5: View of Parramatta government house and convict huts lining High (George) Street, c1789.  This 
image shows Phillip’s government house with various additions.  This appears to have influenced the 
above lithograph (Fig 3-7). Further research needs to be undertaken on this image to clarify its 
provenance and accuracy.  The date, c1789, which is on the Mitchell Library catalogue is clearly 
wrong as High Street and the huts were not built prior to July 1790 and the use of weatherboarding is 
not considered to be used until the later repair of the huts.  It is possible this view is later.  View of 
Governor's House, Rosehill, DG, SSV1B/3 PICMAN, ML.  

                                                      
152 Casey 2002: chs 7-12.  
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Figure 3-6: Brambila’s drawing of Parramatta with huts lining High (George) Street.  This is the original 
drawing given by the Spanish visitors to Lieutenant-Governor Grose who sent it to George III.  The 
four figures in the middle ground are probably Spanish naval officers. The original of this is in the 
British Library, Map Collection. A copy is lodged in ML SPF.  

 
 

Figure 3-7: Governor Hunter’s rebuilt house with Governor and Mrs King’s neatly laid out garden.  Compare 
Figure 3-8.  The study area is nearly 1 mile to the east of government house, at the other end of 
George Street.  George Evans, c1805, SSVIB/Parr/12, ML, SLNSW.  

 
At Sydney Cove Governor Macquarie generally accepted the layout of the township except in 
relation to Macquarie Place and the Sydney Domain and this appears to be the same in Parramatta 
where the town as it developed during King’s administration is the one he sought to further develop 
except for incorporating some extra ground from the western end of George Street, half of the first 
block which was incorporated into the Parramatta Domain by 1814.153  The removal of structures 
around Macquarie Place, the entrance into the Sydney Domain, is similar to the clearing of structures 
around the entrance into the Parramatta Domain.   

                                                      
153 Casey 2002; Rosen 2003:66.  
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Figure 3-8: View to east along High (George) with all of the lots within paling-fenced boundaries, convict huts 
set back from the road and plough marks indicating cultivation in the front and rear areas of most 
properties.  George Evans, watercolour, c1805, Caroline Simpson Collection, Historic Houses Trust.  

 
 

Figure 3-9: A view of Parramatta/Port Jackson, c1809, looking north across Parramatta River near where 
Smith Street meets the river.  The gaol on the right was located immediately opposite Church Street. 
Painter unknown. Compare with the 1804 plan, Fig. 3-6. PXD 388 vol.3 f.6, ML, SLNSW.  
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Figure 3-10: This painting gives some idea of how Parramatta expanded in the 10 years following the arrival of 
Governor and Mrs Macquarie.  West View of Parramatta, 1819, Joseph Lycett, ML 53, ML, SLNSW. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3-11: The new government house at Parramatta, built for Governor and Mrs Macquarie by John Watts, 
architect. Louis and Rose de Freycinet, French travellers, are shown meeting Governor Macquarie. 
They were in Sydney in 1819.  Pic/9265/1 LOC 2611*, NLA.  
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3.5 Archaeological Remains Phases 7 and 8 - Twentieth-Century Impacts  
 
3.5.1 Phases 7 and 8 - Twentieth-Century Impacts 
The archaeological remains at 109–113 George Street were severely impacted by the 1960s and 
1970s RTA buildings on the site (Photo 3-2).  The construction of a two-storey structure on a sandy 
site required the excavation of an extensive footing system, as well as large holes for petrol tanks 
excavated at the rear of the site (Section 7, Figs. 2-2; Photo 3-3).  In the southeast corner was a large 
contaminated rubbish dump, possibly placed within an old creekline (Photo 3-4, Section 7, Figs. 2-
2).  The construction of this building and other activities on this site had severely impacted on any 
potential archaeological remains.   

 
 
 
 
Photo 3-2: The 1960s RTA building 
demolished before the start of the 
archaeological program. On the left is 
113 George Street. On the right is 109 
George Street which had underground 
carparking and all the archaeology was 
removed from this area.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-3: Removal of petrol tanks at 
the southern end of the site, Dec 2004.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-4: Looking from the southern 
edge of the site over the large rubbish 
dump area following remediation and 
stabilisation works, Dec 2004. 
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3.6 Phase 6 - Twentieth-Century Housing   
Few remains were found that were associated with this occupation phase.  Section 2 identifies the 
demolition of the Hassall House and outbuildings in 1882.  This was followed by a phase of 
subdivision into allotments for residential housing.  None of the houses were built until after 1895 
(Fig. 2-15).  The 1961 aerial photo indicates there were three houses on George Street on six smaller 
allotments and five houses on Union Street.  The archaeological features associated with this phase 
were limited to post holes indicating the location of property boundaries and a few shallow pits with 
few artefacts. See Section 7 for further details of these features.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 3-12: A 1961 aerial 
photo of the study area showing 
a range of houses and 
allotments prior to the 
construction of the RTA 
building. Lands photo, 
Department of Lands and Rural 
Affairs, 1961.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
3.7 Phases 5 - Demolition of the Hassall House154  
This phase contained the main archaeological evidence which survived on the site.  The remains 
recovered were recorded in Areas A and B (Plans 1 to 6).  The following sections include extracts 
from reports in Sections 7 and 8.  
 
Hassall House was demolished in 1882 shortly before the subdivision and sale of the property:  
 

Yesterday we went to see the old house where I was born. It is a g[reat]...old place, large and roomy. 
We went up into the attic where the first printing press in the southern hemisphere was worked, & 
where the first sunday school in Pmatta was held, & we saw the store that was opened nearly a 
hundred years ago.  The place is being pulled down now, the room where I first saw the light is open 
to the day.  It was a large house, thirteen rooms, attic & cellar in the main building with I don't know 
how many outside, - a kitchen with a room behind & two above, a dairy, a large schoolroom with 
one or two others attached. There must have been twenty altogether.  You would have been 
interested had time allowed you to go over the old place.  There used...[moth eaten]...but only an 
almond...& - wild honey -& a few pears... 

 
The workmen were all talking together, telling wonderful things about the old place & anxious to 
hear something of a pit full of fine stone filled up in the yard.  One man said he heard there was 
enough to build a house, if they could only find it, but he thought it was exaggerated. (Hannah Mills 
1882, letter in possession of Rosemary Hooke).  

 
                                                      
154 This section draws heavily on the Section 7 of the report which presents the detailed results of the 
archaeological recording program which was supervised and recorded by Franz Reidel.  

8/9 
10/ 
11 12/ 

13 
14/ 
15

16/ 
17

   20  19  18 
 

George Street 

Union Street 



Results 

 

65

 
This letter appears to be describing the number of ‘rooms’ within the property rather than the 
number of buildings.  The identified likely structures were:  

 House with 13 rooms, attic and cellar 
 Outside were the:  

o kitchen with 1 room behind and 2 above 
o dairy 
o schoolroom 
o 1 or 2 other rooms 
o old store.  

This suggests a group of four or possibly five structures with 22 or 23 rooms.  
 
The demolition of the property was fairly extensive and appears to have removed most of the 
structures in the northern part of the house while those in the south were more intact.  No remains of 
the main house survived except for the lower courses of the cellar and its floor and one ‘robbed’ 
footing trench.  Of the other structures the most likely remains were of the dairy and possibly the 
school room.   
 
 

Photo 3-5: View to north of the remains of the probable dairy building with the stone footings of the cellar in 
the background. These were substantially disturbed by both the 1882 demolition of the Hassall House 
structures as well as the construction of the RTA buildings.  

 
 
The building materials from the lots containing the house and outbuildings were sold off separately 
to the land.  Charles Abel bought all building materials on lots west of Lot 9 for £5, suggesting there 
were few building materials worth salvaging on this site.  C. E. Fuller bought all building materials 
on Lots 9–11, 16–18 inclusive, paying £101, so this is clearly where most of the structures of value 
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were located, given the range of activities associated with the occupation of the property.  Michael 
Hagen purchased the building materials on Lots 12 & 13 for £17.  As Figure 2-14 shows, C. E. Fuller 
demolished the main house and surrounding outbuildings on lots 9–11, 16–18.  Fuller made money 
from recycling building materials around Parramatta.155  These materials were on the lots bought by 
Mrs Pringle and J. W. Withers, not the lots that Fuller bought for himself.  The eastern building on 
lots 12 and 13 was demolished by Michael Hagen while there was virtually nothing west of lot 9, 
other than the possible remains of the store, probably built by September 1803.  
 
The sale of the buildings suggests that the building materials were a relatively valuable commodity 
that could be resold easily in Parramatta.  In this case, where the building materials were perceived to 
have value the extensive removal of building materials was normal practice.  This results in the 
removal of considerable archaeological evidence.  The presence of such practices during the 1860s 
and now the 1880s has been seen on a few sites in Parramatta.  The Emu Brewery at the Parramatta 
Children’s Court Site, and the brewery/warehouse on the site across the road at the corner of George 
and Charles Streets was also removed.  In both those cases only the lower parts of the stone 
structures remained as most of the building materials had been removed.156   
 
In the case of the Hassall House cellar there was considerable quantities of rubble brick materials 
remaining in this area which were identified during testing.  The brick deposit (4802) was removed 
by machine and underneath this deposit was found the cellar remains.  For reasons of clarity further 
discussion of the demolition deposits is included with the details of specific structures (see below).   
 
 
3.8 Phases 3 and 4 – Construction and Occupation of the Hassall House157  
Only the main archaeological features will be discussed in this section.  These consist of a series of 
structures and groups of pits at the rear of the site.  This section draws on the detailed description of 
the archaeological remains, Section 7 and the specialist artefact reports, Section 8.   
 
3.8.1 Hassall House 
The main archaeological evidence for Hassall House was the lowest course of the cellar footings and 
some flagging and a robbed wall trench (Plans 1, 2, 3).  
 
Cellar 
The cellar of Hassall House was located about 12.5m from the George Street frontage and about 35m 
from Argus Lane.  After the removal of the demolition fill (4802) the remains of one course of cellar 
footings (5043) and part of a flagstone floor (5044) became evident (Plans 1, 2, 3; Photos 3.6).  The 
remaining evidence suggests an L-shaped floor plan.  The southern wall was 4.3m long and the 
eastern wall 5.2m.  The west wall survived for 3.1m and the north wall for 1.4m from the northeast 
corner.  The wall then turned 90 degrees into a north-south running wall which survived for a length 
of 1m.  The northwest corner did not survive.  The stone floor of the cellar was approximately 1.3m 
below the rest of the study area.  The footings (5043) were made of irregular flat soft grey local 
sandstone which might be described as mudstone, only about 350mm wide, with only one course 
remaining and in most places with only the inner face still intact.  The stones were bonded with 
mainly grey mud mortar with the exception of some buff shell mortar in the southwest corner 
(Section 7, Photos 2-4, 2-5).  Some of the paving (5044) of flat mudstone remained along the south 
wall.  The slabs were mainly rectangular or squarish with dimensions of about 450mm by 300mm or 
450mm by 450mm and a thickness of between 50mm and 150mm.  The bedding (5065) for the 
paving consisted of a mixture of about 50 percent grey mud mortar and 50 percent brown sand and 
was up to 100mm thick.  The cellar was built in Phase 3.1 – Construction.  The demolition fill (4802) 
belongs to Phase 5 – Demolition. 

                                                      
155 Sale Contract, in Land Titles Office, Real Property Application Packets,  RPA 5712, K 260194; Carol 
Liston pers. comm. 
156 Casey & Lowe 2006; Casey & Lowe, in prep.  
157 Section 3.8 draws heavily on Section 7 of the report which presents the detailed results of the archaeological 
recording program which was supervised and recorded by Franz Reidel.  
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Photo 3-6: Remains of 
cellar footings (5043) and 
paved floor (5044), looking 
southwest.  Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
When overlaying a plan of the RTA footings onto a plan showing the excavation results there was 
one trench located outside (to the north) of the RTA building footprint (Plans 1, 2, 3).  This trench 
(5088) fits with a tentative overlay constructed from the 1831 and 1882 (Figs. 3-17) plans using the 
cellar to locate Hassall House.  The fill (5087) of this trench, though shallow, contains no modern 
building materials, only some grey clay mortar, similar to that found in the cellar footings.  This 
suggests the trench could have been a section of the foundation trench for the front wall of Hassall 
House.  Other than the cellar and this wall trench no other traces of evidence for the location of 
Hassall House were found during the archaeological program.   
 
