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4.0  Area C 
 
4.1    Area C, McCredie Street 
This area was part of lot 39 of the subdivision of the Macarthur Estate (Fig. 2.2).  It is located on 
the southern side of Bowman Street near the western boundary of the Macarthur Estate with the 
Ultimo Estate.  The leasehold of Lot 39 was purchased at auction from the Macarthur Estate 
between 1839 and 1843 by Richard Hoplley for £307.12 when the property was described as 
unimproved.1 
 
The Houses in Area C, like those in Area A, were buried under an extensive deposit of demolition 
rubble above which was built a modern bitumen carpark (Photos 4.1, 4.2).  The remains of four 
houses and yards were uncovered in this area as well as their verandahs, the adjacent footpath, 
kerb and guttering and sealed bitumen road.  All of the houses were oriented eastwards to 
McCredie Street.  It is uncertain but House 1 was probably built first, by 1858/9, shortly followed 
by House 7, by 1861, and then Houses 3 and 5 were erected together by 1865 (Fig. 2.4, 4.1).   
 
As with the houses in all the other parts of the site the property freehold was retained by the 
Macarthurs and the leasehold was leased.  The head lessees were usually those who built the 
houses and then leased them out.  Unlike Area A the houses in Area C appear to have been all built 
by separate head lessees.   
 
 

Photo 4.1: View to southwest showing the cleaning of Area C following the removal of the 
bitumen carpark and demolition deposit.  Note the mounds of brick and stone rubble and 
blue metal beyond the area of excavation. CSR Photo 5/27 
 
 

                                              
1 Casey & Lowe 1996, Appendix 1, based on ML CY774, B185, pp. 99, 100. 
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Photo 4.2: Looking east over the four houses in Area C, with House 1 to the north (left) and 
House 7 on the southern (right) side after initial cleaning.  CSR Photo 6/6 
 
 
 

Photo 4.3: View to southwest over Area C with House 1 in the foreground and Houses 3 and 5 
to the left.  Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 6/3 
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Photo 4.4: View to southeast over Area C showing brick-paved yard surface to the rear of 
House 1 and bitumen yard surfaces of Houses 3 and 5. CSR Photo 9/9.   
 
 
4.2 House 1 McCredie Street 
 
4.2.1 History of Occupation 
McCredie Street was previously called Alfred Street and prior to that may have been Beaumont or 
Beauman Lane (Sands 1861).  It was named after the stonemasons the McCredie brothers, one of 
whom built and lived in House 1 McCredie Street.  The McCredie Brothers’ stone yard was around 
the corner in Bowman Street and other members of the family lived in Bowman Street.  The initial 
occupant of the house was Robert McCredie who appears to have lived here between 1858/59 to 
1867.  Robert McCredie is variously described as a mason, stone carver and builder.   
 
After 1868 he no longer resided in the house and it had a series of transient occupants with a 
variety of nationalities.  By 1882 Mary McCredie is identified as the landlord or head lessee of this 
property and it was described as a two-story stone house with five rooms and a slate roof and rated 
at £31 per annum.  Between 1902 and 1923 the house was occupied by Christopher McGee.  The 
house was still extant in 1952. 
 
A visitor to the site, Mr Clarrie Lawler, who read about the excavation of the site in the Sydney 
Morning Herald, identified that he had lived in the house between 1929 and 1952.  His father’s 
name was listed in Sands for 1930 and 1932/33.  During the Second World War his mother worked 
nearby in a munitions factory and his father, who was one-armed, did occasional work.  When he 
lived here he was one of the few children in the area and went to the local school.  He mentioned 
that there had been a lovely stone-carved fireplace in the front room and what was thought might 
be a small room (Room 3) was the position of the staircase.  He noted that no one else in the street 
had such a fireplace.  He also referred to a tap near the northern wall of the yard, adjacent to the 
kitchen, as their main water source, as reticulated water was not connected to the house.  He also 
mentioned that he had played with toy lead soldiers.  He drew two images of the area, one a plan 
and elevation of the house and a sketch of the area (Figs 4.2, 4.3).  
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Figure 4.1: Detail from 1892 plan showing the four houses excavated in Area C. Plan of the 
Pyrmont Estate, Parish of St. Andrews, City of Sydney, 1st May 1892. ML M4 811.173/1892/1.  
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Matrix 4.1: Area C 
This is in a separate file – CSR Harris Matrix Area C.pdf 
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List of occupants who lived in House 1 McCredie Street based on Sands Directories and 
Council rate books. 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1858-59 Macready, Robert  mason  2 Beaumont Street - may not 

be house in study area. 
1861 McCredie, Robert stone carver  2 Bowman Lane - may not be 

house in study area.  
1863 McCredie, Robert stone carver  2 Alfred Street – may not be 

house 
 1864 McCredie, Robert stone-carver  2 Alfred Street – may not be 

house 
1865 McCredie, Robert   Alfred Street – is house 
1867 McCredie, Robert builder   
1868 Johnston, William  marine engineer  73 Alfred Street 
1870 vacant    
1871 Clarke, Henry T    
1873 Langley, George agent   
1875 Punch, Thomas patternmaker   
1877 Punch, Edward,  joiner   
1879 Jones, William moulder  73 McCredie Street 
1882 Storm, William    
1882 Sigmond, Henry  Mary McCredie stone house, slate roof, 2 

storey, five rooms, £31.  
1883 Luckey, H.S    
1885 Luckey, H.S    
1887 Johnston, Charles    
1890 Rassmussen, Peter    
1892 Renneberg, John  

Murdoch, Alexander 
fireman 
stonemason 

  

1896 Smith, William    
1897 Smith, William    
1899 Montgomery, Thomas    
1900 Montgomery, Thomas    
1901   Miss Mary 

McCredie 
house, £23.  

1902 McGee, Christopher    
1906 McGee, Christopher    
1908 McGee, Christopher    
1910 McGee, Christopher    
1912 McGee, Christopher    
1914 Christopher, Nagel      Colonial Sugar 

Refinery  
(Lessee) Late W. 
Sparks  
(Sublessee) Ellen 
McCredie 

stone house, slate roof, 2 
storey, five rooms, £28. 

1916 McGee, Christopher    

1918 McGee, Christopher    

1920 McGee, Christopher    

1923 McGee, Christopher   in 1925 living in House 9 
1925 Williams, Stephen    
1927 Williams, Stephen    
1930 Lawler, James    

1932/33 Lawler, James    
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Figure 4.2: Sketch of the land within Areas A, B And C by Clarrie Lawler showing no. 1 
McCredie Street in which he lived. Area B on Bowman Street was vacant and the houses in 
Area A on New Street were demolished.  
 
 

Figure 4.3: Plan and elevation of no. 1 McCredie Street by Mr Clarrie Lawler who lived in 
the house between 1929 and 1952.   
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4.2.2 Construction and Layout of House 1 McCredie Street 
The phases of archaeological contexts found associated with House 1 were the same as the other 
three houses in Area C.  The matrix illustrates these phases as construction, occupation and 
demolition all buried beneath a modern car park (Matrix 4.1).   
 
 
4.2.2.1  Layout 
The layout of house 1 was different to all the other houses within Areas A, B and C but was 
similar to House 17 Mount Street (Area D).  House 1 had a front room and another room to the 
northern side (Room 2) with a smaller space (Room 3) which was probably under the staircase, and 
a detached kitchen (Photo 4.3, Plans 9, 11).2  The footings in the main rooms of House 1 were 
built in faced rubble stone with a rubble core fill with yellow shell mortar (#370, #371).  The only 
evidence for a fireplace was in the northern wall of the front room.  The doorway into the front of 
the house was most probably in the southern part of the eastern wall, away from the fireplace.  The 
northern and southern (side) walls were between 470 m to 500 mm thick and the eastern (front) 
wall were 380 mm to 430 mm thick.  The front room was 3.8 by 3.37 metres, or 12.80 sq. metres.  
The demolition deposit (#301) inside and above the house indicates that it was constructed in 
sandstone with a yellow sand mortar with lots of roofing slate at the base. 
 
The rear half of the house was divided by a low east-west footing, making what appeared to be two 
small rooms but as noted above the oral history suggests that the southwest corner was where the 
staircase was located (Fig. 4.3).  There may have been a cupboard type space underneath the stairs 
or a smaller open space under the rise of the staircase.  The northern room was 2.45 m by 2 m (4.9 
m sq.) while the area of the southern staircase area was 2.4 m by 1.5 m (3.6 m sq).  The partition 
wall footings were between 370 mm to 420 mm wide and were formed with large rough squared 
stones of various dimensions.  While only one course of the front wall remained two courses 
survived of the rear wall of the house.   
 

Photo 4.5: View to west over kitchen and paved rear yard of House 1. CSR Photo 11/2 

                                              
2 Information partly based on oral history and archaeological evidence.   
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Photo 4.6: Flagged area between kitchen and rear wall of the house with remnant linoleum, 
looking west into the kitchen over the threshold in rear wall of house (foreground). Scale 1 m. 
CSR Photo 5/30   
 
The doorway out of the rear of the house into the detached kitchen and the yard area was in the 
southern end of the western wall (Photo 4.5).  In between the rear wall of the house and the 
detached kitchen was a stone-flagged area that appears to have been a covered way between the 
kitchen and the house.  This flagged area ran along the back of the house and turned down the 
northern side of the kitchen although the covering would not have continued (Plan 13, Photo 4.6).   
 
The earliest surface in the rear yard was brick paving, mostly dry-pressed bricks and some remnant 
flagstones (#349) that had broken up with wear.  The dry-pressed brick paving presumably 
replaced an earlier flagged yard surface.  The brick surface of the yard was underneath a later 
bitumen surface (#348, Plan 11).  More stone-flagged pathway, with bitumen resurfacing, ran 
along the northern side of the house down to the street forming a side access to the yard and cesspit 
(Plan 13, Fig. 4.1).  
 
Only part of the structural remains of the detached kitchen survived - the southern wall, the 
northern end of the western wall and part of the stone hearth (Plan 13, Photo 4.5).  Remains of 
footing trenches of the robbed walls help define the position of the eastern and northern wall.  It 
appears there was a large traditional type kitchen fireplace built into the western wall of the kitchen 
(Fig. 4.2).  The remains of the stone hearth was 1380 mm by 560 mm.  The width of the void up 
to the line of the rear wall was 750 mm.  The width to the southern wall was 230 mm.  This size of 
the kitchen was approximately 2.7 by 2.4 m.  The demolition deposit associated with the kitchen 
(#308) had mid-brown mortar and plaster.   
 
In the southwest corner of the yard was the cesspit, context #346 (Photos 4.5, 4.7).  It was built of 
three courses of pecked cut sandstone at the rear (west) which formed part of the rear yard 
retaining wall (Photo 4.7).  On the northern side a large well-cut stone block remained above 
ground.  The size of the cesspit was 1120 mm by 810 mm.  The cesspit was sewered at some stage 
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during the occupation of the house and was backfilled with grey white clay and sandstone rubble 
(#347).  This deposit was excavated to a depth of 550 mm.  Context #347 contained remains of 41 
items including an undated Victorian penny with a young Victoria (cat. no. 9129).  Two of the 
artefacts date FROM 1880 and one dates from 1900 suggesting that this deposit may not have been 
backfilled until the turn of the century.  This deposit will be discussed in more detail below.  
 

Photo 4.7: Cesspit in southwest corner of the yard of House 1.  Note the stone and brick 
retaining wall that forms the rear of the property.  Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 9/23 
 
 
It is likely that the western area between the rear wall of the kitchen and the cesspit was also 
covered over.  The remains of earlier flagging in this area accords with the evidence from various 
historic plans - the 1865 survey plan (Fig. 2.4) and the detail from the 1892 plan (Fig. 4.1) which 
show the rear of House 1 as a stepped line of structures.  These accord with Figure 4.3.  The rear 
property boundary for all of Area C was a long wall initially built in large stone blocks and then 
rebuilt over time with dry-pressed brick and cement (Photo 4.5).   
 
The plan of this house is markedly different to those in Areas A and C which all have their 
kitchens incorporated into the house.  It was larger and had more rooms while the kitchen was 
considerably larger and had a purpose-built kitchen fireplace and hearth.  The model for this house 
is an older style than that used in any of the other excavated houses, except 17 Mount Street.  As 
observed above it is thought to have been built by Robert McCredie, a stone mason/builder who 
presumably built in a more traditional housing style for his own use rather than for a tenant.   
 

• Finishes 
Among the demolition deposit #301, inside the front room of House 1, were found fragments of 
render and set with cream paint and window glass.  In the western part of the house the demolition 
deposit to the south contained fragments of render and set (plaster) with pale orange paint.  In the 
northern part of the western half of the house were found fragments of render and set (plaster) with 
light mustard-yellow paint near the eastern wall.  The evidence for the finishes suggests that front 
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room had cream-painted plaster walls and that Room 2 (kitchen) had mustard-yellow plaster walls.  
In addition the roof was covered with roofing slates.  The demolition associated with the kitchen 
(#308) contained cement render with pale blue paint flakes over an earlier pink coating 
(#308/1137).   
 
Linoleum was used on the kitchen floor (above), on the covered way and on the threshold of the 
door going into the rear of the house (Room 3).  It is possible that it was used as a covering for the 
floors of Rooms 2 and 3.  The fragments of linoleum on the covered way were backed with 
newspapers, one section of which had a date of ‘1946’.  It is unlikely that linoleum was used on the 
floor of the front room as the occupants would probably have used a rug of some description. 
 

• Windows 
The evidence for the position of windows in the house is unclear.  The distribution of window glass 
in the front room underfloor deposit (#313) suggests that there was a window in the front eastern 
wall of the house (Table 38.1).  Evidence during excavation suggested that there was a window in 
the western wall of Room 2 which is partially borne out by the distribution of window glass (Table 
38.2).  A window weight was found in the demolition in Room 1 and another in the demolition of 
Room 2.   
 

• Drainage Trench 
An excavated trench (#375) crosses through the Front Room and Room 2, from east to west (Photo 
4.3, Plan 13).  This trench appears to have acted as a drain for removal of water from the house as 
there was an opening in the eastern wall.  There was underfloor deposit above the trench so it is 
possible that this trench was excavated during the construction stages of the house but it may also 
have operated during the occupation and use of the house.  This trench passes underneath the 
central wall between the Front Room and the two rear spaces and continues to the front wall of the 
house, although it is not drawn as such on the plan as there was only a very shallow dip to the 
trench near the front wall. 
 
 
4.2.3 Archaeological Deposits – House 1 
The archaeological deposits associated with this house included: 

o demolition deposits in the three rooms and over the kitchen and yard area, 
o shallow underfloor deposits in the three rooms, 
o backfill of the cesspit, 
o construction deposits which were not excavated. 

 
 
4.2.3.1  Front Room – Room 1 
One aspect of all the underfloor deposits in this house compared to all the other houses in Areas A 
and C is that they contained relatively few artefacts in the underfloor deposits (Tables 5, 19).  The 
underfloor deposit in the front room, context #307, was only 3 to 5 cm deep and contained remains 
of 264 items (Table 19) with the most frequent categories being personal (58%), household (16%), 
and recreation (11%).  There were very few artefacts associated with food or alcohol.  Most of the 
artefacts were distributed in a triangular area between the eastern and southern walls (Table 37.1).  
This concentration was away from the fireplace and near the eastern wall with the doorway and 
window. 
 
 
Personal  
The personal artefacts were sorted into four sub groups: adornment, clothing, grooming and 
jewellery. 
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 Adornment 
All but one of the adornment items were beads, the other item was an unidentified decorative 
element (Table 10).  The beads included mostly ones that would have been attached to clothing, 
bags and perhaps furnishings.  Among the 99 beads were at least 34 glass bugle beads in amber, 
cobalt blue, yellow, emerald, green, clear and crimson.  Other bead types were the small spun 
glass beads in a variety of colours.  
 

 Clothing 
Among the personal clothing category were 28 buttons, two hooks, and one safety pin (Table 10).  
This context was not analysed in detail as it generally had small counts for all categories.  The 
buttons were made of: bone (5), iron (1), glass (1), mother-of-pearl (12), porcelain (1), synthetic 
(1), coppery alloy (5) and glass/aes (2).  Of the five copper alloy buttons, four were trouser buttons 
with the following inscriptions:  
 

o “MANNIX BROS. / 109 KING ST” (Sydney 1864-1879), (#307/6978), 
o “DOUBLE RING EDGE” (#307/6888), 
o “MOSES LEVY & Co / LONDON” (#307/6887), 
o “BEST RING EDGE”, (#307/6979).  

 
Among the mother-of-pearl buttons, two and four hole types, were three hand-made buttons, 
including a crude ‘pie curst’ type (#307/6921), which have an end manufacturing date of ca. 1850.  
One of the buttons was probably from a doll.  The two glass/aes buttons were ‘jewel’ types and 
were probably for men’s vests.   
 

 Grooming 
The only artefact in this category were eight fragments of a mirror (cat. no. 3217; Table 16).  
 

 Jewellery 
The only item of jewellery recovered from the underfloor deposit was a fake (glass) gem 
(#307/6962; Table 15).   
 
 
Household 
Among the household artefacts were 37 pins, all upset head types in both copper alloy and steel, 
and two glass beads thought to be from furnishings (Table 10).   
 
 
Recreation  
The range of recreation artefacts was limited to a fragment of clay pipe and 29 marbles (Table 17).  
There were no other toys in this house other than marbles, no pieces of dolls or of dolls’ teasets or 
lead soldiers which were common in the underfloor deposits in Areas A and C.  This may suggest 
that no female children ever lived in this house but that is not certain.  The general paucity of 
artefacts in these underfloor deposits would suggest that the absence of artefacts was not definitive 
in this instance.   
 
