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3.3 House 17 
 
3.3.1 History of Occupation 
House 17 was one of four terrace houses whose head lessee was William Smith, and later Mrs 
Smith.  They appear to have built the three southern terraces probably at the same time, sometime 
after 1865 and probably by 1871 (Figs 2.4, 3.1).  The Sands Directories prior to 1871 are unclear 
for New (Mary) Street and therefore are unreliable.  House 17 was a two-storey brick house with 
three rooms and probably a slate roof rather than a shingle roof and had an annual rating of £23 in 
1877 and 1882.  The first known occupants were William Britton and his family.  He was a quarry 
man and presumably worked nearby in one of the stone quarries, perhaps for the Saunders family.  
The Britton family continued to live in the house until 1895, a period of at least 24 years and for 
most of the nineteenth century.  The occupants after the Brittons change every year indicating a 
more itinerate group of residents.   
 
 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1871 William Britton    
1875 William Britton quarryman   
1877 William Britton  William Smith 2-storey brick house, slate roof, 3 

rooms. Annual rating £23. 
1882 William Britton quarryman William Smith 2-storey brick house, shingle roof, 

3 rooms. Annual rating £23. 
1887 William Britton quarryman   
1892 William Britton quarryman   
1895 Britton, Louisa    
1896 Knox, J. A    
1897 Albert Riddell tinsmith   
1901 no occupant  Mrs H. Smith house, £21 
1902 -    
1904 Flemming, Percy    
1906 -    
1908 Oxley, Henry    
1910 Wilson, Percy     
1912 Taylor, Benjamin    
1914 Benjamin Taylor  Mrs W. Smith  2-storey brick house, iron roof, 3 

rooms. Annual rating £26. 
1916 Brown, Edward    
1918 -    
1920 no entry    
1923 Tumeth, Albert    
1925 Tumeth, Albert    
1927 Tumeth, Albert    
1930 Oakes Albert    

1932/33 Oakes Albert     
 
 
3.3.2 Archaeological Contexts 
The phases of archaeological evidence from House 17 are similar to the other three houses in this 
area.  The matrix illustrates the phases of construction, occupation and demolition (Matrix 3.1).   
 
3.3.2.1   Construction and Layout of House 17  
The remains of House 17 consisted of two rooms built with picked sandstone blocks footings with 
sandstock brick superstructure and a partition footing, of the same construction, between the two 
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rooms (Photo 3.7; Plans 3, 5).  The footings survived to a height of at least 500 mm.  The brick 
superstructure was sandstock brick with yellow shell mortar.  The bricks had a large rectangular 
frog (cat. nos 1031, 1040, 1041).  The northern wall of House 17 was formed by butting the new 
structure against the southern wall of House 15 which had a finished and rendered face.  This 
indicates that House 15 was designed as a single stand-alone terrace which was to be added to at a 
later date.  Considerable quantities of roofing slate found in the demolition deposit (#7) of the 
kitchen.  Both rooms had fireplaces along the southern walls with large hearth stones. The rear 
room (Room 2) had a doorway in the western wall, on the northern side of the room, and three 
vents in the wall and a sandstone threshold.  The dimensions of the front room were 4.20 by 3.30 
m and the kitchen was 4.16 by 3.10 m (Table G).  Therefore the front room was slightly larger 
than the kitchen which is the reverse of House 15. 
 

Photo 3.7: House 17, looking east with the kitchen in the foreground and the front room in the 
background.  Fireplaces in both rooms had painted stone hearths.  The kitchen hearth had 
remains of red paint on cement render and the one in the front room had black paint.  Scale 1 m. 
Photo 7/4 
 
The fireplace in the front room was slightly wider than that in the kitchen while the kitchen 
fireplace was slightly longer (Plan 5; Table G).  The two large single hearth stones were both 
painted.  The one in the kitchen was cement rendered and painted red and the one in the front room 
was painted black on most of the stone except for the front part which was unpainted, perhaps 
suggesting the front of the heath was covered by some type of floor covering.  The fireplace in the 
front room had an in situ metal fire grate (Plan 5; Photo 3.8).  The chimneys of the fireplaces were 
part of the party wall with House 19.   
 
The rear of the house was divided into two sections, a narrow area immediately behind the house 
with a stone flagged surface which had been resurfaced with a good cement surface and with a 
brick fireplace in the southwest corner (Photos 3.9, 3.10, 3.1).  Metal water pipes overlaid cement 
surfacing.  Further to the west was a higher retained area with remnant brick paving most of which 
had a thin cement surface and a cesspit in the northwest corner within a slightly larger brick 
structure (Plans 3, 5). 
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Photo 3.8: Fireplace in front room of House 15 showing black paint on hearth stone and metal 
gate.  The shape of the fire hole has been altered and infilled with bricks.  CSR Photo 7/8  
 
 

Photo 3.9: View to north showing the yards and kitchen areas of the four houses.  The rear of 
the site is terraced with low retaining walls and steps. The yard of House 21 is in the 
foreground. Scale 1m. CSR Photo 5/4 
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Photo 3.10: View to east over the rear of House 17 showing the sandstone flagging and brick fireplace 
in the yard and the kitchen following excavation of cultural deposits.  The metal water pipes have been 
removed from the yard surface but their former location is visible. Note the black bituminous paint on 
the outside of the house wall and on either property boundary. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 9/13 
 
The stone-flagged surface at the rear of the house was eventually given a cement surfacing and 
metal water pipes laid down, one of which emptied into a drain outside the back door (Plans 3, 5, 
Photo 3.10).  The brick fireplace in the corner of the yard was probably the base of a laundry 
copper.  The prevalence of cement resurfacing of brick and stone yard surfaces does suggest there 
were drainage issues, whether it was the drainage of natural stormwater or through the use of 
quantities of water for a semi-commercial laundry.  The yard surfaces were built over bedrock 
which suggests they were initially constructed to modify the surface to manage drainage problems 
as water would penetrate into the underfloor areas of the houses, which were also bedrock 
underneath construction fill.  The presence of thick lines of a black bituminous paint on the lower 
part of the exterior kitchen wall and side walls of the two adjacent properties and on the cement 
surface also suggests an attempt to seal these joints and by this means keep water out of the house 
(Photo 3.10, Plan 3).   
 
The yard surfaces would have been given a cement surface as the condition of the flagstones or 
bricks deteriorated and became uneven.  The retaining brick wall was built of dry-pressed bricks 
and would have been built at a later stage of the occupation of the house.  There were three steps 
up to this area which were opposite the back door of the house.  The impression given by the rear 
yard of this house was that some type of commercial laundry(?) appeared to be operating.  This 
impression holds true for two of the other terraces in Area A, houses 19 and 21.   
 
The cesspit (#29) was a rectangular sandstock-brick structure with sandy yellow mortar on bedrock 
(Photos 3.11, 3.12).  It was 1025 x 1310 mm and 1030 mm deep.  The cesspit structure was 
surrounded by another dry-pressed brick structure which suggest that the outhouse structure was 
rebuilt at some stage, probably after it was sewered.  The cement surfacing of the privy appears to 
be restricted to the area of the cesspit.  The top of the backfill (#30) of the cesspit was mostly 
sterile mid brown sand which about two-thirds of the way down (780 mm) included some clay and 
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Photo 3.11: Cesspit inside larger brick structure in the rear yard of House 17. Scale 1 m. CSR 
Photo 6/15.   
 
 

 
 

Photo 3.12: Cesspit belonging to House 17 after the fill was partly excavated and the later 
dry-pressed brick outhouse was mostly removed. View to northeast. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 
8/30   
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small-sized rubble sandstone.  The absence of artefacts from this deposit is suggestive that this 
cesspit may never have been used at all and was perhaps sewered fairly early during the occupation 
of the house.  This is similar to the evidence found in the cesspits of houses 19 and 21.   
 
The fabric of the house, as well as the demolition deposits, contained some evidence for the 
interior finishes used in House 17.  In the kitchen was a cement skirting board painted a dark rusty 
brown above a pale pink paint which was possibly an undercoat or perhaps an earlier colour 
scheme (Photo 3.13).  Houses 17, 19 and 21 all contained the same type of skirting board and 
paint scheme.  A sample was taken from the in situ skirting (cat. no. 1035).  Representative 
samples of painted cement render were taken from the demolition.  The colour of these samples 
included more fragments the same as the in situ skirting as well as fragments of render with pale 
blue paint and some render and set (plaster) with pale blue paint, and some whitewashed render 
and set (plaster).   
 