Location of Hassall House 
A possible location for the rest of the building is indicated on Plan 3.  This interpretation is based on 
the 1870s historic photograph, subdivision plan (Figs 2-12, 3-17) and the scarce archaeological 
evidence.  The measurement of the various lots, based on the dimension provided on Figure 3-17 
suggests that the house should fall within lots 10 and 11 (Plan 1).  The cellar was located within lot 
10 and therefore the remainder of the house should be to the east, extending into lot 11.  This fits 
pretty much with the indicated location on Plan 3.  
 
Building Fabric recovered from Demolition Fill158  
Within the demolition backfill of the cellar (4802) several bricks and pieces of mortar and plaster 
were found that provide information about the interior and exterior finishes of the house (Sec. 8.3, 
Table 7, Fig. 3).  There was a wide range of sandy shell mortars as well as a fragment of window 
putty.  Two of the whitewashed bricks had been reused when recut and mortared into a new wall.  
Two of the three reused bricks had been cut to shape.  The plastered walls were decorated in light 
pink or cream on light blue paint above a creamy-white undercoat.  The majority of bricks found in 
the demolition deposit were flat sandstocks which are made between 1788 and c1860.  
 
3.8.2 Outbuildings 
Remains of three possible outbuildings were identified from the archaeological remains and the 
historic plans.  Section 7 and Plans 1 to 4 detail the remains of:  

 an eastern structure  
 chimney/flue 
 a possible dairy 

                                                      
158 Details of this section are from Section 8.3.  
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Eastern Structure  
A building to the east of Hassall House was depicted on plans from 1831 and 1882 (Figs. 2-6, 2-11).  
Most of these remains were removed by Phase 5 and 7 activities.  There were a few traces of wall 
trenches (5078) as well as remains of the foundation for a fire place (4913) (Plans 2, 3).  The wall 
trenches contained fill (4912) of brown sand, sandstock brick fragments and specks of shell mortar.  
The trenches were up to 600mm wide and 250mm deep.  Plan 3 depicts an interpretation of the 
trenches as the eastern building.  This building was 7.7m wide (parallel to the George Street 
frontage), a depth of about 6m and an east-west running interior wall about 3.5m south of the north 
wall.  The fireplace foundation (4913) was made of roughly-shaped sandstone with brick and smaller 
sandstone infill.  It was up to 5 courses (550mm) high, 600mm deep and 1100mm wide and located 
in the eastern half of the south wall.  The remains were 5.5m west of Argus Lane and 7.5m south of 
George Street.  This building was probably constructed in Phase 3.2 – Hassall Occupation and was 
probably in use until it was demolished in Phase 5.   
 
 

Photo 3-7: Location of the eastern building with traces of wall trenches (arrowed) looking south with the main 
remediation area in the background. Scale 1m 

 
 
There is no substantial evidence, either structural or artefactual to suggest its use.  If we use the list of 
buildings identified in 1882 as well as from other documents the potential uses were:  

o kitchen with 1 room behind and 2 above 
o dairy 
o schoolroom with 1 or 2 other rooms 
o barn 
o store, ‘that was opened nearly a hundred years ago’, i.e. 1803 

 
It is also known that there was a ‘barn’ used for early services.  It is possible that the barn building 
was at some distance from the house and probably behind it as it was also a service building.  
Suggestions for the use of the various structures are indicated on Figure 3.14.    
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Figure 3-17: Overlay of 1831 (red) and 1882 
(blue) plans. The 1831 plan is considered likely 
to be more accurate as subdivision plans are 
not drawn by surveyors and are often 
indicative and purely for marketing purposes. 
The grey area was impacted by the access ramp 
to the underground carpark and contained no 
archaeological remains.  
 
 
 
 

Figure 3-13: Detail from 1822 plan showing only 
the Hassall House and the two house further to the 
west and outside the study area. Note that there is no 
eastern building shown at this time.  SR Map 4907 

Figure 3-14: Site in 1831 with the main house and 
five additional structures, one to the east, two to the 
south and two to the west. Possibly functions are 
identified and the location of the possible dairy 
indicated.  LTO, Crown Plan P.6.714 

Figure 3-15: 1836 map showing there were two 
buildings in the eastern part of the property.  SR Map 
4799. The eastern building maybe the school room.  

Figure 3-16: Hassall Estate Auction, 30 September 
1882. Sydney Subdivision Plans, ML, Parramatta 
ZSP:P6/99 

barn?

kitchen? 

school room? 

store?

dairy? 
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Chimney/Flue 
Remains of an unusual brick structure was sited 1.5m south of the southeast corner of the eastern 
building (Plans 2, 3; Photo 3-8).  The structure (4914) was built of flat orange sandstock bricks 
bonded with yellow/buff shell mortar with up to five courses remaining in the east wall.  It was U-
shaped with an internal southern opening and measured 1.46m by 1.46m in total.  The west and east 
walls were each 560mm thick and the north wall was 650mm thick.  The opening was 340mm by 
810mm.  There was also a wall (4915) made from local mudstone butting the southwest corner of the 
brick structure and extending 1.4m to the south.  The wall stepped up towards the west.  The lower 
section consisted of two courses (200mm) of stone with the bottom course made up of a single slab 
1370mm long, 200mm wide and up to 120mm high.  Both the structures mentioned were not just 
foundations but appeared to be below ground level structures.   
 
Some clues about the use of these structural elements (4914, 4915) were gathered from the fill 
removed from the area.  Demolition fills (4805, 4837) consisting of brown sand, sandstone and 
sandstock brick fragments, pieces of yellow shell mortar, charcoal, as well as lenses of topsoil with 
specks of charcoal was removed from the northern and southern sides and from inside the structure 
(4914), from an area of 4.3 by 2.2m which extended considerably south and north of the brick 
feature.  The final fill context (4838) removed from the cut north of the brick structure (4914) which 
was 1200mm by 1100mm with a depth of up to 70mm made up mainly of demolition material 
(sandstock brick rubble and shell mortar fragments) and sat directly on natural sand.  The final 
context (5014) removed from the centre of the brick structure (4914) was basically an ash deposit up 
to 100mm thickness which also occupied up to about 1m of the area to the south.  The last fill context 
(5096) from the area was made up of light brown sand including some specks of charcoal creating a 
slope at the south end of the cut (5094).  The surface of this deposit was recorded as context 5095.  
The cut for the original construction of the brick feature and the sandstone wall was context 5094.  
 
The chimney/flue could be interpreted as follows.  The brick structure could have been the bottom 
part of some kind of oven or chimney or heating system.  The presence of the ash deposit (5014) 
support this interpretation.  There was also some evidence of burning visible in the mortar between 
the brick courses.  This however does not quite seem extensive enough for a permanently used 
fireplace or firehole.  Some blackening was seen on top of the bricks in the north wall which could 
have been the base of the fire box.  The cut (5091) extends about 1.5m north of the structure and 
appears to have been dug when the structure was demolished, may be to salvage building materials.  
It cut wall trench (4912) and (5078) of the main eastern building and exposed the east side of the 
fireplace (4913).  The area to the south of the brick structure (4914) and east of the stone wall (4915) 
appeared to be different and the area was not re-cut.  There was a gentle slope (5095) towards the 
centre opening in the brick structure which appears deliberate and ash may have been dragged out of 
the fireplace that way.  It presumably had a brick surface which was removed during demolition.  No 
real explanation can be offered for the stone wall (4915).  It possibly had a corresponding wall on the 
eastern side of the cut (5094) which might have supported a timber floor but there was no evidence 
supporting this theory.  The brick and stone structure was most likely built in Phase 3.2 – Hassall 
Occupation and was in use up to demolition in Phase 5.  
 
The rubble or demolition deposit (4805) contained large bricks, of which one was sandstock and the 
other made using the extruded process, developed c1860.  The area between the chimney/flue and the 
eastern building was also cut and backfilled with rubble, possibly during final demolition (4924).  
There were small areas of burnt mortar between the brick courses and on top of the bricks in the 
north wall.  These may have been due to incineration of debris during demolition when the pit 5091 
was dug to the north of the structure, possibly to salvage building materials.  In the process the south 
wall trench of the eastern building (4912) was partly cut. 
 
The form of the structure and the contemporary ash deposits point to it having been used as a 
chimney/flue, stoked from the hollow to the south.  When in operation, the charred debris from the 
chimney/flue may have been dumped with other items into the nearby pits 4824 and 4817 as part of 
the household’s and school’s hygiene regimen.  The subsequent compost could then have been 
emptied onto the garden and cropland.  The digging-in of cleared and ashed native vegetation, and 
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the composting of this ash and rubbish in pits, were common British farming practices adopted from 
the beginning of the settlement at Parramatta in order to enrich the nutrient-poor soil.159   
 
Four bricks were large and exhibited better technology in their manufacture, dating them to c1860-
1890.  Of these, three were sandstocks, of which two came from the chimney (4914) and one from a 
nearby fireplace of the eastern building (4913).  A wire-cut brick came from the demolition fill inside 
the chimney (4805).  As this structure contained a range of bricks (and two different mortars), it may 
have been built and repaired several times. 
 
Dating of this structure appears to be reasonably early, and the mortar and bricks suggest that it is 
contemporary with the early Hassall occupation of the site.  The few later bricks in the structure and 
the demolition fill (4805) may have been associated with a repair or rebuilding or from another 
structure demolished in 1882.  The function of this structure is uncertain.  It most likely the fire hole 
part of a flue. The reason for its location in this area is uncertain and may have related to the 
operation of the adjoining eastern building and may have served to heat this room.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-8: Remains of 
chimney/flue with brick 
fireplace of eastern 
building (4913). Scale 
1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
159 Tench 1996:154; and his interview with James Ruse at Parramatta in 1788:158. 
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Interpretation of Eastern Building and Chimney/Flue  
The eastern building is probably either the school room, with one or two other rooms, or possibly the 
store operated by Rowland Hassall (Fig. 3.15).  The eastern building’s location to the east of the 
house means it is separated from the house but it was also on the street frontage and therefore easily 
accessible to customers and school children.  The western fenceline may also mean there was a track 
which the children using the school room would have accessed.  There is little likelihood that service 
buildings would have been placed on the street frontage.  While there is evidence for one main 
structure there is also some evidence to suggest there was another room, where the flue/chimney is 
located.  The two eastern buildings may also have been the school room or store.   
 
The use of the site for schooling does not only relate to the Sunday School run by Thomas Hassall 
but to at least two later schools organised on the property.  These are the Mills’ Aldine House 
Commercial and Clerical School probably there by c1840 and still there in 1846 and later on the 
Griffiths family’s girls school from 1859-1865.  In 1865 the Griffith’s school moved across the road 
to Harrisford.  A later Mills’ school was also called Mr Mills’ Classical and Commercial Academy.  
It later moved to the corner of Marsden and Phillip Streets where it was called Mills’ Briar Cottage 
Academy.160  
 
 

Area Context Type of Context 
General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape MIC 

A 4801 
Machine excavation and 
clean up. cleric writing ink bottle 2 

A 4801 “   “ cleric writing ink bottle 1 
A 4801 “   “ cleric writing slate pencil 1 
A 4806 Fill of modern pit cleric writing ink bottle 1 

A 5014 
burnt deposit in 
chimney/flue cleric writing slate pencil 1 

B 4843 

fill of western pit 4845, cut 
into timber-lined pit 
4846/4847 cleric writing ink bottle 2 

B 4843 “   “ cleric writing slate 1 
B 4843 “   “ cleric writing slate pencil 1 

B 4844 
fill of timber-lined pit 
4846/4847 cleric writing ink bottle 1 

B 4844 
fill of timber-lined pit 
4846/4847 cleric writing slate 1 

B 5000 fill of cut 5001, western pit cleric writing slate 3 
B 5000 “   “ cleric writing slate pencil 2 
B 5017 fill of western pit 5018 cleric writing slate 2 
B 5017 “   “ cleric writing slate pencil 3 
B 5032 demolition of the dairy? cleric writing slate pencil 1 
B 5039 demolition in dairy drain cleric writing slate 1 
B 5055 Fill of modern pit cleric writing ink bottle 1 
B 5062 fill of central pit cleric writing slate 1 
B 5067 machine cleaning cleric writing slate pencil 1 
B 5067 “   “ cleric writing ink bottle 3 
B 5067 “   “ cleric writing ink bottle 1 

B 5074 
Fill of pit 5073, cuts pit 
5076, fill 5077 cleric writing ink bottle 1 

B 5074 “   “ cleric writing slate 1 
B 5074 “   “ cleric writing slate pencil 1 
      34 

Table 3-1: Distribution of writing slates and slate pencils at the site.   
 