 
Animal Bone 
Only a small quantity of animal bone, 95 fragments, was recovered from context #307 (Table 39).  
A total of 660 fragments of animal bone were recovered from the three rooms within this house.  
Twenty of the bones belonged to a cat, other bones associated with the cat skeleton were found in 
the other two rooms, with most of the fragments, including the skull and jaw bones being found in 
Room 3, context #319.  All of the cat bones in #319 were found in a single square, A5, and 
belonged to the same animal.  Clearly the cat bones were disturbed after it died underneath the 
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floor.  It appears to have died there rather than having been buried there as it was not in a hole in 
the ground.  It is also possible that it died there when the house was vacant as it would have smelt 
quite a lot.   
 
The majority of bones in #307, aside from the cat, were fish (25), sheep (14) and rat (11), aside 
from unidentified species (Table 39).  These bones were distributed along the eastern and western 
walls (Table 40.1).  The rat bones were mostly along the eastern wall (Table 41.1).   
 
 
Shells  
Remains of 77 shells were found in context #307.  Forty-five per cent of the shells were cockles 
with the other major group being cowries (Table 34).  The occurrence of the cockles was the 
second highest of Areas A and C and the highest occurrence of cowries at the site.  Also fragments 
of eggshell were found.   
 
 
4.2.3.2  Room 2 – Context #319 
The underfloor deposit, context #319, in Room 2 had a shallow, fine organic matrix.  In some 
squares it was deeper than 5 cm.  The sieving record show that this deposit contained few 
inclusions other than small fragments of shell, egg shell, charcoal and fine bones, mostly fish, as 
well as some fish scales.  It contained 98 (97 mic) artefacts (excluding bone and shell) and 123 
bone fragments (Tables 1, 2).  The 97 artefacts were distributed in the southeastern half of the 
room, forming a triangular area, with only a few items outside this space (Table 37.2).  Again the 
concentration of artefacts was near the window in the western wall.  The artefacts fall into a variety 
of categories: personal (37%), recreation (15%), household (10%), architecture (9%), food (8%), 
(Table 19).   
 
 
Personal 
 

 Adornment  
Context #319 contained 13 glass beads including a single bugle bead.  
 

 Clothing  
In context #319 there were 15 buttons, including:  

o three 4-hole trouser buttons,  
o five mother-of-pearl buttons,  
o a solitaire with a Freemason’s symbol in silver(?) on foliate etched ground / 

reverse - "PATENTED" / July 1878/9(?), #319/8004, and  
o two shirt studs. 

 
 Grooming 

A stopper from a perfume bottle.  
 

 Jewellery 
A fake gem and two foliate claws for holding stones from a necklace.   
 
 
Recreation  
This was fairly limited group with remains of two pipes, one stem with ‘CORK’ stamped on both 
sides, and 13 marbles. 
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Household 
 

 Sewing 
Among the household sewing items were:  

o seven thimbles, including one possibly used by a child, and  
o a single pin. 

 
 
Food 
There were only eight food items, which included teaware (4 items), tableware (2 items), 
preparation (1 item) and condiment (1 item). 
 

 Teawares  
Among the teawares were:  

o three cups, one white glazed and two with linear pattern no. 9, one with three red 
lines around the rim while the other had three blue lines around the rim.  The 
Linear ware no. 9 cup joins a cup sherd from the cesspit deposit #347/11863.   

o a saucer with blue flow decoration, unidentified pattern.   
 
 Tablewares 

o A stemware glass with a feather motif.  
o A mustard/salt spoon with small round bowl, ‘fiddle’ / illegible hallmark, 

(#319/7964).  
 

 Preparation 
o part of a mixing bowl with a mustard coloured glaze.   

 
 Condiment 

o Oil/Vinegar bottle embossed with “GEORGE WHYBROW”. 
 

 
 
Linear pattern 09 – tea cup 
Actual sherd from #319.  
(actual size) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Clerical 
There were remains of four slate pencils in context #319.  
 
 
Animal Bone 
Context #319 contained 123 fragments of animal bone and most of the bone was in one corner (A5) 
of the room and contained 87 fragments of bone from a cat (see above discussion) (Tables 39, 
40.2).  There were only five fragments of rat bone in this room.  None of the animal bone showed 
evidence of gnawing. 
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4.2.3.3  Room 3 
This was the smallest room, possibly acting as a small hallway linking Room 1 to Room 2 and the 
kitchen which also contained the base of the staircase going up to the upper floor.  This floor 
contained context #320 which was a shallow deposit of fine organic material.  The sieving 
comments indicated that some of the grid squares contained moderate amounts of charcoal, egg 
shell, bone and fish scale while other squares only contained small amounts of this material.  Only 
B1, C1, C2 and D2 contained deposits deeper than 5 cm.   
 
Context #320 contained remains of 160 artefacts and 442 fragments of animal bone.  The largest 
group among the 160 items were (aside from architecture): personal (47%), recreation (19%), 
clerical (8%), household (8%), and food at only (5%).   
 
 
Personal 

 Adornment 
In the adornment category, context #320, were 36 beads, including two bugle beads in clear and 
green, small glass beads in blue, black, pink, white and clear as well as two facetted beads (Table 
10).   
 

 Clothing 
The clothing artefacts were restricted to 35 buttons, a eye from a hook and eye, and two shirt studs 
(Table 10).  One of the skirt studs had a milk white opal (#320/8040).  Among the buttons were:  

o four hole, concave / reverse – “HOWARD & DAVIES” “LONDON” / face – 
“COCHRAN & CUTLER”, (#320/8049).  

o a golden age jacket button with a fouled anchor (#320/8016).  
o two trouser buttons.  
o 20 mother-of-pearl buttons which was quite a high number when compared with 

other rooms in Area C (Table 14).  
o three porcelain buttons. 

 
 Jewellery 

There was only one item of jewellery - a fake gem in an old single cut diamond shape (cat. no. 
8050).  
 
 
Recreation  
The only recreation artefacts in Room 2 were:  

 18 marbles. 
 pipe stem with left hand side –  “[Mc]DOUGALL GL[ASGOW]” / right hand side – 

“[Mc DOU]GALL GLASGO[W]”. This was a Scottish manufacturer who made 
pipes between 1846-1967.   

 
As with the front room and Room 2 there were no children’s toys other than the marbles.   
 
 
Clerical 
This category contained 10 slate pencils and two graphite pencils (Table 18).   
 
 
Household 
The household artefacts were only 10 upset head pins, eight steel (FROM 1890) and two copper 
alloy (FROM 1880), (Table 10).   
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Food 
The food artefacts were five items of tableware and three teaware artefacts. 
 

 Tableware 
The tableware included a glass tumbler and stopper and remains of three plates.  The plates were 
decorated with red tp in an unidentified pattern, purple tp ‘Gem’ pattern and a moulded white 
ironstone ‘Ceres’ patterned plate.   
 

 Teaware 
In the teawares were two cups and a saucer.  Only one cup pattern was identified, blue tp no. 155.  
 

 
 

       Blue tp 155 
Actual sherd from #320/11809. 
(double actual size).  
 
 

 
 
Animal Bone 
The underfloor deposit in Room 3, context #320, had a fair size collection of animal bone, with 
442 fragments (Table 39).  The animal bone was concentrated on the western side of the room with 
more than 50 per cent in two squares (Table 40.3).  Forty-two per cent of the bone, 185 bone 
fragments, was from rats.  This is the third highest occurrence in Area C and is generally much 
higher than Area A where the highest was 69 bone fragments in context #15 (Tables 39, 8).  Most 
of the rat bone, 119 fragments, came from square A1 in the southwest corner of the room (Table 
41.2).  The cataloguing makes no comment on the relationship between these bones; it does not 
comment on how many rats these belonged to but clearly there were probably a number of 
individuals.  There were only six fragments of bone showing rat gnawing. 
 
 
4.2.3.4  Upstairs 
The demolition deposits from the three rooms contains some artefacts that were most likely to be 
associated with the two upstairs rooms:  
 

o Context #301 – demolition deposit in Front Room: 
 mother-of-pearl button, cat. no. 6851, 
 bakelite fine-toothed comb , cat. no. 6849, 
 remains of a glass / copper alloy brooch/pendant, cat. no. 6850, 
 pharmaceutical bottle for either medicine or toilet, cat. no. 3150,  
 fragment of a gilded saucer, cat. no. 11220 and a blue flow saucer cat. no. 

11219.   
 

o Context #303 – demolition deposit in Room 2 
Some of these artefacts probably belong to upstairs and some to the use of this room.  Among the 
items from #303 were:  

 clag bottle and slate pencil, cat. nos 3165, 6826, 
 mustard jar – “MOUTARDE de MAILLE” / “Vinaigrier – Distillateur” / 

“FOURNISSEUR” / “des premieres Cours” / “DE L'EUROPE” / 
“PARIS”, cat. no. 11221, 

 ornamental glass object - border edge clear glass / clear glass - enamelled, 
milky background with pink small bubble motif, cat. no. 3173, 
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 white glazed plate and cup, cat. nos 11223, 11224, 
 mother-of-pearl button, 
 brooch with glass ‘emerald’ on copper strip, cat. no. 6864,  
 2 medicine/toilet bottles. One with rectangular, chamfered body, embossed 

on four sides.  Called “PROFs THOMSONS” / “HERBAL” / 
“[RE]MEDIES”, cat. no. 3169, 

 a clay pipe bowl with handmade rouletting at lip, cat. no.6861,  
 a marble. 

 
o Context #302 – demolition deposit in Room 3 

This deposit contained:  
 slate writing pencil, 
 a half penny (1860-1894), cat. no. 9052, 
 crocket hook (cat. no. 6855), scissors (cat. no. 6854), sewing pin,  mother 

of pearl button, 
 the only doll found in the house, a near complete shoulder plate doll with 

black curls in 1870s style, paint eroded, cat. no. 6858,  
 glass sherds for lamp chimney, cat. no. 3161,  
 marble. 

 
Therefore based on the artefacts from the demolition deposits above Room 2 and 3 it is possible 
that the rear upstairs room was used for sewing, crocheting and perhaps at one time was a young 
girl’s bedroom.  This doll is the only evidence for a girl’s presence within this house.  The main 
evidence for children, not necessarily male or female, are the marbles.  This is a lot less than in the 
other houses in Areas A and C.   
 
 
4.2.3.5  Cesspit Backfill 
The cesspit (#346) was backfilled with context #347 a mix of grey white clay and sandstone rubble 
(Matrix 4.1).  The nature of the backfill makes it uncertain if it was backfilled with general rubbish 
from the house or material acquired from elsewhere.  Normally it is assumed that the artefacts 
from the backfill of a feature such as a cesspit came from the household at the time the cesspit was 
turned into a sewered toilet.  The presence of a sherd from the cesspit that joined one in context 
#319 would tend to support this contention (see below).  
 
Context #347 contained 41 (mic) artefacts, 51 per cent of which were associated with personal 
items (Table 43.1).  The other main category was food (21%) while there were only one or two 
other artefacts in the other categories.  There was a single coin, a penny with a young Victoria but 
the date was unreadable due to corrosion.   

 
Personal 
The personal artefacts consisted of 14 beads, six buttons and a bottle.  Thirteen of the beads were 
small diameter ones in blue, white, pink and yellow, with a single bugle bead.   
 
 
Food 
There were nine different food items, with one conjoin with context #319, the underfloor deposit in 
Room 2 (Table 43.3).  The food items included a condiment bottle, three tableware items, and five 
teaware items.  
 

 Tablewares 
The tablewares included a glass tumbler and two plates, a whiteware plate with a rim diameter 220 
mm and a purple transfer-printed ‘Cable’ patterned plate.  
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 Teawares 
There were four cups: 

o a whiteware, 
o a purple printed ‘Cable’ patterned cup with rim diameter of 90 mm,  
o a black tp pattern no. 17, with rim diameter of 90 mm (see picture below), 
o linear ware pattern no. 9, conjoin with context #319, with rim diameter of 90 mm 

(see above). 
 
A single saucer:  

o a purple printed ‘Cable’ patterned saucer with rim diameter of 160 mm.  
 
The presence of ‘Cable’ pattern on plates, cup and saucer is interesting. ‘Cable’ pattern was found 
on eleven different items within the CSR site and on all the main vessel forms: dinner plates, egg 
cups, and cups and saucers (Table 44).  It was found in contexts #11 (2), #15 (2), #69 (1), #86 (1), 
#313 (2) and #347 (3).  While one of the more common patterns it was not as frequent as Willow 3 
(51), Asiatic Pheasant (26), Albion (19), all in blue transfer print.  Yet it is the only named 
coloured transfer print other than blue that was found with any frequency. 
 
 

Black TP no. 17, exterior decoration of central pumpkins with foliated scrolls on either side 
with key meander band above and below (above); interior key meander band (below). 
#347/11862. Actual size.   

 
 
 
Dating of backfill  
The date of some of the artefacts from the cesspit indicates that it was probably backfilled around 
1900.  Two glass artefacts date FROM 1880, cat. nos 14264, 14265; while a grooming bottle dates 
from 1900, cat. no. 14263.  There are no base marks on these artefacts.   
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4.3 House 3 McCredie Street 
House 3 was one of four houses excavated in McCredie Street (Photos 4.1, 4.2) that was built by 
1865.  It was a two-storey stone house with slate roof and three rooms, presumably one room 
upstairs and two rooms downstairs.  This house was built at the same time as house 5 (Plans 9, 11, 
13) and had the same layout but with the fireplace reversed.  A number of different occupants were 
listed in Sands and the Council rates.  Between 1873 and 1879 the house was occupied by Alfred 
Holmes, boilermaker and his family who were the only long-term occupant before Adolph 
Dhalberg in the early twentieth century who lived there for at least ten years.  Some of the other 
early residents presumably worked nearby because of their job descriptions of shipwright, 
engineer, and mason.  The may have worked for the McCredie brothers around the corner or at the 
ship or engineering works down on the shoreline.   
 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1865 Hodge, Joseph shipwright    
1867 Hanncox, Robert  engineer   
1868 Barker, Frederick 

William 
  Initially 75 Alfred Street. 

1870 Holland, Joseph     
1871 Smith, William mason   
1873 Holmes, Alfred    
1877 Holmes, Alfred boilermaker   
1879 Holmes, Alfred boilermaker  75 McCredie Street 
1880 Luckey, H.S    
1882 Howard, Nathaniel stonemason Roberts, Robert Now no. 3 McCredie Street. 

Stone house, slate roof, 2 storey, 
3 rooms, £23. 

1883 McPherson, Hugh    
1885 Paxton, James    
1886 Petrson, Robert    
1887 Mitchell, Joseph    
1892 McMahon, John     
1895 Brookes, Thomas    
1897 McAuley, William    
1899 Riley, James    
1900 Smith, William    
1901 Martell, Michael  E. Croker house, £16. 
1902 Jackson, Charles    
1904 Dhalberg, Adolph    
1906 Dhalberg, Adolph    
1908 Dhalberg, Adolph    
1910 Dhalberg, Adolph    
1912 Dhalberg, Adolph    
1914 Dhalberg, Adolph  (Sublessee)  

E. Crocker 
stone house, slate roof, 2 storey, 3 
rooms, £26. 

1916 Levy, Eric    
1918 Powell, Cornelius     
1920 no entry    
1923 Nicholson, S    
1925 Mulford, William    
1927 Roper, Joseph    
1930 Robert, Jospeh    

1932/33 Fisher, Joseph    
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4.3.1 Construction and Layout of House 3 McCredie Street  
The phases of archaeological contexts found associated with House 3 were the same as the other 
three houses in Area C.  The matrix illustrates these phases as construction, occupation and 
demolition all buried beneath a modern car park (Matrix 4.1).  All houses in Area C faced east and 
fronted onto remains of the footpath and sealed roadway (Photos 4.2, 4.3, 4.4). 
 
4.3.1.1  Layout 
House 3 was built with rough stone blocks with rubble core fill.  None of the stones showed any 
evidence of being squared, although they had one flat face.  The remains of the house included a 
stone-flagged verandah, walls of two rooms, yard surfaces and a cesspit (Photo 4.8, Plans, 9, 11, 
13).  The general layout of the house was front room and kitchen with fireplace in the northern 
wall (Plan 9,13).  The remains of the fireplace in the front room was not extant although it was 
presumably on the northern side.   
 

Photo 4.8: View to west over Houses 3 and 5.  House 3 is centre right and House 5 is centre 
left.  These two houses were built at the same time between Houses 1 and 7 which were built 
earlier.  There was a laneway between Houses 5 and 7 which presumably provided access to 
the rear of the three southern houses.  At the front was the footpath and sealed surface of 
McCredie Street. CSR Photo 10/35 
 
 
The front room was 3.73 m by 3.22 m or 12.01 m sq. with the door threshold in the southern part 
of the eastern doorway showing the position of the front doorway from the street (Plans 11, 13).  
The kitchen was 3.23 by 2.16 m, or 6.97 m sq, (see Table G) and had a fireplace with a large 
hearthstone against the northern wall (Photo 4.9).  The partition wall between the two rooms was 
built with a wider base (compare plan 11 with plan 13 when the underfloor deposit was removed) 
for the placement of the timber floor structure.  There were no internal brick piers for the floor 
system in the kitchen but there were in the front room where they were placed north-south down 
the centre of the room and adjacent to the eastern and western walls (Plan 13). 
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Photo 4.9: Looking east over spit 3 of the underfloor deposit in the kitchen of House 3. The 
fireplace was in the northern wall. The nails outline the grid system. The orange 
discolourations are tin lids that were at the top of spit 3.  The top of spit 3 appeared to be a 
distinct surface.  There is a metal grate covering a vent in the rear wall of the house. Scale 
1m.  CSR Photo 8/22 
 
 
In the kitchen there was a door threshold in the southern part of the western wall (Plan 13) which 
was later repaired with a thin layer of cement.  As was typical with all the kitchens in the houses in 
Area A the doorways are on the opposite side of the room away from the fireplace.  It is presumed 
that the doorway in the partition wall between the front room and the kitchen was in the same 
alignment.  There was a vent with a metal cover in the rear wall (Photo 4.9). 
 
