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Results of Archaeological Investigation 
Tempe House and Grounds 

 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Background 
This report documents the results of the fieldwork undertaken on the Tempe House estate.  This 
fieldwork was conducted as a result of development requirements firstly by Interciti @ Arncliffe 
and subsequently by Australand as part of their Discovery Point development.  The fieldwork at 
this stage mainly consisted of testing, including in Spark’s garden area, but also the archaeological 
recording of discrete areas of the site, such as the stables.  Permits were obtained from the then 
Heritage Office (now Heritage Branch of the Department of Planning) to undertake the 
archaeological investigations.  As part of the site, including the house, is listed on the State 
Heritage Register (SHR), the permits included a S60 as well as a S140 approval under the NSW 
Heritage Act 1977.  
 
A number of reports have been completed regarding Tempe House and its heritage resources.  
These include: 

Slotboom, Tempe, Its History, Conservation and Restoration, 1977. 
Anglin Associates, Tempe Estate Conservation Plan, 1988. 
Clive Lucas & Co., Tempe House and St Magdalen’s Retreat, Princes Highway, 

Arncliffe. Report on Heritage Factors, 1989. 
Anglin Associates, Australian Historic Building Survey, Tempe Estate, 1990.   
Kinhill, Environmental Impact Statement New Southern Railway, 1994.  
Sinclair Knight Merz  Stage 1. Contamination Assessment Boral Site, Arncliffe, Final 

Report, for Rail Estate, September 1995.  
HLA-Envirosciences, SHI for works to be conducted within the boundaries of the 

Tempe House PCO Area for the construction of the New Southern Railway, 
April 1996. 

HLA-Envirosciences, Archaeological Test Excavations within the Tempe House PCO 
curtilage area, Dec 1996. 

HLA-Envirosciences, Sandstone Footings, 1997. 
HLA-Envirosciences, Report on Archaeological Monitoring, conducted during 

construction of the New Southern Railway: Heritage Sites, November 1997. 
Sinclair Knight Merz, Wolli Creek Redevelopment Area, Arncliffe, Phase 2 

Contamination Investigation Volume 1 - Report, Rail Estate, December 1999 
(Final Rev 2).  

Sinclair Knight Merz, Wolli Creek Redevelopment Area, Arncliffe, Environmental 
Management and Options Report, Rail Estate, December 1999 (Final Rev 2).  

Tanner & Associates, Conservation Policies and Development Guidelines, Feb. 2000. 
HLA-Envirosciences, Archaeological Assessment of the remains of the Wolli Creek 

Permanent Way Depot, Wolli Creek, February 2000.  
Sinclair Knight Merz, Wolli Creek Site Remediation, Validation Report, State Rail 

Authority, April 2000 (Final).  
Tanner & Associates, Conservation Management Plan, Draft Issue, July 2000. 
Taylor Thompson Whitting, Interciti @ Arncliffe, Site Soil Management and 

Remediation Report, October 2000. 
Casey & Lowe, Archaeological Assessment, Tempe House and Grounds (final), April 

2001. 
Casey & Lowe, Archaeological Management Plan, Tempe House and Grounds, January 

2002. 
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Of the reports cited above, the December 1996 HLA-Envirosciences report regarded test 
excavations carried out within the SHR curtilage in an attempt to locate the line of the Spark-period 
carriageway in the area to be impacted by the new railway.  No sign of the carriageway was found.   
 
Casey & Lowe were originally engaged by Tanner Architects on behalf of Interciti @ Arncliffe, 
and later by Australand to undertake the archaeological testing and subsequent reporting.    
 
 
1.2 Study Area 
The study area is Tempe House and the grounds covered by the SHR curtilage and the adjacent 
areas to the north of Magdalene Terrace and Brodie Spark Drive, east of the Illawarra Railway 
line, south of the Cooks River and west of the Princes Highway (Fig. 1.1).   
 
 
1.3 Proposed Development 
The Discovery Point development includes a ring of residential buildings with a component of 
commercial and retail to the south and west of Tempe House, the building constructed by 
Alexander Brodie Spark in 1836 (Fig. 1.1).  Much of the development is within what were 
extensive garden areas created by Spark.   
 
 
1.4 Report Authorship 
This report was written by Tony Lowe and reviewed by Dr Mary Casey, Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd.  
Details of the test trenches in Spark’s Garden in Area 5 (Section 3.6) are based on a trench by 
Franz Reidel.  Appendix 1, Artefacts, was written by Rowan Ward and Appendix 2, 
Palynological Report, by Dr Mike Macphail. 
 
The excavation teams comprised of Bob Stanton, machine operator; Franz Reidel, excavator and 
planner; Tim Adams, excavator and planner; Glen Suey, excavator; Dianne Gregory, cleaning of 
artefacts. 
 
Cataloguing of the ceramics was carried out by Rowan Ward.  The glass was catalogued by Jeanne 
Harris and Robyn Stocks catalogued the miscellaneous, metals and building materials. 
 
 
1.5 Acknowledgements 
Megan Jones and Scott MacArthur, Tanner Architects.  
Evan Gibbs, Chris Pope and Kara Krason, Australand. 
Natalie Vinton, Heritage Office. 
 
 
1.6 Abbreviations 
HLA  HLA-Envirosciences 
ML  Mitchell Library 
NSR  New Southern Railway 
SKM  Sinclair Knight Merz 
SHR  State Heritage Register 
SLNSW State Library NSW 
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Figure 1: Discovery Point development site (Google Earth).  The State Heritage Register 
Boundary is marked.  Tempe House is arrowed. 
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2.0 Site History 
  
The following has been adapted from the previous reports undertaken by Casey & Lowe. 
 
2.1 Site Description 
Tempe House is a colonial villa on the southern bank of the Cooks River, built in 1836 by the 
architect John Verge for the merchant and businessman Alexander Brodie Spark.  The six-room, 
single-storey house had verandahs on three sides and a cellar.  Outbuildings on the southern side of 
the house included a detached kitchen, nursery and stables.  To the north of the house was a formal 
grassed area running down to the river.  This area also led down to the wharf that provided access 
to the northern side of the river before the river was dammed in 1839.  A turning circle and 
driveway led to the main road.  To the west of the house was an extensive walled or fenced 
garden, and to the east a kind of planned wilderness, centred around the hill that became known as 
Mount Olympus.  Other known outbuildings included: gardener’s cottage, men’s huts, store, 
bakery, laundry, entrance lodge and two bath houses.   
 
The land had originally been part of a grant to George Fieldhouse in 1809.  The land was regranted 
by Macquarie in 1810 to William Packer.  He sold it to Spark in 1826.  Displaying some 
knowledge of Greek classicism, Spark named the property ‘Tempe’ and the adjacent prominent hill 
became known as ‘Mt Olympus’.  The 1828 census records a haycutter, overseer, dairymaid, and 
three servants residing at Tempe, while Spark himself is recorded as living in George Street, 
Sydney. 
 
