
Results 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                  Parramatta Children’s Court Site 
                                              Archaeological Investigation 

46

3.0 Results of the Archaeological Investigation 
 
3.1 Methodology 
 
3.1.1 Excavation Methodology 
The site was excavated using open area stratigraphic excavation.  Initial excavation work was 
undertaken using a 7-tonne excavator to remove fill and twentieth-century bitumen carpark surfaces 
(Fig. 3-1).  The site was divided into six areas relating to the three historical property boundaries and 
groups of contexts numbers were allocated to each historic property so we can easily identify to 
which area the archaeological remains were associated (Fig. 3-2).  Overlays of the early historic 
plans provided basic data for the location of likely remains (Fig. 3-3).  Excavation within each 
historic property was considered to be important in the way the archaeological program was managed 
and to aid our interpretation of these remains.   
 
 

Figure 3-1: Machine excavation in the western area.  The demolition backfill of the brewery cellar in the 
foreground was removed using the excavator.   
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Figure 3-2: Overlay plan showing the location of excavation areas in relation to the three separate property 

boundaries.  The numbers refer to the lots (102, 103) and the four digit numbers are the context 
numbers used within each property.   
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Figure 3-3: Annotated overlay plan.   
 
 
3.1.2 Archaeological Phases  
The archaeological remains from the site were divided into a series of archaeological phases based on 
the known historical development of the site to help interpret the meaning of the archaeological 
evidence found at the site.  This is an important step in the interpretation process because of the 
general lack of stratigraphy on this site which is typical of Australian historic sites. To understand 
which phase of the site’s occupation the remains belong to, each feature or structures or deposit was 
given a preliminary phasing by the area supervisor, in consultation with the excavation director.  This 
then provides a structure for the detailed description (Section 7) and Section 3 of this report.  These 
phases are:    
 

Phase 1  Natural Landscape – geological time 
Phase 2  Aboriginal Occupation (10,000+BP to 1790s) 
Phase 3  Convict-period  1790-c1810 
 3.1 construction  
 3.2 occupation 
 3.3 demolition/backfilling 
Phase 4  Leaseholders c1810-1840s 
 4.1 rebuilding 
 4.2 occupation 
 4.3 demolition/backfilling 
Phase 5  Residential & Brewery 1830-c1880 
 5.1 construction 
 5.2 occupation 
 5.3 demolition/backfilling 

Site 

ailfjl 

c. 1840 brewery 
Lot
102 

Lot 
103 

          c. 1840 Brewery 

c. 1830s house 

 convict hut site still extant 
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Phase 6  Tramway 1880s onwards 
 6.1 construction 
 6.2 operation 
 6.3 demolition/backfilling 
Phase 7  Later Residential 1880s-1900 
 7.1 construction 
 7.2 occupation 
 7.3 demolition/backfilling 
Phase 8  Maternity Hospital 1950s – 1990s 
 8.1 construction 
 8.2 occupation 
 8.3 demolition/backfilling 

 
Each phase will be discussed in detail in the following sections.  The phases are also used within the 
Harris Matrix which is an illustration of the phasing of the site and how the archaeological remains 
relate to each other and their component parts.   
 
 
3.2 Natural Environment1 
 
Geomorphology 
The township of Parramatta was built on a flight of Late Quaternary river terraces near to the tidal 
(and initially navigable) limit of the Parramatta River.  Remnants of the Holocene floodplain, i.e. 
river terraces formed after postglacial sea levels stabilised about the present day level about 6000 
years ago, occur up to 2m elevation on both sides of the river (Fig. 1).2   
 
Archival and borelog evidence indicate that the pre-settlement topography of the lowest (Holocene) 
terraces was highly irregular due to the prevalence of levee bank remnants (reduced to mounds) and 
back-swamp hollows.3  Some of the latter held permanent freshwater and were used for water 
supplies (Fig. 3-4).  Early plans show one of the creeks draining the upper terraces crossed the 
eastern part of the property, Lot 102E, immediately outside the study site (Figs 2.5, 3-4).  
 
The site had a thick cover of alluvial sediments with two distinct periods of deposition. The subsoil 
close to the creekline was a yellow clay which became more sandy moving westwards, changing to 
red brown sandy clay to clayey sand.4  The sand at Sites 1 and 3 is nearly 2m thick and bleached 
almost white, except for a narrow band of yellow brown sand at a depth of 1.5m.  The sand at site 2 
is quite thin and contains several distinctive thin silty bands.   
 
The extent of bleaching and the absence of any visible layering or stratification in the sand (sites 
1and 3) signifies that it is not a recent deposit.  The surface lies well above the levels of most current 
floods.  The lower parts of sites 1 and 3 were mottled which indicates periods of temporary 
waterlogging.  This is the result of the water table perching on the underlying, less permeable, clayey 
layer.  Chemical analysis from Site 3 showed that the salinity of the thick bleached sand is extremely 
low indicating that any ground water present is likely to have been non-saline and probably quite 
suitable for human consumption.  The deeper red and yellow mottled clay layer (the buried older 
soil) is much more saline and has a high concentration of exchangeable sodium.   
 
The soils within the PCC site and the surrounding hospital areas were formed on a sequence of 
alluvial deposits, with older clayey sediments underlying a thick sandy strongly leached layer closer 
to the surface.  The age of these alluvial sediments is uncertain but the strong degree of profile 
development suggests an advanced age, possibly pre-Glacial, for the underlying brightly mottled 
                                                      
1 This section is based on the two specialist reports completed for the soil and pollen analysis in Section 8.  Roy 
Lawrie, soil scientist at the NSW Department of Agriculture, undertook the soil research and Dr Mike 
Macphail did the pollen analysis.   
2 Mitchell 2003 
3 Lawrie 1982 
4 See specialist soil report Section 8.5.  
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clayey layer.   The overlying sand is not stratified but at site 2 has several wavy silty bands.  This 
probably represents incipient B horizon development and is often seen in other very sandy alluvial 
soils (e.g. doing the Nepean River), beneath younger more stratified layers (having many fine thin 
layers).  This is probably post-Glacial material, deposited when the river experienced much greater 
fluctuations in flow than at present. 
 
 
Pre-Settlement vegetation 
Benson and Howell (1990) propose that at the time of European settlement, the higher river terraces 
at Parramatta were covered by woodlands of grey box (Eucalyptus moluccana) and forest red gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticormis) with an open grassy understorey.  In 1798, a ‘stately grove’ of wattles 
(Acacia) was growing near the present day corner of Church and Macquarie Streets immediately to 
the east of the study site.5   
 
Mangroves (Avicennia marina) are likely to have colonised the river margins up to the tidal limit 
(approximately below O’Connell Street) whilst the common reed (Phragmites australis), paperbarks 
(Melaleuca linariifolia) and rough-barked native apples (Angophora floribunda) occupied wetter and 
drier areas on the river terraces respectively. The sub-saline quality of the groundwater in wells6 
indicates that samphires (Chenopodiaceae-Amaranthaceae) will have colonised areas subject to 
ephemeral flooding, e.g. clay pans on the higher terraces, as well as forming saltmarsh communities 
along the river. 
 

Figure 3-4: Redrawing of Lawrie’s 1980 map of Parramatta showing a range of environmental features as well 
as an early engineering works, the Parramatta barrel drain, built in response to the natural landscape.   