The evidence of the in situ skirting suggest that the dark reddy brown paint was used in the kitchen 
and that the blue painted cement render (probably a skirting) was used upstairs, probably in 
association with the blue plaster or perhaps in the front room.  Therefore the kitchen most probably 
had whitewashed walls with a redddy brown skirting and a red painted heath stone.   
 
The front room of House 17 contained some fragments of in situ plaster with various paint 
schemes.  In the southwest corner the plaster had a mid-pink paint (Photo 3.14) while in the 
northern wall there was pale blue paint on the plaster.  In addition there was some pale green paint 
at the eastern end of the northern wall while the western wall showed evidence of both a pale green 
and a mid-pink paint.  Near the doorway was a dark brown on a pale pink paint.  In addition some 
pink render was attached to bricks that showed evidence of burning, most probably associated with 
the fireplace/chimney. 
 
 

Photo 3.13: Cement skirting board in the southeast corner of the kitchen, House 17. CSR 
Photo 10/18. 
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The demolition deposit (#8) removed from the front room of House 17 contained a variety of 
fragments with paint schemes: 
 

 cement render with brown paint, 
 render and set (plaster) with blue paint, 
 render and set (plaster) with pale blue paint near northern and western walls,  
 render and set whitewashed.   

 
Therefore based on the two sets of evidence for the front room it is most likely that the paint 
scheme for the walls when the house was demolished consisted of pale blue painted plaster and 
with pale pink skirting perhaps with a pink chimneybreast.  The prevalence of pink paint 
underneath the other colours does suggest that pink may also have been used on the walls at some 
stage, perhaps making the room an all over pink.   
 
The evidence for the exterior of the house from the demolition (#7, #8) and extant fabric recording 
was that it had a slate roof and a brown salt-glazed chimney pot as well as copper piping.  There 
was no specific evidence for an exterior finish.   
 
There were 256 fragments of window glass most of which were isolated in the centre of the room 
in front of the fireplace and therefore they provide no clear evidence for the location of the 
window(s) within the kitchen (Table 29.1).   
 

Photo 3.14: In situ pale pink painted cement skirting in the northwest corner of the front 
room of House 17.  CSR Photo 3/21 
 
 
3.2.2.2 Artefactual Evidence – Underfloor Deposits 
House 17 contained two main underfloor deposits - in the kitchen was context #15 and in the front 
room was context #16.   
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 Front Room – Room 1 
The artefacts in the demolition of the front room contained part of a locket and two lead sinkers as 
well as the usual assortment of buttons and beads, a stem from a clay pipe and the fragment of a 
chimney glass from a lamp.  Most of these objects probably came from the upstairs room, or 
bedroom. 
 
The underfloor deposit of grey sand, context #16, in the front room was shallow (1 to 3 cm) and 
not very widespread.  The deposit contained the occasional fish scale, fragment of eggshell, a few 
lumps of charcoal and one fragment of a single Sydney Cockle shell but was generally bare of food 
remains and detritus other than animal bone.  Context #16 contained remains of 16 different 
artefacts (Table 5).   
 
Three of these were architectural and probably associated with the demolition of the house.  These 
included two wire nails, which may have come from the timber floor or the roof.  The other 13 
items included a fragment of a graphite pencil, a 1917 George V half-penny, a fragment of a plate 
and a tea cup, 2 pins, 2 beads, 2 buttons, the stem of a smoking pipe and a marble.  Generally 
these were distributed around the perimeter of the room (Table 28.2) except for two artefacts in 
G3, a fragment of a button and the stem of a pipe.   
 
This deposit also contained 90 fragments of animal bone (Table 8).  This was the smallest quantity 
found in any underfloor deposit in Area A.  As with the front room in house 15 all the bone was 
distributed around the perimeter of the room with a surprising concentration in H4, which 
contained 69 of the bone fragments (Table 27.2).  The greatest proportion of bones were from 
rabbit (20%), unidentifiable animal (19%), fish (17%) and rat (13%).  A fragment of sheep bone, a 
first phalanx, was found with evidence of gnawing from a rat.  This fits the pattern identified by 
Torres for context #18 where rats typically gnawed on small bones to sharpen their incisors.   
 
 

 Kitchen – Room 2 
The underfloor deposit (#15) in the front room consisted of soft grey sand with some pieces of 
rubble sandstone.  It covered all of the underfloor area of the kitchen and was generally between 2 
to 7 cm deep with an occasional deeper square.  During sieving of this underfloor deposit (#15) the 
following components were identified: small lumps of charcoal, fragments of animal bone, land 
snails, fish scale and egg shells, occasional small fragments of window glass.  The quantity of 
charcoal was generally either a small to moderate amount while all other components were found in 
small quantities with the occasional occurrence of an isolated quantity, such as a ‘large amount of 
egg shell’ in one square. 
 
This kitchen underfloor deposit, context #15, contained the remains of 520 items, a total of 3.54 
per cent of all artefacts (mic) found on site and was the second smallest kitchen underfloor deposit 
in Areas A and C (Table 1).  Although it had considerable animal bone, 1155 fragments (6.34%), 
it was still one of the smaller bone fragment counts in the kitchen underfloor deposits.  This was 
approximately half the proportion of bone fragments found in House 15, context #18 (Table 2).   
 
The 520 items in context #15 were allocated into a range of functional categories to assist with 
their analysis.  The main functional categories were personal (43%), food (16%), household 
(11%), recreation (9%) and clerical (7%) (Table 5).  This is somewhat different to House 15 where 
the main context was household (45.9%), then personal (33.3%) (Table 5).  Personal artefacts 
were the largest proportion of the minimum item counts found in the other kitchen contexts in 
Houses 19 and 21, Area A, with food artefacts as the second largest group (Table 5).   
 
Nine coins and one token were found in context #15.  These included:  
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 Half Penny, 1865. 

 Penny, 1866. 

 Half Penny - Victoria  "Bun" type, 1874. 

 Threepence - Victoria, 1885. 

 Half penny - Edward VII, 1908. 

 Threepence - George V, 1916. 

 Penny - George V, 1919. 

 Penny - George V, 1919. 

 Half Penny, no date visible. 

 Token , marked “E. WAY  DRAPER  PITT ST Sydney” 
 
This range of dates, from 1865 to 1919, conforms to the main period of occupation of the site.  As 
found in House 15 most of the coins are small currency, with the largest being a threepence.   
 
 

 Functional Analysis 
The following section involves a detailed analysis of some of the main groups of evidence from 
Context #15, House 17, Area A with a focus on the larger categories.   
 
 
Personal Artefacts 
As noted above artefacts catalogued as relating to personal use formed 43 per cent of the corpus of 
artefacts in context #15, a total of 225 items.  The personal category was further divided into 
specific function groups (Table 6).  The range of personal artefacts included 130 beads, 74 buttons, 
two hook-and-eyes, seven studs, one safety pin, six pieces of jewellery (Table 6, 15) as well as a 
hair brush, remains of three mirrors and a watch. 
 
There were a variety of beads, with a least seven black ones while other colours included white, 
red, blue, yellow, and possibly some beads from a chain of rosary beads.  The six items associated 
with jewellery were: three glass gems, fragments from two alloy chains, and a gilded brooch with 
‘Baby’ written on it.   
 

• Clothing 
Whereas in house 15 the kitchen underfloor deposit contained the remains of 397 buttons, in this 
house 74 buttons were found.  This quantity and the variability within the range of buttons and 
fabric falls into the lower end of the scale (Tables 6, 11) and therefore probably represents a 
normal household.  The date range of many of the buttons suggests that they were most likely 
associated with the occupation of the house by William Britton and his family, although a 4-hole 
‘trouser’ button inscribed 'A. FREEBAIRN / SYDNEY' and dated 1894 to 1914 probably belongs 
to a later occupant. 
 
Mother-of-pearl buttons were the most frequent button fabrics in this deposit at 42 per cent of the 
buttons (Table 11).  The only other house where mother-of pearl was the most frequent button type 
found was the kitchen underfloor deposit (context #11) in house 21 (Table 11).  The other next 
most frequent type of buttons was in copper alloy (30%).  As discussed in relation to the buttons 
from House 15 (Section 3.2.2.2), the mother-of-pearl buttons were used on men’s shirts, and 
women and children’s clothing as well as on bed linen.   
 
While some of the buttons were distributed adjacent to the doorway others were in the corner near 
the fireplace (Table 31.1).  The distribution of the buttons does not parallel the distribution of pins 
(Table 30.1), and indicates some other activities other than sewing were involved in the way the 
buttons were lost or distributed.  While some were most probably lost during normal repair of 
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household clothing and linen others were probably lost while being worn on clothing or were swept 
into the corner near the fireplace.  It is also possible that some of these buttons reflect sewing by 
the light of the fire.  There is a similar pattern in context #18, House 15, although the 
concentration is much more near the doorway (Tables 30.2, 31.2).  In context #18 the pattern is 
found in both the buttons and the pins.  The pins and buttons in #18 reflect more detailed sewing 
practices while the buttons in context #15 may reflect the mending of garments at night.  Hopefully 
comparison with other houses will shed more light on this issue.   
 