Up until the construction of Tempe House, when Spark visited his land he stayed in a small 
cottage, described as a ‘picturesque residence’ in 18331, built by Fieldhouse or Packer.  In 1834 he 
commissioned the noted colonial architect John Verge, already the architect of his Ionic-colonnaded 
Tusculum, to design ‘an arcadian villa with strong resemblance to a Greek Temple’ – Tempe 
House was completed in 1836. 
 
 
2.2 Tempe House and its Outbuildings 
There are two main historic plans that show the Spark-period outbuildings - 1841 and 1859.  In 
both these plans the configuration of the outbuildings to the south of Tempe House is more-or-less 
the same.  They show the nursery and kitchen behind the house, a rectangular building to the south 
of the kitchen and the stables off Arncliffe Street (Fig. 2.1, 2.2), all of which appear on the 1930 
aerial photograph (Figs 2.7, 2.8).  This photograph also shows what appear to be the footings of 
another building immediately south of the rectangular building but as this building does not appear 
on the historic plans it is assumed to be a post-Spark, probably institutional, structure. 
 
Overlaying the 1841 plan (Fig. 2.1) onto the modern site indicates that the northern end of the 
rectangular building extends under the fibro guest house (since demolished) with the majority of the 
building further south.  It is not clear whether the sandstone flagging uncovered to the south of the 
guest house during the archaeological testing is associated with the rectangular building or whether 
it relates to an interior or exterior surface, but it does indicate that building remains were present in 
the area. 
 
Most of the buildings on the 1841 plan are named, except for the rectangular building to the south 
of the kitchen.  It is not known what this building was used for.  There has been some comment in 
previous reports that this building was used as a ‘gaol’ for convicts but no sources were cited and 
this usage would seem unlikely so close to the main house.  It was more likely to have been a 
laundry or dairy or other outbuilding associated with the estate. 
                                                           
1 Slotboom, p.14. 
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Figure 2.1: 1841 plan of Tempe House and Grounds. Based on plan in Verge papers, ML, 
SLNSW.  

 
 
It is not known where the original cottage was located.  It is known that it was close to Tempe 
House as Spark’s diary records how, in March 1836, he was kept awake by the cracking of the 
new timbers while he slept in the old cottage.  Other diary references that are relevant are: 

February 1836 - ‘Breaking up and levelling the lawn preparatory to removing the old 
cottage at Tempe’. 
 
April 1836 - ‘Work of demolition begun Tempe, two chimneys thrown down for the sake 
of their materials’. 
 
May 1836 - stones of the old cottage’s verandah removed for reuse. 

 
These references would imply that the rectangular building shown on the 1841 and 1856 plans to 
the south of the present house was not the original cottage as the latter was largely if not totally 
removed to provide materials for the construction of Tempe House.  It is also noted that the 
rectangular building was a building in use in 1841 and that it was still extant at the time of the 1930 
aerial photograph, suggesting that it was not the building demolished in 1836. 
 
In 1841 there were several buildings close to the house: the stables, gardener’s cottage, men’s huts, 
and bath house at the river’s edge (Fig. 2.1).  Sometime after 1844, new stables with groom’s 



 

 

Casey & Lowe                                                                                                                        Archaeological Investigation  
Tempe House & Grounds 

6

quarters were built on the Arncliffe Street alignment, replacing stables burnt down in that year.  
This fire also destroyed other outbuildings.2   
 

 
 
Figure 2.2: Schematic plan showing the Tempe House outbuildings discussed in the text. 
 
 
Spark died in 1856 and his property was sold the following year.  The property was auctioned 
again in 1859, the auction description mentioning ‘11 acres of tastefully laid-out garden, 
shrubbery, and orchard’ and ‘a beautiful lawn in front of the house, and a carriage-drive, with 
lodge, from the main road’. The house is described as: 

A beautiful stone built villa, having 6 spacious rooms, hall, wide verandahs, pantry, 
closets, and cellars.  The out offices, which are detached and very extensive, consist of 
large kitchen, laundry, store, bakery, stables, and other buildings.3 
 

According to the advertisement the garden, ‘originally made at enormous cost [and] beautifully laid 
out’, with its mix of native and imported trees, shrubs and ‘rare plants’ was unique among the 
colony’s private gardens.  A proposed subdivision plan of the estate dating to 1859 shows many of 
the same buildings as on the 1841 plan as well as remnants of the garden (Fig. 2.3).   
 
Between 1863-1865 the house was leased by Caroline Chisholm as an educational establishment for 
young women before reverting back to a residence. 
 
In 1885 the property was sold to the Sisters of the Good Samaritan and became known as St 
Magdalen’s Refuge or The Retreat (Fig. 2.4).  In c1886 a two-storey L-shaped accommodation 
building was erected at the rear of Tempe House, with a single-storey laundry at right angles.  The 
                                                           
2 Anglin Associates, Conservation Plan, p.13. 
3 Slotboom, p.45. 
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first women were admitted in 1887 and the chapel was completed in 1888.  From 1888 brick 
dormitory buildings and a laundry were constructed and further extensions were undertaken in 
1894.  Other buildings were erected up until the 1970s. 
 

 

Figure 2.3: Subdivision plan of Tempe Estate in 1859 on which the names of the new owners of 
parts of the estate were identified.  This plan shows some variation in the range of buildings 
and the position of the carriage loop to the 1841 plan but the general layout of the grounds 
is consistent. Reuss & Browne, 1859 subdivision Plan of the Tempe Estate, ML ZM2 
811.1851/1859/2. 

 
 
The aim of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan was to provide accommodation to for up to 40 ‘fallen 
women’ for two or more years.  They worked in the laundry in an attempt to redeem their lives.  
‘If they behaved well the Sisters provided them with an outfit, a character (reference) and found 
them a situation’.4  By 1900 there were 108 girls and women working at Tempe.  The Sisters of the 
Good Samaritan continued to use the place for many years.  In 1944-45 its functions changed 

                                                           
4 Slotboom p.62. 
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somewhat.  By then it accommodated 55 girls on committal from the Courts or on voluntary 
referral and the aim changed to social rehabilitation and education.5  
 
Anglin and Associates observed:   

the immediate purposes of such places…was to produce morally upstanding and 
‘industrious’ citizens who could take their place in colonial society without threatening 
the social order.  Religious charitable institutions, especially Catholic groups, added 
another dimension to the objectives of such places by installing a belief in the 
redemption through penitence.  The history of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan lies 
within this tradition well into the twentieth century.6   