                                                      
5 Jervis 1961:25 
6 Jervis 1961:157 
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Mike Macphail has proposed, based on the pollen analysis from a series of archaeological site in 
Parramatta, a working hypothesis for the pre-1788 vegetation:  
  

Prior to 1790, the higher terraces lining the Parramatta River supported eucalypt woodland or 
forest with a grassy rather than shrub-rich understorey.  Casuarinas were either rare or absent and 
significant percentages of this pollen type are (a) mostly due to long distant transport and 
therefore (b) circumstantial evidence of European clearing (due to the low local pollen influx 
following destruction of the local native vegetation). 

This forest was cleared using fire, allowing native grasses and liverwort populations to colonise 
exposed areas of damp mineral soils.  ‘Agricultural’ weeds such as dandelions had become 
widely naturalised across the same area by the early 1800s. 

Land separating the convict huts is depicted as being ploughed in a c. 1793 pen and wash view of 
George Street from Rose Hill.  However, prior to Sample 39 from 109-113 George St7, there was 
no compelling fossil pollen evidence that ‘broad acre’ crops had been planted on any of the 
allotments fronting onto George Street although grain may have been stored on some of these 
sites.  Conversely the pollen data support the written documentary evidence that orchards were 
planted at the rear of some (most?) convict huts during the 1790s.8 

 
 
Topography9 
The eastern part of the study area sloped down towards the creekline.  This eastern area had been 
built up during the later historic occupation to make the land flatter and therefore more usable.  The 
first raising of levels in this area relates to the c1840 construction of the brewery when the drains 
running eastwards to the creekline were cut through fill laid down to raise the level of natural soils, 
and presumably to provide an even flow for the drain.  Then around c1881, when the terrace house 
was built in Lot 102E, the eastern part of the property was raised by approximately 0.5 to 1m by the 
dumping of fill.  This made the levels in the eastern area closer to the George Street ground levels 
and the levels in Lot 102W.   
 
 
3.3 Aboriginal Occupation  
Parramatta was occupied by the Darug Aboriginal people prior to the arrival of the British in 1788.  
The local clan group were the Burramatta and they spoken the Darug language. Parramatta is part of 
their traditional hunting and fishing grounds.  Being near the river it would have been an important 
area for camping and fishing for 10,000 or more years.  Fish were an important part of the diet of 
people living in the Sydney region in pre-colonial times.  Ducks, mullet, crayfish, shellfish and 
turtles lived in the freshwater streams feeding into Parramatta River.  Fish, shellfish, molluscs and 
eels lived in the saltwater parts of the river. Shellfish remains found in Aboriginal middens include: 
rock oysters, cockles, some mud whelks, mud oysters, winks and horn shells. Aboriginal people used 
canoes made from the bark of the bangalay (E bitryoides) or the stringybark tree (E agglomerates).  
The men used spears and the women shell hooks to catch food from the river.   Food was cooked 
over a fire made at any convenient location (Fig. 3-5).   
 
Aboriginal occupation in Parramatta was documented by the British who set out from Sydney Cove 
to explore the Parramatta River and locate fertile land to grow the crops needed to sustain the new 
arrivals.  Recent archaeological work at the eastern end of George Street indicates the presence of 
Aboriginal people in Parramatta as extending back 15,000 to 22,000 years BP.10  The 109-113 
George Street site is the oldest known archaeological site revealing Aboriginal presence in the 
Sydney region indicating the known location of Aboriginal existence prior to stabilisation of post-
glacial sea levels c6000 year ago.   

                                                      
7 Casey & Lowe project, report in preparation, excavated December 2004.  
8 Mike Macphail email to Mary Casey 22/11/2005.  
9 For detailed discussion of the archaeological evidence see Section 7, Trench Report, Jill Miskella.  
10 Jo McDonald CHM, Excavation Report, 109 George Street, Parramatta, for Landcom.  
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Figure 3-5: Aboriginal family cooking over a fire near the Parramatta River close to modern day George and 
Charles Streets. Note the Byrnes’ mill and the wharf which dominated the eastern end of the township.  
Augustus Earle, c1827, A fire in Parramatta, Picman, ML, SLNSW.   

 
 
With specific reference to the Aboriginal use of this site it was observed by Dr Laila Haglund that:  
 
 Aboriginal heritage material was in early colonial times present on and/or in the surface sediments of the 

site but probably as occasional small scatters.  
 It is likely that the area was not intensively used in pre-colonial times or that evidence of earlier, more 

intensive use had been removed well before this time by natural events such as erosion or floods.11 
 
 
3.4 The Cultural Landscape of Colonial Parramatta (1790 to c1830) 
A series of early images, maps and plans depict a slowly changing Parramatta from 1793 to the 1821.  
These representations help us understand how the Parramatta township developed once George Street 
was laid out and government house constructed on the rising ground at the western end of George 
Street (Figs 3-6, 3-7, 3-8, 3-10, 3-13).  Many of these images are reproduced in Section 2 of this 
report but a few, which have recently turned up, are included below to provide a context for the 
landscape into which the structures and features found at this site fit.  The study area is near the 
western end of George Street, near to Parramatta Park and the surviving buildings of government 
house.   
 
While Governor Philip initially had a small cottage (Fig. 3-8) erected as a government house it was 
replaced by Governor Hunter’s new house (Fig. 3-10) which commenced in April 1799.12  Governor 
King and his wife Anna Josepha had a neat and pretty garden laid out there by 1804 (Fig. 3-10).  By 
1804 the township of Parramatta had expanded beyond the original line of George (High) and Church 
Streets with a series of cross streets with ‘convict huts’ lining many of these streets (Fig. 3-6).  The 
western end of the town was dominated by government house and the domain (Parramatta Park) with 
the early wharf and the military barracks located at the eastern end of the High Street (Figs 3-5, 3-7, 
3-8).  Governor King was administering the colony, prior to Governor Bligh’s arrival in August 
1806, and is more likely to have been responsible for issuing many of the leases identified on the 
1804 plan (Fig. 3-6).13  Both King and Hunter were responsible for issuing leases within the Sydney 
Domain against the directions of Governor Phillip and Governors Bligh and Macquarie sought to 
remove these intrusions into the governor’s grounds.14 
 

                                                      
11 Haglund & Associates, The Parramatta Children’s Court Site, Preliminary Testing on Aboriginal 
Archaeology for Department of Commerce, July 2005.   
12 Rosen 2003:49.  
13 Further research is being undertaken on this question.  
14 Casey 2002.  



Results 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                  Parramatta Children’s Court Site 
                                              Archaeological Investigation 

53

By the arrival of Governor Macquarie on 31 December 1809 there were numerous small cottages 
dotting the Parramatta landscape (Fig. 3-10).  Those that lined the river faced towards the north, an 
indication that these builders had quickly realised that north was the preferred orientation in the 
southern hemisphere.  The northern side of the river was still dominated by the stand of native trees, 
probably eucalypts, shown in Brambila’s 1793 drawing (Fig. 3-9).  Government house sits on the hill 
and overlooks the expanding township.  There was considerable development of Parramatta during 
this period which saw the rebuilding of St Johns Church to a design chosen by Mrs Macquarie as 
well as the rebuilding of Parramatta Government House, the erection of major government 
infrastructure such as the 1818 convict hospital, and a new soldiers barracks (Lancer Barracks),  both 
designed by John Watts (Fig. 3-14).  Further to the east along the river, the Female Orphan School 
was built to a design based on Mrs Macquarie’s family home Airds House, Appin, Scotland.15  There 
was major rebuilding of roads, including Parramatta Road which assisted the expansion of Parramatta 
expanding into a thriving township (Figs 3-12, 3-13).   
 