 

• Finishes 
The finishes found in the demolition deposit in the front room, context #305, were yellow render 
and set (plaster).  There was some evidence of render and set (plaster) with pink paint (cat. no. 
1130).   
 
In the kitchen underfloor deposit, context #313, there was evidence of fragments of cement render 
with orange paint which would have been used on the exterior of the house.   
 
 

• Roofing 
Copper nails - square shafted wedge point / flat head – and roofing slate were found in #305. 
Twelve copper nails and 15 iron wire nails were found in the underfloor deposit #316.  The copper 
nails were probably used for attaching the roofing slates.  More copper nails were found in #313, 
in the kitchen.   
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• Windows 
In the front room a concentration of window glass fragments in the underfloor deposit is suggestive 
of the placement of a window in the eastern front wall to the north of the doorway (Table 38.4).  
There was also a concentration near the western wall but its meaning is unclear unless there was an 
internal window.   
 
The main distribution of window glass in the kitchen was in front of the fireplace with small 
quantities of sherds distributed throughout most of the room (Table 38.5).  As this is a fairly small 
room it is difficult to say a lot about the window glass distribution other than to suggest that there 
must have been a window in the western wall. 
 
 

• Yard Area 
The yard surface found during initial excavation consisted of a bituminous and cement surface, 
context #350, which was up to four layers thick and was very patchy (Photos 4.2, 4.4, Plan 11).  
This yard surface was underneath a black organic deposit with timbers (#325).  The removal of that 
layer (#350) exposed a black sand with bituminous coal deposit (#351) at the rear of the property 
(Plan 13).  Closer to the house was a small area of brick paving with a stormwater drain (#372) 
associated with some more cement surfacing.  No further removal of the yard surface was 
undertaken.   
 
This type of yard area is larger than those in Area A and is quite different.  There is no clear 
evidence for washing areas and laundry coppers as in Area A.  The smaller yards of Area A are 
much more orderly and have a series of sealed surfaces while these bituminous surfaces do suggest 
that there was an ongoing process of repair.  The impression given by the yards in Area A is of a 
more controlled and ordered environment which would have been easier to clean and would have 
produced less dust.   
 

Photo 4.10: Rear yard of Houses 3, 5 and 7 showing the yard surfaces at the time of 
demolition of the house and prior to excavation down to earlier surfaces. CSR Photo 7/11 
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• Cesspit 
At the rear of the yard, adjacent to the western property boundary (the stone retaining wall), was a 
double cesspit (#340) that was half in the property of House 3 and half in that of House 5 (Plan 9, 
Photo 4.11).  The cesspit was built of a single course of sandstone on a rock-cut rectangular 
trench. The overall dimensions of the double pit were 1930 mm by 910 mm and 1590 mm deep.  
The pipe entrance to the cesspit was at the southern end.  The cesspit was backfilled with three 
deposits.  At the top was context #341, a loose chunky pink and yellow clay with fragments of 
sandstock brick and broken pipe.  It contained 14 artefacts and was 870 mm deep.  Underneath this 
was context #342, a deposit of white and grey clay with rubble stone and brick that was 500 to 520 
mm deep and contained only four artefacts.  Below this was context #343 which was only 
excavated on the southern side of the cesspit and was a black wet organic deposit which was about 
200 mm deep.  This was probably the only clear cesspit deposit while all the other two deposits 
were purely backfill to allow of the connection of sewerage pipes to the privy.  Context #343 
contained 58 artefacts.  The artefacts from context #343 will be discussed in detail below.   
 
Fragments of a tea cup with black tp no. 13 (#340/11834) joined a cup from #313/11329, the 
kitchen underfloor deposit in House 3.  This was the only conjoin from the artefacts in the cesspit 
which does suggest that the later backfilling deposits may contain rubbish from House 3 and 
possibly from House 5.   
 

Photo 4.11: Rear yard of House 3 showing the double cesspit in the foreground and the earlier 
yard surfaces. Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 9/17 
 
 
4.3.2 Archaeological Deposits – House 3 
The archaeological deposits associated with House 3: 

• demolition deposits in the two rooms and over the yard area,  
• shallow underfloor deposits in the two rooms,  
• backfills in the cesspit, 
• construction deposits which were not excavated, 
• yard deposits. 
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4.3.2.1  Front Room  
The underfloor deposit in the front room, context #316, consisted of layer of thin black organic 
sand.  During excavation of this deposit it was found to be mixed with demolition debris on the top 
of most of the squares on the western side of the room and in the southeast corner.  Therefore this 
deposit had a high proportion (10%) of architectural-associated artefacts (Table 19).  The majority 
of #316 was excavated as a single spit except for squares B5, C4, D5 and E3 which were deep 
enough to require two spits, and were therefore between 5 to 10 cm deep. 
 
The sieving sheets show that some of the squares had little or no material in the matrix of some of 
the deposit.  Other squares had a small to moderate amount of charcoal, egg shell, animal bone and 
fish scale.  Context #316 contained 557 items, 3.79 per cent of all artefacts from the site (Table 1).  
This was the second largest deposit in a front room in either Area A or Area C.  The greatest 
proportion of items, 56 per cent, were associated with personal activities.  Other groups, aside 
from architectural artefacts, were household (10%), food (7%), alcohol (5%), clerical (4%) and 
recreation (4%).   
 
The distribution table shows a concentration of artefacts in the western half of the room with a 
focus in the southwestern area (Table 37.4).  The main focus was near the doorway into the kitchen 
and with some concentration near that side of the fireplace.  A third smaller concentration was near 
the window in the eastern wall.   

 
Personal 
 

 Adornment  
Among the adornment artefacts were 215 glass beads and four shirt studs (Table 10).  Among the 
beads were 56 bugles, facetted spacers, spun and annular beads.  These beads were found in many 
colours - pink, black, blue, gold, emerald, cobalt, red, orange, green, white, yellow and clear.  
There was also an imitation jet bead in enamel.  Most of the beads had diameters between 2 and 4 
mm. There were fragments of three bone studs as well as a near complete mother-of-pearl and 
copper alloy one (#316/7268) and a bone one (#316/7452).   
 

 Clothing 
Among the clothing associated artefacts were 74 buttons, an eye and eyelet, and eight hooks and 
eyes (Table 10).  More than half the buttons were copper alloy and mother-of-pearl (Table 11).  
Among the copper alloy were a mixture of button types with nine 2-piece, 2-hole types and five 4-
hole trouser buttons (Table 12).  Among the buttons were:  
 

o 2-hole bar, 2-piece, gilded, reverse inscribed: “SUPERIOR / QUALITY”, from 
1870, #316/7476.  

o 2-hole 'Trouser', Japanned, inscribed: “BUTLER Co / WEST MAITLAND”, aes, 
#316/7426, 

o two, 4-hole 'Trouser', inscribed: “EXCELSIOR”, #316/7283, #316/7353,  
o 4-hole 'Trouser', inscribed: “OUR OWN MAKE”, #316/7284,  
o two, 4-hole, concave, inscribed: “HOLLE / Sydney” #316/7427, #316/7285, from 

1861 to 1914,  
o 4-hole, concave, rouletted eye, reverse inscribed: “SMITH & WRIGHT / 

BIRMm”, #316/7370, 
o porcelain buttons included a ‘hobnail and ‘piecrust’ types, #316/7432, #316/7450.  

 
 Jewellery 

The underfloor deposit contained two items of jewellery and two hat pin beads (Table 15):  
o fake gem – ‘diamond’, o-cut/single cut with claw clasp only, gilded, #316/7295, 
o two hat pin beads, one bone, one glass, #316/7325, 7326,  
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o copper alloy ring with claw, #316/7384.  
 

 Grooming 
Context #316 contained the remains of three combs, two with decorated spines (Table 16).  
 
 
Household 
The household artefacts in this room are slightly larger than normal:  
 

 Furniture 
This group included:  

o a small copper alloy hinge with three pin holes,  #316/7398, 
o a copper flat headed tack, #316/8983.  

 
 Maintenance 

The remains of a stoneware blacking bottle.   
 

 Ornamental 
This group included a series of four glass artefacts and one china item whose forms were 
unidentified.   

o There was one sherd of clear glass ‘cased’ in red glass, #316/13852, 
o thirty sherds from the body of a glass form with horizontal ribs and pink markings, 

#316/13806/13837/13821/13838/13826, 
o pink glass item with a cream daisy motif, #316/13819, 
o item with yellow leaf, #316/13804, 
o ceramic item, #316/11663. 

 
 Sewing 

There were 47 sewing pins in this context (Table 10).  Most of the pins were copper alloy, upset 
head pins dating from 1880 with a few steel pins dating from 1890.   
 
 
Food  
There were 38 artefacts associated with food, or 7 per cent of all items recovered from #316 (Table 
19).  Teawares (15) and tablewares (13) dominated the food items with four containers, three 
condiment items and one serve and a storage item (Tables 21, 23).   
 

 Teawares 
There were 14 cups and one saucer in context #316.  The saucer was a plain white ware as were 
six cups as well as another four white glazed cups, all of which had china bodies.  There were four 
decorated cups, a handle from a gilded cup, and body sherds from black flow, red tp and blue tp 
decorated cups but with not sufficient detail to identify the pattern.   
 
The frequency of so many white cups and saucers is suggestive that for many of the occupants of 
this house white cups and saucers were desirable or affordable.  
 

 Tablewares 
Among the tablewares were a number of glass items: a glass bowl/dish, two glass containers, a 
tumbler and three unidentified items (Table 23).  The ceramics included a sponge ware bowl with a 
purple pattern but with insufficient detail to identify a pattern, two plates including Linear pattern 
no. 14, unidentified Sponge ware and a white glazed ironstone plate.  There were two handles from 
table flatware, one bone and one bone and copper alloy which were probably from a carving 
fork/knife. 
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Linear 14, (actual size of sherd) 
sherd from saucer #313/11318.  
 
 
Linear 14 was found on two vessels at the site, both of which were from House 3 - a sherd from a 
plate in context #316 and a two sherd from a saucer in #313 (Tables 24.2, 44).   
 

 Containers 
The evidence for containers was four metal lids of small tin cans.  The diameters were 30, 35 and 
40 mm and they were 1 mm thick.  There were many more lids from tin cans found in this house 
and they will be discussed below in context #313, the kitchen underfloor deposit associated with 
House 3.  
 

 Condiments 
Among the condiments were the stoppers from two oil/vinegar bottles (Table 23).   
 

 Others 
The serving items were the remains of a Jackfield ware jug - glossy black glaze with gilded line on 
spine on a terracotta body, #316/11668.  There was also a lead seal insert from a storage container, 
#316/7334. 
 
 
Alcohol 
House 3 is one of the few houses in Areas A and C to contain any quantity of artefacts associated 
with alcohol (Table 22).  Most of the items from #316 were fragments from the body of beer/wine 
bottles (19) or gin/schnapps bottles (9) (Table 22).  
 
 
Clerical  
This underfloor deposit contained 22 slate pencils, a metal pen and a lead pencil (Table 18).   
 
 
Recreation  
Among the 23 recreation items were (Table 17):   
 

 Gaming 
Three bone and timber dominos, a 6/2, 6/5 and 6/0.   
 

 Smoking 
Remains of six clay pipes including:  

o bowl impressed with “[SMOKE] CO[NQUEROR]” in circle. Hugh Dixson, 
Sydney.  Made between 1839 and 1903, #316/7357.  

o stem impressed,  LHS: “[D]AVIDSON”; RHS: “GLASGO[W]”, made between 
1862 to 1911, #316/7395.  
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 Toys 
Among the toys were: 

o leg, foot missing, for soft-bodied doll house type, #316/7474,   
o a toy 6-spoke wheel, possibly from a cannon, #316/7361,  
o 12 marbles of various types.  

 
 
Animal Bone 
There were 789 fragments of animal bone recovered from context #316, or 4.48 per cent of all 
bone from the site (Tables 2, 39).  This was the largest amount of animal bone found in the front 
room of a house in both Areas A and C.  The bone fragments were mostly recovered from the 
southern and western parts of the room, mainly in the space between the two doorways (Table 
40.4).  Moving through the girds from south to north there is a real drop off in the bone fragment 
counts.  The distribution pattern from west to east is slightly different as the concentration is in 
grids 2, 3 and 4 and then 7.   
 
The dominant bone species were sheep (22.3%), sheep/pig (18.5%), unidentifiable animal 
(14.2%), European rat (12.9%), and unidentifiable fish (10.3%) (Table 39).  This is one of the few 
occasions where the sheep counts were considerably more than the unidentified/able animal as 
normally there is a closer proportional relationship or the unidentified/able is more dominant 
(Tables 8, 39).  The majority of the sheep bones were from the vertebra and the ribs, suggesting 
the cooking of soups or stews using the vertebra or cutlets from the rib bones.  Only some of the 
sheep bone showed evidence of butchery, 102 fragments had no evidence of butchery while 62 
fragments had chopping marks and ten had sawing marks.  The 102 rat bones is a fairly large 
group which were found mostly in the southern part of the room (Table 41.3).   
 
 
Comments 
A large number of artefacts were found in the front room of House 3, context #316.  This was the 
second largest collection of artefacts (excluding bone and shell) from a front room in the eight 
houses in areas A and C while it had the largest collection of animal bone.  The pattern represented 
by the front room of this house is similar to House 5 but is markedly different to the other houses 
in having so much evidence.  The distribution tables show that all the general artefacts were 
distributed throughout the room indicating that it was less likely to have had a floor covering on the 
timber floor, such as was hypothesised for House 1, Area C and the houses in Area A.   
 
 
4.3.2.2  Kitchen  
The underfloor deposit in the kitchen of House 3, context #313, was a soft black loose sand.  In 
some squares this deposit was four spits deep, making it up to 20 cm deep.  The sieving sheets 
report that this deposit contained moderate to high quantities of organic material including charcoal 
(usually high), fish bone and scales, egg shell and shell.  The squares that had four spits were: A3, 
B2, C2, C3, E2, E4, F2, C4, D1, D2, D4.  The top of the third spit was started at what appeared 
to be a stratigraphic layer covered with numerous lids of small tins (Photo 4/9).  Context #313 
contained 1917 items or 13 per cent of items, 3918 fragments of bone or 21.8 per cent of all bone 
from the site, as well as 98 shells. 
 
The dominant artefact categories were personal (44%), food (14%), household (10%), recreation 
(10%), architecture (8%), and clerical (4%).  The concentration of artefact distribution was across 
the centre of the room with the most concentrated squares being those closest to the southern wall 
(Table 37.5).  This kitchen is quite small and the squares with the less frequent artefact counts 
relate to the intrusion of footings into grids 1 and 5 and the fireplace into the northern corners.   
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Personal 
 

 Accessories 
This group of personal accessories included:  

o a folding knife, #313/4311. 
o a name plate impressed with – “G. RELTON”, #313/8812. 
o five penknives, including a tortoise shell cover as well as a bone cover, #313/4263, 

#313/4421, #313/4489, #313/4430, #313/4624. 
 

 Adornment 
The adornment category in all the houses was dominated by beads.  In context #313 remains of 521 
beads were found, one bead and chain, one clasp, one decorative item, and two unidentified objects 
(Table 10).  This was the second largest collection of beads after context #18, House 1 which had 
570 beads (Table 6).  Aside from one wooden and one copper bead the remainder were all glass.  
There were approximately 75 bugle beads with a range of other beads in an extensive range of 
colours.  The beads were distributed in two areas of concentration - in the area near the back door 
and then near the fireplace (Table 45.1).  The major concentrations were along the southern wall, 
grid A, and then about 50 cm back from the western wall, along grid 2.  
 
 

 
#313/4249: Range of small seed beads (2-5 mm) #313/4053: 2 red beads, round 5mm, ovoid, 
CSR Photo 12/13.     (5x8 mm). #313/4218: multi-coloured bead, 
       red, green & white (6mm).  #313, 2 green  

bugle beads 
 

 
#313/4419: square blue bead (5x8 mm)      #313?4292: 2 pale hollow circle beads (8-9 mm) 
#313/4651: amber coloured bead (9mm)      #313/4248: pale yellow 'cut' gem (8mm dia.) 
#313/4257: 3 beads, 2 blue and 1 black (12mm) 
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#313/4483: metal fly brooch or button (L:18 mm)       #313/4070: yellow daisy (13 mm) 
CSR Photo 12/22          CSR Photo 12/26 
 
 
Another item in this group was a fine metal clasp pressed with a decorative pattern #313/4482.  
This clasp was possibly from a cloak or belt.   
 
 
 

 Clothing 
The clothing items are 196 buttons, 4 eyes, 8 hooks, 1 press stud, 4 safety pins, fragments of 2 
shoes, a solitaire and 13 shirt studs (Table 10).  The distribution of the clothing items was mostly 
along the southern wall and through the centre of this rather small room (Table 45.5).  This pattern 
of distribution is very similar to that of the buttons by themselves (Table 45.4).  The proportional 
analysis of the fabric of the buttons shows that they were dominated by copper alloy (31.6%), 
porcelain (18.9%), and iron (15.3%) with only a small proportion of mother-of-pearl (6%) which 
is against the general pattern where mother-of-pearl buttons are usually between 10.8 per cent to 19 
per cent (Table 11).  Although there were more mother-of-pearl buttons in the front room of House 
3, context #316.   
 