 
The ‘Regulations for the General Government of the Institution’ observed: 

among the many unhappy Females who, under the influence of want or of other causes 
seek in a life of sin to gain the means of subsistence, experience convinces us that 
there are numbers of individuals, who are disposed to reform.  Whilst remaining in 
their ordinary haunts exposed to the influence of example and under the immediate 
pressure of want, very great obstacles are in their way. This institution has been 
founded for the purposes of offering to the female who wishes to renounce her evil 
habits, a place of retirement.7   

 
The buildings associated with the Sisters of the Good Samaritan, except the chapel and iron shed, 
were demolished in 1989 following the sale of the property to Qantek, a subsidiary of Qantas.8   
 
The western part of the study area was truncated by the construction of the Illawarra Line.  The 
area between the Illawarra line and the institutional buildings belonging to the Sisters of the Good 
Samaritan, and north of Lusty Street, was mostly used for industrial purposes.  In 1908 the NSW 
government established a Permanent Way (per-way) Depot for the Sydney Tramway system (Fig. 
2.3).  The tramway’s use of the site continued until 1957.  Sometime shortly after this Boral 
established an asphalt batching plant on the site.  This appears to have removed all the tramway-
related buildings and involved filling the tramway area with at least a metre of fill in some areas.9   
 
In 1996/97 the New Southern Railway (NSR) line was excavated through the northwestern part of 
the study area as well as the construction of Wolli Creek station.  The rail tunnel was built with a 
cut and cover technique which was 15 m wide and 13 m deep.  The area adjacent to and east of the 
Telstra easement was used for construction purposes associated with the NSR.  Part of the NSR 
tunnel was within the SHR curtilage of Tempe House.  The Boral site was decontaminated in early 
2000 and resulted in the discovery of buried tram lines associated with the permanent way.10  Boral 
appears to have buried the permanent way to make the site suitable for their new use of the area.  
In early 2000, parts of the site with high levels of contamination, mostly caused by the batching 
plant, were remediated.   
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
5 Slotboom p.70.  
6 Anglin 1988, p.35. 
7 Quoted in Anglin & Associates 1988, p.36.  
8 Tanner & Associates, Conservation Management Plan (draft), July 2000, p.17-18. 
9 HLA-Envirosciences November 1997.  
10 HLA-Envirosciences November 1997; Taylor Thompson Whitting, October 2000.  
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Figure 2.4: Plan of Tempe House (arrowed) and St Magdalene’s Retreat buildings.  Based on 
1980s plan. 
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2.3 Archaeological Phases 
Phase 1 
The site will retain archaeological remains dating to at least the late 1820s when it is recorded that 
Spark had employees working on the property.  Spark himself first lived in a cottage already built 
on the property, presumably by Fieldhouse in 1809 or Packer after 1810.  This house is likely to 
have been occupied from the time of its construction.   
 
Phase 2 
The main period of archaeological potential is seen as connected with Tempe House, built in 1836.  
This phase contains remains to the south, west and north of the house and includes outbuildings and 
garden elements.  These remains include stables (2), store, bakery, laundry, accommodation for 
staff and convicts, extensive garden areas and features, pathways and carriageways.   
 
Phase 3 
Residential occupations of the house, after Spark’s death in 1856, by various people who may have 
created archaeological deposits but undertook little alteration to the buildings.  These include 
Caroline Chisholm and her school and other occupants until the purchase of the property by the 
Sisters of the Good Samaritan in 1885.  It is not considered likely that archaeological evidence will 
be able to be specifically associated with Caroline Chisholm due to the limited timeframe of her use 
of this site.   
 
Phase 4 
Occupation of this property by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan who built extensive 
accommodation and laundry buildings (1885-1970s).   
 
Phase 5 
Use of parts of the western side of the site (Areas 6 and 7) as part of the Sydney Tramways depot.   
 
Phase 6 
Use of the western side of the site (Areas 6 and 7) by Boral as an asphalt batching plant.  The 
remains of this plant and the tramway were remediated in February 2000.  
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Figure 2.5: Plan of Wolli Creek 
permanent way depot showing the 
layout of buildings and tram tracks 
to the west of the Telstra easement. 
The area to the north of Arncliffe 
Street (thick black line) is within the 
study area. The eastern boundary of 
the depot was formed by the Telstra 
easement. HLA Nov. 2000.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2.4 Historic Illustrations 
Historic plans provide important information about the development of the property and the nature 
and location of buildings and structures within it.  The earliest plan to show the property in detail is 
a copy of a survey undertaken in 1841 (Fig. 2.1).  This plan illustrates the extent of improvements 
on the property, with Tempe House itself, and the kitchen, nursery and aviary, rabbit yard to the 
south of the house; ‘mound covered with trees’ and bathing house to the west; driveway, lawn, 
pond and wharf to the north; and walled garden, pine house, gardener’s cottage and men’s huts to 
the southwest. 
 
An overlay of the 1841 plan onto the current site layout indicates the markedly different 
carriageway route on the northern side of the house and shows the probable location of the pond, 
the rabbit yard and aviary adjacent to the nursery, a structure to the south of the kitchen, and the 
stables (Fig. 2.6).   
 
An 1859 subdivision plan has Tempe House, outbuildings and garden wall within the current street 
alignment (Fig. 2.3).  This plan shows additional structures within the area behind the house, a 
small structure to the south of the nursery building, a small offset in the eastern line of the garden 
wall, a fence associated with the stables building and a small structure located along the northern 
part of this fence line.  There was a small structure across the road, to the south of Arncliffe Street 
and outside the study area.  This structure was also visible on the overlay of the 1841 plan.  The 
southwest corner of the stables projects into the roadway and explains the kink in the current 
alignment of Arncliffe Street.  The position of the gardener’s cottage and pine house buildings are 
shown by this plan to be located within the current study area and confirms the approximate 
location of the site of these building from the overlay of the 1841 plan (Fig. 2.6).  The 1859 plan 

Telstra Easement 
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does not show the men’s huts which suggests that they were probably demolished by this stage as 
there were no convicts around and the Sparks could not afford labour for the gardens which they 
were working themselves during the 1850s following Spark’s insolvency.  The demolition of the 
men’s huts may be the result of the ‘general neglect of the buildings and grounds’ suggested in 
Anglin.11  
 
The northern lawn looks different with the carriage loop shown to be much smaller than depicted in 
1841, nor is there any path off the loop leading into the garden as illustrated in the SHR curtilage 
plan.  The 1859 plan shows a roadway leading off the loop to the wharf on Cooks River in the 
northwestern area.  In contrast to the 1841 plan the loop on the 1859 plan does not appear to come 
back around to the stables although there should be road access to the loop from the stables.  
Perhaps the new alignment of the streets simplified road access to the stables and circumvented the 
need for the loop although the general location of the southern part of the loop did provide a 
modern driveway access during the use of the site by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan.  It is likely 
that in the southern area near the stables the remains of the early carriage loop was aligned under 
the extant bitumen drive.   
 