While the 1790s convict residents resided in wattle and daub huts aligned along George Streets and 
the various cross streets, their continued occupation much after c1800-1809 is unlikely.  Research 
into the two main properties in this study area indicates that by 1809 the two lots were both leased to 
emancipated convicts, both of whom were involved in government service.  Blakefield (Lot 103) was 
a baker and is presumed to have worked for government, and Landrin (Lot 102) was a government 
cooper and is thought to have worked at the nearby government brewery, within the grounds of the 
Governor’s Domain (Parramatta Park).   
 
High (George) Street  
Descriptions of the original High Street noted that it was a very wide avenue and Watkin Tench in 
November 1790 observed ironically that ‘it is to be of such breadth as will make Pall-Mall and 
Portland Place “hide their diminished heads”’.16  Yet this is not the impression conveyed by early 
images of Parramatta (Figs 3-7, 3-8, 3-9, 3-11).  Fenced boundaries enclose all of the properties in 
Evans’ painting (Fig. 3-11) but there are none in Brambila’s 1793 drawing (Fig. 3-9), perhaps 
suggesting that they were erected later, by c1805, and probably during Governor King’s 
administration.  Brambila’s drawing does indicate the use of ditches (right foreground and between 
the huts to the north of High Street), some of which may have also functioned as boundaries but they 
also worked as stormwater drainage lines.  High Street was depicted as narrow in at least four early 
images with extensive front gardens between the huts and the roadway (Figs 3-7, 3-8, 3-9, 3-11).  
The area between the huts and the roadway were probably used as gardens, as suggested by plough 
lines, which are evident in both 1793 and c1805 images (Figs 3-9, 3-11).   
 
The typical interpretation of a wide High Street is based on descriptions and plans.  Annotation on 
the c1792 plan noted ‘High [George] Street 205 [63m] feet wide and __ feet in length’. Church Street 
was 143 (44m) feet wide, Bridge Street (north of O’Connell Street and now within Parramatta Park), 
South Street (Macquarie) was 118 (36.3m) feet wide, Hospital Lane (Marsden Street) was 75 feet 
[23m] wide.17  Morton Herman suggested that Phillip was laying out a grand boulevard, as in a 
Renaissance city or more probably a Baroque layout.  Macquarie then redesigned this alignment and 
caused the houses to be placed on the narrower street alignment.18   This interpretation has generally 
been the accepted one.   
 
The previous discussion indicates that this interpretation needs to be reconsidered in the light of these 
recently published images and the above analysis of what they show.  Previous images showing High 
Street were a single painting19 and a lithograph (Fig. 3.7); the latter must always be treated with 
suspicion if it is the only evidence available for what an area looked like.20  Higginbotham in his 

                                                      
15 Casey 2002.  
16 Tench 1793 (1979):195.  
17 UK Archives, Map CO 700 NSW 4, Town of Parramatta.  
18 Kass et al. 1996:22-23.  
19 The earlier known version of the Brambila drawing.  
20 Casey 2002:ch 5, 62-65. 
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various reports has adopted the interpretation of the streets and layout as being wide but ramshackle.  
In the PHLAMS report it was noted that Phillip’s grand avenue ‘was never really achieved.  Instead a 
haphazard development on larger than normal allotments was a feature of the town until the mid-
nineteenth century’.21  The Conservation Management Plan for the Parramatta Hospital site calls it a 
‘landscape of control’ and notes that the ‘tight regimentation reflected the fact that the majority of 
settlers were convicts and the colonial government sought to impose order on them…the orderly 
settlement of Parramatta went hand-in-hand with government policy’.22  These two different 
interpretations of High Street are an issue for further debate where the archaeological evidence of the 
convict huts may assist in furthering our understanding, as does the preceding discussion of the two 
images.  
 
One tentative interpretation is that with the granting of leaseholds to private individuals there was a 
need to fence property boundaries because of the ‘private ownership’ of these lands rather than those 
occupied by groups of 10 or more convicts where the Crown held title. As discussed above both lots 
within the study area were leased by 1809.  The lease on Lot 102 was given by Lt. Colonel William 
Patterson during the period after Bligh was removed from office.  It is likely that the Evans’ c1805 
painting illustrates the town with private occupation of Parramatta, it is no longer a convict town but 
one occupied by private citizens, many of whom had been convicts.  In addition, on Evans’ c1804 
plan (Fig. 2.2) lines are used to represent the alignment of the original huts, the presence of fences 
within the original 205 ft (63 m) roadway acting as a verge or footpath and a narrower road 
alignment. It is likely that Macquarie was responding to this practice as established (or allowed) by 
King.  Further evidence supporting the new use of the front part of the properties is that it was noted 
in March 1791 that the rear yards of the convict huts were to be used for individual gardens and there 
was no mention of the front yards.23  In addition by April 1793 it is suggested this space is being used 
in relation to the houses rather than as part of the public road.   
 

 
Figure 3-6: Evans’ c1804 plan of Parramatta.  This is not an accurate plan as it shows the approximate study 

area as similar-sized allotments but it does show a building probably within the study area 9arrowed).  
Note the creek line to the east which is the drainage channel in the eastern part of the study area, 
shown as a drain on later plans.  The government granary and brewery were just to the west of the 
study area.  William Evans, the artist who drew this plan, lived across the road from the study area at 
lot no. 8. This plan is based on Meehan’s 1804 survey which Evans was responsible for drawing up.  
Rosen 2003:132, 131. 

 
 
                                                      
21 PHALMS 2000:61.  
22 DPWS 2003:23-24.  
23 HRNSW 3:775.  
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Figure 3-7: Engraving of 
Parramatta, included in 
Collins 1796. This is an 
unreliable depiction of 
Parramatta and should only 
be used with caution and in 
relation to the other images 
presented in Section 2. Note 
the similarity with Figure 3-8 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3-8: View of Parramatta government house and convict huts lining High (George) Street, c1789.  The 
huts on the right are in the general vicinity of the study area.  This image shows Phillip’s government 
house with various additions.  This appears to have influenced the above lithograph (Fig 3-7). Further 
research needs to be undertaken on this image to clarify its provenance and accuracy.  The date, 
c1789, which is on the Mitchell Library catalogue is clearly wrong as High Street and the huts were 
not built prior to July 1790 and the use of weatherboarding is not considered to be used until the repair 
of the huts.  It is possible this view is later.  View of Governor's House, Rosehill, DG, SSV1B/3 
PICMAN, ML.  

 
 
Governor Phillip had of course left the colony some four months earlier, in December 1792, and his 
instructions may no longer have been adhered to although it is doubtful there had been any major 
change since Phillip’s departure and what we see depicted in the April 1793 drawing (Fig. 3-9).  It is 
Parramatta pretty much as Phillip left the township.  As a parallel with the Sydney Domain note that 
during the first interregnum, the period between Philips departure and Governor Hunter’s arrival in 
September 1795, many of Phillip’s instructions regarding the granting of leases were ignored.  This 
practice continued in subsequent administrations and was only halted with the arrival of Governors 
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Bligh and Macquarie who both sought to reinstate Phillip’s boundaries for the Sydney Domain but 
not necessarily his design for the town of Sydney.24   
 
 

Figure 3-9: Brambila’s drawing of Parramatta with huts lining High (George) Street.  This is the original 
drawing given by the Spanish visitors to Lieutenant-Governor Grose who sent it to George III.  The four 
figures in the middle ground are probably Spanish naval officers. The original of this is in the British Library, 
Map Collection. A copy is lodged in ML SPF.  
 