 
The distribution table of writing slates and pencils suggests that the rubbish pits were likely to have 
included rubbish from the school.  Most of these items were found in the rubbish pits at the back of 
the site rather than in association with the eastern building.  One piece of slate pencil was found in 

                                                      
160 S. and K. Brown 1995:24, 111; Kass et al. 1996:166; Hubbard 1997:24.  
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association with the ash deposit (5014) in the chimney/flue structure adjacent to the eastern building.  
Two pieces of pencil do not confirm the use of the eastern structure as the school room.  The 
distribution of glass and ceramic ink bottles does not change the distribution pattern substantially, 
although there were more of these in Area A than slate writing items.  There is no evidence from the 
western structures as these two buildings are outside the study area (Fig. 3-18).   
 
There was a timber-lined pit 4824/4825 adjacent to the chimney/flue which contained only 28 
artefacts which provide little evidence of specific activity in this area that relates to any school room 
function nor one particularly associated with the operation of a store.  The various specialists date 
this after 1810 and possibly with an end date of 1865 and 1890.  In the case of ceramics the latest 
FROM date or TPQ (terminus post quem) was 1830 with the TO or end (TAQ, terminus ante quem) 
dates being 1870.  Therefore the backfill of this pit was possibly associated with the operation of the 
eastern structure, c1870.  The fill (4825) of the timber-lined pit (4824) was probably placed within the 
pit at the same time the well (4836) was backfilled because of the occurrence of several identical artefacts 
in their backfills (Section 8.3, Sect. 3.4 and 3.7).  
 
 

General 
Function Specific Function Shape MIC 4803 

architecture structural nail 2 
 window flat 1 

beverage beer/wine bottle 2 
food serve dish 0 

  jug 1 
  platter 1 
  tureen 1 
 tableware plate 2 
 tea cup 2 
  saucer 1 

personal hygiene wash basin 1 
recreation smoking pipe 6 
transport horse bit 1 

unidentified container bottle 1 
 unidentified handle 1 
  strap 1 
  unidentified 4 

   28 
Table 3-2: Range of artefacts recovered from the timber-lined pit (4824/4825) near the eastern structure and 

the chimney/flue.  
 
 
The pit fill 4803 contained just 16 ceramics, with the decorative types represented suggestive of an 
early nineteenth-century deposition, including creamware, pearlware, lead glazed, blue transfer-
printed pearlware, edgeware and blue handpainted Chinese porcelain.  The blue handpainted Chinese 
porcelain “Canton” pattern serving dish joined with sherds in the well, also supports this, with the 
overall well assemblage also indicative of the early nineteenth-century.  No transfer-printed wares in 
colours other than blue were recovered in the pit fill, again suggesting an early, pre-1830s date.  Just 
over half the ceramics within the pit fill were food related - teaware (two cups and a saucer), 
tableware (two plates), and serving (a dish, platter, tureen and jug).  The remaining seven items were 
a washbasin (hygiene), an unidentified bottle (container), and five unidentified body and base sherds.  
The identified shapes were all indicative of private household use.  Therefore it is unlikely that the 
final backfill of this pit was associated specifically with the operation of the eastern building.   
 
Another nearby rectangular pit 4817 and fill 4804 contained 22 ceramics.  Although this pit 
contained many of the same decorative types as found in fill 4803, it also featured a greater number 
of identified patterns and two basemarks.  Although blue was still the dominant colour, a purple 
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transfer-printed item was found.  Of the eight identified patterns found, two were Chinese porcelain 
(“Nanking” and “Canton”), five were blue transfer-printed (“Willow”, “Village Church”, “Tower”, 
“Two Temples II” and “Italian”), and one was in purple-transfer print (“Gothic”).  Two of the 
transfer-printed patterns had basemarks, dating between c1833 to 1847 and c1830 to 1838.  The 
ceramics in this pit fill appear to be slightly later than those in pit fill 4803, dating post-1830.  The 
likely FROM date based on the miscellaneous and metals report is c1828. The dates from the glass 
report are very general, 1800-1880. It appears the fill of this feature may date later than the adjacent 
timber-lined pit (4824/4825).  The timber-lined pit is presumably designed to be reused over a period 
of time.  Our assumption about these pits is that they are compost pits although the fills placed within 
them were not compost fills with organic matter but were fills placed in there when they were no 
longer being used for compost purposes.  See Section 8.3.5 below for detailed discussion of the pits 
in Area B.   
 
 
3.8.3 Central Structure – Possibly Dairy 
This structure was located approximately 9.5m south of the cellar and 1.8m south of the well (5081). 
It would have been rectangular with a central partition and a box drain running east-west along the 
length of the structure (Plan 4; Photos 3–9, 3–10).  The western end of the structure was removed by 
the excavation for a large twentieth-century sewer pit and a sewer line cut through the northern side.  
The surviving structure was approximately 6m by 3.6m.  The southern wall was made of flat 
sandstock bricks and buff shell mortar.  Many of the sandstock bricks from the walls were removed, 
presumably during the demolition of the structure.  Evidence for the materials used in this structure 
came from the surviving elements and from the demolition deposit (5032).  Among these were square 
floor tiles or pavers (Photo 3–11).  
 
The central drain ran east-west about 2m north of the south wall with a fall towards the west.  A 
stretch of about 1.7m consisting of a base 230mm wide made of bricks laid across the direction of the 
drain and up to two courses of the side walls survived in the west half of the building.  The drain 
appears to have stopped in the centre and did not continue eastwards.  The fill (5039) over the drain 
was made up of brick rubble and sand.  
 
The building was most likely rectangular with two internal rooms or at least an internal division.  The 
drain most likely started in the centre taking liquid waste away from the interior of the building.  The 
pieces of flat mudstone found in the demolition fill are indicators of a stone-paved floor which, 
together with the drain, could suggest that this building was used for domestic animals.   
 
The bricks used in the structure were hand-moulded flat sandstocks, the same as used in the well and 
found in the cellar demolition deposit.  The walls were bonded with light brown and yellow-brown 
sandy shell mortar.  These types of mortar were also used to repair the cellar, and construct parts of 
the house, the chimney and the southeastern boundary wall.  Other fragments of the same mortar 
were found within a backfilled pit (4847) to the southwest of the dairy.  Small blocks of dressed 
stone from above the collapsed sandstock brick drain and bearer were the same type as used to 
construct the cellar walls and floor, with the latter also having identical mortar to the repaired part of 
the southwest corner of the cellar.  The mortar on the other stone sampled from the dairy was used as 
floor tile bedding, and seen in samples from the cellar demolition fill (4802).   
 
The surface of the sandstock floor tiles and one of the bricks showed evidence of wear, presumably 
foot or hoof traffic (Photo 3–11).  Three tiles and one brick also had small water/liquid-worn 
channels across all or part of the same surface.  The style and clays used in these pavers (both bricks 
and tiles) were similar, characterised by poorly mixed and blocky red clays with common small blobs 
and streaks of white clay, and only occasional small ironstones.   
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Photo 3-9: (left) Central structure with well and cellar in background, looking north. Scale 1m 
 
 

Photo 3-10: (below) Central building with drain (5038) in centre and surviving wall footing (5037) to the right, 
looking east.  The black line outlines the surviving footprint of this structure.  The strip of yellow clay 
material on the left is the fill of a modern sewer trench.  Scale 1m 

sewer 
trench 

drain 
5038 
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Photo 3-11: Paving bricks and tiles from above the dairy drain (5039) and cellar fill (4802).  Front row l-r: 
Dairy tiles: with little wear and some grout (#27087), clay composition in section (#27,086), with 
foot/hoof and water wear (#27,084).  Back row l-r: Dairy paving brick showing foot/hoof and water 
wear on the right side (#27,082). Cellar paving brick showing foot/hoof wear (#27,061).  Artefact 
Photo 061, Scale 10cm 

 
 
 
Reasons for Interpretation of the Central Structure as the Dairy 
As outlined above a range of outbuildings were recorded as being on the site in 1882, among these 
were the kitchen and dairy.  A small outbuilding is visible in the 1870s photograph of the house (Fig. 
2-12).  The structure in the photograph is behind the house and extends a couple of metres or so to 
the east and has a chimney at the eastern end.  This places one structure near the eastern edge of the 
house which accords with a building shown on Figure 3-15.  The presence of the chimney suggests it 
is most likely to be the kitchen.  The remains of the small rectangular structure described above were 
located near the western side of the house (Plan 1).  Therefore this is not the same structure in the 
photo.  Only one of the historic plans indicates a structure near this location, the 1882 subdivision 
plan (Figs 3-17, 3-18), but this type of plan is not necessarily accurate.  No remains of the possible 
kitchen structure in the 1882 photo were found in the area identified to the east of the house (Plan 1).  
The central structure has no chimney and it had a drain to take away internal liquid waste, a paved 
floor and internal partitions.  It is therefore the most likely structure to have been the dairy.  It is quite 
a small structure and if it was the dairy would only have taken one or two cows at a time.  It is 
possible the term ‘dairy’ referred not to milking bails but to the place where milk was processed into 
butter, cream and cheese.  While a drain could be found in both a kitchen and dairy it is more 
common in the latter as it would need to be washed out regularly.   
 
A number of ceramic items were found at the site associated with processing of milk, fragments of 14 
pans, often used for making cream (Table 3-3).161  These pan fragments were found in pits.  Their 
location into these pits relates to their disposal after being broken rather than to their use within the 
dairy structure.  None of the artefacts found in association with the demolition of the possible dairy 
                                                      
161 Casey 1999.  
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were associated with dairying activities (Sections 8.1, 8.3).  It is likely that dairying activities on the 
site discontinued following the early period of occupation, possibly once the property was leased 
after the death of Mrs Hassall in 1834.  Artefacts found in association with the dairy demolition 
deposits were possibly there as a result of this outbuilding being used as a general storage space once 
it was no longer used as a dairy, possibly after the Hassalls leased the property.   
 
 

Photo 3-12: Left to right: pan-1 (4818/#36453), basin/bowl (4826/#35657, 4910/#35666), pan-1 
(4818/#36451).  Artefact photo 092, Scale 10cm 

 
 
 

Area Context Type of Context MIC Pan-1 Total 
A 4805 Fill - demolition fill of chimney/flue 1  

A 4823 
Deposit, upcast and spread material from modern foundation 
trenches 1  

A 4894 Fill of pit 4893 1  
A 4927 Fill of pit 4926 1  
A 5033 Fill, series of depressions adjacent to 4914.  1  
A 5045 Fill within 4912, wall trench 1 6 
B 4801 Machine excavation and clean up. 1  
B 4815 Fill of pit 4816 1  
B 4818 Fill of pit 4820 3  
B 4843 fill of western pit 4845, cut into timber-lined pit 4846/4847 1  
B 5000 fill of pit 5001, western pit 1  
B 5074 Fill of pit 5073, cuts pit 5076, fill 5077 1 8 
   14 14 

Table 3-3: Possible dairy pans found in areas A and B.  
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3.8.4 Other Remains  
 
Well 
A well was located between the cellar and the probable dairy structure, approximately 6m to the 
south of the cellar (Plans 1, 2, 3, 4).  Built of sandstock bricks it had an interior diameter of 1.2m 
narrowing to 1m towards the base (Photos 3-9).  The structure (5081=4836) was made of small flat 
sandstock bricks (200mm x 100mm x 60mm) laid in stretcher bond, one brick wide with every other 
course in header bond to tie the wall to the surrounding fill.  The bottom of the structure consisted of 
bricks laid in a circle in header fashion with a mudstone slab in the centre (Photo 3-13).  The bottom 
100mm to 200mm of the structure was set in natural grey clay (Photo 3-14).  The well was 3.5m 
deep and was probably constructed in Phase 3.1, c1804.  The backfill (5080=4835) of the well 
consisted of light coloured, grey buff and brown sand, slightly darker and greyer towards bottom.  
Most of the backfill of the well was sterile and probably dates to Phase 5 – Demolition. A small 
selection of artefacts was found at the base, 25 items.  The ceramics in this deposit dated prior to 
c1830.  The upper part of the well fill was hand excavated and the lower levels were excavated by 
machine, with the surrounding area being benched for safety reasons.  The bricks were collected and 
stacked on pallets for storage and potential reuse as part of interpretation within the foyer of a new 
building.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-13: Top of partly 
excavated well (5081) showing 
the stretchers and occasional 
header bricks. The cut for the well 
was quite was considerably larger 
than the well. Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-14: Section through base 
of the well (5081) and the lower 
natural soil profile, looking 
southwest. Scale 1m 
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3.8.5 Pits 
There were five main groups of pits in the southern part of the site, Area B.  The western pits had 
four groups and a central group (Plans 1, 4, 5, 6).  The pits in Group 2 of the western group were 
unusual because of the extent to which they were recut.  Commonly pits are cut into ‘fresh’ ground 
but Group 2 contained three pits that were re-excavated a number of times.  This was also the pattern 
in Group 3.  Two of the central group of pits had brick-lined bases (Plan 4).  This is the first time we 
have come across such features and therefore the function of these pits and their brick bases is 
obscure.  The ‘typical’ rubbish pit is one excavated for the disposal of rubbish and may be used over 
some weeks or months and probably with a range of artefacts: ceramics, glass, bone, etc.  In some 
cases pits have very few artefacts but contain organic deposits and were probably ‘compost’ pits, 
used for the disposal of organic food waste.  The backfill of these recut pits, often with different fill 
layers, indicates the pits had function in themselves rather than being only the repository for rubbish.  
This may indicate the backfill of some of these pits relates to the end use of the pits rather than the 
reasons for the original cutting of the pit.   
 