A later plan shows the property, when it was owned by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan, with its 
extensive dormitory and laundry complex (Fig. 2.4).  Much of this overlies elements of Spark’s 
garden in the southwestern area.  It is likely that garden structures were demolished for the 
construction of the institutional buildings in the 1880s.  A 1930 aerial photograph shows the 
various elements that make up the study area in the early twentieth century when many of the 
buildings were still standing (Figs 2.7, 2.8).  The 1930 curtilage of the institutional buildings 
belonging to the Sisters of the Good Samaritan was defined by the Telstra easement to the west and 
northwest, by Cooks River to the north, the old line of the Princes Highway (then called Rocky 
Point Road) to the east and along the southern boundary by the streets now called Lusty and 
Arncliffe Streets.  The 1844 rebuilt stables and another early building (sometimes referred to as the 
‘gaol house’) at the rear of the kitchen were extant in 1930.  The Sydney Tramways permanent 
way depot was situated to the west of the Telstra easement (Fig. 2.5).   
 
 
 

                                                           
11 Anglin 1989:31. 
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Figure 2.6: 1841 plan overlaid with the development outline, Telstra easement, line of NSR, 

stormwater line and SHR boundary. 
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Figure 2.7: Aerial photograph of study area, 1930.  The house is arrowed.  ML. 
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Figure 2.8: Detail from Figure 2.7 showing Tempe House (arrowed) and outbuildings and St 
Magdalen’s Retreat buildings (left) and the tramways permanent depot (top left).  Note 
sparse vegetation on Mount Olympus.  ML. 
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2.5 Assessment of Archaeological Potential 
The archaeological assessment of the Tempe House estate divided the property into seven main 
areas (Fig. 2.9): 

Area 1: Tempe House. 
Area 2: Kitchen and outbuildings to south of the house. 
Area 3: The garden area to the east of the house. 
Area 4: The garden area to the north of the house. 
Area 5: The institutional buildings to the west of the house, also includes remains of phase 

1 kitchen garden.  
Area 6: Area to the west of the Telstra easement and south of New Southern Railway and 

Wolli Creek Station.   
Area 7: Area to the west of the Telstra easement and north of New Southern Railway and 

Wolli Creek Station.   
 

 
Figure 2.9: Plan of Tempe House and grounds showing various identified areas. 
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Area 1: Tempe House 
While most of the joinery in the house is the original cedar, most of floors have been replaced.  
According to the Tanner & Associates’ inspection schedules only the two southern rooms (Rooms 
10-12) retain their original flooring.  The cellar is situated under these rooms and the connecting 
hallway.  The cellar floor is stone flagged.  According to Slotboom there is a stone-lined cistern 
under the rear of the centre hall.12 
 
The sub-floor area of the house was thought likely to retain general debris associated with the 
house’s construction and occupation, although the provision of new flooring and piers under the 
majority of the rooms may have led to these spaces being cut down to increase sub-floor 
ventilation.  An access trench cut into the sub-floor area under the central hallway will have 
disturbed archaeological remains in this part of the house.13 
 
Generally it was considered that areas of the house’s underfloor areas may still have retained 
evidence of the original ground levels and soil profile, as well as cultural debris, such as underfloor 
deposits but this was not the case on inspection.   
 
 
Area 2: Kitchen and outbuildings to south of the house 
The kitchen has a concrete floor under which is probably the original stone flagging.  Earlier 
surfaces are possible, however, as are artefacts and markings on the flagging left by kitchen fittings 
and furniture.  Other than the kitchen and nursery, there were other structures such as Spark’s 
aviary and rabbit yard and there was a rectangular structure on the terrace to the south of the 
kitchen, referred to by Slotboom as stone built and a ‘jailhouse’.14  A later structure was apparently 
built on the site.  The stables were rebuilt in 1844 to replace a burnt earlier structure.  The original 
cottage (pre-1828) is thought to be in the vicinity of the house. 
 
Area 2 was considered to have a high level of archaeological potential and remains of the stables 
and the rectangular outbuilding to the south of the kitchen were excavated. 

                                                           
12 Slotboom, p.138, ‘Stone water storage well under centre hall’. 
13 The underfloor spaces in the front rooms appear to have been lowered, the spoil potentially being the source 
of spoil filling the cellar to a depth of about 500mm (pers. com. Scott MacArthur, Tanner & Associates). 
14 Slotboom, p.100. 
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Figure 2.10: View to northeast behind Tempe House, looking towards Mount Olympus, with the rear 

part of the kitchen at left and a fibro residential flat in centre (Area 2).  The site of the 
excavated outbuilding overlapped that of the fibro structure.  In the foreground is a bitumen 
yard surface.  March 2000. 

 
 
Area 3: The garden area to the east of the house 
The Mount Olympus area was thought to retain walling and pathways dating from the nineteenth 
century.  While the nature of the possible remains was regarded as being limited, the area was 
considered to have a high level of archaeological potential, mainly for landscaping features.  No 
works which exposed such features was undertaken. 
 
 
Area 4: The garden area to the north of the house 
Remains in this area would include traces of the original driveway surfacing and edging, remains 
of the pond, the original land surface and elements of earlier garden design and features (Fig. 2.9).   
 
Archaeological testing was undertaken to locate Tempe House’s carriageway on the northern and 
southern sides of the fence, with varying success.15  Area 4, aside from the areas impacted by the 
railway works, was considered to have a high level of archaeological potential.  
 
 

                                                           
15 HLA-Envirosciences, Dec. 1996. 
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Figure 2.11: Tempe House (Area 1) and part of grounds to the northwest, Area 4.  March 2002. 
 
 
Area 5: The institutional buildings to the south and west of the house 
In 2000, this area showed clear evidence for the survival of cement yard surfaces and wall footings 
associated with the institutional buildings as well as part of a perimeter wall (Fig. 2.12).  The 
demolition of these buildings appeared to have had minimal sub-surface impact.  Archaeological 
testing of the area in 2001 confirmed the anticipated structural remains of the yard areas and 
footings of the institutional buildings but did not locate any cultural deposits.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.12: View to west over the remains of the institutional buildings.  The grassed area (Area 5) 

covers footings and a small Institutional-period courtyard area.  The cement yard surface in the 
middle ground is the remains of the later yard area (Fig. 2.13).  March 2002. 
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Figure 2.13: View to southwest showing the cement yard surface, a derelict fibro structure and more 

recent perimeter wall, Area 5.  March 2002. 
 