Among the interesting buttons in context #313 were:  

o a ‘Picture button’ with a hand holding three aces under cracked glass face, #313/4060. 
This gives the impression of being associated with gambling, and perhaps worn on a 
jacket.    

o 2-piece dome, jacket button separate shank, face - fouled anchor, #313/4474. 
o among the buttons was a range of decorative types. 

 
Among the inscribed buttons were:  

o 2-hole ‘trouser’, “WILLIAMS & CO. / DANDENONGS”, #313/4019. 
o 4-hole ‘Trouser’ inscribed with “J STRINGER / BELFAST”, #313/4137. 
o concave inscribed: “FARMER & COMPANY / SYDNEY”, #313/4371. 
o four ‘Excelsior’.  
o three ‘Best Ring Edge’. 
o three ‘Suspender’. 
o two “Double Ring Edge”. 
o 4-hole, 2-piece ‘trouser’, inscribed:  “.. & Co" / SYDNEY”, #313/4452. 
 

The 27 trouser buttons in context #313 were the largest number from a single context recovered 
from the site (Table 12).   
 
There were some interesting buckles:  
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o a pressed metal disc with fragments of buckle, oblong loop in press moulded foil, bird 
decoration (sparrow/wren) sitting on branch, lower right is registration diamond: 21st ? 
1876, #313/5637,  

o part of a 'Scout' type buckle with wreath around, press-moulded foil top, #313/5016,  
o and a braces type buckle, #313/4388,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Grooming 
The collection of grooming artefacts from #313 is the largest from any house at the site.  Among 
the grooming items were remains of a brush, nine combs, a hair clip, two cosmetic jars, parts of 
two lipsticks, three mirrors, two perfume bottles and a stopper from another perfume bottle, a total 
of 21 different items (Table 16).  This is seven more than the 14 items found in context #18.   
 

 Health 
In this category were the remains of spectacle lenses, including two round lenses and an oval one.  
Possibly included in this category was a glass dropper for removing liquid from a pharmaceutical 
bottle.   
 

 Jewellery 
As with the grooming items the number of jewellery artefacts from #316 were the largest found at 
the site (Table 15).  A total of 44 items, which is 16 more than found in context #18, and 
considerably more than found in any of the other houses in Area C (Table 15).  Among the 
jewellery items were:  

o remains of eight brooches including:  
 a seated Dachshund in copper alloy, #313/4085, (photo below) 
 an oval frame of double row open work, fern-vine leaf at top in 

coppery alloy #313/4360, this is a very attractive item, 
 v-shaped brooch set with glass stones, #313/4215,  

o part of five copper alloy chains,  
o 14 fake gems, 
o remains of three pendants,  

 including fish pendant, incomplete, Chinese type, moving carp, 
possibly gilded, #313/4165, (photo below) 

 a copper alloy and enamel elongated triangle incomplete, blue heads 
encircle enamel centre, hand painted - pink rose and buds, green 
leaves, blue flower, possibly gilded, #313/4310, and 

 'pear' in yellow foil, possibly 18 carat gold, #313/4322, (photo below) 
o three rings, one gold and two copper alloy, (see below) 
o two small charms from a bracelet,  

#313/4237: Two shirt studs, 
a dark green and a white. 
CSR Photo 12/30  
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o two solitaires, including one with the button base inscribed: “T. MOORE & Co /  
PATENT”, #313/4244 and another inscribed “D. CUTLER'S / PATENT”, 
#313/4340.  Both probably date between 1870 and 1890.   

o two earrings including a gold hook for a pierced earring.  
 
The number of jewellery items does suggest a strong association with women although the 
solitaires were more likely to be worn by men.   
 
 
 

 
#313:4085: Metal Dachshund (L:22 mm)                   #313/4165: Fish pendant, incomplete, Chinese  
CSR Photo 12/33                                                      type, moving carp, possibly gilded. 
                                              CSR Photo 12/37 
 
 
 

 
#313/4567: Fake stones in setting (5 mm dia.) #313/4142: squashed metal ring (c. 12mm dia.) 
CSR Photo 12/33    Size indicates may be child’s ring. CSR Photo 13/25 
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 Religion 
Probable fragment of a set of rosary beads (#313/4535). 
 
 

 
 
 

 Timekeeping 
In this category were two watch-part remains.   
 
 
Food 
There were 264 food items in context #313.  This was the single largest occurrence of food 
artefacts in Areas A and C (Tables 21, 20).  In raw counts #313 had a number of categories that 
contained more items than found in other contexts (Tables 21, 23).  Some of the sherds from 
individual food items were spread out over a number of squares suggesting a level of re-
distribution not necessarily found in other contexts.   
 

 Condiments 
There were 36 condiment items found in #313 (Table 23).  These were mostly oil/vinegar (18) 
bottles and pickles/chutney (11) bottles with four sauce bottles.  Among the oil/vinegar group were 
four “GEORGE WHYBROW” stoppers, 1840-1910.  This is the second largest occurrence of 
condiment items from a single context, #18 having the largest group of items with 38 (Table 20).   
 

 Containers 
All of the containers were lids of small tins and all but one had a diameter of 35 mm and were 
mostly 1 mm thick.  This was the single largest number of tins found in an underfloor deposit.  No 
tin lids were found in Area A.  The presence of the tin lids appears to be quite early in the 
occupation of the house as many of them formed a sort of layer at the top of spit three indicating a 
contemporaneity of deposition.  According to notes taken during excavation there were 12 lids in 

#313/4236: locket from chain (left). 
(9x12 mm) 
#313/4322: gold foil (pear shape?) 
(6x12 mm). CSR Photo 13/2  

#313/4535: Single blue bead 
(dia. 8mm), on copper alloy 
chain of (three) double loop 
links.  Rosary beads?  CSR 
Photo 12/24 
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B2, 15 lids in C2, and 7 lids in A3.  Not all tins lids survived to the cataloguing stage as they were 
quite fragile.  There will be no detailed analysis of spits from any of the contexts for this 
excavation report.   
 
The number of food containers from this context changed the ratio of food items for #313, when 
compared with other kitchen underfloor deposits within Areas A and C, as they made up 15.5 per 
cent of all food items (Tables 21, 20).  This has therefore altered the proportion that the other food 
items contributed to the overall counts, resulting in the tea and tablewares forming a smaller 
proportion of this context.  The lids of the tin cans are potentially seen as a major difference 
between Area A and C as they are common in three of the houses in Area C but are not found at 
all in Area A (Tables 21, 20).   
 
These lids were probably disposed of directly through the floorboards as the lids of the tins were 
removed.  This disposal pattern was continued for some period of time and was also manifest in the 
adjacent southern houses (Table 23).   

 Serve 
This was a small group consisting of:  

o remains of three jugs  
 #313/11413: Int. - white glaze / Ext. - brown glaze band on rim with worn 

gold lustre and row of coggled beading; yellow glaze body. 
 #313/11346: Ext. - green hp band on rim edge with 3 thin gilded lines 

below. 
 White glazed moulded jug with remains of long plant on stippled 

background.  Many sherds from this single vessel were found in a number 
of squares. 

o remains of a handle from a serving implement, and  
o a jar. 

 
 Tableware 

There was an extensive range of forms among the 61 tableware items (Table 23).  Among these 
were:  

o 12 pieces of cutlery,  
o among the glassware were seven stemmed glasses, a high quality stopper, three 

tumblers, two fragments of uncertain glass form, a bowl, a bottle, and ten 
unidentified items,  

o six egg cups, including two white glazed and four gilded, one had two thin lines of 
gilding below the rim and another had three lines.   

o there was a single fine earthenware bowl in linear 12, which had three thin red 
lines below one wide green band below rim edge, #313/11261,  

 
 
 

Linear 12 
   Actual size of sherd.  
                (note: this sherd is not from #313) 
 
 

 
o 17 dinner plates.  

Plates 
Where the rim diameter of the 17 plates could be recorded they were 240 mm (2), 220 mm (1) and 
200 mm (2).  As with most of the contexts in the study area the plates were found in a limited 
range of ceramic pattern types (Table 25).   The identified different plate patterns were:  
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o Blue tp Willow 3 (1) 
o Asiatic Pheasant (1) 
o Blue tp 138 (1) 
o Green tp 33 (1)           
o Purple tp ‘Gem’, attributed to Samuel Barker & Son (1851-1893),      
o Three white glaze, 
o one white glaze moulded,     
o six white ware plates, one with uncertain basemark with Royal Coat of Arms 

(#313/11444).   
  
 

 
            Blue tp 138   Green tp 33   Purple tp ‘Gem’ 

(actual size)   (actual size)   (actual size), 
      Sherd from other site  sherd - #313/11395  sherd - #313/11317.  
 
 
The proportion of plates in #313 as part of the overall food category is lower than any of the other 
houses in Areas A and C at 6.4 per cent which is half of the 12.9 per cent that plates formed of the 
overall proportion of all food artefacts from the main underfloor deposits (Table 23).  In context 
#18 plates were 14.9 per cent of all food items and in context #315 they were 11.7 per cent.  
Therefore the proportion of plates found in context #313 is less than that found in other houses in 
Areas A and C. 
 
 

 Teawares 
Context #313 contained 114 items of teaware or 43 per cent of all food items which is an average 
proportion for kitchen underfloor deposits although it has the highest raw counts (Tables 20, 21).  
As briefly discussed above in the containers category the proportions for this context are biased 
compared to other underfloor deposits by the presence of 41 tin can lids.   
 
Among the teawares were remains of 52 cups, 55 saucers, three teapots and four teaspoons (Table 
23).  The teapot remains were all Rockingham glazed type.  The four teaspoons possibly included 
two with silver plating, #313/4007, #313/4312.  
 
Table 26 illustrates the range of ceramic patterns found on the teawares in context #313.  The main 
decorative styles were gilded (22.7%), linear ware (18.2%), white ware (10.9%) and white glaze 
(9.1%) followed by purple tp (6.4%), green tp (6.4%) and blue tp (3.6%).  The presence of Linear 
ware as the second largest group is surprising as it is more commonly the third largest type in Area 
A and has a low frequency in the other kitchen underfloor deposits in Area C.  Table 26.2 
illustrates how many cup and saucers had the same pattern or ware.  This shows that aside from the 
gilded cups and saucers and the white ware and white glaze that there were matching cups and 
saucers in Linear ware 05 (5 items) and 09 (3 items) and purple tp ‘Cable’ (2 items).  Images of 
Linear patterns 05 and 09 are included above.   
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Aside from the above sets of cups and saucers there are many more that are represented by one or 
either shape.  Other patterns on teawares in this context include: 
 
Annular 11, blue flow 41, black tp 13, blue tp 151, green tp 31 and 32, Linear 06, 08, 14, purple 
tp 51, 52, 53, and Sponge 37. 
   

 
    Annular 11         Blue flow 41     Black tp 13 
#313/113820 (actual size) #313/11400 (actual size) #313/11329 (actual size) 
 
 

 

 
  Blue tp 151            Green tp 31     Green tp 32 
#313/11420 (actual size)        #313/11273 (actual size)   #313/11287 (actual size) 

 
 
 

 
      Purple tp 51        Purple tp 52                    Purple tp 53 
       #313/11310          #313/11366                #313/11375    
      (actual size)          (actual size)       (actual size) 
      
 
 



Area C – House 3 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe Associates                                                                                                        CSR Site, Pyrmont 

154

 
     Sponge 37 

        #313/11374 (actual size) 
 
 
In addition there were two teacups with an unidentified purple/blue sprigged pattern which is a 
pattern commonly associated with teawares. 
 
Two of the teaware items conjoined sherds found in two other contexts:  

o cup with pattern blue flow 41 (#313/11400) joined #345/11859, and  
o cup with black flow 13 (#313/11329) joined #341/11834.  

 
Context #341 was the upper layer of backfill in the cesspit and #345 was the fill of a small feature 
underneath context #313 in grid D2.  
 
Context #313 contained a large range of ceramic teawares, many in matching types.  As has 
commonly been found with the different teawares in all the underfloor contexts there is a 
predominance of gilded and whitewares with Linear being the second most frequent type. 
 
A comparison with the dinner plates’ ceramic types illustrates an absence of gilded ceramics in 
context #313 and a dominance of whitewares and blue tp, though as noted in other deposits there is 
a correlation between the egg cups and the cups and saucers, particularly with the gilded types.    
 
 
Household and Service 
The kitchen underfloor deposit in House 3, context #313, contained remains of 191 household 
items (Table 19).   
 

 Furnishings and Fittings 
o fragments from a clock, including hands and screws, 
o a furniture knob, seven copper tacks, and a staple, 
o a bead probably from a lamp shade. 
 

 Ornamental 
o a glass bowl with a decorative leaf motif, 
o number of china, porcelain and glass figurines, including:  

 a swan head and neck, #313/11309,  
 a small yellow, brown and green hp chicken/bird.  Possibly part of a 

figurine base (or a finial?), #313/11365, 
 the paw of a lion or dog, #313/11344,  
 a horse foot, #313/4418,  

o an ornamental mirror, #313/3392. 
 

 Security 
This category included two keys and a decorative bakelite escutcheon.  
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 Sewing 
Among the sewing items were 136 pins which were distributed near the rear doorway and a few 
near the rear window (Table 45.2).  Other sewing-related artefacts included two crochet hooks, 
three pairs of scissors and five thimbles.   
 
Context #313 contained a relatively small number of pins in contrast to the high number of glass 
beads also found in the room (see adornment section above).  In context #18 there were both a high 
number of beads and pins as well as some button types.  This was seen as indicating commercial 
sewing being undertaken within the kitchen.  There is a different profile in this kitchen which may 
mean that there was commercial sewing being undertaken but that it only involved the finishing of 
garments with beading rather than the cutting, pinning and sewing stages of the garment.   
 
Is it possible that the beads are indicative of the type of garments and accessories being worn in the 
house?  This is possible but the proportion of beads in #313 is considerably more than that typically 
found in the other underfloor deposits in Areas C and A where commercial sewing has not been 
identified as a likely practice (Tables 10, 6).  In addition the concentration of beads in the kitchen 
and in a distribution pattern similar to the pins supports that there is related causal behaviour 
behind their deposition (Tables 45.1, 45.2).  Whether this is directly related to their falling through 
the floorboards as they were lost during sewing or being swept through the floor boards when 
tidying up after sewing is uncertain.   
 

 Service 
This group includes artefacts associated with lighting and power, and were associated with oil 
lamps, electrical lights and gas.  These are fairly typical of the range of service-related items 
associated with all the houses.   
 
 
Recreation 
 
Among the recreation items were:  
 

 Games 
In this roup were 12 dominos (Table 17).  This was the largest number of dominos in a single 
context recovered from the site.  The dominos were mostly all of a similar type made in ebony and 
ivory with a copper alloy pin in the centre.  One was in ivory with two pin holes.  The numbers on 
the dominos were: 6x0, 6x1, 6x3, 6x6, 5x1, 5x5, 0x8, 3x1, 2x1, 2x2, 2x3, and 1x1.  The two 
different types of domino suggest there were at least two sets.   
 

 Hunting and Fishing 
There was a single metal cartridge as well as a lead sinker (Table 17).  This was the only lead 
sinker found in Area C. 
 

 Music 
The harmonica plate was the only evidence for a musical instrument found at the CSR site. 
 

 Smoking 
The fragments of 36 clay pipes and one vulcanite pipe fragment from #313 were the largest number 
found in a single context (Tables 17, 7).  Also associated with this category was part of a silver 
snuff spoon (#313/4152).  Among the seven bowl fragments were four with rouletted rims, and 
three plain bowls, including one with a 3-toed 'foot' rest.  The six surviving clay mouthpieces were 
all rolled and three had red was on them.  There were a number of different stems with marks:  
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o LHS & RHS: “BURNS CUTTY PIPE” - #313/3738. 
o LHS/RHS: “CL…/…SON”, #313/4201. 
o LHS: “P.McLEA…”, #313/4503. 
o LHS: “TAYLOR & …”, RHS: “… LE END”, #313/4502. *probably Canal 

Wharf, Mile End Road, London, 1877-1888. 
o LHS “DUNDEE”, #313/4623. 
o LHS obliterated, RHS “GLASGOW”, #313/4622. 
o rope frame impressed marks: LHS “4 ? N & Co LONDON”, RHS 

“LACHLANDER”, #313/4327. 
o LHS: “…J. TAT/Y..”; RHS: “[L]ONDON”, #313/4328. 
o LHS: “McDOU[GALL]” Glasgow, RHS: “[LACH]LANDER”, #313/4315. 
o reshaped mouthpiece, impressed  LHS: "…K.813',  RHS: three asterisks, two 

below, #313/4504. 
o rolled and filleted mouthpiece, red waxed, lozenge framed impressed marks: LHS 

“CROP LONDON”, RHS “LACHLANDER”, #313/4302, 1856-1899. 
o very eroded, each end worn; impressed mark: RHS - "BURNS CUT[T]Y", very 

faint, possible reuse, #313/4153.  
 