 
Western Pits – Group 1: 4816/4815 and 4820/4818/4819 
Against the western limit of the study area are two inter-cut features (Section 7, Photos 2-24, 2-25) 
were: rectilinear pit feature 4816 which cut an earlier pit 4820 (Plans 4, 5, 6).  Pit 4816 contained fill 
4815.  This pit was considered to be a possible garden bed.  The earlier pit (4820) contained two fills, 
4818 and 4819. There were thin sandy laminated layers at the base of the pit suggesting that the pit 
was left open for a period of time prior to being backfilled.   
 
Twenty-one of the datable artefacts in context 4815 were made between 1770 and 1830 and a few 
had ceased being manufactured by 1830 (7).  None had a known date of manufacture later than 1830.  
Therefore it is likely that this pit was backfilled c1830.   
 
Soil and pollen samples were taken from fill 4818 (sample nos 2 and 3) and fill 4819 (samples 1, 2, 
3, 4).  Sample no. 3 was analysed for pollen and the results are discussed in Section 8.4.  The sample 
yielded an exceptionally diverse microflora in which ‘pollen dominance’ is shared by some ten 
angiosperms and ferns.  Commonly occurring taxa include crucifers (29%), eucalypts (13%), cereals 
(4%), swamp selaginella (8%) and 'Dictyophyllidites' (4%).  Less common to rare taxa include alder, 
pine, Anacardiaceae (pepper-tree?), citrus (1%), rose (Rosa), and sandalwood (Santalum).  
Sandalwood pollen has been previously found only in cesspit samples on a site once occupied by 
Chinese people in lower Broadway, Sydney.162  Although Isopogon is cited as growing on shallow 
sandy soils (Fairley & Moore 1995), its pollen has not been previously recorded at any historical 
archaeological site in Parramatta.  It is likely that some of the pollen from the above flowering plants 
were growing in the garden.  It is possible the sandalwood represents the known contact with 
missionaries who visited the Pacific and brought back such exotic items to the Hassall family.   
 
The dating of this context (c1830) would place the evidence of the garden plants as being in Mrs 
Hassall’s garden as it is 10 years since her husband died.  The 1828 census recorded that Martha 
Ranpsy (sic), who was 60 years old and arrived in NSW in 1819 as a convict with a seven year 
sentence, was Elizabeth Hassall’s gardener.  She also had a convict servant, Gamaliel Thompson, 
who probably helped out with heavy work.163   
 
The two contexts (4818, 4819) in pit 4820 contained only a few artefacts: 26 general, 26 fragments of 
animal bone and one piece of shell (Tables 4-3, 4-4, 4-4).  The dates for the manufacture of these artefacts 
were between 1760 and 1810.  Six items ceased being made by 1830.  It is likely that the excavation of 
the pit 4816 mixed the artefacts to some extent between the two different features (Section 7, Photo 2-24, 
2-25).  Among the artefacts were six hand-forge nails and a clay smoking pipe by Sydney manufacturer 
William Cluer, who along with his wife, operated a business in Sydney between c1804-1821. 
 

                                                      
162 Macphail report, Section 8.4.  
163 1828 Census.  
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AREA FEATURE CONTEXT 
TPQ 

M M & 
BM 

TAQ 
M M & 

BM 

TPQ 
Glass 

TAQ 
Glass 

A CELLAR     
 demolition 4802 1800 1880 1760 1920 
 wall 5043  1880   
 paving 5044     
 bedding 5065 1788 1860 1820 1920 
 TIMBER STRUCTURE     
 wall 5087     
 postholes      
 4859 4856     
 4863 4860     
 4870 4867     
 4874 4871     
 4959 4956     
 LATE PIT     
 5072 5071 1820 1890  1870 
 WELL     
 fill 5080/4835 1810 1840 1820 1880 
 lining 5081/4836 - 1860   
 E BUILDING     
 trench fill 4912 1837 1890 1850 1920 
 fireplace 4913 1860 1890   
  4999     
 E BOUNDARY WALL     
 trench fill 5045 1788 1890   
 FURNACE/FLUE     
 demolition 4805 1860 1914 1760 1920 
 fill 4837 1788 1890 1850 1920 
 fill 4838     
 structure 4914 1800 1860   
 wall 4915     
 wall 4923 1800 1860   
 fill 4924     
 ash 5014 1788 1940 1850 1920 
 shallow feature 5033 1788 1890  1865 
 E PITS & POSTHOLES     
 4824 4803 1810 1890 1760 1865 
 4817 4804 1828 1890 1800 1880 
 4821 4822 1860 1890 1820 1920 
 4928 4929     
 4930 4933 1788 1860   
 4938 4941 1840 1880   
 4998 4999     
       
 LATE FENCELINE POSTHOLE     
 4993 4990 1788 1860   
 RTA TRENCH     
 4866 4865 1800 1860   
 UNSTRATIFIED     
  4801 1950 1950   
  5067  1940 1835 1944 
 OTHER FEATURES     
 4893 4894    1850 
  4806   1820 1920 
  4927   1820 1880 
       

Table 3-4: List of terminus post quems and terminus ante quems for glass, metal, miscellaneous and building 
materials for the main contexts for Area A.  This relates to beginning dates of manufacture and the 
dates they ceased to be manufactured.   
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AREA FEATURE CONTEXT 
TPQ 

M M & 
BM 

TAQ 
M M & 

BM 

TPQ 
Glass 

TAQ 
Glass 

B DAIRY     
 demolition 5032 1880 1940 1820 1920 
 wall trench fill 5036 1890 1940 1875 1930 
 wall 5037 1788 1860   
 drain 5038 1788 1860   

 drain demoltion 
fill 5039 1880 1940   

 wall trench fill 5049 1788 1860   
 SE WALL     
 footing 5052 1800 1860   
 PITS     
 4816 4815 1788 1890  1920 
 4820 4818 1810 1890  1860 
  4819     
 5001 5000 1850 1955 1810 1920 
 5018 5017 1869 1940 1810 1920 
 5041 5040 1788 1860   
 4828 4827 1788 1880 1810 1870 
 4830 4829     
 4832 4831     
 4845 4843 1865 1968   
 4847 4844 1860 1940 1800 1920 
 4955 4954   1820 1920 
 5016 5015 1804 1821   
 5073 5074 1870 1950 1790 1920 
 5076 5077   1820 1920 
 5054 5053     
 5058 5056  1860   
  5057  1860   
 5061 5059 1850 1914 1820 1920 
  5060  1860   

 5063 5062 1840 1940  1920 
 5068 5069  1860  1880 
  5070 1860  1810 1920 
 SE OVAL PIT     
 4806 4806 1900    

Table 3-5: List of terminus post quems and terminus ante quems for glass, metal, miscellaneous and building 
materials for the main contexts for Area B.   

 
 
Western Pits – Group 2: Pits 5001 (5000), 5018 (5017) and 5041 (5040) 
This is a group of three pits (Plans 4, 5, 6).  The latest one is 5001 (fill 5017) which cuts two earlier 
features, 5041 (5040) and 5018 (5017).  For detailed analysis of the artefacts from these contexts see 
the reports in Section 8.  
 
Pit 5001 and fill 5000 
Pit 5001 was rectilinear in plan with slightly undercut vertical sides and a stepped base (Photo 3-15).  
It measured 2.05m x 1.5m, with a depth of 700mm at the top of the step and 1000mm at its deepest 
point.  Fill 5000 contained 154 items (423 sherds) or 8.5 percent of artefacts recovered from the site.  
It also contained 51 fragments of animal bone, 9 percent of bone from the site, and 4 shells.  Eight 
items in fill 5000 are dated from 1850 and one from 1870.  The backfill of this spit probably dates to 
c. 1870, after the Hassalls leased out the property.    
 
Soil and pollen samples were taken from fill 5000 (sample numbers 39 and 40).  Sample 39 was 
analysed for pollen and the results are discussed in detail in Section 8.4.  Among the pollen remains 
were two very large but unusually thin-walled grains of an ‘early’ cereal species (Section 8.4, 
Appendix 1).  This is the first pollen evidence of the agricultural activities that were known to 



Results 

 

86

predated the layout of the Parramatta township.  The only other potential exotics species recorded are 
dandelions, crucifers, starwort and a grain of a possible citrus species.  There is no evidence that the 
sample has been contaminated by younger material.  It is considered likely that the cereal grains are 
associated with broad acre cropping on the site which dates prior to c1804.  
 

Photo 3-15: Pits in Group 2 and Group 3 after excavation, looking southeast.  Scale 1m 
 
 
Pit 5018 and fill 5017 
Cut 5018 was sub-rectangular in plan with irregular sides sloping gently inwards, and then bulged in 
before straightening towards the base (Photo 3-15).  The base of the pit was flat.  This feature 
measured 1.75m x 1.10m and had a depth of 1.5m.  It was not fully excavated due to its depth.  This 
deep pit was filled with 5017, which consisted of four distinct fills.  The most recent fill consisted of 
mottled redeposited buff sands with a depth of c800mm at its deepest point.  The next fill was a grey 
brown sandy fill with slight clay content and a depth of c500mm.  It contained charcoal flecks, 
sandstock-brick fragments and assorted artefacts.  Beneath the brown sand was another layer of 
mottled buff sands with a depth of c200mm, below which was c200mm of very fine damp sand.  The 
depth and small rectangular shape of this feature suggests it may have been a cesspit.  This brown 
sand layer appears to have been emptied out at some point, before the feature was refilled with the 
buff sands.  
 
The fill of the pit 5017 contained sherds from 90 items or 5 percent of artefacts from the site (Table 
4-3) and 17 fragments of bone and two shells.  The dating of the artefacts indicates that many of the 
items were made between 1760 and 1880, with a consistent number of artefacts throughout the 
1830s, 1840s and 1850s.  The dating of the backfill of this pit is surprising because of the possibility 
that it was a cesspit.  This type of cesspit––an earthen excavated long drop––are not typical and are 
only thought to occur on early sites, such as across the road at George and Charles Streets in Lot 14.  
They are presumed to be an early feature.  While it appears the final backfilling was between 1860 

GROUP 2 

GROUP 3 

5001/ 
5000

5041/ 
5040 

5018/ 
5017

5074/ 
5073

4847/ 
4846/ 
4844 
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and 1880, the layering of different deposits may indicate that the base layers were not disturbed by 
later re-excavation.   
 
Soil and pollen samples 29 and 30 were taken from this layer.  Sample 29 was analysed for pollen 
and the results are discussed in Section 8.4.  The sample yielded trace numbers of ±modern exotics, 
including pine and plantain (Plantago lanceolata-type) in a matrix of finely disseminated charcoal 
particles.  The pollen sample contained no evidence for cess in this pit.  But if the interpretation of 
the fill is that they post-date the use of the possibly cesspit then the pollen evidence does not 
contradict this interpretation.  
 