 
Based on the evidence of 1841 and 1859 plans, some testing was carried out to look for structures, 
features and associated with Spark’s garden.   It was thought that if the garden wall was brick or 
timber palings, its line footings should be able to be recovered under the ground floor rooms of the 
institutional buildings, as either brick footings or rows of postholes.  Similarly, the trellis walk 
would most likely consist of a timber construction with a gravel path and possibly brick drains.  
Soil deposits might contain pollen which would reveal what was grown in the garden.   
 
Area 5 was considered to have a medium to high level of archaeological potential and this was 
borne out by the results of the testing carried out. 
 
 
Area 6: Area to the west of the Telstra easement and south of New Southern Railway and 
Wolli Creek Station and west of Illawarra rail line.   
This area was outside the grounds of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan and therefore contained no 
remains associated with this phase of occupation (Figs. 2.14).   During the period of use of the 
adjacent land by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan this site was occupied initially by the Sydney 
Tramways permanent way depot and then from c. 1957 by Boral as an asphalt batching plant, with 
subsequent remediation. 
 
Sites connected to Spark’s Garden including those of the gardener’s cottage and the pine house 
were not in the main areas of remediation and it is possible that some evidence associated with 
them may survive.  Access to test this area was limited due to existing buildings.  
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Figure 2.14: View to north over Area 6. The railway line is the mounded area to the left. The 
roadway in the foreground is a road leading into Wolli Creek station.  March 2002. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.15: View to southwest adjacent to Wolli Creek station showing station buildings and 
earthworks associated with road and parking area construction in association with the Wolli 
Creek station.  March 2002. 
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Figure 2.16: Southern part of Area 7 with railway buildings to the south, March 2002.  Much of 
this area was remediated in early 2000.  
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Figure 2.17: Plan showing extent of remains of the Institutional Buildings and the Gardener’s 
Cottage and Pine House (arrowed) compared to remediated areas (shown hatched).  
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Area 7: Area to the west of the Telstra easement and north of New Southern Railway and 
Wolli Creek Station.   
This area has only limited archaeological potential to contain remains associated with the Spark 
period of occupation, including the wharf on Cooks River (Fig. 2.17).  The ground levels have 
been considerably raised though extensive filling in this area, much of it in the 1940s when playing 
grounds were created.   
 
Any remains of the wharf would likely consist of little than decayed timber piles and these would 
have limited research potential and low fabric integrity.  Area 7 is considered to have a limited and 
low level of archaeological potential and no archaeological testing was undertaken in this area. 
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3.0 Archaeological Investigation 
 
3.1 Archaeological Testing 
Archaeological testing was conducted in several of the areas from 2000 (with the results reported in 
Casey & Lowe, Archaeological Management Plan, 2002).  Areas tested included the stables and 
Area 2 and Spark’s garden in Area 6 (Fig. 3.1, 3.2) and was followed up by formal archaeological 
investigation and recording between 2002 and 2005. 
 

 
Figure 3.1: Layout of areas and known archaeological features and sites. 
 
 

Area 1: Tempe House. 
Area 2: Kitchen and outbuildings to south of the house. 
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Area 3: The garden area to the east of the house. 
Area 4: The garden area to the north of the house. 
Area 5: The institutional buildings to the west of the house, also includes remains of Phase 

1 kitchen garden.  
Area 6: Area to the west of the Telstra easement and south of New Southern Railway and 

Wolli Creek Station.   
Area 7: Area to the west of the Telstra easement and north of New Southern Railway and 

Wolli Creek Station.   
 
 

 
Figure 3.2: Plan showing locations of test trenches (shown in grey) in Areas 1, 4 and 5. 
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3.2 Area 1 
This includes the main house and its immediate outbuildings to the south, the kitchen and nursery.  
Examination of the cellar and underfloor areas of the house showed no archaeological deposits or 
features.  The underfloor areas appeared to have been cut down, perhaps at the time when floors 
were replaced or to increase subfloor ventilation.  No items were recorded in works that affected 
the kitchen and nursery buildings although these works did not involve extensive intervention into 
the subfloor levels, meaning that archaeological deposits may survive within these buildings’ 
footprints.   
 
Two features were found attached to the northern side of the nursery (Fig. 3.3).  These are 
interpreted as the bases of two ovens but their function was not clearly established.  They are 
believed to date to the Spark-period use of the property. 
 

 
Figure 3.4: Detail of features, looking towards nursery (2004).  Scale 1m. 
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Kitchen

Tempe  
House 

Figure 3.3: Plan of features on northern side of nursery.  (Plan: Tim Adams). 
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3.3 Area 2 
The remains in Area 2, the land to the south of the house, included the sites of the stables, an 
outbuilding and a well.  These features were recorded in detail. 
 
3.3.1 Stables 
The site of the original stables was truncated by the widening of Arncliffe Street in the twentieth 
century but the majority of the site was within the current land area.  Prior to the construction of 
the building in this area, and subsequent to initial testing, the remains of the stables were 
archaeologically exposed and recorded (in April 2002).   
 
The stables were built by Spark, had burnt down in 1844 and were replaced by a new stables 
building with groom’s quarters in the same year.  The 1841 plan shows the stables connected to the 
turning circle on the northern side of the house by a curved drive (Fig. 2.1).   
 
The original stables was a three-roomed sandstock-brick structure.  The northern room showed 
evidence of a timber floor with central drain which led to a brick tank on the northern side of the 
room.  This floor was later replaced by machine-made brick paving.  The central room was divided 
into two stalls.  The floor of these stalls was replaced by concrete slabs in 1920 (date inscribed in a 
slab), probably so they could be used to garage motor vehicles.  Additional rooms and roughly 
brick-paved areas were added around the original rooms (Figs 3.5 - 3.13).  Three sandstone bases 
from  
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.5:  Stables, looking southwest towards Arncliffe Street, Phase 1 (last phase).  April 2002.  
The stable bays have been filled with machine-made brick. 
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Figure 3:6:  Stables, looking north to rear of Tempe House, Phase 1.  April 2002.  Bedrock is 
exposed in the foreground with concrete floors in the later motor vehicle bays.  The 
concrete ramp at top left covered earlier sandstone flagging. 
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Figure 3.7:  Stables, Phase 2, view to south.  April 2002.  A combination of concrete and 
machine-made brick flooring is visible, with sandstone flagging to right exposed after the 
removal of the later concrete ramp.  

 
 
 

Figure 3.8:  Stables, Phase 2, view to south.  April 2002.  The sandstone flagging in the 
foreground had been buried under a later concrete ramp. 
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Figure 3.9:  Stables, Phase 3 (earliest phase), looking southeast.  April 2002.  Note height of 
standing walls after removal of later brick and concrete floors and drain in foreground. 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.10:  Stables, Phase 3, looking north. April 2002. 
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Figure 3.11: Tempe House stables, Phase 1 (last phase). 
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Figure 3.12: Tempe House stables, Phase 2. 
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Figure 3.13: Tempe House stables, Phase 3 (earliest phase). 
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3.3.2 Area 2 Outbuilding 
The outbuilding to the south of the kitchen (Fig. 3.1) was partially under the old fibro guest house 
building (Fig. 2.11).  It was a sandstone-floored building with three doorways (Figs 3.14 – 3.16).  
Like the stables it had survived at least until the 1930s when it appears on the aerial photograph 
(Fig. 2.8) but there was no physical or artefactual evidence of what its original use might have 
been although it is assumed to have served as a laundry. 