 Toys 
The remains of 141 toys in context #313 included:  

o Five items from a doll’s teaset, four cups and a vessel possibly a vase.  The cups 
had at least two and probably three different patterns, two moulded and possibly 
one gilded, suggesting at least two or three different dolls’ teasets.  

o There were two ‘Pudding’ dolls and two ‘Frozen Charlottes’ as well as remains of 
three other dolls.   

o A lead cyclist (#313/4130).  
o A cut-out, hatted, home-made figure in lead, (#313/4266). 
o 122 marbles. 
o two lead soldiers: complete, blue jacket, German/Prussian officer with sabre, rifle, 

backpack, plumed helmet; flat/foil, (#313/4440/4499). 
o a wheel from a vehicle.   

 
 
Clerical 
The clerical items included fragments of 69 slate pencils, 10 lead pencils and two fragments of 
writing slate (Table 18).  One of the fragments of writing slate (#313/4444) may have had a 
secondary reuse as a gaming token.   
 
 
Alcohol 
The majority of the 47 alcohol items were beer/wine 35 items associated with beer/wine 
consumption, nine gin/schnapps, two spirits and one champagne bottle (Table 22).  This was not 
the largest number of alcohol items in Area C with House 5 having a greater proportion of alcohol-
related items.   
 
 
Currency 
Thirty-eight coins were found in context #313 and included:  
 

o two tokens:  
 #313/4072: inscribed around with “VIRGINIA” – “203” / “FACTORY”. 
 #313/9069: D.  Obverse: Victoria with tiara "pomp" type - Reverse: 

"[COM]PANY  wreath & ___? [C]ENT”, dating from 1845. 
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o Coins:  

 23 half pennies with the following dates: 1864 (3), 1866 (2), 1873 (4), 1875 
(5), 1881 (1), 1891(3), 1892 (1), 1907 (2).  

 two farthings: one issued in 1799 and a George III one with uncertain date.  
 four pennies: 1866 (3), 1873 (1). 
 six threepence: 1845 (1), Edward V11 (1), 1896 (1), 1917 (1).  
 Chinese coin – Qianlong, uncertain issue, possibly Yunan Province (1736-

1796). 
 

This was the largest number of coins found in any single underfloor deposit in Areas A and C 
(Table 5).  The next closest count of coins was in House 5 where 16 coins each were found in the 
front room and kitchen making a total of 32 coins while context #18 in House 1, Area A had 13 
coins.   
 
 
Pharmaceuticals 
There were remains of 14 pharmaceutical items including:  

o a plunger from a syringe, #313/13904,  
o three castor oil bottles, and 
o ten medicine/toilet bottles whose more specific function was uncertain. 

 
 
Animal Bone 
The kitchen underfloor deposit in House 3, context #313, had the single largest collection of bone 
fragments recovered within the study area, 3918 fragments or 21.83 percent of all animal bone 
(Table 2).  Most of the identified bone was from sheep (23%), sheep/pig (18.5%), fish (16.3%), 
European rat (4%), and rabbit (3.2%) (Table 39).  The animal bone was found in most squares 
throughout the kitchen (Table 45.5).  The 896 sheep bones were found in a range of different body 
parts with most belonging to the vertebrae (30%) and rib cage (26%) (Table 36).  This deposit also 
included fragments of sheep cranium, feet and teeth suggesting that they were bringing home most 
elements of a sheep’s carcass not just prepared meat from a butcher although quite a lot of the 
bones showed evidence of being chopped and sawn.  This was the second largest raw count of 
these extremity body fragments after context #18.   
 
Again there were a fair number of European rat bones as with most of the houses in Area C (Table 
39).  They were distributed in the centre of the room and near the fireplace (Table 41.3).  A 
number of the bones showed evidence of rat gnawing (33) as well as two with canine gnawing 
(Table 42.2).   
 
 
Shell 
There were 98 fragments of shells in context #313 (Table 34).  This was one the second largest 
occurrence of shells in a kitchen underfloor deposit.  The largest number of identified shells were 
limpet (23), mud oyster (13) and periwinkle (12).   
 
 
Conclusions 
The kitchen underfloor deposit in House 3, context #313, was one of the two largest underfloor 
deposits in Areas A and C.  It had the largest proportion of animal bone and its proportion of the 
main categories were mostly larger than context #18 except in the case of household related 
artefacts.  The high proportion of beads in the personal/adornment category suggests the 
undertaking of commercial sewing, most probably the beading of garments and/or accessories, 
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rather than dressmaking.  The main difference between the household/sewing evidence in both 
contexts were the number of pins present in context #18 (1596 pins) which was much higher than 
the those found in context #313 (136 pins) and the number of buttons in the personal/clothing 
category (Tables 6, 10).   
 
This evidence does support the contention that while the beads, pins and buttons present evidence 
of commercial sewing the number of beads in context #313 alone can present evidence of sewing, 
admittedly of a different kind.  This interpretation is predicated on the contrast with the other 
houses - while all had beads most had substantially less beads.  Admittedly the presence of beads 
could be accounted for purely as those lost from garments or accessories but the comparative 
evidence from the other houses suggests what was a relative amount of beads lost through ordinary 
wear and tear.  The finding of these beads in the kitchen would also tend to discount this 
interpretation.   
 
Some of the other interesting aspects of context #313 were the high number of gaming items (12 
dominos), the quantity of jewellery (44), and the number of grooming items (21) (Tables 15, 
16,17).  In all cases these three groups of artefacts are suggestive of some other type of activity 
being undertaken within this house which is not happening in the other houses.  In all a total of 15 
dominos were lost in House 3, compared with the seven other houses where only four dominos 
were found in three houses.  This suggests that the pattern of dominos is exceptional and indicates 
that something else might have been happening in this house to cause the loss of so many dominos.  
Dominos are not small objects and as they are made of bone/ivory they would not have been very 
cheap.  It is possible that the dominos indicate that there were regular gaming activities being 
undertaken in this kitchen and occasionally in the front room that were not evidenced at any of the 
other houses.  The use of dominos in gaming, either involving money or social activities, was more 
common in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century than it is today.  This gaming 
may have involved money or it may have been a purely social/recreational activity. 
 
 
4.3.2.3 Yard Deposits 
The yard deposit was mostly decayed black organic sand (#351) which would have been lying in 
the yard just prior to the demolition of the houses.  This yard deposit contained 46 artefacts which 
were mostly associated with food (Table 46.1).  These are the only group of artefacts that will be 
briefly discussed in the report from context #351.  The main artefacts in the food group were nine 
saucers and seven cups (Table 46.2).  Among the identifiable ceramic patterns were blue tp ‘Rhine’ 
and Spatter pattern 02.  Other types include the usual range of gilded ware, white glaze and gilded 
and hand painted.  None of the ceramic patterns from this group joined or specifically matched 
those from elsewhere in this house.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Area C – House 5 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Casey & Lowe Associates                                                                                                        CSR Site, Pyrmont 

159

4.4    House 5 McCredie Street 
House 5 was one of four houses excavated in McCredie Street (Photos 4.1, 4.2) that was built by 
1865 (Fig. 2.4).  It was a two-storey stone house with slate roof and three rooms, presumably one 
room upstairs and two rooms downstairs.  This house was built at the same time as house 3 (Plans 
9, 10, 12) and had the same layout but with fireplaces reversed and along the southern wall.  It had 
a number of different occupants listed in Sands and the Council rates.  The occupants of the house 
seemed to change frequently and unlike house 3 and 7 there were no long-term occupants.  Where 
the occupation of the residents was known they included a mariner, boilermakers, engineer, 
quarrymen, grocer and ironworker.  All these occupations would have been undertaken locally.   
   
 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1865 Monson, Peter mariner   
1867 Beith, John boilermaker   
1868 Hancock, Robert engineer  Initially 75 Alfred Street. 
1870 Lawler, Michael boilermaker   
1871 Richter, Frederick quarryman   
1873 Frazer, Alfred    
1875 Keighan, -  blacksmith   
1877 McTavish, James quarryman  Changed to 5 McCredie Street 
1879 Johnston, James   77 McCredie Street 
1880 Thomas, John    
1882 Shipway, Charles  Robert Roberts stone house, slate roof, 2 storey, 3 

rooms, £23. 
1883 Rody, John    
1885 Robinson, Joseph A grocer   
1886 McRitchie, David blacksmith   
1887 Thompson, Edward    
1890 Garlick, William ironworker   
1892 Green, George    
1895 Robertson, A.    
1896 McKinnon, Peter    
1897 no entry    
1899 Scoles, Joseph    
1900 Scoles, James    
1901 McKinner, Peter  E. Crocker house, £16. 
1902 Borandt, Frank    
1904 Borandt, Frank    
1906 Devlin, John    
1908 Carmichael, Robert    
1910 Allen, Alexander    
1912 Margurette, Charles    
1914 Finlayson, James  (Sublessee)  

E. Crocker 
stone house, slate roof, 2 storey, 3 
rooms, £23. 

1916 Finlayson, James    
1918 -    
1920 Powell, Wilfred    
1923 Lette, Arthur H.    
1925 Lette, Arthur H.    
1928 Lette, Arthur H.    
1930 no entry    

1932/33 Lowden, Mrs 
Margaret 
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4.4.1 Construction and Layout of House 5 McCredie Street, Area C  
The phases of archaeological contexts found associated with House 5 were the same as the other 
three houses in Area C.  The matrix illustrates these phases as construction, occupation and 
demolition all buried beneath a modern car park (Matrix 5.1).   All houses in Area C faced east 
and were associated with the remains of the footpath and sealed roadway of McCredie Street 
(Photos 4.2, 4.4, 4.8, 4.10). 
 
 
4.4.1.1 Construction and Layout 
House 5 was built with rough stone blocks with rubble core fill with some sections of walls 
surviving up to 4 and 5 courses high.  None of the stones showed any evidence of being squared, 
although they all had one flat face.  The remains of the house included a stone-flagged verandah, 
walls of two rooms, yard surfaces and a cesspit (Photo 4.8, Plans 9, 10, 12).  The general layout 
of the house was front room and kitchen with fireplace in the northern wall (Plan 9, 10,12).  The 
front room was 3.70 x 3.30 m or 12.2 sq m and the kitchen was 3 x 2.10 m or 6.3 sq m (Table G).  
This was the smallest kitchen in Areas A and C and as Photo 4.13 shows the room was not much 
wider than the fireplace.  The kitchen was just slightly more than half of the size of the front room.  
There was no evidence for vents in either the front or rear wall of this house.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4.12: View looking west 
through line of doorways in 
House 5 from the front doorway 
to the rear doorway.  The front 
stone threshold was painted red 
and white. The bricks inside the 
front room were used as piers to 
support the timber floor 
bearers. The nails indicate the 
position of the 50 cm square 
grid used for excavation of the 
underfloor deposit. Scale 1 m. 
CSR Photo 9/33 
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• Finishes 
The doorway into the front room from the street was in the northern part of the wall and was 800 
mm wide.  The threshold stone of the front door had been painted reddy brown on a thin layer of 
cement.  The rear doorway from the kitchen into the yard was in the northern part of the western 
wall and was 730 mm wide and also had been repaired with cement.  Along the western side of 
House 5, between it and House 7, was a stone-paved laneway which provided access to the yards 
and presumably aided the emptying of the cesspits.   
 
The evidence for the finishes is obtained from the samples collected from the demolition deposits, 
particularly the loose material directly above the underfloor deposit, and from the recording of the 
building fabric.  The demolition deposit above the front room was context #306 while that above 
the kitchen was #310.  The demolition deposit above the yard area was context #322. 
 
Front Room 
Evidence from context #306 included:  

o fragments of cement render with pink paint, #313/1134, #313/1135 
o fragments of render and set with pink paint, #313/1136 

 
The field notes from #306 and #355 commented on the interior walls being having a pink/white 
lime wash on the southern and western walls of the front room and in the northeast corner there 
was dark green painted plaster and painted glass.  The exterior finish on the southern wall was 
cement render.  A sample of green paint render and set (plaster) was collected from context #314, 
the underfloor deposit in the front room from grid G2, in the northwest corner of the room.   
 
Kitchen 
Evidence from context #310 included:  

o fragments of cement render with pink paint, #313/1141, #313/1140 
o fragments of render and set with pink paint, #313/1143, #313/1143 

 
It is likely that the exterior of the house was cement rendered and painted pink when the house was 
demolished.  It is also likely that both rooms had pink painted plaster and perhaps the northern wall 
of the front room was painted dark green.   
 
The exterior of the southern wall had a thick cement render along the laneway.  The hearth stone 
had cement render with red wash and the fireplace had layers of red wash above grey wash on the 
face and sides. The interior of the southern kitchen walls had red wash on plaster.   
 

• Roofing 
The kitchen demolition deposit, context #310, contained sheet metal and roofing slate.   
 

• Windows 
The artefact distribution of the sherds of window glass in the underfloor deposit #314 of the front 
room is not convincing evidence of the location of the window (Table 38.5).  It was most probably 
in the southern part of the eastern wall as the doorway was in the northern part of the eastern wall.  
The window in the kitchen would have been also in the southern part of the western wall as the 
kitchen doorway to the rear yard was in the northern part of the wall but the window glass sherd 
distribution does not really assist with the interpretation of the window’s position (Table 38.6). 
 

• Fireplace  
 
Front Room  
The fireplace (#354) in the front room was in the southern wall and had a large stone hearth 940 
mm wide and 360 mm deep to the wall and with an inset into the wall probably from the 
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demolition of the chimney.  The top of the hearthstone was painted with grey lime wash on top of 
tan lime wash on top of red paint.  The fireplace contained a soft black ash deposit (#353) which 
contained twenty artefacts, including a porcelain figurine, three whole spirits bottles, a 1917 
George V penny and a ring.   
 
Kitchen  
The fireplace contained a metal stove (Photo 4.13) within a brick framework inside the original 
stone fireplace.  The hearth stone was approx. 1.2 m wide and 590 mm deep.  The fireplace was 
nearly as wide as the room.  The metal stove contained a black ash deposit #361.   
 

Photo 4.13: Kitchen fireplace with metal stove in southern wall of House 5. View to south. 
Sale 1 m. CSR Photo 9/25 
 
 

• Upstairs 
The demolition deposits are considered likely to contain remains associated with the upstairs room.  
Among the non-architectural artefacts in context #310 were:  

o a glass perfume stopper with ground end #310/14301.  
o a medicine/toilet jar with “THIS BOTTLE ALWAYS REMAINS THE 

PROPERTY OF THE NIGHTINGALE SUPP[LY] …” / “3”.  with “?” / AGM 
TRADE MARK / “U 206”, embossed on the base.  Its manufacture dates from 
1934 to 1948, #310/3236.  

o two very thin pennies glued together to make a double ‘tales’, date partly illegible 
188-, #310/9058. 

o the tablewares included a white glazed egg cup, five dinner plates with various 
decorations: Linear 6, Willow 3, and purple tp no. 50.   

o three teacups in white ware, white glaze and gilded hand-painted decorations.  
 
Among the non-architectural artefacts in #306 were:  

o One 1942 shilling - George  VI, #306/9056. 
o decorative window glass.  
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• Yard Area 
The yard area consisted of a cement surface (#373) in poor condition with a stormwater drain on 
the southern side and the remains of an open drain trench around the southern and western sides of 
the yard (Plan 10, 12, Photo 4.10).   
 

• Cesspit 
The cesspit was a double cesspit with that from House 3.  This cesspit is described above.  Only 
half of the cesspit backfill was excavated, the southern half within the boundary of House 5.  As 
noted above a sherd from the cesspit backfill joined one from the underfloor deposit in the kitchen 
of House 3.   
 
The upper cesspit deposit #341 contained 14 artefacts including:  

o a whole stout bottle with an impressed oval mark – “H. KENNEDY / 
BARROWFIELD / 5 / POT(TERY) / G(LASGOW)”, dating between 1866 to 
1929, #341/11838. 

o a storage bottle, 
o three teacups including black tp 13, red tp 6 and a white glaze cup, 
o remains of the typical toilet bowl with its two toned cream and pink-beige glaze. 

 
Underneath this was context #342 which contained only four artefacts, among which were:  

o a stopper from “GEORGE WHYBROW” oil/vinegar bottle, manufactured between 
1840 and 1910, #342/114326. 

o two tea cups including a sprigged pattern one with grapes, #342/11839. 
 

At the base of the cesspit was context #343 from which were recovered 58 artefacts.  The largest 
groups were artefacts associated with the consumption of food at 40 per cent (Table 47.1).  The 
food artefacts consisted of (Table 47.2):  

o serving jug in purple tp 13,  
o tableware bowl in purple tp 54,  
o three tableware plates, black tp 16, blue tp ‘Albion’, 
o six tea cups including one green tp 28 cup, a sprigged ware cup, a white ware and 

white ware moulded cup,  
o two saucers, one sprigged and one white glazed, and  
o a Rockingham ware teapot.   
 

 
Purple tp 54         Green tp 28 
  (actual size)         (actual size)      
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4.4.2 Archaeological Deposits – House 3 
The archaeological deposits associated with House 3  

• demolition deposits in the two rooms and over the yard area,  
• shallow underfloor deposits in the two rooms,  
• backfills in the cesspit, 
• construction deposits which were not excavated, 
• yard deposits. 

 
 
4.4.2.1  Front Room  
The underfloor deposit in the front room, context #314, consisted of layer of soft black/grey sand 
with concentrations of ash near the fireplace.  The majority of #314 was excavated as a single spit 
except for squares E3 which were deep enough to require two spits.  Generally the deposit was no 
more than 5 cm deep. 
 
The sieving sheets show that most squares had moderate amounts of charcoal and low quantities of 
egg shell, animal bone and fish bone and scale.  Context #314 contained 663 items, 4.51 per cent 
of all artefacts from the site (Table 1).  This was the largest deposit in a front room in either Area 
A or Area C.  The greatest proportion of items, 34 per cent, were associated with personal 
activities.  Other groups, aside from architectural artefacts, were food (15%), household (12%), 
alcohol (12%), recreation (6%) and clerical (4%).   
 