 
Pit? 5041 and fill 5040 
Feature 5041 was an irregular-shaped cut between 350mm and 500mm deep and up to 2.1 m long 
with a width between 600mm and 1m, filled with 5040, a very fine brown sand with patches of 
compact red and grey sand mottled with buff sand and inclusions of charcoal and sandstock-brick 
fragments (Photo 3-15).  This feature could represent the cut for several postholes, as its base 
appeared to consist of three separate rounded depressions.  The fill (5040) contained very few 
artefacts: five items, two fragments of animal bone and no shell (Tables 4-3, 4-4, 4-5).  The 
manufacture dates for the five items are between 1780 and 1790.  It is quite likely this was not a 
rubbish pit.   
 
 
Western Pits –- Group 3, Recut pits 4828/4827, 4830/4829, 4832/4831 and 4845/4843, 

4847/4846/4864/4844, 4955/4954, 5016/5015, 
These consisted of two separate pits which were probably the result of the re-excavation and re-
cutting of the lowest pit features (Plans 4, 5, 6).  Table 3-6 presents a matrix of the stratigraphic 
relationships between the various pits in Group 3.   
 
The more northerly of these pits consist of three cuts: 4828, 4830 and 4832 (Table 3-6).   
 
Pit 4828, fill 4827 
The most recent of these cuts (4828) was a rectangular pit with vertical sides and a flat, slightly 
undulating base.  Its dimensions were 1.8m by 1.4m with a depth of between 400mm and 500mm.  
Pit (4828) was filled with fill 4827, which consisted of assorted demolition-like fills, buff brown 
sandy shell mortar and sandstock bricks, separated by layers of grey sandy silt.  There were 35 
artefacts and no bone and shell in fill 4827. The latest manufacturing dates were 1850 (1) and 1860 
(3) and one item was made between 1838 and 1861––fragments of a “Palestine” patterned platter.  
This ceramic pattern was the second most common found on the site and is an unusual pattern, only 
occasionally found on other urban sites.  To date Casey & Lowe have found “Palestine” patterns on 
11 sites (Table 3-7).   
 

south Group 3 north 
fill 4843   
cut 4845   

    
fill 4844   
fill 4864   

timber lining 4846 fill 4827 
cut/pit 4847 pit 4828 

    
fill 4954  4829 
pit 4955 pit 4830 

    
fill 5015  4831 
pit 5016 pit 4832 

    
Table 3-6: Matrix for Group 3 pits.  
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Site Name 

MIC 
Palestine 
Pattern 

 
 

Totals 

 
 

% 
Conservatorium of Music 1   

General Post Office, Sydney 1   
Silknit House, Surry Hills 9   
Sydney Grammar School 1   

50-72 Union Street Pyrmont 1   
19-41 Reservoir St 1   

King George V, The Rocks 8 22 18 
George & Charles, Parramatta 63   
Parramatta Children's Court 1   

109 George Street, Parramatta 31   
St Patrick's Cathedral 2 97 82 

 119 119 100 
Table 3-7: List of sites with “Palestine” patterned ceramics.  
 
 
The other site with the most “Palestine” patterned plates is across the road, William Byrnes’ house on 
the corner of George and Charles Streets, Parramatta.  This pattern with its limited timeframe of 
1838-1861 reflects the mid-century purchase and disposal of this pottery.  As this pattern was not 
made until 1838 it was not associated with the Hassall family but one of the next residents, perhaps 
the Mills or the Griffiths.  See Sections 8.1 for more information of ceramic patterns from the site.  
The dominance of this pattern at sites in Parramatta is interesting but there is insufficient data to 
interpret more into this, at this stage.  Two sites in Sydney with this pattern, Silknit House and the 
King George V well, had mid-century deposits and its presence at the two Parramatta sites may be 
more of a chronological issue but could be one involving taste as well.  This will be analysed further 
in the excavation report for George and Charles Streets.168  
 
Two interesting finds from this context were two frying plans (Section 8.3, Fig. 8).  It is unusual to 
find near complete frying pans, occasionally the handle is found but not complete pans.  These were 
quite large and would have hung over an open fire on a hook.   
 
 
Pit 4830, fill 4829 and Pit 4832, fill 4831 
These two rectangular features or pits  measuring 2.35m by 1.65m to 1.85m with a depth of between 
350mm and 500mm were cut by pit 4828 (Table 3-6).  They appear to consist of the emptying out or 
re-cutting of the same rectangular feature and were filled with 4829 and 4831, two similar sandy silt 
fills with occasional sandstock bricks and charcoal flecks.  These fills were difficult to distinguish 
from each other during excavating.  Few artefacts were found in these fills, although some lead-
glazed ceramic and creamware were recovered from 4831 but it also contained a sherd from a 
“Palestine” patterned plate (1831-1861).  Pollen and soil samples 9 and 10 were taken from fill 4831 
but were not analysed.   
 
Southern Group, Pit 4845, fill 4843  
Pit 4845 was a rectangular cut with almost vertical sides and a flat base, measuring 2.4m by 1.2m 
with a depth of between 550mm and 650mm.  This cut was filled with context (4843), which 
consisted of various sandy tip layers sloping down to the north, representing the various fill episodes 
of the pit.  This feature cut into the fill of a second rectangular feature (4847).  The sandy fill 4843 
contained remains of 130 items, seven percent of artefacts recovered from the site, and seven 
fragments of animal bone.  There were 119 ceramics artefacts in this context.  This indicates that 
there was a mixing together of the fill deposits in the two pits when the later pit, 4845, was being 
excavated.  Therefore the dating of earlier or lower pits may be seen as ‘inaccurate’ because of this 

                                                      
168 Casey& Lowe in preparation.  
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mixing, as later sherds may have been mixed into the earlier deposit.  This suggests that any dating of 
the early fill deposits may be later then the actually filling due to this ‘contamination’ by later 
artefacts being introduced into the earlier fills.   
 
Ceramics 
The pit fill 4843 contained 119 ceramics (232 frags) (Tables 4-3, 4-4-, 4-5).  Nineteen identifiable 
ceramic shapes were recovered on 109 different items (Section 8.1, Table 3.16).  This assemblage 
was a domestic household deposit.  Plates make up on a quarter of the assemblage (25%), with 30 
identified items.  Cups were the next most common shape, 18 items (15%), including a breakfast cup.  
Saucers followed closely behind, with remains of 16 (13%) found.  Tableware and teaware items 
were equally represented within the fill, on 34 ceramics each, totalling 68 in total, and representing 
57 percent of the total ceramics found.  The 34 tableware items were the 30 plates and four bowls.  
The 34 teaware items included one breakfast cup, 17 cups and 16 saucers.  Ceramics related to the 
function of food - its preparation (4), serving (10), consumption (70), and storage or container (4) - 
dominate the assemblage.  The nine bottles with the specific function of container were not included 
within the food container category because they referred to salt-glazed stoneware bottle body and 
bases of unknown shape, with container listed as function to at least show that they were identified as 
bottle shapes.  The four items that were identified as food storage or container were all jars––one lead 
glazed, one creamware and two whiteware.   
 
The beginning manufacture dates for the ceramics in fill 4843 are between 1760 and 1865.  Nine 
items were made from 1860.  Seventy-nine items were made from 1830 while 44 were made prior to 
1830 and the manufacture of eight ceramics ceased in 1830.  It appears that the date range for many 
of the artefacts was mainly between 1830 and 1865.  The artefact dating from 1865 is the stem of a 
clay pipe which was possibly disposed of quite close to that time.  These items are also easily lost 
and mixed into sandy deposits.  It is therefore likely that many of these items were associated with 
residents who lived there after the Hassalls leased the property and are therefore not associated with 
the Hassall family.   
 
 
Southern Group, Pit 4847, timber-lining 4846, fill 4844 
This feature consisted of a rectangular cut measuring 2.1m by 1.7m with a depth of between 1.16m 
and 1.22m.  Its sides were vertical and the base uneven.  A shallow slot measuring up to 400mm wide 
had been excavated around the edge of the base into which a timber frame (4846) had been placed to 
support the timber paling (4846) that lined the sides of the pit. (Photos 3-16, 3-17)  The timber used 
for the frame measured 100mm by 100mm with a length of either 2m or 1.58m.  The timber paling 
lining the sides was between 100mm to150mm wide and in places survived as only a distinct stain on 
the face of the cut.  This was one of two similar pits found on this site.  We have never encountered 
this sort of pit previously.  The use of the timber lining indicates that this pit was designed to be a 
more ‘permanent’ pit which was to be reused, possibly for a period of years.  If it was used as 
‘compost’ pit there is no evidence for this in the backfilled material (4844) as it was not organic in 
nature.   
 
This timber-lined pit was filled with 4844, a buff grey brown sandy silt with pale sandy patches 
throughout.  There were whole and fragmentary sandstock bricks and charcoal flecks within this fill.  
The bricks measured either 220mm by 110mm by 70mm or 230mm by 110mm by 65mm.  All these 
bricks were flat sandstocks.  A sample of both kinds of brick was retained.  Soil and pollen samples 
16 and 17 were collected from fill 4844.  Sample 16 was analysed and discussed in the Pollen Report, 
Section 8.4.  At the time of excavation the function of this timber-lined pit was unclear.  It could have 
been a cesspit or a storage pit, possibly for cold storage or as a compost pit.  The pollen analysis from 
the fill does not support the use of this feature as a cesspit.   
 
Pollen 
The microflora is highly unusual in an historical archaeological context in that it is wholly dominated 
by two usually rare types of fungal spores (Mediaverrusporonites, Inapertisporites).  Both taxa occur 
in trace numbers in other samples from 109 George Street but the high concentration in 4844 is 
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difficult to explain unless the pit was used for the disposal of some nutrient-rich waste.  This was not 
faecal material since the assemblage lacks a highly distinctive sporomorph found in cesspit deposits 
(see Macphail 1999b).  Hence the deposit is presumed to have been be kitchen waste (fat?), based on 
its similarity to the only fungal spore-dominated microflora found so far on an historical 
archaeological site in the Sydney district - in a pit located outside an 1830s kitchen block at the 
Castlereagh Street Fire Station Site (see Macphail 2000).  This pollen analysis suggests that this was 
a household compost pit with considerable disposal of household fat.  It is noted that the deposits 
were not considered to be particularly organic in nature which indicates that the backfill may have 
been placed in there once the pit ceased to be used for its original function.  
 
 

Photo 3-16: Group 3, looking south 
over the pit 4832 and 4828 in the 
foreground and pits 4845, 4847, and 
5016 in the background with their 
various fills. Scale 1m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-17: Timber-lined pit 4846 
and cut 4847, the discolouration in 
the foreground is the fill of two 
earlier pits 4955 and 5016. Scale 
1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Animal Bone 
Fill 1844 contained remains of 184 artefacts, 10 percent of those recovered from the site (Tables 4-3, 
4-4).  There were 73 fragments of bone, almost 10 percent of bone from the site and one fragment of 
shell (Table 3-9).  The bone is a mix of cattle, chicken and sheep.  The 48 fragments of bone from 
sheep, cattle and pig indicate that there were elements of non-food parts of animal carcasses, such as 
part of a cranium from a cow, pit and sheep (Fig. 3-10).  There were also part of the legs of a cow 
and sheep, a non-food parts of the animal carcass.  Other than for making stock, these are the fifth 
and sixth class cuts.  Some of the other portions, such limb bones would have been for roasted meats.   
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Category MIC 4844 

Architectural/ Building Materials 3 
Ceramic 118 

Glass 34 
Metal 16 

Miscellaneous 13 
 184 

 
 
Table 3-8: Artefacts from 4844 were in a range of categories, 
with most being ceramic. 
 
 

 
Common Name No. Frags 

Cat 3 
Cattle 23 

Chicken 12 
Pig 1 

Sheep 24 
Unidentifiable Fish 10 

 73 

 
 
Table 3-9: Animal bone from 4844 was in a range of species. 
 
 

 

Common 
Name Anatomical Name Body Part 

Portion of 
Animal Body 

 
Quality/Class 

of meat 
No. Frags 

4844 
Cattle Molar Head Cranium 6th 1 

Pig Maxilla Head Cranium 6th 1 
Sheep Mandible Head Cranium 6th 2 
Cattle First Phalanx Limb Extremity 6th 1 
Sheep Astragalus Hindlimb Extremity 5th 1 
Sheep Metatarsus Hindlimb Extremity 6th 2 
Cattle Radius Forelimb Forequarter 5th 1 
Sheep Radius Forelimb Forequarter 5th 3 
Sheep Scapula Forelimb Forequarter 3rd  1 
Cattle Femur Hindlimb Hindquarter 2nd or 3rd  3 
Cattle Pelvis Hindlimb Hindquarter 3rd  1 
Cattle Tibia Hindlimb Hindquarter 5th 1 
Sheep Pelvis Hindlimb Hindquarter 3rd  1 
Sheep Tibia Hindlimb Hindquarter 5th 7 
Cattle Long Bone Fragment Limb Other various 3 
Cattle Lumbar Vertebra Spine Trunk 1st  4 
Cattle Rib Spine Trunk various 7 
Cattle Thoracic Vertebra Spine Trunk 1st or 2nd  1 
Sheep Cervical Vertebra Spine Trunk 4th  2 
Sheep Rib Spine Trunk various 5 

     48 
Table 3-10: The 48 fragments of bone from sheep, cattle and pig indicate that there were elements of non-food 

parts of animal carcasses, such as part of a cranium from a cow, pit and sheep.  There were also part of 
the legs of cattle and sheep.  Based on Colley 2006.  