 
Household Artefacts 
 

• Sewing 
This underfloor deposit contained 53 pins and a crochet hook.  Nine of the pins were alloy (aes) 
and date from 1880 and the other 44 were steel pins dating from 1890.  This deposit contained a 
low frequency of pins and they relate to little more than a small amount of sewing for household 
purposes.  The distribution of these few sewing pins confirms a focus around the western side of 
the room with a concentration near the rear doorway of the kitchen (Table 30.1).  This is similar to 
the distribution of the pins in context #18 (Table 30.2) except that the ones in Context #15 are 
mostly around the doorway with only a few buttons near the fireplace.   
 

• Ornaments 
The underfloor deposit contained the remains of three ornaments: two unidentified glass objects 
and a porcelain saucer.   
 
 
Food artefacts 
The frequency of food-related artefacts (excluding animal bone) in context 15 were the second most 
common group of artefacts in that context (Table 5).  The majority of food-related artefacts were 
associated with tablewares (39%) and teawares (36%), with condiments (16%) being the third most 
frequent category (Table 20).  This is the only house where the proportion of tablewares was 
greater than the proportion of teawares (Tables 20, 21).   
 

• Tablewares 
The tableware contained 7 egg cups, a fork, 3 drinking glasses, 15 plates and 3 glass tumblers.  
The plates are mostly dinner plates, and were found in a variety of decorative styles (Table 25) 
including an ‘Asiatic Pheasant’ blue transfer-printed plate and a purple transfer-printed pattern no. 
13.  The plates were dominated by white glazed and white wares including two moulded types.  
The seven egg cups included three white with gilded lines in china, one transfer printed cable 
pattern and four white glazed china egg cups.  None of these were base marked and no specific 
dates can be given.  The occurrence of white-glazed plates is higher than any other underfloor 
deposit in Areas A and C (Graph 3) while it has no linear ware plates (Table 25).   
 

• Teawares 
The range of teawares included eight gilded items (27%), six purple-transfer prints (20%), four 
white-glazed (13%) and two whitewares (7%).  The purple transfer-printed ceramics included three 
cups and three saucers but all were in different patterns, although one was in Cable pattern which 
would have matched the Cable-patterned egg cup.  Remains of a single green tp ‘Fibre’ patterned 
cup was found which was similar to two green ‘Fibre’ cups in context #15. 
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      44    45     46 
 
Purple transfer-print pattern nos. 44, 45 and 46 which were found on teawares in context 
#15. 
 
 

• Teawares and Tablewares 
Context #15, along with #11, has the most purple transfer-printed teawares found at the site.  The 
fact that a ‘Cable’ printed saucer matched with an egg cup does suggest that some of these were 
used as part of a breakfast ‘set’.  This pattern is also borne out by the presence of gilded cups (3), 
saucers (1) and egg cups (2).  The absence of any other matching patterns is notable.   
 
White-glazed and white wares are generally seen as being ‘common’ white ceramics that could be 
used interchangeably.  In this context these white wares were found in the most frequent teaware 
and tableware shapes (Tables 25, 26) including four egg cups.   
 
 
Recreation 
A limited range of recreation-related artefacts was recovered from context #15 (Table 7).  These 
included a bullet, three fragments of smoking pipe, remains of nine dolls, a lid from a doll’s teaset 
and 31 marbles.  The doll fragments included a complete head of ‘doll house’ type (cat. no. 6573) 
that would have had a soft fabric body and dated between 1830 and 1870.  The doll remains were 
dated to the mid and late nineteenth century.  The number of doll-related artefacts (10) is 
considerably smaller than in house 15 (26) but is similar to the other three houses in Area A (Table 
7) and is slightly smaller than the average number found in Area C (Table 17).   
 
The number of marbles (31) is on the low side.  The smoking pipe remains included a plain 
rouletted bowl (cat. no. 6689) and the remains of possibly two vulcanite pipes (cat. no. 6651, 
6688) which date from 1839.   
 
 
Clerical 
The clerical artefacts included 32 fragments of slate pencil and six pieces of graphite pencils.  This 
is a small number of clerical-related artefacts compared with all the other houses except for house 
21 New Street (context #11) which only had 20 fragments of clerical artefacts and house 1 which is 
always atypical.   
 
 
Animal Bone 
The fragments of 1148 different bones were recovered from context #15 (Table 15).  The largest 
proportion (28.8%) were small fragments of bone classified as ‘unidentifiable’.  Of the identifiable 
species sheep (19.3%) dominated with sheep/pig (14.2%) as the next most common species.  Other 
species included rabbit (6.6%), fish (7.5%), unidentified bird (4.5%), unidentified mammal 
(6.7%), as well as pig (2.8%), chicken (1.4%), and cattle (0.5%).  In addition to food species 
were 69 fragments of rat bones (Table 33.1) which were concentrated in the southern half of the 
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room around the fireplace.  This location was similar to the general spread of bones showing 
evidence of rodent gnawing (Table 33.2).  In addition there were two bones that had been gnawed 
by dogs within this location.   
 
Shells 
Remains of 38 shell fragments were found mostly in the southern half of the room, in the vicinity 
of the fireplace (Tables 34, 35.1).  As with House 15 the largest number of shells were periwinkles 
(17%) but there was a considerably smaller number, only nine compared with 46, in context #18.  
There were no fragments of coral in this context.  The samples of shells in this context are too 
small to derive to any useful conclusions.   
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3.4      House 19 
 
3.4.1 History of Occupation 
House 19 was one of four terrace houses in Area A whose head lessee was William Smith, and 
later Mrs Smith.  They appear to have built the three southern terraces, probably at the same time, 
sometime after 1865 (Figs 2.4, 3.1).  The Sands Directories prior to 1871 are unclear for New 
(Mary) Street and therefore are unreliable.  House 19 was a two-storey brick house with three 
rooms and probably a slate roof rather than a shingle roof and had an annual rating of £23 in 1877 
and 1882.  The list of occupants shows that there were no long-term residents in this house.  
Where the residents had jobs one Michael Ryan was a quarryman and the other Henry Linton was 
a carter.   
 
List of occupants of House 19 based on Sands and Council Rates. 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1873 Avery, Amos   Mary Street 

Houses are unnumbered but this 
is the likely occupant.  

1875 Lenton, Henry    
1877 Linton, Henry  William Smith 2-storey brick and stone house 

with slate roofing. 3 rooms, 
Annual rating £23.  

1879 Linton, Henry carter   
1880 Henning, John P.    
1882 Ryan, Michael quarryman William Smith 2-storey brick house, shingle 

roof, 3 rooms. Annual rating £23. 
1887 Ryan, Michael quarryman   
1889 Howell, William    
1890 Howell, William    
1892 Howell, William    
1896 Asplet, George L.    
1897 -    
1899 McCambridge, Henry    
1900 Carlos Emanuel    
1901 Asplet  Mrs H. Smith house, £21 
1902 Carr, William    
1904 Ryan, Michael    
1906 Lenonard, John    
1908 -    
1910 Gelately, Daniel    
1912 Murphy, Denis    
1914 Barnett, George  Mrs W. Smith  2-storey brick house, iron roof, 3 

rooms. Annual rating £26 
1916 Barnett, George    
1918 Dixon, Mrs M.A.    
1920 Dixon, Mrs M. A    
1923 O’Keefe, John    
1925 O’Keefe, John    
1927 Sinclair, George    
1930 Sinclair, George    

1932/33 -     
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3.4.2 Archaeological Contexts 
The phases of archaeological contexts found associated with House 19 were the same as with the 
other three houses in Area A.  The matrix illustrates the phases as construction, occupation and 
demolition (Matrix 3.1).   
 
 
3.4.2.1   Construction and Layout of House 19 New Street 
 

 Construction and Layout 
The remains of House 19 consisted of two rooms built with picked sandstone block footings with 
sandstock brick superstructure and a partition footing, of the same construction, between the two 
rooms (Photos 3.1, 3.15; Plans 3, 5).  The footings survived to a height of at least 500 mm.  The 
brick superstructure was sandstock brick with yellow shell mortar.  The bricks had a wide 
rectangular frog (cat. nos 1020, 1021, 1022).  The partition wall of House 19 butted against the 
northern wall of the house.  Both rooms had fireplaces along the northern wall with large hearth 
stones.  The rear room (Room 2/Kitchen) had a doorway threshold in the western wall, on the 
southern side of the room, as well as two vents cut into the wall.  The dimensions of the front 
room were 4.20 by 3.10 m and the kitchen was 4.10 by 3.10 m (Table G).  Therefore the front 
room was very slightly larger than the kitchen which is the reverse of House 15 but very close to 
House 17 (Table G).   
 