     Figure 3.14:  Outbuilding, looking north towards the rear of Tempe House.  April 2002. 
  

 
 

Figure. 3.15:  The site of the outbuilding looking south.  April 2002. 
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Figure 3.16: Tempe House outbuilding. 
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3.3.3 Well 
A well back filled with artefacts from the Institutional period of the estate’s use was recorded in 
Area 2 (Fig. 3.17).16  Constructed of inwardly faced stonework and 1.5m in diameter (Fig. 3.18), 
it was excavated to a depth of approximately 1m.  A sandstock brick-capped iron U-shaped pipe 
ran into it from the east (Fig. 3.19), presumably collecting rainwater from a nearby structure, 
probably the outbuilding reported in Section 3.3.2 above.   
 
The artefacts excavated from the well, all from the Institutional phase of the estate, were subject to 
a detailed analysis (Appendix 1).  The well was reduced in level by approximately 1m and the 
remainder left intact within the new landscape design. 
 

 
Figure 3.17: Excavation of well with chapel in background, looking northwest.  Dec. 2005. 
 

                                                           
16 Its location is more accurately in Area 5 (Institutional) but has been considered here as likely to have been 
built during the initial, Spark family’s, use of the property.  The recovered artefacts were from the Institutional 
phase. 
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Figure 3.18: Detail of well.  Scale 1m.  Dec. 2005. 

 
Figure 3.19: Plan and location of well. 
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Figure 3.20: Plan of Tempe House and grounds showing various identified areas. 
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3.4 Area 3 
A feature to the east of the kitchen at the top of the stone stairs was investigated (Fig. 3.21).  
Although only partially excavated, it was partially cut into bedrock, with other sides built with 
sandstone blocks.  It is assumed to be a toilet feature.  No artefacts were recovered from the small 
section that was excavated. 
 
No other archaeological features were recorded in Area 3. 
 

 
Figure 3.21: Stone feature at top of stairs on eastern side of kitchen, looking west.  Nov. 2004. 
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Figure 3.22: Stone feature in Area 3, looking east.  Nov. 2004.   
 

 
Figure 3.23: Detail of stone feature in Area 3, looking south.  Nov. 2004. 
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 3.5 Area 4 
 
3.5.1 Turning Circle 
Test trenches were placed across the turning circle on the northern side of the house in an attempt 
to record evidence for the previous alignment or alignments, the earlier routes extending to the 
north and west of the present one (Fig. 3.1).  Evidence for an earlier surfacing and brick edging 
were located (Fig. 3.24). The brick edging, however, was of machine-made brick, indicating the 
alignment recorded was an intermediate rather than the earliest one.  The location of this earlier 
driveway is somewhat to the east of the one shown on the 1840s and 1850s plans (Fig. 3.1). 
 
The earlier driveway had been created from bands of red lateritic sand placed over a compacted 
layer of compacted crushed sandstone (Fig. 3.25, 3.26), which formed the roadbase.  The 
alignment of this road surface and its brick edging was slightly different from that of the later road 
(Figs 3.24, 3.27). 
 

 
Figure 3.24: Detail of driveway with earlier surfacing and brick edging under. Scale 1m.  August 

2005.  



 

 

Casey & Lowe                                                                                                                        Archaeological Investigation  
Tempe House & Grounds 

44

 
Figure 3.25:  Detail of section through older driveway (see Fig. 3.27).  Scale 1m.  Aug. 2005. 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3.26: Section through earlier line of driveway. 
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Figure 3.27: Plan of earlier driveway alignment.  The later surface is indicated by the concrete 

slabs bordered by the concrete kerb. 
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3.5.2 Pond 
A pond is indicated adjacent to the turning circle driveway on the 1841 plan (Fig. 3.1).  Having 
been tested during the initial testing phase, it was not further investigated.  Apart from layers of 
gravel and waterlaid strata, no structural features were found. 
 
 
3.5.3 Stormwater Easement 
The excavation of a stormwater line (Fig. 3.1) was monitored (Fig. 3.28).  No archaeological 
features were observed. 
 

 
Figure 3.28: Excavation of stormwater trench, looking south.  Oct. 2005. 
 
 
3.6 Area 5 
 
3.6.1 Introduction 
Test trenches in Area 5 (Fig. 3.29) were excavated to look for remains of known structures within 
Spark’s Garden like the east-west running trellis walk, the southern wall of the gardens and 
remains of the institutional building of St. Magdalen’s refuge as well as to gain an insight into 
general garden activities.17      
 
 
3.6.2 Test Trench 1 (Spark’s Garden) 
This trench was divided into two (north and south; Fig. 3.29) and was opened near the church 
building to look for evidence of garden beds and rubbish deposits associated with the gardens and 
the occupation of the house and institutional buildings. 
 

                                                           
17 The trenches were excavated from test area 3 to test area 1.  This summary is taken from original reporting 
by Franz Reidel. 
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Southern trench 
This trench was located about 7m west of the church, measured roughly 10m x 13m and was 
oriented north-south (Fig. 3.30). After the removal of about 200mm to 300mm of modern clay 
levelling fill and another 150mm of most likely introduced topsoil, natural yellowish brown sand 
was reached in the east and white sand in the west of the trench.  There were several features 
visible at this level.  These included a rubbish pit associated with the twentieth-century institutional 
buildings, some garden beds, mainly in the northwest corner of the trench, as well as several other 
soil features.  The twentieth-century pit (context 4754) was irregularly shaped and measured up to 
4m in diameter.  A 450mm wide slot through the centre was excavated to a depth of about 450mm.  
The bottom of the pit was not reached.  The fill (context 4751) consisted of dark brown sand and 
boiler ash.  The glass and ceramic fragments within this deposit appeared to be from the mid to late 
twentieth century.  A 400mm deeper machine sounding at the edge of the pit showed that there was 
a band of topsoil under the fill layer which appeared to be washed into the pit before refilling with 
rubbish took place (see Section 1 – Fig. 3.31).   
 