 
 
Dating 
The beginning dates for the manufacturing of artefacts in fill 4844 range from 1720 to 1866.  Forty-
three items were made in the 1830s, 11 in the 1850s and six in the 1860s, indicating the date of the 
backfilling fill was probably in the 1860s.  Five items have end manufacturing dates in the 1860s and 
24 artefacts have earlier end dates, i.e. 1780, 1811, 1830 (12).  Quite a few of the glass bottles were 
not made after 1820.  This indicates that some items were quite old when thrown into this rubbish pit 
if it dated to the 1860s.  As discussed above the conjoining ceramics in fills 4844 and 4843 indicate 
the possibility of contamination of the lower and earlier deposits, 4844.  Therefore this deposit may 
date earlier than the 1850s and 1860s.  As commented above sherds from seven different vessels in 
fill 4843 joined artefacts in the fill from 4844 which this pit (4845) cut into (Section 8.1, Table 2.3).  
As fill 4843 is later it is possible the later sherds come from 4843.  The dating of this deposit though 
is unlikely to be earlier than the 1850s because of the 11 artefacts dating from the decade.  Therefore 
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the fill of this pit post-dates the Hassall family occupation and is probably associated with either the 
Mills or Griffiths families who were operating schools on the property from that date.   
 
 
Ceramics 
Food-related items were the most predominantly occurring in the fill, representing preparation (5), 
serving (10), consumption (62) and storage (4).  Food preparation items were represented by two 
whiteware bowls, one lead-glazed crock, one creamware dish, and a lead-glazed pot.  Like the food 
preparation items in fill 4843, these five items were also all simply plainly glazed and had no other 
form of decoration.  Three dishes, one jug and six platters represented the serving-related items and 
all but two were transfer printed.   
 
Twenty-three identified ceramic shapes were represented within the pit fill, and like those in fill 4843 
discussed above, which are indicative of domestic household-related refuse, four shapes represented 
just over half the assemblage (52.6%).  These four shapes included 18 cups (including 6 breakfast 
cups), 18 saucers, 15 plates and 11 poes.  Teaware items were the most commonly represented within 
the assemblage, on 37 items: breakfast cups (6), cups (12), saucers (18), and slop bowl (1).  Teaware 
comprised 31.3 percent of the total ceramic assemblage.   
 
Personal hygiene activities were evident by the number of washbasins, ewers and poes recovered.  
Five ewers were identified: two creamware, one blue transfer-printed pearlware in the popular 
“Cowman” pattern, one brown transfer print, and one blue transfer print.  The three washbasins were 
in creamware, one blue transfer-printed pearlware “Cowman” pattern, and one blue transfer-printed 
“Italian Scenery” pattern (Photo 3-19).  Poes were the most frequent hygiene-related item, with 11 
identified: six creamware, one blue transfer-printed pearlware “Wild Rose” pattern, one blue transfer-
printed pearlware “Cowman” pattern, one blue transfer-printed pearlware, one blue transfer print, and 
one blue transfer-printed “Berry” pattern.  The “Cowman” pattern featuring on a poe, ewer and 
washbasin indicated as least one probable matching set, and the commonly occurring creamware 
items may also indicate sets, although given that most plain creamware was associated with the poe 
shape, which was an item kept mostly out of sight under beds or in cupboards, these were bought for 
their functionality more so than their decoration.  Another item related to the role of personal toiletry 
were lids from a pomatum pot (Photo 3-18).  Pomatum was a scented ointment used originally on the 
skin and as a lip salve, however, later it became more commonly used on the hair as a grooming aid.  
Another hygiene item was a bone toothbrush made from 1850 (Section 8.3, Fig. 12).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-18: Pomatum pot lids 
(5074/#36317 and 4844/#35950). Artefact 
photo 041, Scale 10cm 
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The ceramics were decorated in a range of styles.  Blue transfer print was once again the most 
popular occurring, in both blue transfer print (23) and blue transfer-printed pearlware (17), 
representing 34 percent of the assemblage.  Indications that this assemblage had a post-1830 date is 
evident by the presence of other colour transfer-printed wares: black transfer print (1), brown transfer 
print (2), green transfer print (4), purple transfer print (3), and red transfer print (2).  Although small 
in number they do indicate that a range of colours was available within the marketplace.  It should 
also be noted that these colours occur on items mostly not associated with tableware and were 
therefore not as susceptible to breakages due to constant usage.  These colours are found on items 
associated with teaware, serving, grooming and hygiene, all items that if part of sets their numbers 
were also not as large as those commonly found in association with tablewares and therefore would 
not be as commonly represented within the archaeological context.  The flow ware items also 
appeared to follow this trend, with blue flow on teaware (5) and serving (1), and black flow also on a 
single teaware item (1).  Although blue transfer print was by far the most commonly represented, and 
therefore inferred to be the most popular, the presence of small numbers of other colours at least 
indicated their availability. 
 
Other interesting artefacts from this pit include a piece of writing slate, a silver coin crown, and a 
horse shoe.  A Chinese porcelain pot lid with gilding (Photo 3-19) is a type not previously seen 
before.   
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape 

MIC 
4844 

 General 
Function 

MIC 
4844 % 

architecture non-stru sheet 1  architecture 14 7.6  
 roof slate 1  beverage 10 5.4  
 structural brick 2  clerical 2 1.1  
  nail 9  economy 1 0.5  
 window flat 1  food 91 49.5  

beverage beer/wine bottle 10  food/pers 1 0.5  
 unid bottle 0  h'hold 4 2.2  

clerical writing penny ink 1  personal 25 13.6  
 writing slate 1  pharm 5 2.7  

economy currency coin 1  rec 6 3.3  
food condiment o/v 0  service 1 0.5  

  p/c 1  store 1 0.5  
  container 1  trans 1 0.5  
 food jar 3  unidentified 21 11.4  
 preparation bowl 2  work 1 0.5  
  crock 1   184 99.8 
  dish 1     
 preserve jar 1  
 serve dish 3  
  jug 1  
  platter 6  
 tableware bowl 1  
  egg cup 1  
  knife 1  
  plate 15  
  plate-small 3  
  stemware 2  
  tumbler 5  
  unid 1  
 tea breakfast cup 6  
  cup 12  
  saucer 18  
  slop bowl 1  
 tea/tblw plate, small 5  

food/pers serve/hygiene jug/ewer 1  
h'hold container hoop 1  

 light taper holder 1  
 maintenance black bottle 1  
 unid strip 1  

personal cloth buckle 1  
  button 2  
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personal groom pot lid 1  
 hygiene ewer 5  
  poe 12  
  toothbrush 1  
  wash basin 3  

pharmaceutical gin/schanpps bottle 1  
 medicine bottle 2  
  phial 1  
 med/toilet pot 1  

recreation smoking pipe 3  
 toy marble 3  

service lamp chimney 1  
store store barrel hoop 1  

transport horse horseshoe 1  
work tool blank 1  

unidentified cont bottle 15  
 cont cont 1  
 unid unid 5  

   184  
Table 3-11: List of general, specific functions and shapes from context 4844.   
 
 
Pit 4955, fill 4954 and Pit 5016, fill 5015 
The first pit was a smaller sub-circular pit cut (4955) with sides that sloped down towards the base 
and measured 1300mm by 500mm with a depth of 300mm.  The fill (4954) was a compact fine 
brown sand with occasional sandstock brick and sandstone fragments containing ceramic, glass and 
metal artefacts.  Feature 5016 was beneath and cut by pit 4955.  It was a large irregular-shaped cut in 
plan that became more rectangular towards the base.  It measured 3.3m by 2.3m with a depth of 
900mm.  The irregularity of the cut at its top may suggest it was originally a rectangular pit feature, 
possibly timber-lined, that was excavated out and replaced with timber-lined feature (4847).  Cut 
(5016) was filled with (5015).  This consisted of various sandy fill layers with occasional charcoal 
flecks, sandstock brick and sandstone fragments.  There were few finds within the fill, which may be 
further evidence of this feature being excavated out and replaced.  The ceramics found included early 
Chinese sherds, often from the same vessel.  Soil and pollen samples 22 and 23 were taken from this 
fill.   
 
Context 4954 contained only eight artefacts and context 5015 had nine artefacts and nine fragment of 
animal bone.  The date range is generally pre-1830 although one artefact is later; most likely it came 
from disturbance caused by the excavation for the timber-lined pit 4847/4846.   
 
 
Western Pits Group 4 – Recut pits 5073/5074 and 5076/5077  
 
Pit 5073 fill 5074 
The fourth group of pits were two rectangular features located 1.5m to the south of cut (5016).  Pit 
cut (5073) and fill (5074) was the most recent and cut the earlier feature, cut (5076) and fill (5077) 
(Plan 4, Section 7, Photo 2-32).  The later pit (5073) was about 2.25m long and up to 1.3m wide.  
The depth of the irregular base measured between 70mm at the north end for about 500mm, then 
stepping down to 600mm in the centre of the south half.  The cut (5073), although clearly visible in 
plan became almost impossible to clearly define in the lower levels.  The fill (5074) consisted of dark 
grey-brown sandy soil with some sandstone and sandstock-brick rubble and a range of artefacts.   
 
Dating 
Fill 5074 contains the largest number of artefacts from the site, 249, as well as 44 fragments of 
animal bone and 16 shells (Tables 3-12, 4-3,4-4, 4-5).  The beginning manufacturing dates (TPQ) 
range from 1760 to 1880, with a range of dates from 1820 to 1860.  The end point at which artefacts 
were manufactured is interesting.  While a small number ceased being made prior to the 1860s, 37 
items ceased being manufactured (TAQ) in the 1870s.  Twenty-six of those that ceased being 
manufactures were bottles, and a few were specific ceramic patterns or fabrics, such as blue 



Results 

 

95

pearlware which ceased being manufactured c1870.  One item, a pickles/chutney jar was not 
manufactured until c1880.   Therefore this pit may have been backfilled around the time the house 
was demolished.   
 

General 
Function 

Specific 
Function Shape 

MIC 
5074 

 
General Function MIC % 

architectural finish render/ set 1  architecture 12 4.8  
 non-stru grate 1  beverage 40 16.1  
  screw 1  cleric 3 1.2  
  strap 2  food 117 47.0  
 roof tile 1  food/pers 2 0.8  
 structural nail 4  h'hold 6 2.4  
 window flat 2  h'hold/pers 1 0.4  

beverage aerated water bottle 3  personal 17 6.8  
 beer/wine bottle 33  pharm 7 2.8  
 spirits bottle 3  rec 5 2.0  
 unid bottle 1  service 2 0.8  

cleric writing penny ink 1  store 2 0.8  
  slate 1  unidentified 34 13.7  
  slate pencil 1  yard 1 0.4  

food condiment bottle 3   249 100 
  o/v 4  
  p/c 3  
 container bottle 0  

 cont tin can 1 
 

Category 
MIC 
5074 % 

 food jar 1  Architectural/ Building Materials 2 0.8  
 preparation basin/bowl 1  Ceramic 134 53.8  
  bowl 3  Glass 81 32.5  
  pan-1 1  Metal 21 8.4  
  pot 1  Miscellaneous 11 4.4  
 preserve jar 2   249 100.0 
 seed passion fruit 0   
 serve dish 4  
  jug 2  
  platter 6  
  tureen 3  
  vegetable dish 2  
  ginger jar 1  
 tableware bowl 1  
  egg cup 1  
  plate 30  
  plate-small 1  
  salt 1  
  stemwre 2  
  tumb 4  
  unid 1  
 tea breakfast cup 3  
  coffee can 1  
  creamer 1  
  cup 14  
  mug 1  
  saucer 12  
  slop bowl 1  
 tea/tblw plate, small 5  

food/pers serv/hygiene jug/ewer 2  
h'hold cont hoop 1  

 cooking stove 1  
 light taper holder 1  
 maintenance black bottle 2  
 security padlock 1  

h'hold/pers laundry/hygiene tub/basin 1  
personal cloth shoe 1  

 groom comb 1  
 health spectacle lense 1  
 hygiene ewer 3  
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  poe 6  
  toothbrush 1  
  wash basin 4  

pharm castor oil bottle 2  
 g/s bottle 1  
 med bottle 3  
 med/toilet pot lid 1  

recreation smoking pipe 4  
 toy marble 1  

service gas pipe 1  
 lamp chimney 1  

store store barrel hoop 2  
yard garden pot 1  

unidentified container bottle 16  
  jar 1  
  tin can 1  
 unidentified bottle 1  
  unid 15  
   249  

Table 3-12: Range of artefacts and identified shapes and functions, context 5074.  Range of different categories 
and general functions.  