Photo 3.15: Area A, House 19 looking east with part of the backyard in the foreground and 
the kitchen in the middle ground.  This shows the house following the removal of construction 
deposits. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 9/14.   
 
 
The fireplace in the front room is virtually the same size as the fireplace in the kitchen.  The hearth 
stone in the front room was painted black but showed evidence of wear.  The hearth stone in the 
kitchen was resurfaced with cement and it is difficult to be certain if it was painted.  The chimneys 
in the fireplace were part of the party wall with House 17. 
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The rear of the house was divided into two sections, a narrow area immediately behind the house 
with a stone-flagged surface with later cement surfacing, with a brick fireplace in the northwest 
corner and a stormwater drain, with raised sides, in the southeast corner (Photos 3.1, 3.15; Plan 
3.1).  Further to the west is a higher retained area with remnant brick paving most of which had a 
thin cement surface and a cesspit in the southwest (Plans 2, 4).  The brick fireplace is thought to be 
used as the base of a laundry copper.  It was made from dry-pressed bricks and is thought to have 
been built sometime after the construction of the house. 
 
 

Photo 3.16: Photo of House 19 during excavation of the underfloor deposit #13 in the kitchen.  
The nails denote the 50 cm grid. CSR Photo 6/27.  
 
 
The configuration of the yard area, with smaller area immediately behind the house and higher 
retained area is similar to the other three houses in Area A.  The retained steps are opposite the 
kitchen doorways, all have brick fireplaces thought to be the base of a laundry copper, and the 
three later terraces (Houses 17, 91 and 21) have sandstone flagging immediately outside the rear of 
the house with later cement surfacing.  The presence of later cement re-surfacing of the stone and 
brick surfaces is consistent with the repair and maintenance of the yards of all terraces, but the 
evidence is clearer in the three southern terraces as only part of the yard area of House 15 
survived.  All three terraces contained evidence suggesting an intense use of the yard area, 
especially that immediately behind the house, perhaps commercial laundry activities during the 
later period of occupation of the houses. 
 
The cesspit in House 19 joined that belonging to House 21 (Photo 3.17, Plan 4).  The cesspit 
belonging to House 19 was not excavated but the one was that belonged to House 21.  This was 
found to be full of sand (#28) and contained only a few artefacts.  There was no wall dividing the 
cesspit and the excavation of context #28 in House 21 provided a section through the fill of the 
cesspit in House 19 and it was decided not to excavate this cesspit.  The cesspit in House 21 was 
980 x 980 x 1270 mm deep and the one in House 19 would have been approximately the same size. 
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Photo 3.17: The two cesspits associated with Houses 19 and 21, looking east. The cesspit on 
the north (left) belongs to House 19. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 6/14.   
 
 

 Interior Finishes 
In the front room the construction backfill used to create a level surface for the brick piers for the 
timber floor consisted of a khaki clay packing along the western wall (#101) which was 30 to 100 
mm deep.  This was above another deposit, a thin layer of mixed white clay and crushed sandstone 
with yellow sandstone and some indurated ironstone (#102).  This was sitting above natural clay.  
In the kitchen was a deposit of crushed red and white sandstone (#103) and a foundation trench 
(#47) along the eastern side of the partition wall which contained damp soft black sand (#48).  The 
remains of 30 artefacts were found in this fill and were consistent with the type of artefacts 
recovered from an underfloor deposit.  Context #48 included beads (13), marbles (10), pencils (2), 
buttons (2), as well as fragments of glass and ceramic artefacts. 
 
Both the fabric of the house and the demolition deposit contained evidence for the type of interior 
finishes used in this house.  The kitchen contained part of an in situ cement render skirting board 
which was the same as that found in House 17 and which had the same paint scheme (Photo 3.14, 
3.13).  A sample of this render was taken (cat. no. 1023).  Remains of whitewashed lath and 
plaster fragments were found in the demolition (context #5).  The kitchen underfloor deposit (#13) 
contained both render and set (plaster) and lath and plaster with cream paint. 
 
The demolition deposit (#6) in the front room contained:  
  

o render and set fragments, whitewashed, from southwest corner of room near door, 
o lath and plaster fragments, whitewashed, 
o cement render with worn orange paint, sandstock brick fragment attached. 

 
Also within the demolition (#6) found in the front room was a black painted hearth stone (Photo 
3.18) which probably came from the room upstairs and a stone window sill with remains of pink 
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paint.  The exterior finish of the front of the house may have been an orange painted cement render 
perhaps with pink detailing such as on the windowsill.   
 
Therefore the evidence suggests that the kitchen had a reddy brown cement skirting with probably 
a whitewashed ceiling and walls.  It is more likely that the cream painted plaster and lath and 
plaster came from the room upstairs which had a black painted heath stone.  The front room 
appears to have had whitewashed walls and ceiling.  The exterior may have had an orange painted 
render with pink paint used on the detailing, such as the windowsill.  The roof was originally 
covered with roofing slates.   
 
 

Photo 3.18: Windowsill painted pink and a hearth stone painted black.  Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 
3/20 
 
 
 
3.4.2.2   Artefactual Evidence – Underfloor Deposits 
House 19 contained two main underfloor deposits: in the kitchen context #13 and in the front room 
context #14.   
 

 Front Room – Room 1   
The underfloor deposit of black sand, context #14, in the front room was shallow (1 to 2 cm) and 
mostly located in the northwestern part of the room.  The deposit contained the occasional fish 
scale, fragments of eggshell, lumps of charcoal, five shells but surprisingly for a front room it 
contained a considerable quantity of animal bone, 615 fragments (Table 8, Photo 3.19).  All the 
other underfloor deposits in the front rooms of the houses in Area A had between 90 and 155 bone 
fragments (Table 8).  This would suggest that different activities were happening in this front room 
that were not happening in Houses 15, 17 and 21.   
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The distribution of the animal bone was concentrated around the fireplace but slightly set back 
(Table 32.3).  The range of animal bones was fairly typical but 47.7 per cent of the fragments 
consisted of unidentifiable animal indicating that the bone fragments were too small or too 
fragmentary to be identified (Table 8).  Of the identified species, sheep were the most common 
(16.1%).  The next most frequent species, other than fish bone (7.3%), was European rat (5%).  
The distribution of the rat bones were similar to the main concentrations of animal bone in context 
#14 (Table 33.4) which was along grids 5 and 6 between rows E to H.  This pattern was also 
present in context #13 (Table 32.2).  The main focus appears to be the area around the fireplace 
and away from the doors.  In Context #14 there is more activity on the western side of the fireplace 
than found in context #13.  The activity in #13 may have been affected by the presence of the 
window which influenced the undertaking of additional activities happening in that area.  It is 
difficult to be certain how the bone got into these underfloor spaces but the absence of rodent 
gnawing on the animal bones is interesting even though there were 61 fragments of rat skeleton 
found in the two rooms.  The presumption is that the rats took some of the food bones under the 
house and also that bones fell through gaps and holes in the floorboards.  It is not likely in this 
house that they were taken under there by dogs as there was no evidence for canine gnawing.  It is 
possible that some may have collected there following the abandonment of the building.   
 
 

Photo 3.19: Quantities of animal bone visible in the northwest corner of the front room, 
House 19.  CSR Photo 6/34 
 
 
Context #14 contained 62 artefacts (mic) which formed 0.42 per cent of all artefacts recovered 
from the CSR site.  This included a penny dating from 1866.  The majority of the artefacts were 
associated with personal activities (40%), architecture (15%), clerical (11%), food (10%) and 
recreation (5%), (Table 5).  Most of the architectural remains were discussed above.  The personal 
items were further broken down into adornment and clothing sub-groups.  The artefacts associated 
with adornment included 11 beads and part of a brooch (cat. no. 8149).  The clothing related 
artefacts included 11 buttons, an eyelet and a porcelain shirt stud.  The remains of a single sewing 
pin was found.  The clerical artefacts consisted of six slate pencils and one lead pencil (Table 18). 
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The food artefacts included remains of three tableware plates (Table 20).  One was a fragment of a 
sponge ware plate (pattern 24, cat. no. 10362) that joined with a sherd from context #11 (cat. no. 
10219).  Context #11 was the underfloor deposit in the kitchen of House 15, two doors down.  The 
other two were a fragment of a blue transfer-printed plate in ‘Albion’ pattern and another fragment 
of a blue transfer-printed plate where the pattern was not identified.  There was one white glazed 
cup and two white glazed china saucers as well as a saucer with linear pattern no. 5.  The three 
recreation artefacts included the stem of a smoking pipe, a terracotta marble and a lid from a doll’s 
tea set (Table 7).   
 