Two circular pits of about 1.5m diameter were uncovered in the east and in the north of the trench.  
The feature (context 4753) on the north edge was half sectioned.  It was about 350mm deep with 
almost straight sides.  The fill (context 4752) consisted of red compacted clayey sand and contained 
a few pieces of butchered bone, a couple of pieces of pottery and one piece of silcrete.  The fill 
was highly stained (soil sample No. 16).18  A circular feature (context 4756), measuring 1.1m in 
diameter, similar to the two in Test Area 2 was located in the southwest corner of the trench.  It 
was also half sectioned revealing vertical sides and a depth of about 150mm.  The fill in this case 
(context 4755) consisted of brown loamy sand.  Although there were no obvious clues to these 
round pits it can be assumed that they were either dug to accommodate or to remove bushes or 
trees.  Several other smaller cuts in this trench with varying fills were also present within the 
trench.  Two of those features (context 4758) along the west edge contained fills of brown grey 
sandy clay with yellow clay inclusions and some iron stone gravel.  One of them was excavated 
revealing a conical shape and a depth of about 130mm at the centre.  A soil sample (No. 17) was 
taken from the second one but there was no evidence for the features’ use. 
 
Contexts 
4751 – Mid to late 20th-century rubbish deposit from Institutional period. 
4752 – Result of tree planting? 
4753 – Cut for 4752 
4754 – Cut for 4751 
4755 – Fill for planting? 
4756 – Cut for 4755 
4757 – Fill of one of two garden features? 
4758 – Cut for 4757 
4759 – Fill of garden beds (8), Spark’s Garden 
4760 – Cuts for 4759, long rectangular cuts with flat bottoms and vertical sides. 
 

                                                           
18 See Appendix 2 for the report on the soil analysis.  The samples taken from the garden area, samples 13, 15, 
17 and 20 were analysed, but did not produce any evidence for the documented plantings. 
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Figure 3.29: Location of trenches in Area 5, Spark’s Garden. 
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Figure 3.30: Plan of southern trench in Test Trench 1, Area 5. 
 
 
Seven garden beds (all cuts Context 4760) could be identified at the west edge of the trench.  All 
except one were in the northwest corner.  Two of them were only visible through what appeared to 
be very regular spade marks indicating a width of around 500mm.  Of the other five, four could be 
clearly defined as long and shallow, up to 90mm deep, rectangular cuts immediately next to each 
other.  These were numbered Bed 1 to Bed 4.  Their orientation was roughly east-west and their 
widths also around 500mm.  Their length was unclear but one of them extended for at least four 
metres.  The fill consisted of brown sand.  Soil Samples No. 9, 10, 18 and 19 were taken from the 
four numbered beds.   
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Figure 3.31: Sections through soil deposits in Area 5. 
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Test Trench 1 - Northern trench 
This trench was opened about 10m north to northwest of the southern trench to see if more of the 
garden beds would be present.  The location of the trench was restricted by a large tree to the north 
and a large spoil heap to the northwest.  The trench measured about 10m by 5m and was oriented 
north-south with a depth of about 500mm (Fig. 3.32).  Another four garden beds (Bed 5 to Bed 8) 
could be identified in the south end of the trench.  They were approximately 500mm wide each and 
about 200mm to 250mm apart from each other which making them more generously spaced than 
the beds in the southern trench.  As the beds in the southern trench they contained a fill (Context 
4759) of brown sand.  Soil Samples No. 12 to 15 were taken from the four beds.  The natural sand 
was mottled in a mixture of brown, white and yellow.  There was also a feature running diagonally 
through the northern half of the trench.  It was about 600mm wide without clear outlines and 
appeared to be about 500mm deep.  The fill consisted of yellow mottled clayey sand.  Soil sample 
No. 11 was taken from the fill.  A machine sounding in the southwest corner revealed yellowish 
white natural sand.  It was lowered to about 400mm below the level of the garden beds. 
 
As detailed in Appendix 2, the soil sampling was “unsuccessful to the extent that none of the fossil 
microfloras confirmed the archaeological or documentary evidence”. 
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Figure 3.32: Plan of northern trench in Test Trench 1. 
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3.6.3 Test Trench 2 (early institutional buildings, St. Magdalen’s Refuge) 
The trench in this area was a northern continuation of the trench in Test Area 3 (Fig. 3.33).  It was 
about 40m long and up to 3.5m wide and its aim was to uncover evidence of the early institutional 
buildings and remains of Spark’s Garden.  In roughly the centre of the trench a structure consisting 
of two joined parallel parts was uncovered running roughly-east west across the trench.  The south 
part which would have been the original west wing of the institutional building consisted of two 
footings, each 450mm wide, made of machine-made clay bricks and cement mortar, measuring 7m 
centre to centre.  There was also an internal footing in the same orientation and of the same fabric, 
but only 230mm to 350mm wide.  The distance from the south wall was about 2.1m centre to 
centre.  There was only dark brown sand in the space between the south and the internal wall.  
Between the internal and the northern clay brick wall was an even layer or base of crushed 
sandstone consolidated with cement.  There was a cut about 2.5m wide through the centre of this 
base.  To the north of the original north wall were what appear to be later additions, namely 
concrete surfaces, which were enclosed in the north by a 230mm wide machine-made brick wall.  
To the north of this wall, at a level about 900mm lower, were two circular soil features, cut into 
the yellow natural sand.  They were 900mm in diameter and 3.5m apart and filled with brown and 
yellow sand and they both contained a patch of boiler ash.  Another circular feature of the same 
kind was found in Test Area 1.  Soil samples No. 6 to 8 were taken in this test area. 
 
No substantive remains of the Institutional buildings were recorded.  Apart from the buildings’ 
footings, they were seen to have a low level of archaeological potential.  A cistern was located in 
what would have been the central courtyard of the Institutional complex built by the Sisters of the 
Good Samaritan from 1885.  The Sisters built extensive accommodation and laundry buildings 
from this time.  It is likely that the cistern provided water storage for the industrial laundries.  An 
inspection showed a large, originally beehive-shaped cistern.  The bricks from the cistern were 
extruded wire-cut clay bricks, without a frog.  The cistern was full of water when exposed, the top 
being sealed by corrugated iron sheeting capped by concrete.  At the time of inspection most of the 
water had been pumped out, exposing debris in the bottom of the cistern.  The base of the cistern 
was not visible. 
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Figure 3.33: Plan of Test Trench 2, Area 5.  The northern half of the trench is at left. 