 
 

Figure 3-10: Governor Hunter’s rebuilt house with Governor and Mrs King’s neatly laid out garden.  Compare 
Figure 3-8.  The study area is some 200m east of government house. George Evans, c1805, 
SSVIB/Parr/12, ML, SLNSW.  

                                                      
24 Casey 2002: chs 7-12.  
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Figure 3-11: View to east along High (George) with all of the lots within paling-fenced boundaries, convict 
huts set back from the road and plough marks indicating cultivation in the front and rear areas of most 
properties.  George Evans, watercolour, c1805, Caroline Simpson Collection, Historic Houses Trust.  

 
 

Figure 3-12: A view of Parramatta/Port Jackson, c1809, looking north across Parramatta River near where 
Smith Street meets the river.  The gaol on the right was located immediately opposite Church Street. 
Painter unknown. Compare with the 1804 plan, Fig. 3-6. PXD 388 vol.3 f.6, ML, SLNSW.  
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Figure 3-13: This painting gives some idea of how Parramatta expanded in the 10 years following the arrival of 
Governor and Mrs Macquarie.  West View of Parramatta, 1819, Joseph Lycett, ML 53, ML, SLNSW. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3-14: The new government house at Parramatta, built for Governor and Mrs Macquarie by John Watts, 
architect.  It shows Louis and Rose de Freycinet, French travellers, meeting Governor Macquarie.  
They were in Sydney in 1819.  Pic/9265/1 LOC 2611*, NLA.  
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3.5 Lot 102 West – Archaeology 
This property contained most of the archaeological remains found during the archaeological program 
as well as the remains of the main convict hut which is conserved within the Conservation Zone (Fig. 
3-3).  In historical terms it was originally the same property as Lot 102 East but they were partitioned 
in the 1830s into two separate lots.  They are referred to as Lot 102E and Lot 102W throughout this 
report.  See Section 2 for detailed discussion of the history of Lot 102W.  This property had a 
reasonably complex historical development:  
 
Summary of Known Development  

 Convict hut built c1790.  
 December 1809 leased to Anthony Landrin, French prisoner-of-war.   
 Thought to be occupied by Samuel Larkin by 1824, and possibly earlier.  
 Structure in the location of the ‘convict hut’ described as weatherboard in 1824, may have 

been a rebuild of the original structure.  
 Partition of Lot 102 into eastern and western lots in 1836.  
 Cordelia Larkin sells property to Edye Manning in July 1838.  Manning sold in July 1838 to 

a syndicate for £500.  
 Brewery complex built and operational by January 1841 and demolished after 1859, 

probably by 1865 (Figs 2-7, 2-8).  Leased and operated by Patrick Hayes.  Hayes also had a 
lease on Lot 103.  

 Structure in the location of the ‘convict hut’ was shown as being masonry in 1844 (Fig. 2-7). 
 House built on street frontage between 1831 and 1844; it is listed in the rate assessment 

books in 1865 as having six bedrooms.  
 Additional structures at the rear of the property by 1894, probably the Cumberland Bacon 

Curing Co listed in Sands, 1891 to 1896.   
 In 1893 and 1894 Sands identifies the house was operating as a boarding house.   
 New structure in rear area by 1905, probably tram-related as property owned by Sydney 

Ferries from 1901. 
 Eastern extensions of tram shed extends into this area by 1905.  
 Maternity hospital built in 1950s.  
 No change in property boundary once it was partitioned in 1836 until it became absorbed 

into the hospital grounds and eventually sold to the Attorney-General’s Department in the 
1990s.  

 
 
3.5.1 Phase 3: Convict Occupation 1790-c1810 
The main archaeological evidence for convict occupation of Lot 102W would be the remains of the 
remains of the convict hut which are conserved unexcavated within the Conservation Zone and 
therefore was not the subject of archaeological excavation as part of this program (Plan 3).  It is 
anticipated that other remains may survive in association with this hut and are therefore within the 
Conservation Zone.  These remains may include deposits associated with the occupation of the hut, 
evidence for rebuilding of the hut, and the nature of the various phases of reconstruction.  The 
remains of the convict hut and the rebuilds are to be conserved in perpetuity.  The convict-period 
remains have been approximately located on Plan 3.   
 
No specific remains found within Lot 102W were considered likely to be associated with the convict-
period occupation, except perhaps for a trench running east-west between the eastern creekline and 
the storage cellar.  No evidence for this trench extended westwards beyond the cellar but it certainly 
appears to pre-date the construction of the cellar as there is no specific relationship between the two 
sets of remains.  The phasing is based on the general absence of artefacts found in the fill from a test 
hole dug into the fill.  The function of this trench is ambivalent—it may have been to provide 
drainage of the area but in this case there should have been evidence of alluvial deposition or 
recutting of the channel by flowing water.  Neither sets of evidence were found.  The natural sand in 
the area should have provided quick draining of rainwater, questioning the need for a drainage 
trench.  Therefore there is ambivalence around the function of this trench.    
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Most of the pre-brewery remains are thought to be associated with the leaseholder occupation rather 
than with the convict occupation.  While some may be associated with Anthony Landrin the main 
deposits are thought to belong to the Larkin family.  Due to the uncertainty of placing any remains or 
artefacts within the convict period-occupation the early period remains are discussed in the following 
section on Leaseholders.   
 
 
3.5.2 Phase 4: Leaseholders c1810-c1830s 
Plans 3 and 3.1, 3.2 illustrate the main archaeological evidence found outside the Conservation Zone 
that are interpreted as relating to this period of occupation.  These include a brick storage cellar at the 
rear of the site, a potential drainage channel, an east-west fenceline, rubbish pits immediately to the 
south and north of the Conservation Zone and some brick flagging (Plans 3, 3.1, 3.2).  For detailed 
descriptions of these remains see Section 7.  It is not the purpose of Section 3 to present the detailed 
recording of the remains but to synthesise and interpret these remains.  Therefore Section 3 draws on 
Section 7, the detailed description of the archaeological remains, as well as a range of specialist 
reports included in Section 8.  The artefacts from the main deposits are discussed in more detail in 
Section 4.   
 
Lot 102W 
Storage Cellar25 
 
Construction 
The majority of convict hut sites excavated by Casey & Lowe have been found to have storage 
structures or pits of various types.  Storage structures include:  

 barrel pits where a barrel has been sunk into the ground – George & Charles Streets, cnr 
Smith & George Streets ‘Babes in the Woods’ (Higginbotham; Mary Casey was a 
supervisor on this site).   

 clay-lined pits – two at George & Charles Streets.  
 blue stone-lined storage pit - George & Charles Streets.  
 brick storage pit – Parramatta Children’s Court Site. 
 timber-lined pits at 109-113 George Street.  

 
Storage Cellar 
A rectangular structure built with pale orange flat sandstock bricks, stretcher facing inwards, sandy 
mud mortar, and measured 2300 x 1750 x 970mm (7.5ft x 5.6ft x 3ft) where it survived (Plans 3, 3.1, 
7; Photos 3-1 to 3-3).  In the eastern third of the pit there were two post holes in either wall which 
may have been added later but presumably provided additional structure for the roof of the pit.  The 
roof appears to have been covered with clay roofing tiles.   
 