 

 
Sponge pattern no. 24.  (actual size) 
Fragment from context #11 that  
joined the sherd in context #15.    
 
 

 Kitchen – Room 2 
The underfloor deposit in the kitchen, context #13, consisted of a soft black sand which was 4 to 8 
cm deep, being deeper near the western wall.  The details recorded from the sieving indicated that 
most squares contained small amounts of charcoal, fish scale, egg shells, and fragmentary bone.  A 
few squares contained a larger proportion of this material.   
 
This kitchen underfloor deposit, context #13, contained the remains of 747 items, a total of 5.08 
per cent of all artefacts (mic) found on site and was the second largest kitchen underfloor deposit in 
Area A (Table 1, 5).  Although it had considerable animal bone, 993 fragments (5.53%), it was 
still one of the smaller bone fragment counts in the kitchen underfloor deposits (Table 2).  The tally 
of the bone from all of house 19 presents a different picture with all the bone from this house 
equalling almost 9 per cent of bone recovered from the site but this was still considerably smaller 
than the bone from the houses in Area C.   
 
The 747 items in context #13 were allocated into a range of functional categories to assist with 
their analysis.  The main functional categories were personal (46.6%), food (18.3%), clerical 
(12.1%), recreation (11.2%), with a low percentage of household artefacts (11%) (Table 5).  This 
is somewhat different to House 15 where the main context was household (45.9%) then personal 
(33.3%), (Table 5).  This deposit included five coins which were generally in poor condition and 
the date was only legibile on one, probably a half-penny, made in 1875.  The other coins included 
pennies and an early Victorian three pence (cat. nos 9006-9010).  The FROM date (artefacts was 
made after this date) range for the artefacts is 1750 to 1910 with the TO date range (artefacts was 
made no later than this date) being 1860 to 1926. 
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Personal Artefacts 
The 349 personal artefacts were subdivided into a set of specific groups.  These included:  
 

• Adornment 
The artefacts in this category were 192 beads (Table 6).  These would have been used on dresses, 
jackets and perhaps on purses or bags 
 

• Clothing 
In this category were 127 buttons, three press studs, four shirt studs, a buckle and part of a safety 
pin (Table 6).  The majority of these buttons were made from mother-of-pearl (48), copper alloy 
(29) and porcelain (16) (Table 11).   
 
Among the mother-of-pearl buttons were 27, 2-hole and 18, 4-hole buttons.  These would have 
been used on men’s shirts, and women’s and children’s underwear and clothing (Table 14).  Most 
of the copper alloy (aes) buttons were 4-hole ‘trouser’ buttons (14) some of which were inscribed 
with “EXCELSIOR” (3), “SUSPENDER” (1), “DOUBLE RING EDGE” (2), “BEST RING 
EDGE” (1) and “MARK FOY / SYDNEY” (1).  A 2-hole trouser button was embossed with 
“MARKET CLOTH HALL. 478 GEORGE ST.”, in Sydney. One of the three 4-hole concave 
buttons was marked “R. C. [HA]GON . SYDNEY” which dates between 1882 to 1886 (Table 12).   
 
Two of the two-piece dome jacket buttons had specific marks:  

 NSW Coat of Arms, surmounted by inscription "NSW MILITARY FORCES" (#13/6157).  
 British Coat of Arms with lion and unicorn (#13/6158).  

 
There were only six of the copper alloy (aes) 2-piece, 2-hole buttons which would have been 
covered with fabric (Table 12).   
 

• Jewellery 
The jewellery found in the kitchen included (Table 15):  

 a silver brooch inscribed with Darling in flowing writing, #13/6311.  
 a silver earring - hollow foliate pendant on plain hook, #13/6310. 
 3 fake gems, #13/6147, 6367, 6429. 
 2 rings, #13/6356, #13/6386. 
 a brooch or tie pin, #13/6146.  
 a fragment of a silver chain #13/6256. 

 
• Grooming 

Among the grooming artefacts were part of a toothbrush brush, five combs, and two mirrors 
(Table 16).   
 
Other personal artefacts included a spectacle lens, a fragment of a purse and fragments of two 
watches. 
 
 
Food 
The main categories among the 137 food-related artefacts consisted of 59 items associated with 
teawares (43%), 42 tableware items (31%) and 16 condiment (12%) related artefacts (Table 20).   
 

• Teawares 
Among the teawares were fragments of 28 cups and 29 saucers, one teapot and one tea-spoon 
(Table 23).  Gilded white cups (6) and saucers (9) were the most common type of teawares (Table 
26, 26.2).  The next most popular decorative types were white glazed wares (13), linear (6), white 
ware (4), red transfer print (4) and there were remains of three each of the following: purple, 
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brown, blue and green transfer prints.  The only ceramic wares/types that were found on both cups 
and saucers were: gilded, white glazed, white ware, linear 5, white glazed cups and saucers (Table 
26.2).  There were fragments of two Rockingham glazed teapots which were the most frequently 
found teapot on the site (Table 26.3).  The teawares conform to the general ceramic types 
identified in Table 26 and Graph 5.  What is interesting is the number of red transfer-printed 
vessels (4) which is the single largest occurrence at this site (Table 26).  Two green tp ‘fibre’ cups 
was found in this deposit as well as next door in context #13.   
 
 

 
               Red tp       Purple tp - cup        Sponge ware - saucer 

 Pattern 13       Pattern 43.      Pattern 26.  
(Sherd from context #2.)            (#13/10213)         (#13/10296) 
 

 
  Brown tp - bowl   Blue tp - cup    Blue tp - saucer 
  Pattern no. 28       Pattern no. 140         Pattern no. 141 
  (#13/10324)         (#13/10285)   (#13/10319) 
 
 

• Tablewares 
The tablewares included four egg cups, four bottles, a cover, a drinking glass, remains of five 
tumblers, and 20 plates as well as eight unidentified shapes (Table 23).  The egg cups were all 
white and one had gilding.  The plates were found in a range of patterns: blue transfer print (3), 
linear (4), as well as white glaze (4) and white ware (6).  Many of the ceramic patterns are 
unidentifiable as the sherds are frequently too small to allow for accurate identification.  Those 
tableware patterns that were identifiable in context #13 were:  
 

• Linear 6 which was found on four different plates.   
• Purple transfer print 13 was found on one plate in context #13 but the same pattern was 

found in eight other contexts, mostly in Area A. 
• Blue transfer print (tp) ‘Asiatic Pheasant’ plate. 
• Black transfer print (tp) ‘Rhine’. 
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The ‘Asiatic Pheasant’ plate is one of the most common patterns found on sites and 26 different 
plates were found in 16 contexts on the site.  ‘Rhine’ pattern was common on a number of sites 
after 1860 and can be found in different colours.  Ten different ‘Rhine’ black tp plates were found 
at the site (Table 24.2).  The blue tp ‘Rhine’ version was found on a cup (1), saucers (3) and plates 
(3) as well as one green tp plate.  One black tp plates were found in House 15, context #13 while 
two were found in Context #11, the kitchen underfloor deposit in House 21 and two blue tp plates 
in context #18, House 15.  In addition remains of a black tp ‘Rhine’ plate were found in the 
unstratified demolition deposit above this area, context #2.   
 
 
Clerical 
The clerical-related remains from this house included three pieces of lead type, with raised letters 
‘V’, ‘Z’ and ‘E’ or ‘F’, and 88 fragments of slate pencils and 18 pieces of lead pencils including 
two fragments from a flat carpenter’s type pencil (Table 18).  
   
 
Recreation 
Among the recreation artefacts were two sinkers, a dice, a bullet, and fragments from five smoking 
pipes. There were a variety of toys associated with children, four pieces from a doll’s tea set (3 
dishes, 1 lid), remains of five dolls, including:  
 

• incomplete with swivel neck, socketed eyes, open mouth with separate teeth.  Back mark: 
"Mo[de?]" part horseshoe / "1900 / 14 / 0". * Probably Heinrich Handwerck or possibly 
Ernst Heubach (cat. no. 6391).  

• legs, thigh-feet, unglazed from knees to feet, probably Pudding Doll/Frozen Charlotte (cat. 
no. 6205).  