 
 
Ceramics 
Food consumption was the most dominant function represented in 5074, especially by the 30 plates, 
which featured in twice as many numbers as the next most common shape, cups (14).  This 
domination of plates within the pit ceramic assemblage (22.4%) reflects the higher risk of breakages 
for items that are used everyday, and often more than once a day.  The next most commonly 
occurring shapes, the teaware items of cups and saucers, also reflected this, to a slightly lesser 
degree.  The 30 plates all featured transfer-printed patterns. Twenty of the plates had identified 
patterns, including “Abbey” (3), “Canton Views” (2), “Chantilly” (2), “Italian Lakes” (1), “Lake” 
(1), “Palestine” (3), “Rhine” (3) (Photo 3-20), and “Willow” (5).  Those patterns present on more 
than one plate suggest they belonged to matching table services or a ‘set’ of plates bought to be used 
together (see Section 8.1, Table 3.27). 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 3-19: Front row l-r: 
pomatum pot lids 
(5074/#36317 and 
4844/#35950), a blue 
handpainted and gilded 
Chinese porcelain lid 
(context 4844/#36350).  
Back row l-r: “Italian 
Scenery” pattern 
washbasin (4844/#35953), 
“Lady Peel” pattern poe 
(5074/#36324).  Artefact 
photo 039, Scale 10cm. 
 
 
 

 
Items representing other household-related activities were those associated with maintenance, the 
garden, literacy, medicine/toilet and personal hygiene (Table 3-12).  The two items associated with 
household maintenance, in particular kitchen stoves and the like, were two salt-glazed stoneware 
blacking bottles.  Evidence of gardening was represented by a coarse earthenware self-slipped plant 
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pot.  Literacy was represented within the ceramics by a lone salt-glazed stoneware penny ink bottle.  
The category of medicine/toilet contained a black transfer-printed pomatum pot lid (Photos 3-18, 3-
19).  As mentioned previously, pomatum was originally used on the skin as an ointment and as a lip 
salve, with it later becoming more commonly used as a grooming aid for hair.  Personal hygiene was 
represented by 13 ceramic items: three ewers, four washbasins, and six poes.   
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-20: ‘Rhine” pattern 
vegetable dish 5074/#36297. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Animal Bone 
The majority of the animal bone for this context represents cattle (24), pig (1) and sheep (13) with 
two bones from a dog.  Most of the meat is lower quality cuts, fifth and sixth quality (Table 3-13).  
This is quite a small sample of animal bone but the pattern is similar to the quality of meat from fill 
4844 discussed above.   
 

Common 
Name 

Anatomical 
Name Body Part Body Sub Part 

Butchery 
Section Quality/Class 

Total 
Fragments 

5074 
Cattle Calcaneus Hindlimb Lower Hindlimb Extremity 5th 1 
Cattle Carpal Forelimb Lower Forelimb Extremity 6th 1 
Sheep Metapodial Limb Lower Hindlimb Extremity 6th 1 
Cattle Metatarsus Hindlimb Lower Hindlimb Extremity 6th 1 
Sheep Metatarsus Hindlimb Lower Hindlimb Extremity 6th 1 
Sheep Humerus Forelimb Upper Forelimb Forequarter 4th 1 

Pig Humerus Forelimb Upper Forelimb Forequarter 4th 1 
Sheep Radius Forelimb Lower Forelimb Forequarter 5th 1 
Cattle Radius Forelimb Lower Forelimb Forequarter 5th 2 
Sheep Scapula Forelimb Upper Forelimb Forequarter 3rd 2 
Cattle Ulna Forelimb Lower Forelimb Forequarter 5th 1 
Sheep Femur Hindlimb Upper Hindlimb Hindquarter 3rd 1 
Sheep Pelvis Hindlimb Pelvis Hindquarter various 1 
Cattle Pelvis Hindlimb Pelvis Hindquarter various 2 
Sheep Tibia Hindlimb Lower Hindlimb Hindquarter 5th 4 

Cow/Pig Fragment Other  Other ? 2 
Cattle Long Bone Frag. Limb Limb Other various 8 
Sheep Long Bone Frag. Limb Limb Other various 1 

Cow/Pig Unidentifiable Other  Other unid 2 
Cattle Lumbar Vertebra Spine Vertebrae Trunk 1st 2 
Cattle Rib Spine Rib Cage Trunk various 2 
Cattle Vertebra Spine Vertebrae Trunk various 4 

      42 
Table 3-13: The 44 fragments of bone from sheep, cattle and pig indicate that there were elements of non-food 

parts of animal carcasses in fill 5074.  Based on Colley 2006. 
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Glass 
There are 81 glass items from context 5074 with the majority being bottles (92%).  TPQ or 
manufacturing beginning dates for bottles range from 1790–1860 but the majority of datable bottles 
(39) date after 1820 (TPQs).  No bottles are machine made.  Of note are two whisky bottles 
embossed “Cooper and Woods” (1859–1928) and Edinburgh & Leith Glass Co. (1864+).  One 
tableware item, a ‘master’ salt cellar, is a style common from the early 1870s.169  There are also a few 
fragments of crown window glass, some of which is the very thin (1.0–1.3mm) variety that was 
imported until circa 1870s.  
 
Functional analysis classified 98 percent of the glass assemblage into six identified groups: alcohol 
(37), architecture (2), beverage (3), food (18), pharmacy/personal (10) and service (1).  Alcohol-
related items were beer/wine, spirits and unspecified bottles.  Architectural items are crown window 
glass fragments.  Beverage items are aerated water bottles.  Food-related items include condiment 
bottles (oil/vinegar, pickle/chutney and unspecified condiment) and tableware (stemware, tumblers, 
and a salt).  Pharmacy/personal grooming items include patent medicine bottles (castor oil and 
gin/schnapps) as well as unspecified pharmaceutical bottles.  One partial lamp chimney comprises 
the Service Group.   
 
Results of functional analysis indicate that the glass assemblage was typical for a mid-nineteenth 
century residence.  The relative frequency of alcohol-related bottle might be somewhat lower than 
those from other contemporary archaeological investigations, but the common condiments and patent 
medicine are typical of those found on mid-nineteenth century archaeological sites throughout 
Australia.   
 
 
Pit 5076, fill 5077 
The earlier pit (5076) was 2.25m long and 1.25m wide but and 500mm deep (in section).  The fill 
(5077) was not excavated but appeared to contain the same material as described in the later fill 
(5074) for the later pit (5073).  The irregular base of the pit feature and the difficulty faced by the 
excavators in determining the cut line could suggest more than one re-cut.  Fill 5077 had only nine 
artefacts, three glass ones were beer/wine (1), champagne type (1) and personal/ grooming (1).  All 
bottles provided date ranges based on diagnostic technological attributes and provided a mid to late-
nineteenth-century date range.  This date was reinforced by one bottle that bears the embossment for 
Barry’s Tricopherous for Skin and Hair (1851–1880).   

 
Conclusions 
The recutting of these pits indicates their reuse for burial of accumulated rubbish.  This reburial 
suggests a continued knowledge of the location of the pits to the rear of the house and a concern to 
continue to reuse the same pits.  This may indicate a particular attitude to cleanliness but this is 
uncertain, and/or other uses of surrounding yard areas that mean compartmentalising of rubbish 
disposal into a limited area.  While some of the fills had quite a few artefacts (4844, 5074), many had 
only a few, indicating that the burial of rubbish was intermittent.  The lack of organic or decayed 
plant matter in these pits is surprising, perhaps suggesting decaying food stuffs were placed directly 
into the garden.  The majority of these pits were backfilled either in or after the 1860s (Table 3-14).   
Only five of the pits are thought to be associated with the Hassall-period of occupation, c1804-1834.  
Pit 5075 and fill 5074 appears to date to c1880 and may be associated with the demolition phase of 
the site.   
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
169  O. Jones ‘A Guide to Dating Glass Tableware: 1800–1940’, in Karlis Karklins (ed.), Studies in Material 
Culture Research, Society for Historical Archaeology, 2000, p. 183.  
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 Pit Fill Date of Backfilling Phase of Occupation 

Group 1 4820 4818, 4819 pre-1830 Hassall 
 4816 4815 c1830 Hassall 

Group 2 5001 5000 1850+ post-Hassall 
 5018 5017 c1850s post-Hassall 
 5041 5040 pre-1830 Hassall 

Group 3 4828 4827 c1860s post-Hassall 
 4830 4829 no artefacts unknown 
 4832 4831 1830s post-Hassall? 
 4845 4843 c1860s post-Hassall 
 4847/4846 4844 1860s post-Hassall 
 4955 4954 pre-1830 Hassall 
 5016 5015 pre-1830 Hassall 

Group 4 5073 5074 1870/80s post-Hassall 
 5076 5077 1850/60s post-Hassall 

Table 3-14: Dating and phasing of the western rubbish pits.    
 
 
Central Pits 
Another series of pits was found towards the centre of the site.  They covered an area of about 15m 
by 5m and were located adjacent to the extensive rubbish dump to the east and Union Street to the 
south (Plan 4; Photo 3-21).  Altogether five pits were recorded in detail.  The northernmost pit 
(5058) was roughly rectangular (1450mm by 750mm) and about 450m deep with slightly inward 
sloping sides and oriented north-south.  It had a base made of flat sandstock brick (5057) remaining 
intact over slightly less than the southern half the length of the pit.  The fill (5056) was made up of 
brown red and yellow layered sand containing sandstock bricks from the pit base.  Moving about 
1.7m to the south, the next pit (5054) was roughly oval shaped, 2.2m long and 1.3m wide with a flat 
base at a depth of 450mm rounding to vertical sides.  The fill (5053) was a mottled greyish brown 
mix with almost no artefacts.  This pit was only half sectioned and not further excavated.   
 
Approximately 500mm to the south was a rectangular-shaped pit (5063) with a straight northern end 
about 1.2m wide and with vertical sides.  The overall length was 2.3m.  The fill (5062) consisted of a 
mixture of dark grey and reddish brown sand and contained 19 artefacts.  This feature was also only 
half sectioned and not completely excavated.   
 
Immediately to the east was another roughly rectangular-shaped pit (5061), about 1.85m long and 
850mm wide, stretched towards the east (Photo 3-22).  It was 400mm deep with straight sides and 
had a sandstock-brick base (5060) measuring about 1500mm by 700mm.  There was a possible 
extension also with bricks at the base at the east end.  It measured 500mm by 400mm and was only 
about 100mm deep.  Another extension was located at the south side of the pit.  It measured about 
700mm by 400mm and was about 300 mm deep cut into the natural with no brick base.  Both the 
extensions were recorded under the same cut number (5061).  The fill (5059) appeared the same in 
the main pit and the extensions.  It was made up of dark grey and red brown sand and contained 37 
artefacts with from dates (TAQ) between 1760 and 1850.     
 