 
Backfilling the Storage Cellar 
The demolition and backfilling of the storage cellar appears to have happened around the late 1830s 
and probably no later than 1840.  For detailed discussion of the dating of the cellar deposits see 
Section 4.  It is presumed that the demolition and backfilling of the cellar was related to the 
construction of the brewery and the removal of non-brewery related structures within this area.  The 
backfilling deposits therefore belong to the end of the occupation by the leaseholders although the 
artefacts do suggest that they were items used throughout the first part of the nineteenth century by 
the occupants of the house rebuilt on the site of the convict hut.    
 
The storage cellar was partly damaged by modern activities on the site when it was cut by a service 
trench and by a 1950s maternity hospital footing which cut into the top of the cellar.  Both of these 
activities may have introduced some later materials into the deposits, causing some limited 
contamination from later artefacts.  The two lower deposits at the bottom of the cellar (3960, 3961) 

                                                      
25 See Section 7:29-32.  
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both contained large quantities of the double lug type of roofing tile.  These tiles were found 
throughout the main deposits within the cellar (Table 3-1).26   
 
 

 
 
Photo 3-1: View to west of the 
eastern section (Plan 7) through the 
various fill deposits within storage 
cellar (3957), Lot 102W. Note the 
quantities of artefacts at the base of 
the section. The brick structure was 
associated with the two post holes 
on either side. The bricks were all 
pale orange flat sandstocks. Digital 
photo Wk 4: P4290091, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-2: View to northwest of the 
fully excavated storage cellar 3957, 
Lot 102W. Note the line of the 
service trench to the west of the 
surviving brick wall.  Digital photo 
Wk 4: P4290110, Scale 1m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Table 3-1: Quantities of tile fragments were found 
within the backfill of the storage cellar. A total of 71.8 
kg or the equivalent of a minimum number of 149 
tiles.    
 

 
 

                                                      
26 See Section 8.3 for further details.   

Context No Frags MIC Weight (gm) 
3958 9 4 744 
3959 64 22 4899 
3960 243 45 27,332 
3961 289 70 33,873 
4050 30 8 4935 

 635 149 71,783 
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Photo 3-3: Western section of the backfill of the storage cellar. Compare with Figure 3-15.  Note the roofing 
tile projecting from the fill deposits as well as some fragments of ceramic.  Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4290092, Scale 1m  

 

 
Figure 3-15: Section through fills in eastern half of storage cellar (3957). Detail from Plan 7, Vol 3, Section 

12.  
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Figure 3-16: Drawing of roofing tile from context 3961 (cat. no.:26320). Note the two attached projections at 

the top. The attachment at the top is taken from a non-joining section of roofing tile. Dimensions are 
310mm x 140mm x 14mm.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-4: Fragments of roofing tile from the storage cellar.  
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The cellar deposits contained a total of 71.8 kg of roofing tiles, with the majority coming from 
contexts 3960 and 3961 (Table 3.1; Fig. 3-16, Photo 3-4).  This suggests that the roof of the cellar 
was tiled on a timber-frame structure supported on at least the two timber posts.  It is possible there 
were two other posts to the west where the sewer line cut thought the end of the storage cellar.  It is 
assumed that when the above-ground sections of the cellar were being demolished the tiled roof 
collapsed into the cellar.  This is a typical practice with the demolition of buildings.27  Few of the tile 
pieces joined to form complete tiles so there was clearly some additional disturbance of these tiles.  It 
is noted that tile fragments were found throughout the five main fill deposits although the 
concentration was clearly in the two lower deposits.  It should be noted that 4050 was mainly an 
isolated lense of sand between 3961 and 3960 and was found only in the northern part of the eastern 
area.  
 
The type of roofing tile found in this deposit was the first occurrence seen of this tile type with its 
double lug attachment (Photo 3-4; Fig. 3-16).  It is rare to find early roofing tiles in any quantity and 
certainly not in the quantity found in the cellar.  Previously known types of tiles found had a different 
method of attaching the tile to the roof structure, either a single lug or holes through which pegs were 
placed (Section 8.3).  With results from recent work at the adjacent site of the Parramatta Hospital 
and the PCC site we have now found evidence for three different types of attachments on locally-
made roofing tiles being used in Parramatta.  Recent excavations on the corner of Marsden and 
Macquarie Streets found this type of roofing tile.  Because no evidence for the type of roofing tile 
found at the PCC site has been found in the Sydney CBD it is likely that this particular roofing tile 
was made at Parramatta by a manufacturer who used a technique that was different to the traditional 
technique known from sites such as First Government House.28   
 
Date of Construction 
It is assumed that the cellar was built as part of the leaseholder occupation (c1809-1838) because:  

1. The cellar construction type is not seen at other sites, suggesting that it was the preference of 
an individual rather than a storage type mandated by government or by the same group of 
builders or supervisors.   

2. The need to presumably store food, may relate to the presence of possible fruit trees in the 
garden.   

3. The need for a store reveals the presence of a food surplus and/or seed for planting in the 
following year; this was likely to be quite rare during the convict-period occupation of the 
site as most convicts were provided rations from the government store.  The convicts were 
also encouraged to grow fresh fruit and vegetables in their gardens.  

 
The storage cellar could relate to the occupation of the site either by Landrin, who possibly planted 
an orchard, or Larkin who worked at the government store and may have had access, authorised or 
unauthorised, to additional food sources or was picking from the trees planted in the garden and 
reported on in 1824.   
 
 
Pollen Analysis of Backfilled Material 
Pollen sample 58 was taken from the natural soil (3920) which formed the base or floor of this 
structure and sample 29 from a fill layer (3960) within the cellar (Photo 3-1 to 3-3).  The pollen 
analysis found that context 3920 had a range of plant pollens: 
 
Sample 58 – natural soil in bottom of cellar 
In this instance, the pollen of edible plants appears to have infiltrated into a Pleistocene? sand 
underlying the structure and provides additional support for its use as a storeroom.  Relative 
abundances of Brassicaceae pollen as high as 30 percent are extremely rare and imply that vegetable 

                                                      
27 ie the CSR site, Casey & Lowe 2000.  
28 Proudfoot et al.  
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taxa stored in the structure included cabbage, turnip and/or rape (canola).  The Chenopodiaceae count 
(2%) may also represent an edible species in this context, e.g. Chenopodium album (fat hen).29   
 
Sample 29 – fill 3960 in storage cellar 
The concentration data strongly implies that the edible pollen types come from foodstuffs stored in 
the underground structure (cereals, vegetables [peas and members of the cabbage/turnip and 
umbellifer families], and fruit 'prunus' and a type resembling apple or pear).  An alternative 
explanation - that the sediment used to infill the structure came from a vegetable garden/orchard - is 
discounted because of the very low representation of dandelions.  It is tempting to link the prunus and 
apple pollen with trees planted by Anthony Landrin or Samuel Larkin.30  Prunus species include 
almond, apricot, cherry, nectarine, peach and plums.   
 