 
Other toys include:  

• a jockey foil, 3D Jockey, red jacket, yellow pants, on horse - legs missing (cat. no. 6215);   
• a soldier with infantry, red jacket, black pants, rifle, German (?), (cat. no. 6267); 
• two wheels, possibly from a 14 & 18mm canon (?), toy soldier type (cat. no. 6332), as 

well as 61 marbles.  
 
This range of toys indicates that this house was occupied by both male and female children.   
 
 
Household 
 

• Sewing 
There were few sewing artefacts: 13 pins and two crochet hooks.   
 

• Ornaments and Furnishings 
Three of the ornamental items were unidentified while two included fragments from the glass of a 
picture frame and an unglazed ‘china’ figurine with some remnant blue hand-painted decoration.  
In addition there was a large key and a metal and ceramic castor from a piece of furniture as well 
as a fine piece of copper (cat. no. 8610) thought to be from a piece of furniture. 
 
 
Animal Bone 
As observed above there was a considerable quantity of animal bone found within this kitchen 
underfloor deposit, a total of 958 fragments of bone.  Of the identifiable animal species the most 
frequent were the sheep bones (20.5%) and fish bones (30.1%) (Table 8).  A large proportion of 
the animal bone was unidentified (30.1%), suggesting that it was mostly small and fragmentary.  
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Other identified species were: sheep/pig NFI (6/7%), rabbit (3.3%), European rat (3.1%), pig 
(2.2%), chicken (1.9%) and chicken (0.9%).  The distribution table for the bone shows that it was 
concentrated around the sides and front of the fireplace with two isolated squares along the 
southern wall near the doorway (Table 32.3).  This table indicates two and possible three areas of 
concentration which is presumed to reflect activity areas in the kitchen, perhaps associated with the 
preparation, consumption and disposal of food.  The concentration of bone is quite different to that 
present in the general artefacts category in context #13, as illustrated in Table 28.3, where most of 
the artefacts were found along the western wall of the house, near the doorway. 
 
The consideration of table 32.3 in relation to the distribution of rat bones (Table 33.3) does show 
some correlation but this is not surprising because of the general density of bones found in the 
underfloor deposit.  There is a lack of correlation between the rodent bones and the animal bones 
with rodent gnawing (Table 33.4).  The distribution of the rodent bones does suggest there was 
disturbance of these bones after the rat(s) died indicating ongoing rodent activity in this kitchen 
underfloor area.   
 
 
Shells 
There were only a few shells (36) found in context #13 (Table 34).  Again periwinkles were 
dominant although the sample of shells are too small to make any real comment about their use 
other than to assume they were used for consumption or perhaps recreation.  There was no 
evidence of mortar attached to them. 
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3.5      House 21 
 
3.5.1 History of Occupation 
House 21 was one of four terrace houses in Area A whose head lessee was William Smith, and 
later Mrs Smith.  They appear to have built the three southern terraces, probably at the same time, 
sometime after 1865 (Figs 2.4, 3.1).  The Sands Directories prior to 1871 are unclear for New 
(Mary) Street and therefore are unreliable.  House 21 was a two-storey brick house with four 
rooms and probably a slate roof rather than a shingle roof and had an annual rating of £26 in 1877 
and £28 in 1882.  The list of occupants shows that there were no long-term residents in this house 
although some stayed for more than one year.  There were no occupations associated with the early 
residents.  It is only in 1897 that the occupant was a master mariner followed by a tinsmith.  An 
individual named Daniel Maher also resided in House 7 McCredie Street between 1888 and 1892.  
It is possible that this was the same Maher family.  Many of the people who occupied this house 
had Irish names.  
 
 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1875 Ryan, James    
1877 Ryan, James  William Smith 2-storey brick and stone house 

with slate roofing. 4 rooms. 
Annual rating £26.  

1878 no directory    
1879 Maher, Daniel    
1882 Maher, Daniel  William Smith 2-storey brick house, shingle roof, 

4 rooms. Annual rating £28. 
1883 Maher, Daniel    
1884 Swanson, Charles    
1885 Swanson, Charles    
1887 Swanson, Charles    
1888 -    
1889 Brown, Alfred    
1890 Mrs Thompson    
1892 Shepherd, E. J.     
1896 Shepherd, E. J.    
1897 Ferguson, John master 

mariner 
  

1899 Riddell, Albert tinsmith   
1900 Dunn, Thomas    
1901 Shepherd, J.  Mrs H. Smith house, £21 
1902 Dunn, Thomas    
1904 Wills, Charles    
1906 Wills, Charles    
1908 Wills, Charles    
1910 Murphy, Denis    
1914 Murphy, Denis  Mrs W. Smith  2-storey brick house, iron roof, 4 

rooms. Annual rating £28. 
1916 Murphy, Denis    
1918 -    
1920 Read, Mrs E. J.    
1923 Geercke, Frank    
1925 Gilford, Herbert    
1927 Inkwood, Norman    
1930 Cook, Henry    

1932/33 Cook, Henry    
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3.5.2 Archaeological Contexts 
The phases of the archaeological contexts found associated with House 21 were the same as the 
other three houses in Area A.  The matrix illustrates the phases as construction, occupation and 
demolition (Matrix 3.1).   
 
 
3.5.2.1 Construction and Layout of House 21 New Street 
The layout and building methods used in house 21 are the same as houses 17 and 19.  The remains 
of House 21 consisted of two ground floor rooms built with picked sandstone blocks footings with 
sandstock brick superstructure and a partition footing, of the same construction, between the two 
rooms (Photos 3.1, 3.20; Plans 3, 5).  The footings survived to a height of at least 500 mm.  The 
brick superstructure was sandstock brick with yellow shell mortar.  The bricks had a large 
rectangular frog (cat. nos 1004, 1005, 1006).  The northern wall of House 21 was a party wall 
with House 19 and had the two fireplaces for each room.  The western wall was on the end of the 
street.     
 
 

Photo 3.20: Looking east over House 21 New Street showing construction packing following 
removal of the underfloor deposits.  The kitchen is in the foreground and Harvey Street is to 
the right. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 8/2 
 
 
Some roofing slate was found in the demolition deposit (#3) of the kitchen as well as copper nails 
in the underfloor deposit (#12) in the front room.  Both rooms had fireplaces along the northern 
walls with large stone hearths.  The rear room (Room 2) had a doorway in the western wall with a 
sandstone threshold on the southern side of the room, and two vents in the wall.  The concentration 
of sherds of window glass in the front room of the house was adjacent to the southern doorway 
suggesting that the window was close to the doorway in the eastern wall (Table 29.4).  The 
evidence for the position of the window in the kitchen is not clear from the glass fragments but 
must be in the northern part of the western wall.   
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The dimensions of the front room were 3.6 by 3.2 m while the kitchen was 3.6 by 3.2 m (Table 
G), making these two rooms the same size.  The space inside the footings of both rooms were 
backfilled with sand and clay deposits (#105, #106). 
 
The rear of the house, like that of houses 15, 17 and 19, was divided into two sections: a narrow 
area immediately behind the house with a stone-flagged surface and with a brick fireplace in the 
northwest corner.  Further to the west is a higher retained area with remnant dry-pressed brick 
paving, most of which had a thin cement surface, and a cesspit in the northwest corner (Plans 2, 
4).  The cesspit in House 21 joined that in House 19 (Photo 3.17, Plan 4).  It was 980 x 980 x 
1270 mm deep.  The cesspit was backfilled with brown sand (#28) and at the base there was about 
10 cm of sandstone rubble.  This deposit contained remains of 12 artefacts, including glass bottles 
and ceramics.  The underfloor deposit (#12) contained some remains of copper nails, and small 
fragments of linoleum. 
 
The demolition deposit in this house contained evidence of the exterior and interior finishes.  The 
deposit in the front room (#4) contained:  
 

• traces of bright orange paint on a brick (cat. no. 1014), 
• cement render with pale orange paint (cat. no. 1016), 
• lath and plaster fragment, whitewashed (cat. no. 1017, 1019), 
• render and set, brown paint (cat. no. 1018). 

 
The lath and plaster was most likely the whitewashed ceiling, the orange painted render was similar 
to fragments found in houses 17 and 19, as is the reddy brown render and set.   
 
The demolition deposit found within the kitchen area (#3) contained:  
 

• sandstock bricks with cement render attached with traces of pale orange paint (cat. no. 
1007, 1012), 

• cement render with bright orange paint, sandstock brick fragment attached (cat. no. 1008), 
• cement render with traces of pale orange paint, shell mortar attached (cat. no. 1009), 
• render and set, whitewashed (cat. no. 1011), 
• render and set, worn pale orange paint (cat. no. 1010), 
• fragment of linoleum (cat. no. 1013). 