The distribution table shows a concentration of artefacts in the western half of the room with a 
focus in the southwestern area (Table 37.6).  The main focus was on the western side of the room 
away from the kitchen doorway and near the fireplace.  There was a secondary concentration 
between the front doorway and window in the eastern side.   
 
Personal 
The 34 per cent of personal artefacts consisted of 227 items divided into three categories, 
adornment, clothing, jewellery and grooming. 
 

• Adornment 
There were 101 beads, two shirt studs and two decorative items.  Among the mostly glass beads 
were 38 bugle beads with 18 in black and the remained in clear, emerald, cobalt colours.  The 
other bead shapes included faceted and spacers.  The decorative pieces were possibly from two 
brooches and the studs were copper alloy (Table 10).   
 

• Clothing 
There were 110 clothing items in #315 among which were 100 buttons, a buckle, two hooks and 
one eye, a single eyelet from a boot, two safety pins, a heel from a child’s shoe (#314/1187) and a 
shirt stud (Table 10).  The majority of buttons were mother-of-pearl, copper alloy and porcelain 
(Table 11).  Where the buttons were coloured they were white porcelain (12) or black glass (9) 
with one clear glass button.  Context #314 had the same number of buttons as the underfloor 
deposit (#315) in the kitchen of House 5.  This is the only house to display such a similarity 
between the front room and the kitchen in the quantity of artefact types.   
 

• Jewellery 
There were seven jewellery items (Table 15) including: 

o a glass and copper alloy ring with a single gem, rose-cut, amethyst 
coloured #314/7201. 

o two fake gems in emerald and blue glass, #314/7143, #314/7186. 
o copper alloy pendant, 2-piece, press-moulded floral with raised 'bead' 

centre, #314/7238. 
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• Grooming 
There were two grooming items: an emerald coloured perfume bottle and a black bakelite comb.   
 
Food 
There were 100 items in the food category (Table 21).  The largest group were teawares (32%) and 
tablewares (30%), followed by containers (13%) and condiments (9%).  This was the highest 
proportion of food items, as well as the highest actual number of items, in a front room in Areas A 
and C (Tables 19.2, 5).   
 

• Teawares 
There were 12 cups, 19 saucers and one teapot in the teawares (Table 23).  Among the cup patterns 
were:  

o Black tp 14 #314/11467. 
o Blue tp 152, #314/11448 and 12 fragments of a blue tp 153 cup, 

#314/11473, 11509, 11476, 11489, 11494, 11519.  
o Two gilded cups and a gilded and hand-painted cup. 
o Three white glaze cups and a white ware cup.  
o Two blue tp cups with unidentified patterns. 

 

 
 Blue tp 152     Blue tp 153 
 (actual size)     (actual size) 
 

 
       Black tp 14 
 
Among the saucer patterns were:  

o matching saucer in blue tp to the cup above, #314/11499. 
o single blue tp ‘Willow’ 3 pattern, #314/11516. 
o unidentified patterns in brown tp (1), red tp (2), blue flow (1) and blue tp (1).  
o clobbered patterned saucer, #314/11479. 
o three gilded saucers. 
o hand-painted china saucer with a thin pale green band on the rim edge, 

#314/11471, 11480. 
o sprigged saucer, #314/11503. 
o three white glazed china saucers, and two white ware saucers.  

There was also a ‘Rockingham’ glazed teapot, #314/11468.  
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• Tablewares 
Context #314 had a limited range of tableware among the 30 items recovered (Table 21):  

o among the glass artefacts were a bowl and ribbed dish, a thick glass item of 
uncertain shape but possibly a jug or bottle, and 

 two fine stemware glasses:  
• three sherds of a very fine stemware glass with blue decorative 

motif between two gold bands, #314/3577, 
• single sherd of a fine curved stemware glass, #314/3561. 

 three tumblers, one with arched panels (#314/3560) and another described 
as very fine (#314/344).  

 there were also five unidentified glass objects, including two decorated 
glass items:  

• a single sherd of curved glass, red on both sides of clear, outside 
smooth, inside slightly ribbed, #314/3596. 

• possible tumbler - arched panels evident, high quality, #314/3508. 
• slightly curved, decorated with blue leaves and brown, #314/3602. 

 
This does suggest the presence of some high quality glassware and that it was both used and broken 
in this front room.  
 
As is usual the dominant ceramic items were dinner plates.  In four cases the rim diameter could be 
measured and there were two 200 mm and two 220 mm diameter plates.  The plates were found in 
a variety of different patterns including:  

o a black tp ‘Rhine’ patterned plate, #314/11487, and a black tp unidentified. 
o three blue tp plates, two unidentified and a single ‘Asiatic Pheasant’ plate 

#314/11485. 
o three linear ware plates, two in linear 2 and a single linear 6.  
o there was also a white ware moulded and hand painted plate as well as four white 

ware plates and a white ware moulded plate.  
 
Aside from the plates there was an ceramic eggcup in hand painted lustre with thin yellow line on 
the exterior rim edge with band of gold lustre bordered by fine black line below, #314/11472, 
11481, 11512. 
 
 
Household 
The household items were associated with sewing (66), furniture (2), lighting (1), ornaments (8), 
and time-keeping (1).   
 

• Sewing 
There were 65 pins and a part of a pair of scissors found (Table 10).  There were more pins found 
in the front room than in the kitchen underfloor deposit, context #315.  This was the only house in 
the two areas where this occurred (Tables 10, 6).  This was also the largest number of pins found 
in a front room in the eight houses.  Generally the front rooms in Area C have more pins in them 
than those same rooms in the houses in Area A (Table 10, 6).   
 

• Furniture 
This included two copper escutcheons from a lockable piece of timber furniture, possibly a side 
board or china cabinet or a similar piece of furniture.   
 

• Ornaments 
These include remains of:  

o two ornamental mirrors, 
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o a cobalt coloured glass bowl, #314/3431, 
o a fragment of milky-coloured glass with a scalloped edge, possibly from an 

epergne, #314/3567, 
o 18 sherds from an unidentified glass item, milky pink-coloured bird and 

feathers and leafy pattern, #314/3554, possibly the same as sherds from 
#315 (see below). 

 
Recreation 
There were 42 recreation-related items divided into games, smoking and toys (Table 17).   
 

• Games 
o a domino with a bone top and a wooden base and a single pin through the 

middle, #314/7066, 
o a rounded counter made from a fragment of ceramic in a Willow pattern, 

#314/11520. 
 

• Smoking 
The smoking-related artefacts were mostly fragments of pipes, but two were not made of clay:  

o a mouthpiece from an amber-coloured glass pipe, #314/7054, 
o a mouthpiece from a black vulcanite pipe, #314/7139, 
o the stem of a clay pipe impressed on the left hand side with “W. 

WH[ITE]” which was possibly William White of Glasgow, #314/7191, 
o a mouthpiece impressed LHS: “DAVIDSON”; RHS: “GLASGOW”, 
o a bowl with an embossed cross-hatched 'shield' with spur.  Each side: leaf 

pattern up front seam, and hatched shield, #314/7007. 
 

• Toys 
There were 27 fragments of toys, 21 marbles, 3 dolls, four pieces from a doll’s teaset, and the 
mouthpiece of a whistle.   
 
 
Clerical 
There were 23 clerical-related items in #314, 22 slate pencils and a single lead pencil (Table 18).   
 
 
Animal Bone 
Context #314 had the second largest count of animal bone fragments of the main seven rooms in 
Area C (Table 39).  This was a concentration of animal bone in the northwest corner near the 
doorway into the kitchen (Table 40.6).  The most commonly identified species were sheep (21.6%) 
with 102 fragments out of the 473 fragments of bone.  After sheep were rat bones (10.6%) (Table 
39).  The majority of the sheep bones were from the rib cage (33) and vertebrae (24), making more 
than 50 per cent of the sheep bones (Table 36).  The distribution of rat bones were also near the 
doorway and surprising away from the fireplace (Table 41.5).  The pattern of concentration of rat 
bones near the fireplace is found in context #313 in the adjoining kitchen (Table 41.6).  Rat 
gnawing was found on only four sheep bones in #314.   
 
 
4.4.2.2  Kitchen 
The underfloor deposit in the kitchen of House 5, context #315, consisted of layer of soft black 
organic sand.  This deposit was quite deep in most squares and having three spits in C, D and E 
squares, row 2 to 4, making these 15 cm deep.  The other squares all had two spits which were as 
deep as 10 cm.  This deposit generally had moderate to high quantities of charcoal, bone, egg shell 
with small quantities of fish bone and shell. 
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Context #315 contained 925 items or 6.3 per cent of all artefacts from the site (Table 1) and 2994 
fragments of animal bone, 17 per cent of all bone from the site (Table 2).  This was the second 
largest count of animal bones in either Areas A or C.  Context #313 had 900 extra bone fragments.  
The greatest proportion of items, 35 per cent, were associated with personal activities.  Other 
categories, aside from architectural artefacts, were food (18%), recreation (13%), household (7%), 
alcohol (6%), and clerical (5%).   
 
The distribution table shows a concentration of artefacts in the northern and western parts of the 
room with the main focus in the vicinity of the northwestern doorway and a second concentration 
near the western window with perhaps a third focus in the centre of the room (Table 37.7).   

 
Currency 
There were two tokens and fourteen coins from this deposit.  The range of dates on these coins 
supports the assumption that this deposit dates to the second-half of the nineteenth century into the 
early and mid-twentieth century.  In currency found in context #315 were two tokens, 12 half 
pennies and two pennies:  

o token, “A. TOUGOOD ---  MERCHANT --- PITT & KING  SYDNEY”  Rev:  
seated justice with scales  “[AU]S[T]RALIA -- 1855”, #315/9104, 

o token,  flat back; front has sprig type motif, round c 30 mm star/asterisk pattern, 
#315/8947, 

o 186-, Victorian half penny, #315/9094, 
o 1867 half penny, #315/9099, 
o 1877 half penny, Victoria  ‘bun’ type, #315/ 9103, 
o 1870 - penny - Victoria  ‘bun’, #315/ 9106, 
o two 1881 half penny, Victoria ‘bun’ type, #315/ 9097, #315/ 9102, 
o 1890 half penny - Victoria ‘bun’, #315/ 9107, 
o 1902 half penny, Edward VII, #315/9100, 
o 1907 half penny, Edward VII, #315/9095, 
o two 1909 half pennies, #315/9001, #315/9096, 
o 1917 George V penny, #315/9101, 
o 1919 half penny, Edward VII, #315/ 9105, 
o 1921 half penny, George V, #315/9098. 

 
 
Personal 
 

• Accessories 
This category contained the remains of a near complete penknife (#315/4748) and the remains of 
another penknife (#315/4698).   
 

• Adornment 
In this category there were 164 beads, all but one made in glass, and an unidentified item that 
might be part of a brooch (Table 10).  There were numerous white, black, blue and pink beads.  
The beads included 31 bugle beads in colours such as emerald, cobalt, yellow, clear, blue and 
green.  Other bead types were facetted, spun, opal and pearl.  One bead type, black with gold 
foil/mica central band and threading and coloured enamel dots around the centre, was the same as 
#313/4014 & #314/7094 and there were four found in this context - #315/4862, #315/4925, 
#315/4958, and #315/498.  
 

• Clothing 
There was a range of clothing items (Table 10):  

o four metal buckles, including two from braces. 
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 one was inscribed with ‘Paris’, #315/4937. 
o 100 buttons, mostly copper alloy, mother-of-pearl and porcelain among which 

were: 
 one ‘Double Ring Edge’, three ‘Excelsior’ and one ‘Best Ring Edge’, 
 other ‘Trouser’ buttons included: 

• “ANTHONY HORDERN & SONS”, #315/4915, 1886-1914, 
• “A. FINLAYSON & Co / SYDNEY”, #315/7509, 1884-1890, 
• “D. JONES & Co. / ORIENT CLOTHING”, #315/4799, 
• “MESSITER & FERGUSON / SYDNEY”, #315/4841, 1888-

1914. 
 Other button types included:  

• Jacket button with fouled anchor, #315/4816, 
• two-piece dome, separate shank, face has ornate superimposed 

initials: “ER” surmounted by King's crown, surrounded by 
inscribed “N. S. WALES TRAMWAYS”, #315/4995, 1901-1910. 

 
Overall there were a moderate number of trouser buttons, fourteen 4-hole and two 2-hole (Table 
12).  

o Other clothing items were:  
 a metal cuff link, ovoid, pressed metal with horseshoe on crackle ground, 

figure-of-eight shank, incomplete, #315/5007, 
 a shoe/boot eyelet, 
 eight safety pins, 
 three solitaires in metal and metal and glass, #315/4731, #315/4914, 

#315/4940, 
 seven shirt studs, two metal, four bone and one opal and metal, 
 five hooks and eyes. 

 
• Grooming 

There were eleven grooming items (Table 16):  
o remains of a mirror, 
o six combs - four black, one brown and one cream including a complete black nit 

comb, #315/4943, 
o remains of three perfume bottles - two clear and one emerald-coloured 

#315/13762,  
o part of a tortoiseshell hairclip, #315/4725. 

 
• Jewellery 

There were 13 jewellery items which was the third largest group of jewellery from an underfloor 
deposit (Table 15):  

o a brooch, pansy diameter with central gem missing and vine tendril pattern, 
incomplete, #315/4696, 

o remains of three metal and one synthetic chain,  
o a gold ‘padlock’ charm stamped with 9 carat, #315/5013, 
o a moonstone, #315/4888, 
o four fake ‘gems’ (glass), 
o in red, blue, emerald and black, 
o a hat pin, #315/4745, and  
o the porcelain inset from a pendant, #315/4735. 

 
• Other 

Other personal artefacts were:  
o two spectacle lenses, #315/13709, #315/13786, 
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o remains of a set of rosary beads, Jesus moulded with cross, #315/4849,  
o a watch face with white enamelling #315/8977 and a watch key, #315/4774. 

 
 Household 
 

• Fittings / Furnishings / Furniture 
There were only a few items in this group:  

o a large metal key hole, #315/4795, 
o a metal and porcelain bed finial, near complete ball, top fluted, bell shape, bluish 

glaze like pearlware, #315/4976, 
o an unidentified metal decorative element, #315/4756. 

 
• Laundry 

The only artefact in this group were fragments of powered laundry blue, #315/4965.  
 

• Ornamental 
There were remains of thirteen glass and one china ornamental item in context #315.  Many of the 
items were of uncertain shape.  Among these items were:  

o a clear scalloped sherd from an epergne, #315/13761, dating from 1860-1900, 
o a small blue glass ring, #315/13765, 
o a curved sherd with milky blue lattice design, #315/ 14302, 
o a curved glass sherd of 'cased' red on both sides of clear, #315/13795, 13670, 

dating from 1880, possibly the same as an item in #314, the underfloor deposit in 
the front room of this house, 

o a glass sherd with milky pink background with leafy and floral multicolour motif, 
gold edge, #315/13768, 13708, 13745, possibly the same item as in #314, the 
underfloor deposit in the front room of this house, 

o milky glass with deep crimped edge.  Possible bowl / dish or epergne, #315/13673, 
dating from 1900, 

o emerald-coloured glass item with diagonal panels around the neck, #315/ 13686, 
o blue glass item with small ribs below the rim, #315/13629, 
o ceramic sherd with scalloped rim edge. On the exterior floral motif in pink and 

green hp remains, #315/11567.  
 
This is a fairly large group of ornamental items that were broken in this room.  These may have 
been items used on the table or stored in the kitchen.  Two items may have been used in the front 
room and the sherds were then lost in this room during disposal.   
 

• Sewing  
Among the sewing items were 40 pins and three thimbles, a bone button blank and a bone handle 
that may be part of a crochet hook (Table 10).  Some of the pins were copper alloy upset head 
types (18) dating from 1880 and others were steel upset head types (22) dating from 1890.  As 
discussed above in context #314, there were fewer pins in the kitchen of House 5 than in the front 
room of this house which is most unusual.  Overall only a small proportion of the artefacts from 
this house were specifically related to sewing (pins and beads), although both rooms contained 100 
buttons each, although this number was smaller than two of the other kitchen underfloor deposits in 
Area C (Table 10).  The total of buttons from these two rooms, 200 buttons, was the second largest 
number found in a house in Area C.  It is presumed that this quantity of artefacts reflects sewing 
for the immediate family.   
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Recreation 
 

• Smoking 
This underfloor deposit, context #315, contained parts of 35 pipes (Table 17).  The pipe remains 
consisted of a bone connector (1), amber glass mouthpieces (3), two terracotta pipe bowls, remains 
of three vulcanite pipes and 26 clay pipes.  The impressed clay pipes were imported from the 
United Kingdom and Ireland:  

o twisted lozenge frame LHS/RHS: “CORK”, #315/4692, 
o inscribed within twisted lozenge frame  LHS: “C. CROP”, RHS: “LONDO[N]”. 

#315/4670, 
o LHS/RHS: “LONDON”, #315/2773., 
o LHS: “[C. CR]OP LON[DON]”, RHS: “LACHLAN[DER]”, #315/4740, 1856-

1899, 
o rouletted rim, plain spur, back seam impressed: “SMOKE / CONQUEROR”,  part 

of stem impressed LHS: “166    C…”. *Hugh Dixson, Sydney Distributor, 
#315/5640, 1839-1904, 

o LHS: “McDOUGA[LL]”, RHS: “[CUT]TY PIPE”, #315/4943, 1846-1967, 
o stem  impressed on the LHS: “TAYLOR & C[O]”, #315/4935, 
o stem impressed on LHS: “55 CHRISTIE” in decorative dot frame, RHS: 

“…GLASGOW”, #315/4971, 
o stem of a pipe where the knee to ankle was shaped as woman's leg, #315/4933. 