As observed by Macphail:  

Samples associated with the cellar/store (ACN 3957) are an exception to the above 
generalisations in (almost) every respect.  Not only do the microfloras from the lower infill (SS-
29) and underlying 'natural sand' (SS-58) strongly support the inferred function of the structure, 
and provide independent evidence of plant species underpinning the early Colonial food 
economy, they also under score the self-reliance of the early Colonialists.  To elaborate: 

At present vegetables are harvested before producing viable flowers, and some of these and many 
fruit species do not produce viable (or any) seeds.  An example is the seedless grape.  This cannot 
have been the case in the early Colonial period since vegetables picked before flowering, and 
processed grains and fruits, would not have left a palynological 'signature' in the sediments.  A 
not unreasonable conclusion is that the structure was used to store unmilled cereals, legumes, 
fruit and other plant foods produced in a given year and also home-grown seed for replanting 
crops and gardens in the following year.  This in turn may indicate an unavoidable? need for self-
reliance that is at odds with the documented 'charitable' role of the Government stores in 
supplying the settlers' needs.31   

 
While ambivalent about the meaning of the variety of edible species within fill 3960 it is clear that 
there was definitely some evidence for the storage of cabbage, turnips and rape seed (canola) in the 
base of the storage cellar.  The absence of dandelions suggests that the fill was not from a garden but 
it is difficult to see how the storage cellar would have continued to be used once it started to be 
backfilled, particularly once the roof had collapsed into the lower part of the cellar.  As Figure 3-15 
illustrates this deposit was around 400mm above the floor of the cellar which also does not support 
its use for storage at this time.  It is possible that there was another reason for the presence of this 
edible pollen profile within this deposit but there was no other similar evidence in the other nine 
samples from the site that were examined to support the presence of these plants on the site.   
 
Palynologist Mike Macphail does agree that it is:  

possible to envisage (mostly non-garden) compost contexts where dandelions could be absent, 
for example a kitchen ‘midden’ that was kept free of weeds by the continuing addition of food 
scraps (represented by cereal, pea, prunus and? crucifer pollen) and other domestic refuse. 

If so then it is probable that the high (52%) count of small/corroded eucalypt grains was sourced 
from flowering branches used as kindling in domestic fire places?  From soil accumulating 
during the convict clearance phase (also characterised by high relative abundances of 
small/corroded eucalypt pollen, usually in association with frequent to common liverwort 
spores).32 

 
Therefore it is most likely that the edible pollen evidence represents the remains of food consumed at 
the time of the backfilling of the cellar.  These foods were typical of what was consumed within the 
house, rebuilt on the site of the convict hut in Lot 102W, at this time and can be presumed to 
represent a range of foods grown on the site.  It is uncertain if the pollen evidence provides a basis 
                                                      
29 Macphail, see Section 8.4.  
30 Macphail, see Section 8.4. 
31 Macphail, see Section 8.4. 
32 Mike Macphail email to Mary Casey 22/11/2005. 
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for the type of foods being grown within the rear yard of this property, although it could in effect 
represent both these types of activities.   
 
 
Artefacts  
For a detailed discussion of the artefacts from the storage cellar see each of the three specialist 
reports in Section 8.  There is an overview in Section 4.  The storage cellar contained a range of early 
artefacts among which were sherds from 237 ceramic vessels and 110 glass items, including remains 
of 91 bottles.33  Among the ceramics were remains of 26 lead-glazed vessels, some of which were 
near complete: a chamber or poe, a washbasin, as well as remains of 16 pans, generally used for a 
range of food preparation activities such as dairying and bread making.  Many of the lead-glazed 
vessels are considered to be locally made.  Among the locally-made pottery—were three items that 
appear to have been produced so as to imitate imported pottery, the knob of a teapot in the style of 
annular cream ware (Photo 3-5), a wash basin with incised lines in brown and green also imitating 
annular creamware, and a thick grey-glazed base, possible of a shape similar to a Chinese tea bowl.  
Chinese export, kitchen ch’ing and armorial porcelain and the base of stoneware bowls were found, a 
total of 84 vessels in a range of forms: bowls, teabowls, cups, saucers, plates, platters, the lid of a tea 
pot, and a tureen.  The typical patterns’ of ‘Nanking’ and ‘Canton’ dominated the Chinese ceramics 
found at the site but the finds of a few fragments of armorial porcelain, with nuptial birds, is not so 
typical for Parramatta or Sydney.   
 
Among the glass artefacts was an unusual salt cellar in a style popular from the 1750s.34  Also found 
were fragments of stemware with trumpet-shaped bowls with plain stems and conical feet (1760+); a 
press-moulded tumbler (1820s+), a pattern-moulded dish with ground pontil scar (1760+) and a 
pattern-moulded tumbler with a solid glass pontil scar (1820+).  Many of the remains of the 
beer/wine bottles date from the late eighteenth to early nineteenth century.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 3-5: Knob from lid of teapot imitating annular  
creamware.  

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3-17: (right) Drawing of teapot knob. Franz Reidel, 
3958/21613 

                                                      
33 See specialists reports in Sections 8.1 and 8.2.  
34 Harris report, Section 8.2.  
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Photo 3-6: Locally-made lead-glazed 
earthenware chamber pot from the 
storage cellar, 4050/21647. Scale, b&w 
gradations are 1cm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 3-7: Range of lead-glazed pottery from the storage cellar and some pits to the south of the Conservation 
Zone. Scale 10cm 

 
 
Other artefacts included an unusual spur from a riding boot which does not conform to British 
military types; an early type of bone-handled fork with two prongs rather than three prongs; two 
copper lids, hand beaten and riveted, and belonged to a matching set of possible kitchen pots or 
containers; two possible farthing coins which had perhaps been dropped in the garden and swept up 
unnoticed into the cellar during the final clearance.35   
 
 
 
                                                      
35 Stocks report 8.3.  
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Other Leaseholder-period Remains  
 
Northern Area  
In the northern part of the site was an east-west fenceline evidenced by remains of six post holes 
(Plan 3, 3.1).  The fence ran at a slight angle to the George Street alignment.  There was no evidence 
for the extension of the connection of this fenceline to any north-south fencelines.  The phasing of 
this fenceline is based on the stratigraphic relationship between the post holes and their burial 
beneath the c1840 brewery floor.   
 
Three other features, one of which was buried beneath the brewery floor, were odd-shaped circular 
pits (Photo 3-8).  These large features were all backfilled with lenses of sterile sand containing few 
artefacts, indicating the backfilling was about refilling the hole made by the removal of the tree bole 
rather than excavation of a hole for rubbish disposal.  There was little evidence for organic material 
in these features which may be associated with decaying organic deposits. The interpretation of these 
three pits is that they were produced by the removal of trees growing in the area prior to the 
construction of the c1840 brewery.  Other than these three holes no other evidence was found for the 
orchard mentioned in the historical record as being on this property.  This may have been because of 
the modern disturbance in the northern parts of the site but this is uncertain.  It is surprising that more 
tree boles were not found within this area.  It is also notable the nearby sample of natural soil (SS36) 
examined for pollen contained no evidence of edible species (Plan 3.1; Section 8.4:13). This sample 
was in the top of natural that was beneath the brewery floor and would have been subject to levelling 
and clearance and other construction-related impacts during the building of the brewery.  Tree boles 
have been found at other sites, notably the Conservatorium Site.36   
 
 

 
 
Photo 3-8: View to 
northeast Lot 102W. Note 
the pre-brewery fenceline 
probably associated with 
the convict hut occupation 
and remains of three 
holes, probably tree boles 
(3914, 3921, 4031). 
Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4270066, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Southern Area 
In the southern area, to the south of the Conservation Zone, was a small area of brick paving and a 
group of pits (Photos 3-9 to 3-11).  These features have been placed in Phase 4: Leaseholders.  The 
paving may have been associated with the latter rebuilding of the convict hut as by 1844 it was 
shown as being a masonry building (Fig. 2-7).  There was demolition material in this area and there 
was more rubble bricks and mortar in the southern section of the Conservation Zone, suggesting that 
the demolition material and rubble were coming from the north rather than eastwards from 
                                                      
36 Casey & Lowe 2002 
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demolition of the brewery.  Therefore it is thought that the brick surface and the rubble demolition 
relates to the demolition of the third structure built on the site of the convict hut.   
 