 
The exterior render at the front and back of the house was most likely painted orange.  The interior 
walls of the kitchen were whitewashed and there may have been linoleum on the floor at a later 
date.  The presence of render and set with faded orange paint does suggest there may have been 
some interior painting of plaster walls with the orange paint used on the exterior.  The recording of 
the fabric noted the same type of cement render skirting board as found in houses 17 and 19 with 
reddy brown paint above grey paint and white and pink washes.   
 
 
3.5.2.2 Artefactual Evidence – Underfloor deposits 
House 21 contained two main underfloor deposits, in the kitchen was context #11 and in the front 
room was context #12.   
 

 Front Room – Room 1 
The underfloor deposit (#12) of grey sand was only 1 to 2 cm deep in this room.  As is usual for 
front rooms the underfloor deposit contained only a small collection of artefacts, 63 items 
(excluding bone and shell) or 0.43 per cent of all artefacts found at the CSR site (Table 1).  It 
contained 155 fragments of bone or 0.86 of all animal bone found at the site (Table 2).  Other than 
fragments of egg shell there was only five fragments of shell in this deposit.  The sieving notes 
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comment on the presence of small pieces of eggshell, fish scales and bones and a small amount of 
charcoal and animal bone.   
 
Among the artefacts were two coins:  

 Half penny - Edward VII – 1908 
 Half penny - Victoria (young) - 1867 

 
The 63 artefacts were mostly associated with personal (17), food (13), architecture (9), household 
(8) and recreation (8) activities (Table 5).  The majority of personal items were associated with 
clothing or adornment and included buttons (6), a stud with incised concentric circles, glass beads 
for dresses or accessories, and a fake glass stone from an item of jewellery (Table 6). 
 
Among the food artefacts were an oil and vinegar bottle, a high quality glass bowl or dish (cat. no. 
2127), a white gilded egg cup and fragments of a blue tp plate with unidentified pattern, a white 
glazed china tea cup and saucer and a white ware cup and saucer, as well as a sponge ware cup 
(pattern 25), a fragment of a matching saucer being found in the kitchen underfloor deposit (#11) 
(Table 24.2).  Four unidentified glass tableware items were found, one of which was considered to 
be ‘very fine, high quality’ (cat. no. 2129).  Among the artefacts were the remains of a 
gin/schnapps bottle as well as remains of an aerated water bottle.   
 

 
Sponge – pattern 25. Sherd from context #12/10,261.  (Actual size). 
 
What is interesting about the food-related artefacts from this room is that they fall into a narrow 
range of items, exhibiting an interesting group of activities.  These include consumption of tea in 
plain matching teacups and saucers, possibly the eating of salad out of a fine glass bowl, the use of 
other fine glassware as well as the eating of eggs in egg cups.  This conforms closely to the limited 
range of activities to be expected in the ‘parlour’ of the house - the drinking of tea with guests in 
cups and saucers, including one in china, and perhaps on special occasions eating in the front room 
on blue transfer-printed plate.   
 
The household artefacts included five copper alloy ‘upset head’ pins and three thimbles:   

 copper alloy thimble, roll rim, deep-drawn dimples, flowers around waist, child size (cat. 
no. 6127).   

 silver thimble, rolled rim, Birmingham maker hallmark: "DLS" (?) (cat. no. 6121). 
 coppery alloy over iron base thimble, very encrusted. (cat. no. 6121).  

 
The presence of the first two thimbles conforms to the use of the front room as a parlour, were the 
mother with her silver thimble, and the daughter with her decorated smaller thimble sat, perhaps 
with their visitors drinking afternoon tea and embroidering a handkerchief.  The loss of the silver 
thimble would have been keenly felt as it would have been seen as a symbol of domestic femininity 
and appreciation of the feminine arts.   
 
The recreation artefacts in this room included:   
 

 a bone/ebony domino with metal pin (cat. no. 6129), 
 the stems of two clay smoking pipes include a Burns cutty type (1862-1911) (cat. no. 

6119), 
 5 marbles including a limestone one with remnant red paint (cat. no. 6111, 6120, 6130).   
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The domino perhaps indicates that when the occupants of this house had visitors they also played 
games such as dominos which was generally seen as an adult recreation rather than a child’s 
pastime.  In addition the adults, probably the males, were smoking their pipes in this room. 
 
The general distribution of artefacts in this room focuses around the doorway and to a lesser extent 
in front of the fireplace and near the window (Table 28.6).  The distribution of the 155 fragments 
of animal bone is different with a small concentration in the southern part of the room and a focus 
near the eastern wall away from the doorway (Table 32.6).  The majority of the animal bone was 
unidentifiable animal (32%) and fish (17%), followed by sheep (13%), sheep/pig (10%) and rabbit 
(8%) (Table 8). The bones also included 14 fragments of rat bones (9%).  The distribution of the 
rodent bones was in the same area as the concentration of the animal bones (Table 33.9).  None of 
the animal bones in this underfloor deposit had any evidence of rat or canine gnawing. 
 
 

 Kitchen – Room 2 
The underfloor deposit in the kitchen of house 21, context #11, was a deposit of soft black sand 
with some charcoal and between 1 to 13 cm deep, being deeper along the western wall.  It 
contained 429 items with a MIC of 427 or 2.9 per cent of the items recovered from the CSR site 
(Table 1).  In addition the remains of 401 fragments of animal bone were found, 2.32 per cent of 
all animal bone from the site (Table 2) as well as 31 shells (Table 34) and 64 fragments of window 
glass (Table 29.3).  The main concentration of artefacts was in the southwest corner with a small 
number adjacent to the fireplace (Table 28.5).  Approximately half the squares in the kitchen did 
not contain general artefacts.  The concentration of artefacts (122) in A2 is one of the heaviest 
outside context #18, House 15. 
 
This is the smallest kitchen underfloor deposit found in Areas A and C.  The smaller quantity of 
artefacts in the kitchen underfloor area may be the result of the use of linoleum within the kitchen, 
possibly by the end of the nineteenth century, which inhibited the collection of artefacts underneath 
the floor.   
 
The categories in which the largest range of items were found are: personal (37.2%), food 
(18.3%), household (15.5%), recreation (14.8%), and clerical (5%).  There was only one coin 
found in this deposit, a French 5 centimes, Napoleon III (1852-70) (cat. no. 9003).  The FROM 
date (artefacts was made after this date) range are 1796 to 1901 and the overall TO date (artefacts 
was made no later than this date) range is 1840 to 1930.   
 
 
Personal Artefacts 
 

• Adornment 
The artefacts in this category include 83 beads (Table 6) mostly a variety of glass beads, including 
bugle and spun beads in a range of colours including cobalt, red, opal, blue, black, yellow, green.  
One bead was possibly from a hat pin, and another was a hollow copper alloy one.  Other 
adornment items include two items of uncertain form but considered to be associated with attire. 
 

• Clothing 
There were 67 clothing items found in context #11 (Table 6).  Buttons were the most prevalent 
clothing artefact with 55 buttons of various types.  Other clothing artefacts included five hook/eyes 
as well as a single hook, two press studs, the leather heel of a child’s shoe, a bone shirt stud and a 
bone buckle.  Approximately half the buttons (25) were made of mother-of-pearl, with copper alloy 
(aes) (15) being the next most frequent type (Table 11).  This context had the smallest number of 
buttons and the least variation of the fabric types among the buttons found in Areas A and C (Table 
11).  There were only four ‘trouser’ type buttons in the kitchen deposit and one in the front room 
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deposit (Tables 12, 13).  One of the 4-hole concave buttons was stamped with “FARMER & 
COMPANY / Sydney” which was made after 1870 (cat. no. 5115).   
 

• Jewellery 
The jewellery in this underfloor deposit contained two brooches, a piece of chain and two fake 
stones (Table 15).   

 brooch, copper alloy, hollow dome framed by beaded chain, remnant gilding (cat. no. 
5109) (grid B2),   

 brooch, copper alloy, press moulded foil, beaded rim, geometric knot pattern (cat. no. 
5108) (grid B2), 

 chain link, synthetic material, one link, founding grid A3,  
 two glass/paste gems, one a facetted 'diamond' type (cat. no. 5032) and the other a 

dome with a flat base (cat. no. 5033).  Both were found in grid A2. 
 

• Grooming 
Among the grooming items were a comb and a ‘tortoiseshell’ hair clip.  

 comb, flat, synthetic  cream coloured, (cat. no. 5102), grid B2,  
 hair clip, synthetic, ‘tortoiseshell’ with bevelled edges, illegible inscription on reverse 

(Cat. no. 5138), grid F2.  
 