 
These pipe types are similar to those found in context #313, the kitchen of the adjacent House 3 
and the few impressed pipe elements in the front room, context #314.  They are also similar to all 
pipe types found in most of the other houses.   
 

• Toys 
There were 82 toys, including 67 marbles, a bone and metal rattle, remains of eight dolls, a dish, 
cup and three ewers from a teaset and a bear:  

o the orange synthetic bear appears to be kneeling, mould made, poorly finished, 
embossed on back: “GERMANY”, #315/5638. 

 
These remains suggest that children of both sexes resided in this house during its many years of 
occupation from the 1860s into the middle of the twentieth century. 

 
Clerical 
Forty-five clerical-related artefacts were found in context #315, 37 slate pencil fragments, five lead 
pencils, two penny ink bottles and an eraser (Table 18). This was the third largest collection of 
clerical-related artefacts in Area C. 

 
Food 
There were163 food-related items found in context #315, the underfloor deposit in the kitchen of 
House 5.  Typically the largest quantity of artefacts (48%) were teawares and tablewares (29%) 
followed by containers (9%) and condiments (7%) (Table 21).   
 

• Teawares 
Among the 78 teawares were remains of 42 cups, 30 saucers, three teapots and three teaspoons 
(Table 23).  The cups were found in a variety of ceramic types: 17 white glaze, 12 gilded, nine 
blue transfer prints, eight gilded and hand painted, eight white ware, four linear pattern and four 
sponge ware forms (Table 26).  Aside from the ‘Rockingham’ glazed teapots the remained of the 
teaware types were found once or twice.  There were a number of possible matching cups and 
saucers (Table 26.2).  Notable were the gilded cups and saucers, linear 05 cup and saucer and the 
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white glaze and white ware cups and saucers.  There was no evidence for matching cups and 
saucers in transfer-printed patterns as found in House 3, context #313 (Table 26.2), although 
Linear 05 cups and saucers were found in four kitchen underfloor deposits in both Areas A and C 
(Table 26.2).  There was a saucers found in the kitchen that matched a cup founding the front 
room, blue transfer print 153 (see below). 
 
Some of the identifiable ceramic patterns in context #315 were: 
 

o Blue tp 145, #315/11584, 11617, design with floral spray and foliated scroll 
remain on background of blue dots; 

o Blue tp 153, #315/11524,11537, saucer matched the cup in context #314 discussed 
and illustrated above; 

o Linear 09 saucer, three narrow blue lines below rim edge, #315/11623; 
o Spatter white ware 03, #315/11647; 
o Sponge ware  

 pattern 38 – black sprig flower (#315/11528, 11548); 
 pattern 39 - exterior - wide row of purple plants on body, bordered above 

and below by three purple bands, (#315/11579, 11590, 11600); 
 pattern 40, exterior - wide row of purple back-to-front 'S' scrolls below 

rim edge, (#315/11608, 11638); 
o Sprig ware china cup with purple plant remains, #315/11576; 
o the hand painting on the gilded vessels consisted of pale green or pink bands. 

 

 
Blue tp 145                     Green tp 34   Sponge 38 
(actual size)           (actual size)  (actual size) 

 

 
Sponge 39    Sponge 40  

          (actual size)                       (actual size) 
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• Tablewares 
Among the glass tableware items were (Table 23):  

o a bowl or dish with a diamond and facet motif, #315/13657; 
o three drinking glass, two of which were described as ‘very fine’, #315/13613, 

#315/13685; 
o remains of five stemware glasses, including one with etched graduating ovoid 

pattern, #315/13766; 
o remains of six glass tumblers, some with arched panels and some were ‘high 

quality, #315/13679, 13677; 
o a high quality stopper, #315/13711. 

 
There were the usual range of ceramic forms among the tablewares: 

o two china and one ironstone egg cups; 
 one red tp 18 egg cup, #315/11560; 
 a gilded egg cups and a white glazed egg cup. 

o nineteen dinner plates, four with rim diameters of 200 mm (3) and 220 mm (1).  
 among the plates were unidentified patterns in blue flow, blue tp, brown 

tp, and red tp. 
 identifiable patterns on dinner plates included: 

• two blue tp ‘Willow 3’, 
• Linear 05 and 06, Linear 05 was found in green and blue colours. 

See above for illustration of one wide and one thin band below rim 
edge. 

 other decorative types included white ware and white ware moulded. 
 
Among the tablewares found in context #315 were a variety of flatware, a fork with an illegible 
hallmark, two fiddle type salt spoons, and four bone handles possibly from knives (Table 23).  
 

• Containers  
The 15 container items were mostly lids of tin cans (13) (Table 23).  Ten of these lids had 
diameters of 350 mm and three had diameters of 700 mm. 
 

• Condiments 
There were eleven artefacts associated with condiments (Table 23) among which were:  

o two stoppers from “GEORGE WHYBROW” oil/vinegar bottles, #315/13755, 
13780, from 1860 to 1910; 

o part of a “[WORCHE]STER” sauce bottle, #315/13691, from 1860; and 
o a stopper from a “LEA & PERRINS” sauce bottle, #315/13751, from 1840 to 

1890. 
 
 
Alcohol 
There were remains of 51 bottles of alcohol from this kitchen underfloor deposit, #315 (Table 22).  
This included 33 beer/wine bottles, nine gin/schnapps bottles, five spirits bottles and nine stout 
bottles.  This was the second largest quantity of alcohol bottles recovered from an underfloor 
deposit in Areas A and B the largest quantity was from the front room of this house.  This makes 
this house with a minimum item count of 128 alcohol bottles the single largest occurrence in both 
areas.  Generally underfloor deposits contain limited evidence for alcohol as bottles are not small 
items and therefore are not easily deposited into underfloor areas but in this context the glass was 
broken into sherds with a total weight of 1798 grams. 
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Animal Bone 
As noted above context #315 contained 2994 fragments of animal bone (Table 39).  The most 
frequently found species were sheep (17.6%), sheep/pig (16.6%), fish (15.4%), European rat 
(9%), rabbit (3.6%) and pig (1.6%).  The sheep bones were distributed throughout the kitchen with 
concentrations along grid lines C and D and 2 and 3 (Table 40.7).  The three squares with the 
largest concentration of bone were in the centre of the room.  There was a predictable distribution 
pattern spreading out from that central area but there was a slightly atypical concentration of bones 
in square A1, the southwest corner near the fireplace.  This concentration of bone, with a focus on 
a corner near the fireplace, has been observed in some of the other kitchen underfloor deposits: 
context #15, House 17 (Table 32.1); context 13, House 19 (Table 32.3); as well as the front room 
of house 19, context #14 (Table 32.4).  Context #11, kitchen House 21, could be read in a similar 
way with two concentrations but while one was in the southwest corner it was away from the 
fireplace and near the rear doorway (Table 32.5). 
 
This pattern of bone distribution may represent two sets of activities - the initial loss or deposition 
of the bone into one area and the disturbance of this bone into another area, perhaps the corner by 
some activity, possibly sweeping.   
 
The identifiable sheep fragments mostly belonged to the rib cage (34%) or vertebrae (26%) 
suggesting cuts such as cutlets or stews using the sheep’s vertebra such as Irish stew which uses 
neck chops (Table 36).  This is a common pattern found in the sheep fragments with approximately 
50 to 60 per cent of the all sheep bone being either from the rib cage or vertebrae.  In the 
remaining 40 to 50 per cent of sheep bone fragments there is no one dominant pattern, other than 
the distribution of the sheep bone into a range of anatomical categories.  The presence of bone 
from the cranium, teeth and feet are taken to suggest that people were not buying prepared meat 
cuts.  While 6.5 per cent of the sheep bone from this context are from those areas this is a not 
uncommon quantity (Table 36) and is considerably smaller than the quantities found in context #18.  
Most of the bone from context #315 shows limited evidence of butchery or of being pre-prepared 
by the butcher.  Only forty-one bones showed some evidence of being chopped or sawn.   
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4.5    House 7 McCredie Street 
House 7 was one of four houses excavated in McCredie Street (Photos 4.1, 4.2) that was built by 
1865 (Fig. 2.4).  It was a two- or three-storey brick house with slate roof and four or five rooms, 
presumably two rooms upstairs and two rooms downstairs.  There was a well-built stone laneway 
along the northern side of the house, between it and House 5, that provided access to the rear yard 
and allowed for the emptying of the cesspit.  This house was built earlier than Houses 3 and 5 
(Plans 9, 11, 13).  There were a number of longer-term occupants according to Sands Directory 
and the Council rates.  Between 1861 and 1877 the house was occupied by Alan McDougall, 
boilermaker and his family.  Shortly after this Daniel Marr (Maher), grocer, and his family lived 
there between 1887 and 1895.  It is unclear if the grocery business was undertaken elsewhere or at 
House 7. There was another grocer in Bowman Street in Area B, Mrs O’Brien.  In the early 1900s 
William van Herckeron, possibly Dutch or German, resided in House 7 and from 1910 up until at 
least the 1930s Christie Sonstrum or Sundstrom, presumably of Scandinavian origin, lived in 
House 7. 
 
 

Year Tenant Occupation Landlord Comments 
1861 MacDougall boilermaker  19 Bowman Lane.  In 1858-59 McDougall 

lived at 61 John Street, Pyrmont. 
1863 McDougall, Allan boilermaker  19 Alfred Street.  

 
1864 McDougall, Allan boilermaker  19 Alfred Street.  
1865 McDougall, Allan boilermaker   
1867 McDougall, Allan boilermaker   
1868 McDougall, Allan boilermaker  79 Alfred Street. 
1871 McDougall, Allan boilermaker   
1873 McDougall, Allan boilermaker   
1877 McDougall, Allan boilermaker   
1879 Thompson, Ada Mrs   79 McCredie Street 
1880 Robertson, David,  printer   
1882 Roberts, Robert    
1882 McIntyre, Andrew   stone house, slate roof, 3 storey, 5 rooms, 

£33. 
1885 Robbie, John    
1886 Robinson, Joseph grocer   
1887 Marr, Daniel   
1890 Marr, Daniel grocer  

Probable the same occupant as in House 
21 New Street, 1879-82.  

1892 Maher, Daniel grocer   
1896 Maher, Daniel grocer   
1897 Lee, John farmer   
1899 McEwan, Joseph    
1900 Van Heckeron, William    
1901 D. Maher  E. Crocker house, £23. 
1902 Van Heckeron, William    
1904 Van Heckeron, William    
1906 Van Heckeron, William    
1908 Hare, Henry    
1910 Sonstrum, Christie    
1914 Sundstrom, Christian  (Sublessee)  

E. Crocker 
stone house, slate roof, 2 storey, 4 rooms, 
£28. 

1916 Sundstrom, Christian    
1920 Sonstrum, Christie    
1923 Sundstrom, Christian    
1930 Sonstrum, Christie    

1932/33 Sonstrum, Christie    
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4.5.1 Construction and Layout of House 7 McCredie Street  
The phases of archaeological contexts found associated with House 7 were the same as the other 
three houses in Area C.  The matrix illustrates these phases as construction, occupation and 
demolition all buried beneath a modern car park (Matrix 4.1).  All houses in Area C faced east and 
were associated with the remains of the footpath and sealed roadway (Photos 4.2, 4.8, 4.10). 
 
4.5.1.1  Construction and Layout  
House 7 was built with well-made sandstock bricks with a short rectangular frog and a mid-brown 
shell mortar and plaster on large stone footings.  The remains of the house included a stone-flagged 
verandah, stone and brick footings of two rooms, with fireplaces, threshold stones, and yard 
surfaces (Photo 4.14, Plans, 9, 10, 12).  The general layout of the house remains were front room 
and kitchen with fireplaces in the southern walls and doors through the northern part of the house 
(Plan 9,10).  The cesspit was not excavated in this property as it was underneath the unexcavated 
area at the rear.  Many bricks from the demolition of House 7 were found in the northern laneway 
and underneath them were found large quantities of broken roofing slate. 
 

Photo 4.14: View to west over House 7 with the eastern verandah in the foreground and the 
stone-paved laneway to the right. This house has well-made stone footings underneath the 
brick superstructure. There is a hole in the rear wall of the house. Scale 1m. CSR Photo 
10/20   
 
 
The front room was 3.30 m by 2.86 m or 9.4 m sq with the door threshold in the northern part of 
the eastern wall with a vent cut into the stone to the south (Plans 9, 10, 12).  The kitchen was 3.3 
by 3.2 m, or 10.56 m sq. (Table G) (Photo 4.15).  This kitchen was the largest one found in Area 
C and was also larger than the front room, which was unusual.  While there was no purpose-made 
vent in the rear wall of the kitchen a hole was broken through the wall which may have acted as an 
air vent (Photo 4.14).  
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Photo 4.15: View to southwest over House 7.  The yard deposit has not been fully removed as 
yet.  The southern section contains a base layer of demolition rubble and a bituminous layer 
above sand.  Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 5/34 
 

Photo 4.16: View to the east of the inside of the front eastern wall of House 7.  The stone 
footings are well-cut large blocks with well-made footings for the timber floor structure.  Note 
the well-cut threshold with cement resurfacing and an air vent to the right of the scale. Scale 
1 m. CSR Photo 9/31 
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Photo 4.17: Fireplace in front room of House 7.  As with the stone footings in Photo 4.16 this 
is a well-cut stone hearth and in very good condition compared to most of the hearthstones in 
the other houses.  There were remains of pink washed plaster to the east of the fireplace.      
Scale 1 m. CSR Photo 9/29 
 

Photo 4.18: Kitchen fireplace with intact hearthstone and dry-pressed brick rebuilding. There 
was remnant painted plaster on the southern wall.  Note the bedrock underneath the 
fireplace.  Scale 1m. CSR Photo 9/24 
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• Finishes 
The finishes found in the demolition deposit in the front room, context #311, were: 

o mid brown plaster (render and set) with pink paint, #311/1144.  
o plaster with cream paint, #311/1145. 
o cement render with pink paint, #315/1146. 

 
In situ remains of pink painted plaster in the front room adjacent to the fireplace and above skirting 
board height (Photo 4.17).  It is likely that this was the finish in the front room for some years 
prior to demolition.  The cream paint may have come from the room upstairs or may have been 
from painted detailing.  On the exterior of the eastern wall was found evidence of limewashing in 
grey.  
 
In the demolition deposit above the kitchen, context #312, there were fragments of:  

o plaster (render and set) with pink paint, #311/1149.  
o plaster with cream paint, #311/1148. 
o plaster with mustard coloured paint over red paint, #312/1150. 

 
In situ remains of plaster painted with a red wash above a pink wash was found adjacent to the 
fireplace on the brick courses immediately above floor level (Photo 4.18).  Again the presence of 
the cream painted plaster is thought to relate to the rooms on the upper floor.  The source of the 
mustard painted plaster may also relate to the upper rooms or it may be detailing from within the 
kitchen.   

  
• Roofing 

As noted above extensive evidence for a slate roof on this house was found in the demolition 
deposit (#304) in the laneway, associated with the bricks from this house.  

 
• Windows 

There is little evidence for the location of the window in the front room as there was only a shallow 
underfloor deposit and presumably the window glass did not break during the removal of the 
window frame.  It is assumed that there was a window in the southern part of the eastern wall, 
away from the doorway.   
 
The main distribution of window glass in the kitchen was to the south of the fireplace and adjacent 
to the partition wall between the front room and kitchen (Table 38.7).  It is assumed that the 
window glass does not relate to the breaking of in situ window glass.   

 
• Yard Area 

Only part of the yard surface (#374) was uncovered during excavation (Plan 10, 12).  The remnant 
yard surface consisted of cracked concrete surfacing and some bitumen surfacing and exposed 
bedrock (Photo 4.10).  It is presumed that the bedrock was once covered with either bitumen or 
concrete but this is not certain.  There was a service trench crossing the yard north-south which 
appears to have been stormwater and a sewer pipe leading to the remains of the cesspit in the 
southwest corner where it was just partly visible at the edge of the excavation. 
 
The size of this yard was similar to the other three houses in Area C although the condition of its 
surface was even poorer than Houses 3 and 5.  Again there was no clear evidence for washing 
areas and laundry coppers as in Area A.  The cleaning of the yard area (#326) recovered remains 
of 44 artefacts (Table 49).  These were similar to what is generally found within an underfloor 
deposit.  There were three identifiable ceramic patterns - blue tp ‘Albion’, brown tp 35 and Linear 
09.  These will not be discussed in any detail.   
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 Brown tp 35 (actual size) 
 
 
4.5.2 Underfloor Deposits – House 7 
The underfloor deposits in House 7 consisted of:  

o front room underfloor deposit, context #317, 
o kitchen underfloor deposit, context #318.  

 
 
4.5.2.1  Front Room Underfloor deposit 
Context #317 was a very thin organic deposit sitting above construction debris of sand with small 
pieces of rubble (#330).  There was little material observed in the sieving deposit other than small 
amounts of charcoal fragments and rodent bones, and some occasional bone.  Only some squares 
were excavated (A1, A2, A6, B1, B2, B5, B6, C2, C3, D1, E1, F1, F4, F5, and F6).  The 
excavation of the squares in A, B and C are visible in Photo 4.17.  The shallowness of the deposit 
adjacent to the eastern wall is visible in Photo 4.15.  This is one of the few underfloor deposits not 
fully excavated due to time constraints.  There was a generally poor artefact count for the squares 
that were excavated where bone counts were higher than other artefact types (Tables 37.8, 40.8).  
 