It is uncertain which of the three structures in this area this group of pits was associated with.  These 
pits were certainly rubbish pits and were connected to each other in space and time as they contained 
joining sherds of six different vessels among the three pits.37  In a few cases there were three different 
sherds from the same vessel in three pits.  The typical model for digging of rubbish pits is that they 
are excavated behind the house and away from major activity areas.  Yet these are at the front of the 
rebuilt house on the site of the convict hut which would typically suggest that they are not associated 
with the occupation of the hut/house.  These pits could be associated with the c1830s timber and 
masonry house built on the George Street frontage (discussed below) or even possibly with the Emu 
brewery.  Admittedly the domestic nature of the artefacts from these pits tends to suggest that the 
contents of these pits came from either the convict-hut house or the 1830s house as does the 
contemporary nature of the artefacts from the pits and the storage cellar.  The absence of bricks 
associated with the 1830s house does tend to support that the contents of the pits were associated 
with the convict-hut house.  This issue will be discussed further in Section 4.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-9: Looking south over the brick paving and brick-rubble filled pits to the south of the Conservation 
Zone. Digital photo Wk 3: P4270066.  
 

                                                      
37 Section 8.1: table 2.3. 
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Photo 3-10: Looking west along 
the edge of the Conservation 
Zone showing rubble building 
materials, the brick paving and 
rubble pits. Note how the rubble 
and mortar is coming from the 
direction of the section to the 
right. Digital photo Wk 3: 
P4130007, Scale 1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-11: Looking north over 
the excavated pits and the brick 
paving. Digital photo Wk 3: 
P4160059, Scale 1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lot 103 
The only remains clearly thought to belong to Phase 3 or 4 within Lot 103 are a few post holes to the 
north of the Conservation Zone (Plan 3, 3.1).  These indicate two possible parallel fencelines that 
may have formed part of a structure at the rear of the site.  
 
A well was also found to the north of the Conservation Zone in Lot 103.  We do not have any clear 
evidence to say when it was excavated.  It may have been excavated during Phase 3 and 4 or perhaps 
later during the operation of the brewery and the construction of the terraces along the street frontage 
in Phase 5.  The backfilling of the well clearly dates to Phase 5 and it will be discussed in further 
detail there.  The well deposits are discussed in detail in the three specialist artefact reports (Sections 
8.1, 8-2, 8-3 and Section 4).    
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3.5.3 Phase 5: Residential & Brewery 1830s–c1900  
Plans 4, 4.1 and 4.2 illustrate the main archaeological evidence found outside the Conservation Zone 
that are interpreted as relating to this period of occupation.  For detailed descriptions of the remains 
in Lots 102W, 103, and 102E see Section 7.  It is not the purpose of Section 3 to present the detailed 
recording of the remains but to provide an overview, synthesis and interpretation of these remains.  
Therefore, Section 3 draws on Section 7 as well as a range of specialist reports included in Section 8.  
Only the major archaeological features and deposits are discussed in this section.   
 
Remains in this phase and within Lot 102 W are the remains of the Emu brewery (c1840–c1865), the 
timber and masonry house to the south of the brewery (c1830s–1920s) and a nearby east-west 
fenceline that probably created a boundary between the house and the brewery.  It should be noted 
that the convict-hut house was probably not demolished until after 1844 as it is illustrated on the 
1844 plan (Fig 2.7) and therefore survives into this phase.  The demolition of this structure and all 
associated remains have been placed in Phase 4 for convenience and to illustrate the generally 
perceived shift between these two phases.  It is likely that the convict-hut house on Lot 103 ceased to 
be used as a residence when the brewery was built and may have been used in association with the 
brewery and probably was demolished soon afterwards.  There are some remains in Lot 102E dating 
to Phase 5 but they are associated with the Emu brewery and will be discussed in that section.   
 
Few remains were found in Lot 103 except for a well.  It was most likely excavated out by c1830 and 
possibly earlier.  It appears to have been backfilled towards the end of Phase 5, 1860s or 1870s.   
 
Lot 102W 
 
Emu Brewery 
The Emu Brewery was operational by January 1841 when it was recorded as one of two breweries in 
Parramatta.  Patrick Hayes was the operator of the brewery until its sale in 1859.  It appears to have 
been demolished by 1865.  There is no mentioned of it in the first Council rate assessment books for 
1865.  Much of the brewery structure had been removed during its demolition, presumably for the 
sale of the stone and brick materials when it was no longer seen to have an commercial value as an 
operating venture.  The brewery does not appear to have been a commercial success and aspects of its 
machinery were possibly sold by 1850.  For a description of the operations of contemporary 
breweries see Section 8.3, Appendix 1.   
 
Building the Brewery 
 
Site preparation 
This involved the clearing of trees as described in Section 3.3.2.  At least three trees were removed 
from the northern part of the site, a fenceline demolished and possibly the brick storage cellar 
backfilled, probably with soil/compost and a range of artefacts from the Lot 102W convict-hut house 
although the house remained until after 1844.  The brewery was built on level ground at the top of the 
slope, before it fell away to the east and down to the creek line (Photos 3-12, 3-13).  Shallow fill, or 
perhaps alluvial deposits, were found in the eastern area where the brewery drain cut through it.  
 
The Structure  
The brewery was a large rectangular two-storey stone structure, with a brick superstructure. It had a 
large cellar at the southern end and a flagged stone floor in the northern part (Plan 4, 4.1, 4.2).  The 
brewery was aligned north-south, and faced southwards to George Street.  It was set back off George 
Street behind an earlier house (Plan 4).  The brewery was 42m (136ft) long and 8m (26ft) wide 
(internal width), 9m external face to external face (29.5ft) of the surviving wall trenches at the 
northern end.  The cellar void measured 11.75m x 6.65m (38.2ft x 21.6ft) and varied in depth from 
1100mm (3.6ft) to 1400mm (4.5ft) from ground level (Photo 3-13).  Evidence for internal 
configuration of the northern section of the building was provided by the presence of three regularly 
spaced stone pads which would have supported internal columns running north-south along the 
centre of the northern part of the brewery. 
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Photo 3-12: View to northwest 
from the southeast corner showing 
the slope eastwards down to the 
creekline.  The brick footings of 
the house in the foreground are 
built in fill.  Digital photo: 
P3300026, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-13: View to east showing 
the cut for the brewery cellar.  Fill 
to the left was left in place so as 
not to destabilise the section 
within the Conservation Zone.  
Note the cut for the staircase 
entrance into the cellar and the 
sump just before the scale. Robbed 
wall trench runs along the southern 
edge of the cellar. Digital photo: 
Wk 3, P4130014, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-14: Western end of the 
brewery cellar with the remains of 
a stone footing, Lot 102W, 
southern area. Note that the cellar 
fill extends further to the west. 
Digital photo Wk 3: P4130013, 
Scale 1m. 
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Photo 3-15: View to north over the 
yellow shell and sand mortar 
bedding that was the base for a 
flagged floor that was completely 
removed. Note the clear 
demarcation on the eastern and 
western sides where the building 
ends. Cut by maternity hospital 
footings. Digital photo Wk 4: 
P4190102, Scale 1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-16: Sump and drain 
running to the north, in the floor of 
the brewery cellar, Lot 102W, Area 
C. Digital photo Wk 3: P4160071, 
Scale 1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-17: Looking eastwards 
along the end of the drain running 
to the creekline. Wk 4: P4190112, 
Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Yellow shell mortar 
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They were located at approximate centres of 4.2m (13.6ft) from the side walls.  Along the eastern 
side the building projected outwards as shown on the 1844 plan (Fig. 2-7).  This may have been the 
base of a small tower or chimney.  In the area of the cellar only one course of the western stone 
footing survived (Photo 3-14).   
 