Pit 5068, fill 5069 
The last pit (5068) had an irregular outline of about 2.5m in diameter with a base of whole and half 
sandstock bricks and some mudstone flags (5069).  The base was roughly level with the surrounding 
area (RL 6.23m), making it a comparatively shallow pit.  The shallow fills (5070) and (5075) 
consisted of dark red brown sand with inclusions of charcoal and some artefacts as well as a thick 
metal sheet (300mm by 300mm) which was resting on the brick base.  There were no traces of walls 
inside the brick based pits.  And there were no signs of burning.  The other features in the area were 
found to be mainly shallow depressions or modern disturbances.   
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Photo 3-21: (above) View to south 
across the Central Group of pits.  Scale 
1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-22: (left) Pit with brick-lined 
base, 5060, cut 5061, looking east.  
Scale 1m. 
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Fill 5070 contained 36 artefacts dating from (TAQ) 1760 to 1860, again suggesting a mid-century 
date (Table 4-3).  Three ceramic sherds from 5070 joined with one from 5074, the fill of pit 5074 to 
the west in Group 4 and dated to c1880.  The three conjoining items were decorated with two 
identified brown transfer-printed patterns and one blue flow.  The blue flow item was a poe decorated 
with a cracked ice motif covering its rim band and exterior body.  It was identified on 10 rim and 
body sherds in fill 5074 and conjoined with a rim/body sherd in fill 5070.  A brown transfer-printed 
“Nice” pattern serving dish lid sherd, featuring a wide border of coral on a finely dotted background, 
was recovered in pit fill 5070 and conjoined with three more lid sherds in pit fill 5074.  This pattern 
was attributed to Ridgway and Morley, of Hanley, and dated between 1842 to 1844.  The third 
conjoining item, also in brown transfer print, was a “Canton Views” pattern plate, featuring a 
Chinese landscape of pavilions, bushland and a figure in a boat on a river.  One sherd in pit fill 5070 
was found to conjoin with four sherds from the same plate in pit fill 5074.  This pattern was 
attributed to Elkin, Knight and Bridgwood of Fenton, and dated between c1827 to 1840. 
 
Both the “Nice” and “Canton Views” patterns occurred on more than one item within the two pit 
fills, suggesting that although no more conjoins were found, they may indicate disposal of the same 
matching set.  The “Canton Views” pattern occurred on another plate in pit fill 5074 (#36,257), and 
the “Nice” pattern was also found on a plate in fill 5070, that matched the conjoining serving dish lid.  
The plate also featured the remains of an ornate cartouche basemark featuring trees and a building 
and identified as belonging to Ridgway and Morley of Hanley, 1842 to 1844.  
 
Further evidence that the two pit fills 5070 and 5074 were related can be seen in the patterns 
“Abbey” and “Lady Peel” (Photos 3-19, 3-23).  Both patterns were only found within these two pit 
fills, occurring nowhere else on site.  The clobbered pattern “Lady Peel” occurred on a soap dish in 
pit fill 5070 and on a poe in pit fill 5074 (Photo 3-19).  With both shapes belonging to the toiletry 
function it seems probable that they were from the same toiletry set.  The “Lady Peel” pattern poe 
featured a basemark of a rampant lion and the initials “FM & Co” below, belonging to the company 
of Francis Morley & Company, of Hanley and dating between 1848 to 1858.  The pattern itself was a 
sheet pattern featuring dainty leafing and flowering branches in black transfer print, with blue, 
orange, yellow, pink and green handpainted detailing.  The “Abbey” pattern occurred in both pit fills 
5070 and 5074 in blue and brown transfer-printed examples.  The pattern, featuring a ruined abbey, a 
group of figures, trees, water and mountains, was attributed to Thomas Edwards of Burslem, and 
dated c1841.  Pit fill 5070 contained an “Abbey” pattern tureen in blue transfer-printed pearlware and 
a brown transfer-printed plate.  Pit fill 5074 also featured the “Abbey” pattern in three brown 
transfer-printed plates and a blue transfer-printed cup (Section 8.1, Photo 6).  All this evidence of 
conjoining sherds suggests these pits were backfilled at the same time with artefacts that were 
contemporary in use.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-23: "Abbey" plate 5074/36318, 
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Conclusions 
Two pits had bases carefully lined with bricks (pits 5058, 5061) and one with unevenly laid bricks, 
and sandstone slabs and fragments (pit 5068).  When investigated further, the bricks and stones 
(5069) in pit 5068 overlaid a thick metal sheet (300 x 300mm) and a shallow sterile pit or basal 
deposit.  The bricks used in the three pits were all flat sandstocks, while the stone the same as that 
used in the Hassall house cellar.  The materials were either left over from the construction of one or 
more of the Hassall structures, or came from their repair or demolition.  The purpose of these reused 
building materials is uncertain, although they would have provided a firm surface on the soft natural 
sandy subsoil.  They were not waterproof.  These types of brick bases in pits have not been 
encountered on other Parramatta sites with which Casey & Lowe are familiar: Barrack Lane (1988), 
Babes in the Wood (1989), Westfield (1992), George & Charles Streets (2002), Parramatta 
Children’s Court (2004), and Parramatta Hospital Site (2005–2006).   
 
Ceramics 
The ceramics recovered from these pits did not indicate storage but rather items typically found 
associated with domestic household refuse dating to the mid nineteenth century.  The ceramic 
assemblages recovered were consistent in content with those found in the rubbish pits elsewhere on 
site (Section 8.1).  Only two of the three brick-based pits contained ceramics, with pit 5058 having 
none, pit 5061 containing 13 items and pit 5068 featuring 26 ceramics.  The ceramics in fill 5070 (pit 
5068) had conjoins with the fill 5074 in Group 4 indicating they were both probably backfilled 
c.1880, around the time the house was demolished.    
 
Metal, Miscellaneous and Building Materials 
Structural and non-structural items were found in the fills (5059, 5070) of two of these pits.  These 
included nails, a scupper nail, a screw, and fragments of iron sheeting, a strap and a brass door latch 
plate.  The fill 5070 also had a broken flat tile, the origin of which is unknown.  The other fill 5059 
contained a floral-decorated porcelain marble (Fig. 13). 
 
The two other pits in the area were not lined on the base and contained a slightly different range of 
household items (5054, 5063).  One pit fill (5053) had a broken large wrought iron frypan, the same 
type as found in pit 4727 to the west (Fig. 8).  The other pit fill (5062) included a machine-wrought 
nail, and fragment of a slate board with a ruled line, and a fork or knife with an ivory handle (Fig. 9). 
 
Two of the brick and stone-lined pits (5061, 5068) were almost exclusively backfilled with 
architectural elements, the most recent activity occurring after 1860.  The other lined pit (5058) had 
no finds.  The non-lined pits (5054, 5063) had fewer items but they were mostly from the household.  
The most recent of the artefacts in the latter pit (5063) was made no earlier than 1840. 
 
 
General 
The pits with the brick bases could have been storage pits where some kind of floor was required to 
keep stored items goods off the sand possibly with a timber lid or similar cover laid over the top.  
The absence of walls however was curious and given the relatively soft sand, collapses would have 
been unavoidable.  Maybe the brick base was just used as a marker for re-excavation.  The fills 
excavated from the features were basically clean and gave no clues as to how the pits would have 
been used.  These pits were most probably related to gardening or storage purposes.  
 
 
3.9 Phases 2 –Pre-Hassall House Features (c1790-1804) 
 
3.9.1 Timber Structure 
A group of post holes, the remains of a timber structure, found in the centre of Area A were 
identified as belonging to Phase 2 (Photo 3-24).  The main criterion for this decision was the absence 
of building debris and artefacts in the post hole packing or fills.  Altogether 16 post holes have been 
assigned to this group.  They form two north-south running rows, with seven or eight post holes each, 
about 4.5 m long and about 3.5 m apart (Plan 2).  The western row is approximately 7m to the east of 
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the cellar.  The spacing between posts is just over 600mm on average, which corresponds with the 
imperial measurement of 2 feet.  Most of the post holes were squarish or rectangular and the posts all 
appeared to be round, i.e. unmilled timber.  The post hole packing fills are sand in various shades of 
yellow, brown and reddish brown.  The largest post hole cut measured around 550mm by 450mm, 
the smallest 310mm by 310mm.  The diameter of the post pipes ranged between 70mm and 210mm 
and the depth of the post pipes between about 200mm and 300mm.   Post hole 4887 may have been a 
recut of 4889 and it is noted that 4899 is slightly out of alignment (Plans 2, 3).  
 
 

Photo 3-24: Phase 2 post holes which constitute the eastern and western wall lines of the early timber structure 
with a large circular feature (5020) in the centre, looking north.  Note the asbestos pipes to the north, 
this area was not subject to excavation due to OH&S reasons, looking north. Scale 1m 

 
 
The western row appears to continue north as there are three more post holes which seem to be in 
line.  These post holes are however much wider spaced and the packing fills all contained building 
debris which means that they were dug after Hassall House was demolished, post-Phase 5.  They are 
therefore placed in Phase 6.  Two of these post holes were recorded as contexts (4861) and (4981).  
There were no signs of any east-west row at the northern end and only a few patches of darker sand 
at the southern end, none of which turned out to be post holes. 
 
As far as the evidence goes the early post holes could be the remains of a kind of simple shelter used 
before the construction of Hassall House.  The absence of demolition debris in this area is especially 
significant as all the post holes were located within the footprint of Hassall House.  If they were dug 
after the demolition of the house the backfill should definitely have contained some traces of cultural 
debris of the previous 80 to 100 years.    
 
The size of the footprint 4.3m by 3.5m (14ft by 11.4ft) does not suggest that this was an extensive 
structure.  The typical convict hut is 12ft by 24ft (3.7m by 7.4m) which is almost twice as long and 
there are ones that are larger.  Therefore this structure is the equivalent of a room of a small timber 
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structure.  While it is possible it may have been part of a larger timber building there is no surviving 
evidence for this.    
 
It is possible the timber structure may have been part of the early house, such as a verandah or a lean 
to.  There is no real stratigraphic evidence to phase it as either Phase 2 or 2.1, although it is more 
logical to place it within Phase 2, based on the evidence of the stone used in the cellar, the brick 
demolition material found within the cellar and the 1870s photo of the house (Section 2, Fig. 2-12, 
Vol. 1).   
 
One issue here is that the construction of a two-storey house with an attic such as the Hassall’s in 
c1804 is unusual.  At this time contemporary buildings were usually single storey, due to the scarcity 
of lime for mortar, and frequently made from timber. Later contemporary nearby houses are 
Harrisford (1823-1829); William Byrnes’ substantial two-storey house and commercial building 
(c1833) on the corner of George and Charles Streets; Brislington (c1821); the stone house at no. 2 
George Street (c1830);170 Perth House (1841); and Red Coats Mess House (1830) (Figs 5-10).  
Rowland Hassall’s grandson observed:   
 

My father had an old-fashioned brick house opposite the school [Harrisford], built by 
Government for his father – I think at the time when he had charge of the colonial cattle-stations, 
then all Government property.  There was a great mulberry-tree in the garden and the largest 
English oaks in the colony were there.  The property comprised about four acres of land.  On a 
Guy Fawkes’ Day, we used to make large bonfires from the dead lemon trees that had formed a 
hedge around it.171 

 
On 26 March 1814 Rowland Hassall was appointed Superintendent of Government Stock, becoming 
manger of the Cowpastures, an important government grazing run.172  In this position he received 
£100 per annum from government and was provided with quarters and a ration for himself.173  It is 
possible that the house in the 1870s photo was built not c1804 but later in 1814, and possibly by the 
government as quarters for his duties as Superintendent of Stock.  This would be during the period of 
Governor Macquarie’s administration but prior to the arrival of John Watts and Francis Greenway 
who were both architects and responsible for a lot of the major building works.  There were houses 
built for government servants at this time, such as the residence for the Colonial Secretary and the 
Judge in Macquarie Place, Sydney.174  These are well known buildings in relation to their 
architectural aspects but it is likely that government was building other houses for its staff by 1814.  
Its more likely that the Hassall House was built after c1804.  We know from Rowland Hassall’s day 
book that he was operating his store by September 1803 (Section 2.4).175  It is possible that this 
timber building was either part of the store or residence of Rowland Hassall prior to the construction 
of the more substantial house c1814.   
 
Reasons for why government may have built this quite large house for Rowland Hassall are that he 
was:  
 

 Superintendent of Government Stock 
 Involved in religious services to the colony 
 Providing assistance to members of the London Missionary Society who are passing through 

Parramatta and Sydney.  
 
Further research may reveal more information on this issue. 

                                                      
170 Casey & Lowe 2006.  
171 Reverend James S Hassall, In Old Australia; Records and reminiscences from 1794, R S Hews, Brisbane, 
1902, pp 18-9. 
172 Col Sec. Reel 6038; SZ758, p. 476.  
173 HRA Vol. *, 1815, 24 June, p. 596; 1817, 1 April, p. 245. 
174 Broadbent 1997.   
175 Hassall Family Papers, Rowland Hassall’s Parramatta Store, 1803-04, 1809-12, ML CY 1213, ZA861, 
ZA862, ZA863. 