This context contained considerably fewer grooming items then found in other kitchen deposits 
(Table 16).   
 
 
Food Artefacts 
The food items fall into a variety of different sub-categories with the three largest in context #11 
being teaware (37), tableware (27) and condiments (8) (Table 20).  
 

• Teaware 
The teawares consist of remains 17 cups and 17 saucers, two teapots and a teaspoon.  One of the 
teapots was Rockingham glazed and the other consisted of a teapot lid and shoulder, with detailed 
moulding and gilding.  The tea cups were found in a number of styles:  
 

 gilded: 4 cups, and 2 saucers, with gilded lines on rim and spines of handles.   
 single gilded and hand-painted porcelain cup with worn gilded line on rim top, floral 

motif on body in black, yellow, pink and red, (#11/10252).  
 two hand-painted cups and saucers, non-matching patterns, including porcelain cup and 

saucer, 
 single green transfer-printed saucer,  
 three linear ware items, a linear 05 cup and two linear 10 saucers.  This was the only 

occurrence of the linear 10 pattern at the site.  The linear 05 pattern was found in 19 
contexts.  It was found on cups, saucers, a jug and a single plate (Table 24.2), 

 purple transfer print – four saucers, including a ‘Panthes’ pattern, pptp 06 and 42; 
three cups, ‘Cable’ pattern and two unidentified patterns.  Purple tp 42 was also found 
in context #20, a yard deposit in House 21. 

 sponge ware pattern 25, single saucer. Same pattern as found in front room, context 
#12 (above), 

 red tp cup in unidentified pattern, 
 black flow cup in an unidentified pattern, 
 three white glazed china cups and saucers, 
 a whiteware cup and two saucers in fine earthenware.  
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Teaware Ceramic Patterns  - Context #11 

 
Linear pattern 10            Purple TP pattern 42 

         sherd from context #11 (actual size)          sherd from context #11 (actual size). 
 
 

 
Purple TP ‘Panthes’       
sherd from context #11  
(actual size). 
 
The number of hand-painted ceramics in the teawares is the highest found in Areas A and C (Table 
26, Graph 4).  There is a similar pattern for the purple tp teawares where the raw count of seven is 
the highest occurrence of purple tp teawares.  It is the only occurrence of a gilded and moulded 
teaware vessel (teapot).  Most of the other teaware patterns are in the average range of frequencies.  
The only possible matching patterns are the plainer patterns - gilded, white glazed and whitewares 
(Table 26.2).   
 
• Tableware 
The tableware included 20 plates with diameters between 220 and 240 mm, a glass cover, two 
drinking glasses, an unidentified glass item in high quality glass, an iron knife, and an egg cup.  
The various ceramic forms were found in a range of patterns. 
 

 White glazed, egg cup, and plate with base mark – “(POWELL &) BIS(HOP)” / 
“(HA)NLEY / (STAF)FORDSHIRE” (1876-1878). 

 Black transfer print - two plates with unidentified patterns, two with ‘Rhine’ pattern, 
one of which has a rim diameter or 220 mm.  Eight black tp ‘Rhine’ plates have been 
found at the site including one from the house 19 next door (Table 24.2).  In addition 
the ‘Rhine’ pattern was found in a range of tp colours: blue (7) including cup, saucers 
and plates, green on one plate. 

 Blue transfer print - four ‘Asiatic Pheasant’ plates, two with 220 mm rim diameter, one 
‘Albion’ plate, and one unidentified patterned plate.  ‘Albion’ and ‘Asiatic Pheasant’ 
are two of the commonest named patterns found at the site (Table 24.4). 

 Green transfer print - two plates with unidentified patterns. 
 Purple transfer print – one ‘Cable’ plate and one with an unidentified pattern.  
 Sponge ware – single plate with pattern no. 24 and a diameter of 220 mm.  Only one 

other plate with this pattern was found on site in context.  For illustration of pattern see 
analysis of context #14 above.   

 Four whiteware earthenware plates, one with a rim diameter of 220 mm.  
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Context #11 has a similar number of plates to that found in the other main contexts in Areas A and 
C (Table 25).  The number of blue tp is the second highest except for context #18 while it has the 
most black tp plates found in these main contexts.  It also has the most green tp plates (2) as well 
as one of two sponge ware plates found in the eight main contexts.   
 
On the graph of main ceramic types the only point at which context #11 stands out is black tp and 
the hand-painted vessels (Graph 1).  Other ceramic pattern types conform to the general patterns 
evident in the frequencies.  When the frequency of the ceramic patterns found on plates is 
examined the frequency of blue tp, black tp, green tp, purple tp and sponge all stand out.  
Therefore the type of ceramic plates purchased by the occupants of this house are generally 
different to those in the other seven main residences in Areas A and C.   
 
• Serving 
Two serving vessels were identified from context #11 - a bowl and a pie plate.  The serving bowl 
was in china and had brown tp pattern no. 27.  The pie dish was a blue tp ‘Willow 3’ pattern.  This 
was the only pie dish found at the site.  
 

 
Brown transfer print - pattern no. 27.   
 
 
Household Artefacts 
 
• Sewing 
There were 62 sewing artefacts in context #11, 60 pins, mostly upset head steel (57) with a few 
copper alloy pins (3), a bone bobbin, and an iron thimble.  All but two of the pins were found in 
the doorway, as was the thimble (grid A3) (Table 30.4).  There were a few other household 
artefacts but these were mostly unidentified.   
 
 
Recreation Artefacts 
 
• Smoking 
This underfloor deposit had the second highest count of clay smoking pipes in Area A, after 
context #18 but it was not especially high when compared with some of the house in Area C 
(Tables 7, 17).  Among the identified 15 different clay pipes were:  
 

 mouthpiece with a rouletted rim, back seam, in circle impressed: “ERIN …GO / 
[B?]RAGH”, spur has hatched shield “L / R” (cat. no. 5096), 

 bowl with a rouletted rim, “Erin” harp etched at rear seam (cat. no. 5641). 
 
It is quite possible that these two ‘Irish’ pipes were associated with some of the residents who had 
Irish names.  
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• Toys 
This kitchen underfloor deposit contained 64 toys.  These included:  

 a block, 
 parts of a doll’s tea set – a dish, a jug, a saucer and another vessel, 
 parts of five dolls, including the feet of a ‘kewpie’ type doll (FROM 1869), and 

fragments of two porcelain dolls with spoon hands (1830-1840), (cat. nos 5119, 5098), 
 39 marbles made from glass, terracotta, limestone and porcelain.  

 
The fragments of the early porcelain dolls point to a similarity with some of the dolls in other 
houses in Area A, especially context #18 (cat. nos 5250, 5371), and also found in context #62 
/8226, where some of the dolls dated earlier than the houses.  The reasons for the presence of early 
doll types is presumed to be the passing down of dolls from mothers or grandmothers to young 
girls.  It is possible that they were purchased second hand but the former reason is seen to be much 
more likely.  The presence of heirloom dolls is considered to be significant in the structuring of 
gender relations and learned behaviour as well as indicating that these items were considered 
precious by their various generational owners. 
 
 
Clerical Artefacts 
Among the clerical artefacts were 19 slate pencils and five graphite pencils.   
 
 
Animal Bone 
The 401 fragments of animal bone found in context #11 were dominated by fish (34.7%) and 
unidentifiable animal (23.9%).  The identifiable species included sheep (14.7%), rabbit (4%), pig 
(2.2%), European rat (4%), with a few fragments of chicken and cattle bones (Table 8).  While the 
animal bones are generally dispersed across the underfloor deposit there are two focal areas, near 
the rear doorway and to the west of the fireplace, near the window (Table 32.5).  Four of the 
squares contained 50 per cent of the bone.  The rodent bones were distributed in two areas which 
only partially conform to the animal bone distribution (Table 33.7).  Only one animal bone showed 
evidence of gnawing (Table 33.8).  Of the 59 sheep bones 66 per cent were from the trunk (Table 
36).  There were only two bone fragments from the cranium, two from the foot indicating that 
pieces of the sheep’s carcase not normally purchased from a butcher, including the skull and feet, 
were brought into the house.  Of the 59 sheep fragments only 24 bones showed evidence of 
butchering - 18 were cut, five were sawn and one was cut by a knife.  The proportion of cranium 
and extremity fragments was generally small compared with contexts #18 and #313 (Table 36).   
 
Shells 
The 31 shell fragments were separated into 11 different categories therefore providing no real 
patterns of consumption (Table 34).  Among the shells were two fragments of coral.  None of the 
shells had shell mortar on them. 
 
  
 

 