Context #317 contained a minimum item count (mic) of 57 (Table 1), which was 0.4 per cent of all 
artefacts found at the site.  There were 215 fragments of animal bone (Table 2) which was 1.2 per 
cent of all bone found at the site (Table 2).  As has been typical with all but one underfloor deposit 
the dominant category into which the artefacts were placed was personal (60%).  Other main 
categories, aside from architecture, were recreation (8%), clerical (6%), food (4%) and household 
(4%) (Table 19). 
 
 
Personal 
 

• Adornment 
This category contained 8 glass beads and a bone shirt stud, #317/7500.   
 

• Clothing 
The artefacts from this category consisted of six buttons and a hook among which were (Table 10):   

o 2-piece copper alloy button with a fouled anchor on azure ground, #317/7482; 
o flat button with floral incised/moulded decoration, Aes 4-way (box) shank, 

#317/7499. 
 

• Jewellery 
There was a single jewellery item, a white glass hat pin bead.   
 
 
Recreation 
There were only nine items in the recreation category in context #317, a small number of items 
compared to all the other houses in Area C (Table 17).  This was also considerably smaller than 
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the number found in the kitchen.  There was a single clay pipe stem from a smoking pipe and eight 
marbles.  
 
 
Clerical 
There were a four items in the clerical group, three fragments of slate pencil and a lead pencil.  
 
 
Food 
There were only five food-related items - three tableware, one teaware and a metal tin can lid.  
Due to the small quantity of items in this context there will be no further discussion of this group.   
 
 
Household 
There were only three sewing items - three pins including a nickel plated one and therefore quite 
modern.  There were also two items associated with furniture - a metal band and an escutcheon.  
 
 
Animal Bone 
The count of 215 fragments of animal bone is a moderate bone count (Table 39).  It is much 
smaller than found in the adjacent two houses, #314 and #316 but is larger than found in the front 
rooms of the three houses in Area A (Table 8).  The dominant identifiable species was European 
rat at 21.4% or 46 fragments (Table 39).  The other species were fish (13%) and sheep (9%).  
Most of the bone species were unrecognisable due to size and portion.  The dominance of rat bones 
of this group is also found in the kitchen of this house where 476 bones or 23.4 per cent of the 
bone fragments were from European rat.   
 
The distribution of the bones was in the corners of the southern side of the room, adjacent to the 
fireplace (Table 40.8).  The distribution of the rat bones, while similar to the general bone 
distribution pattern, had the largest concentration in the northeastern corner of the room (Table 
41.5).  This does suggest that the location of these 17 rat bones was from another source and it was 
perhaps where the rat died and may have been disturbed by later rodent activity.  There was no 
evidence of rat or canine gnawing on the bones in context #317.   
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4.5.2.2  Kitchen Underfloor deposit 
Context #318 was a dark brown sandy deposit which was deeper near the fireplace and to the east 
of the high bedrock in the southwest corner (Photo 4.18).  The sieving deposit contained moderate 
amounts of charcoal and egg shell and moderate to high amounts of fish bone.  There was also 
visible evidence of rodent bones in the sieving which would have been collected.   
 
Not all of this underfloor deposit was fully excavated due to time constraints but also because some 
squares on a brief physical inspection were considered unlikely to contain much artefactual 
evidence.   
 
Context #318 contained a minimum item count (mic) of 1276 (Table 1) which was 8.35 per cent of 
all artefacts found at the CSR site.  There were 2035 fragments of animal bone (Table 2) which 
was 11.55 per cent of all bone found at the CSR site (Table 2).  As was typical with all but one 
underfloor deposit (#18), the dominant categories into which the artefacts were placed, aside from 
architecture, were personal (46.6%), recreation (14.3%), food (9.3%), clerical (8.5%) and 
household (5.4%) (Table 19).   
 
Context #318 had the third highest artefact count after context #18 and #313 (Table 19.3).  The 
pattern of the four main categories is different in that while personal artefacts were the highest the 
second largest group was recreation which is usually fourth or third largest kitchen group.  The 
placing of recreation as second group displaced the food category into third place.  The frequency 
in kitchen underfloor deposits in which personal and food were the two largest groupings of 
artefacts is found in five out of the seven kitchens discussed in detail (Table 19.3).  A deviation 
from this pattern in context #18 was seen as deriving from the undertaking of commercial sewing.   
 
The general artefact distribution pattern in this larger kitchen fell into two distinct areas (Table 
37.9).  There was a focus in the northwest section of the kitchen near the rear doorway and 
window and in the southeast corner to the east of the fireplace.  The reasons for this distribution 
will be examined to determine if the two patterns were associated with specific activities.   
 
 
Economy 
There were 15 coins in context #318:  

o silver six pence - George IV, 1822, #318/ 9118; 
o two Victorian pennies and a half-penny dating to the 1860s; 
o two silver shillings, dating to 1870s and 1881; 
o a late Victorian penny, 1898, #318/ 9111; 
o a George V sixpence, 1914, #318/ 9109; 
o a George V threepence, 1919, #318/ 9116; 
o in addition there two other early threepences with illegible dates and two Victorian 

pennies with illegible dates.  
 
The presence of the 1822 sixpence is unusual and suggests the presence of an heirloom or 
keepsake.  Otherwise the dates conform to the expected mid to late nineteenth-century and early 
twentieth-century occupation of the residence.   
 
 
Personal 
There were 594 personal items in context #318.  The majority of items were associated with 
adornment (376) and clothing (191) (Table 10).   
 

• Accessories 
There were remains of four pen knives.   
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• Adornment 
This included 374 beads, a catch and a necklace closure (Table 10).   

o Five white beads on a chain which may be part of a rosary, #318/ 7749. 
o Possible hat pin bead, #318/7729. 

 
The remaining 368 beads were glass, and came in a range of colours: blue, black, brown, clear, 
cream, gold, pink, white, cobalt, green, opal and red.  Among the bead types were bugle, tubular, 
spun, mould-made and machine-made beads.  There were at least 166 seed (2 to 4 mm) type beads.   
 
This was the third largest quantity of beads, after contexts #18 and #313, both of which were 
thought to be associated with commercial sewing and beading.  The low pin (70) count does not 
support commercial dressmaking.   
 

• Clothing 
The clothing-related artefacts included 174 buttons, a buckle, clothes brush, three hooks, two eyes, 
a disc, three safety pins and six shirt studs.  The number of buttons in the kitchen is fairly large 
and was the third largest count of buttons after context #18 and #313.  This is the same situation 
with the beads (above).  The majority of buttons were copper alloy (35%), mother-of-pearl (19%) 
and porcelain (12%) (Table 11).  Half of the copper alloy buttons were ‘trouser’ buttons, mostly 4-
hole buttons (Table 12).  The majority of the mother-of-pearl buttons were 2-hole (10) and 4-hole 
(9) types (Table 14). 
 
Among the buttons were:  
 

o two 4-hole ‘trouser’ / “JEFFREYS & [GOLDING]”, #318/ 7573 and 7534, from 
1883 to 1890. 

o 2-piece dome, separate shank, NSW cipher and crown / “NSW MILITARY 
FORCES” / reverse - “PRICE & Co” / “SYDNEY”, #318/7909, from 1871 to 
1914. 

o 2-piece dome separate shank / face - embossed crown above NSW state cipher and 
“NSW MILITARY FORCES” / reverse - imp. “GREEN & BAKER” / “BIRm”, 
#318/7544, from 1871.  

o 2-piece dome - fouled anchor on azure ground, #318/7532. 
o 4-hole cross ‘trouser’ / “THOMSON GATES & Co” / “SYDNEY”, #318/7572, 

from 1886 to 1902. 
o 4-hole ‘trouser’ buttons - three embossed with “OUR OWN MAKE”, four with 

“EXCELSIOR”, five with “BEST RING EDGE”, and two with “SUSPENDER”.   
o 4-hole ‘trouser’ / “THOMSON GATES & Co” / “SYDNEY”, #318/7872, from 

1890 to 1902.  
o 4-hole ‘trouser’ / Japanned / “T. KERSLAKE” / “HANOVER ST. W.”, 

#318/7551. 
o 4-hole concave / Japanned / “ADVANCE AUSTRALIA”, #318/7550. 
o 4-hole ‘Trouser’, possibly gilded, inscribed: “THOMSON GATES & Co / 

SYDNEY”, #318/7522, from 1890 to 1902. 
 
Other artefacts include: 

o buckle, rectangular waistcoat type / reverse embossed - “PARIS”, #318/ 7685. 
o five bone shirt studs and a metal shirt stud.  
 

Most of the trouser buttons would have come on off-the-rack clothing.  Therefore it is not likely 
that these buttons would have represented home sewing.   
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• Grooming 
There were seven items associated with personal grooming (Table 16):  

o three bakelite combs; 
o a glass container of uncertain shape, #318/14102; 
o remains of two mirrors, and  
o a stopper from a perfume bottle, #318/14099.   

 
• Jewellery 

In the jewellery group were 13 different items among which were (Table 15):  
o four glass fake ‘gems’ - old single cut 'diamond' types; 
o two beads from hatpins; 
o a pendant and two rings.  

 
• Religious 

There was an oval medal with the Madonna and two rows of embossed inscription – “ … MARY 
EVER VIRGIN AND CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN” / “PRAY FOR US WHO IMPLORE THY 
AID” / “1830”.  On the reverse was two flaming hearts and 12 stars surrounding a crucifix above 
the letter ‘M’, #318/ 7698.  
 
Also note the five white beads on a chain which may be part of a rosary, #318/ 7749 mentioned 
above in the adornment section.   
 

• Time-keeping 
Remains of watch-key and part of a watch.   

 
Recreation  
Context #318 contained 181 recreation-associated artefacts (Table 17).  This was the third largest 
count of recreation items after context #18 and #313.  Context #318 had more 27 toys than #313, 
mostly in the number of marbles found in the kitchen.  
 

• Gaming 
This category included remains of five bone counters and bone dice.   
 

• Smoking 
There were remains of seven pipes - six in clay and one in vulcanite.   
 

• Toys 
The majority of the recreation items were children’s toys.  These included:  

o a 4-hole 'trouser' / "[NE] PLUS [U]LTRA" / doll hip joint, from a kid body, 
#318/7920. 

o 12 items from a doll’s tea set: two cups, a dish, two lids and seven saucers.  These 
remains may have come from as many as four different tea sets, including a 
panelled version, a plain version, a gilded version and relief-moulded version.  

o among the dolls were:  
 a pudding doll or doll house type, #318/7734. 
 pudding doll type, #318/7612. 
 the head of a ‘flat top’ / black hair, blue eyes, red lips and cheeks with the 

shoulder plate missing, #318/7901. 
 leg with a flat black boot for fabric body of a doll’s house type, 

#318/7778.  
o part of a whistle, possibly part of the same whistle in #317.  
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o 150 marbles in limestone (65), earthenware (61), porcelain (7), glass (15), kaolin 
(1) and quartz (1).  Among the earthenware were four ‘Bennington’ marbles.  

 
 
Food 
There were 119 food items in context #318.  They formed 9.3 per cent of all artefacts in context 
#318 (Table 21).  The majority of food items were teawares, tablewares and food which was a 
typical pattern for the first two categories but the unspecific food/food category is not usually so 
dominant with remains of nine bottles.  Other than the teawares and tablewares the item count is 
fairly low. 
 

• Teawares 
The teaware category contained remains of 26 cups, 30 saucers, three teapots and four teaspoons 
(Table 23).  There were some cups and saucers in matching patterns (Table 26.2). The dominant 
decorative types were white glaze (34%), gilded (14%) and brown tp (10%).  These included 
brown tp ‘Poppy’, with a registered trademark, “Rd No. 133743”.  The pattern was registered by 
Burgess & Leigh in 1884.   
 
Other identified patterns on the cups and saucers were blue tp 154, brown tp 37, Linear 06 and 09 
and sprigged pattern.  There was a hand-painted saucer and hand-painted lustre saucer.  Among the 
unidentified patterns were blue tp, purple tp, Sponge ware.  The teapots were in ‘Rockingham’ 
glaze and Jackfield wares.  Three of the four teaspoons had illegible hallmarks.   
 
 

 
Blue tp 154            Brown tp 37 
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Brown tp ‘Poppy’ with basemark below.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Tablewares 
Context #318 contained remains of 31 tableware items (Table 23).  There were more plates than 
any other forms which is typical but the overall number of thirteen plates was fairly low.  Among 
the plate patterns were black tp ‘Rhine’, blue tp ‘Asiatic Pheasant’, Linear 06, two white glazed 
plates, five white ware plates and a single white ware moulded plate (Table 25).  Some of the 
plates had rim diameters - 220 mm (8) and 200 mm (1).   
 
Other tableware forms included:  

o glass bowl with facets and diamond motif, #318/14072 / 14014; 
o hand-painted bowl, red line below rim edge / large floral and bud chain on body in 

green, red and blue, #318/11695; 
o three gilded egg cups; 
o remains of four bone handles from flatware, one of which has been reshaped, 

#318/ 7601, and a fork; 
o a drinking glass; 
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o remains of four glass tumblers, one of which had an arched panel on the body, 
#318/ 14109. 

 
• Food 

This category included remains of nine bottles of uncertain use.   
 

• Condiment 
In the condiment category there were remains of five oil/vinegar bottles including a large 
“GEORGE WHYBROW” stopper (#318/14115).  There were two sauce bottles embossed with 
“HOLBROOK & Co”, dating from 1890.   
 

• Container 
This category includes the remains of five tin lids.   
 

• Serve 
There were three ceramic serving jugs, in ironstone china with green tp, fine earthenware white 
ware and china white glaze.  
 
 
Household 
 

• Furniture and Furnishings 
This group includes a fly wheel from a clock, a metal handle, a decorative hinge and two furniture 
tacks.  Among the furnishings were two fragments of pressed moulded metal.   
 

• Laundry 
In this category was a large plug, from a sink or bath tub.  
 

• Ornaments 
o there was the paw from a figurine of a ceramic tiger or lion, #318/7772; 
o a glass ornament of uncertain shape with a ‘cased’ emerald design on milky 

background, #318/14090; 
o a curved glass ornament of uncertain shape, milky on the inside and blue on 

outside with ovoid black markings between the milky and blue areas. 
 

• Sewing 
Among the sewing artefacts from #318 were a bone crochet hook, 70 pins and four thimbles.  
 
 
Clerical 
Context #318 contained remains of 108 clerical items (Table 18).  These were slate pencils (93 
fragments), 14 lead pencils and a metal pen.   
 
 
Animal Bone 
There were 2062 animal bone fragments in context #318.  This was the lowest of the three main 
kitchen deposits in Area C (Table 39) but it was larger than all but kitchen context #18 in Area A 
(Table 8).  The dominant identified species were European rat with 476 fragments (23.4%), 
followed by fish (19.7%), sheep (11.4%) and rabbit (9.8%).   
 
The high proportion of rat bones, 476 bones or 33.4 per cent of bones in #318, is in marked 
contrast to all the other houses in the study area.  Its dominance of the identified species is also in 
marked contrast to all other houses.  While all the houses had some rat bones (Tables 8, 39) they 
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were much smaller quantities than the 476 bones found in this kitchen underfloor deposit.  While 
the adjacent house has the second largest occurrence of rat bones this is still only 57 per cent of the 
number found in #318.  The occurrence of such a large quantity of rat bones may indicate a 
number of things: the presence of more of the skeletons (not articulated), a rat nest where the 
physical evidence has been destroyed, the successful killing of a large number of rats, perhaps the 
disposal of skeletons into the underfloor area or, unpalatably, the consumption of rat meat.   
 
The distribution of the rodent bones throughout the four main spits of context #318 (below) does 
support the presence of these bones throughout the build up of the deposit from the early 1860s.  
The rodent bones were also obvious in the sieving where previously they were not mentioned as a 
specific component of the deposit.  Also the lack of articulated skeletons does suggest that the 
skeletons were disturbed by successive generations of rats.  One of the questions this raises is how 
did the occupants of this small house put up with the pungent odour of decaying rat skeletons?  
Only eighteen animal bones showed evidence of rat gnawing and there was no evidence of canine 
gnawing of these bones.   
 
 
Count of rodent bones in the individual spits of context #318.   

Context Spit MFC 
318 1 215 
318 2 171 
318 3 87 
318 4 3 

   Total 476 

 
 
The occurrence of fragments of 199 rabbit bone or 9.8 per cent of all animal bone from this 
context is the highest within the CSR site (Tables 39, 39.2).  The majority of the rabbit bones, 62 
per cent, were from the rib cage and vertebrae.  This was a common pattern across all contexts 
with high counts of rabbit bone (Table 36.2).  A metal rabbit trap was found in the demolition 
deposit above the kitchen, context #312, #312/8753, in House 7.  It is quite likely that the occupant 
of this house was catching rabbits from the nearby areas of Ultimo which was fairly vacant until 
the end of the nineteenth century.   
 
The number of sheep bones (233) recovered from context #318 was quite small in contrast with the 
adjacent Houses 3 and 5 while the raw count of fish bones was not atypical and was similar to the 
adjacent house 5. 
 
The bone distribution within context #318 was extensive and focused on the C/D and 3, 4, 5 axes 
(Table 40.9), basically the central part of the kitchen.  The distribution of the rodent bones is 
similar and so is the pattern of bones if the rodent bones are removed (Table 41.6, 41.7).  The only 
difference between the table of all animal bones and the table with rodent bones removed is the 
density of bone, there being no change to the pattern of distribution (Tables 40.9, 41.7).  
 