 

 

Casey & Lowe                                                                                                                        Archaeological Investigation  
Tempe House & Grounds 

55

3.6.4 Test Trench 3 (Spark’s Garden, trellis walk, southern wall of garden) 
The trench in this part of the site started in the concreted area at the far south of the site close to 
the Lusty Ave boundary and ran north.  It was dug to establish if parts of the trellis walk and the 
southern wall of Spark’s garden still remained in situ.  The trench was about 20m long (Figs 3.29, 
3.34), then kinked slightly towards the east into what is described as Test Area 2.  The width of the 
trench was roughly 3.5m.  After the removal of the concrete slab and up to 400mm of black gravel 
and sand mixed with boiler ash, the only possible feature found, apart from a north-south running 
trench for a terracotta pipe along the east edge, was a deposit with a straight edge running 
diagonally, southwest to northeast, through the trench starting about 23.5m from the south edge 
(Fig. 3.34).  This deposit sat in dark brown sandy topsoil in the north and over reddish clayey sand 
with a few spots of grey clay in the south.  It was up to 2.5m wide and consisted of about 100mm 
thickness of mainly crushed sandstone with patches of shale and pinkish clay.  The reddish clayey 
sand appeared to gradually change into dark brown sandy topsoil towards the south end of the 
trench.  The crushed sandstone could have been a base for a path but its orientation did not match 
the more or less east-west running trellis walk.  There was light grey natural sand gradually 
changing to brown sand under the topsoil and the later deposits.  These levels were exposed in a 
1.2m deep machine sounding in the southwest corner of the trench (see Section 2).  Five soil 
samples (No. 1 to 5) were taken in Test Area 3, two of them from the layers in Section 2. 
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Figure 3.34: Plan of Test Trench 3. 
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3.7 Area 6 
No additional work has been undertaken in Area 6 other than the two test pits dug during the initial 
testing program (see results in Archaeological Management Plan).  The northern hole was 
positioned in an area to the east of the likely location of the structure labelled ‘pine house’ on the 
1841 plan.  The soil profile was 150mm modern landscaping fill, over 450mm compacted clay, 
over 800mm mixed fill with rubble sandstone and concrete.  This 1400mm of introduced fill 
overlay natural topsoil over sand.  The southern hole showed a similar profile - 1200mm of 
introduced fill over what appeared to be natural topsoil.  The apparently natural topsoil would be 
expected to retain features and deposits connected with the Spark-period buildings in the area, the 
gardener’s cottage and the pine house. 
 
 
3.8 Area 7 
No testing was carried out in Area 7.  Much of this area is reclaimed mudflats.  Evidence may 
survive of the Spark-period wharf that gave access to the northern bank of the Cooks River prior to 
the river being dammed but the remains would likely be limited to bases of timber piles. 
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4.0 Response to Research Design 
 
4.1 Original Research Design 
The archaeological remains on the site were identified in the Archaeological Management Plan 
(AMP) as likely to be relevant to the following: 
 
The analysis and interpretation of the archaeological remains from this site should provide evidence 
of the material culture of the various occupants of the house as well as contributing to the 
understanding of the design and development of gardens in colonial Sydney. 
 
The archaeological structures and remains on the site would be able to contribute knowledge into 
several research questions: 
 
 The material culture of Tempe House and grounds are likely to contain artefacts and 

structures whose analysis can provide us with socio-economic information about elite living 
conditions, including patterns of consumption. 

 It may also inform us about working, accommodation and living conditions for convicts on 
colonial properties. 

 The analysis of the underfloor deposits should be able to add to our knowledge about 
identification of socio-economic status, gender relations and other areas of substantive 
archaeological research. 

 Location of structural remains of outbuildings associated with Tempe House will add to 
and improve our understanding of the layout of early colonial estates and of Tempe House 
specifically. 

 Recording the location and nature of the buried garden elements will contribute to 
knowledge about colonial garden design in Sydney.  Interpretation of this evidence will 
help inform us about the ideological influences on the design of this landscape. 

 The archaeological evidence associated with the Sisters of the Good Samaritan and their 
institutional building should shed light on changing practices towards reformatory 
institutions and the practices of reform and respite.  There is great interest in the practices 
of institutions, in how they controlled the lives of inmates to achieve certain ideological 
intentions.  In this case helping women ‘to renounce their evil habits’. 

 The reformatory-period evidence may also help inform us about the attitudes of the 
dominant ideology towards women and how gender relations were constructed between the 
women inmates and between them and their (female) supervisors. 

 
In the end, the nature of the remains uncovered was limited.  Few artefacts or features, apart from 
those in the garden area and the stables, could be attributed to the Spark family’s use of the 
property.  The well at the rear of the house, although likely to date to Spark’s occupation, was full 
of Institutional-period refuse, which is extremely useful in reconstructing the nature and source of 
crockery and other kitchen items used in the institutional buildings.  This is discussed in Appendix 
1.  Specific responses to the research design are: 
 
 The material culture of Tempe House and grounds are likely to contain artefacts and 

structures whose analysis can provide us with socio-economic information about elite living 
conditions, including patterns of consumption. 

No sources of material culture, such as rubbish pits, were located.  This question could not be 
addressed. 
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 It may also inform us about working, accommodation and living conditions for convicts on 
colonial properties. 

This could not be addressed by the evidence to hand.  Future investigation of the gardener’s 
cottage and pine house in Area 7 may provide relevant data. 
 
 The analysis of the underfloor deposits should be able to add to our knowledge about 

identification of socio-economic status, gender relations and other areas of substantive 
archaeological research. 

No underfloor deposits were identified. 

 
 Location of structural remains of outbuildings associated with Tempe House will add to 

and improve our understanding of the layout of early colonial estates and of Tempe House 
specifically. 

Only one outbuilding as well as the stables to the south of Tempe House has been investigated.  The 
record of these two buildings have added to knowledge about the estate at the time of the Spark 
family’s ownership but both sites had little in the way of cultural material that could be connected 
to their use of the property.  The sites of two additional ones in Area 7, the gardener’s cottage and 
the pine house, may provide relevant information. 
 
 Recording the location and nature of the buried garden elements will contribute to 

knowledge about colonial garden design in Sydney.  Interpretation of this evidence will 
help inform us about the ideological influences on the design of this landscape. 

The analysis of pollen evidence recovered from Spark’s garden was not able to provide information 
about the type of plants grown in that section of the garden.  Little information about the garden’s 
layout was determined. 
 
 The archaeological evidence associated with the Sisters of the Good Samaritan and their 

institutional building should shed light on changing practices towards reformatory 
institutions and the practices of reform and respite.  There is great interest in the practices 
of institutions, in how they controlled the lives of inmates to achieve certain ideological 
intentions.   

A good collection of Institutional-period artefacts was recovered from the well at the rear of Tempe 
House.  Their analysis has shed light on the sourcing of much of the household material that was 
used within the reformatory buildings, much being donated from the Sydney hotels that were clients 
of its industrial laundry. 
 
 The reformatory-period evidence may also help inform us about the attitudes of the 

dominant ideology towards women and how gender relations were constructed between the 
women inmates and between them and their (female) supervisors. 

The available archaeological results did not contribute to this question. 
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Appendix 1: Rowan Ward, Artefacts from Tempe House, Discovery Point. 
 
Appendix 2: Dr Mike Macphail, Pollen Analysis of Soil Samples from a 

Colonial Garden, Sydney. 
 