In the eastern end of brewery cellar floor there was a sump designed to collect water and feed it into a 
box drain running northwards before turning to the east to empty into the creekline (Photos 3-13, 3-
16, 3-17).  There was no base to the drain and the bricks were laid in a gravely material.  It may have 
been a possible soak pit below the brick drain.  This gravely fill was excavated to a depth of 550mm 
but it still continued deeper.  The sump and box drain were made with flat sandstock bricks with no 
mortar.  The sump was eight courses deep while the drain was up to six courses in depth.  The bricks 
measured 230 x 120 x 70mm.   
 
 
The Demolition  
As noted above nearly all of the stone and brick building materials used in the brewery were removed 
with the demolition of the brewery.  The void of the cellar was backfilled with a large quantity of 
demolition material, rubble stone and broken sandstock bricks.  The bricks in the demolition rubble 
were the same as those found in the drain and sump, suggesting they were related to the construction 
and demolition of the brewery.  Also found within the demolition material were large pieces of metal, 
some with regularly spaced small holes and they would have acted as a type of industrial-scale 
strainer within the brewery.   
 
Two of the artefact specialists (Ward and Stocks) consider that the artefacts from the backfill of the 
brewery were not associated with brewery-related activities as they were domestic in nature, possibly 
coming from nearby houses during the demolition of the brewery (Section 8.1, 8.3).  The dating of 
the cellar demolition, based on Parramatta rate assessments, would suggest that it was demolished by 
1865.  Yet there are a number of artefacts in this deposit that date after this time.  A gas nozzle and 
bracket found in the brewery rubble dates after 1873 as gas was not connected to Parramatta until 
after this time.38 
 
Within the demolition fill 234 ceramic fragments were recovered, comprising 86 items.  An ink 
bottle with a manufacturer’s mark of Lovatt & Lovatt dates from 1895.  Yet all the other basemarked 
ceramics (5) would fit into the pre-1865 date range.  If we assume that the cellar was backfilled at the 
same time the brewery was demolished then we also need to assume that most if not all the artefacts 
should date prior to 1865.  
 
Five glass artefacts were also found to date later than 1865:  

• marble stopper and part of the body from a Codd-patented aerated water bottle (1875–
1930s)   

• an oil/vinegar bottle with a registered basemark, with the date of 6 Feb, 1879 
• Vici Leather Dressing (leather dressing), (1880s+–1930s) 
• pickles/chutney bottle (1880–1940)  
• bottle dated from 1893.  

 
The dates of these eight artefacts, the time at which they were first manufactured, are in conflict with 
the historical evidence which suggests the brewery was demolished by 1865.  If this is accurate it 
therefore suggests these eight items were introduced into the backfill of the brewery later than the 
demolition of the brewery.  It is possible that the deposits of the brewery were disturbed by the post-
1865 occupants of the site who may have continued to use it to some extent as their backyard and 
disposed of these later artefacts into later pits excavated into the demolition backfill of the brewery.  
It is also possible they were introduced into this fill at the time of the construction of the 1950s 
maternity hospital.  A further source of disturbance may have been the c1990 demolition of the 
maternity hospital and the making of the carpark.  The top of the backfill of the brewery was 
                                                      
38 Stocks, Section 8.3.  
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immediately below any carpark levelling material and therefore it would have been relatively easy to 
introduce artefacts into this deposit (Photo 3-18).  In addition, as this demolition material was 
excavated by machine, small intrusions or pits would not have been visible.   
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-18: View to east showing 
the initial machine cleaning of the 
backfilled material within the 
brewery.  Red line outlines the 
corner of the brewery cut. Note 
the 1950s concrete strip footing 
cutting though the top of the 
demolition fill (arrowed). Wk 1, 
P4010003. Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1830s to 1903 House 
The 1830s house was built after 1831 and prior to 1844 based on the evidence of two of the plans 
(Figs. 2-6, 2-7).  Therefore it was built by one of four possible owners: perhaps prior to the death of 
Samuel Larkin (1835) or during the ownership of Lot 102W by Cordelia Larkin or after it was sold to 
Edye Manning in July 1838 or even by the brewery syndicate who bought the property in July 1838 
for £500.  The syndicate members were Arthur Scowler, Patrick Anderson and John Neilson who 
took out a mortgage of £1000 from the Bank of New South Wales.  The purchase price of £500 for 
the property by the syndicate suggests that there may have been two houses on the property in 1838 
at this time as it is very expensive price for a property with a single house.   
 
The house was described in 1859 as a ‘a neat brick, six roomed verandah cottage on a stone 
foundation, and let to a good tenant’.39  The house was still standing in 1902 and 1903 but was 
demolished by 1904.40  At that time it was occupied by Alfred Horsley, a farrier.41  Residents of this 
house between 1865 and 1903 included: Samuel Binge (1865), James Chisholm (1869-1870), George 
Boyce (1874-1894), James Klein Jnr (1895), and Alfred Horsley (1898-1902).  George Boyce 
appears to be the only long-term resident, with at least a 20 year occupation.   
 
There is a direct physical relationship between the house and the brewery as the house is immediately 
south of the brewery (Plans 2, 4, 5, 5.2).  There was little or no room between the rear wall of the 
house and the southern wall of the brewery.  There was an east-west fenceline at the corner of the 
brewery that provided a demarcation between the brewery and residential areas (Plan 4).  This line 
linked up with an earlier north-south fenceline which provided the property boundary between Lots 
102E and 102W.   
 
The remains of the house consisted of a sandstone footing for the western wall, a robbed wall trench 
for part of the northern wall, a brick footing probably part of a verandah and a timber structure 
evidenced by a series of post holes creating a rectangular structure with a central partition (Plans 4,  
                                                      
39 Sydney Morning Herald, 13 April 1859, 11.  
40 Rates tables, this report, Section 2, p37, Table 2.2.  
41 Sands Directory 1903.  
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Photo 3-19: View to east of the 
western stone footing of the 1830s 
house and the northern robbed 
footing trench (arrowed). 
Excavation on the timber part of 
the house (left) has not yet 
commenced. George Street is to 
the right, Wk 1, P4010018 Scale 
1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-20: View to east of the 
post holes for the timber part of 
the house. Note the regular lines 
of the structure and the central 
partition wall with three post 
holes. Note the closeness of the 
brewery cellar (left). An east-west 
fence line separates the southern 
part of Lot 102W from the main 
property occupied by the brewery. 
Wk 3, P4160078. Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-21: Detail of three 
postholes of the 1830s house.  The 
post pipes are larger than normal 
and the material backfilled into the 
post holes when the posts were 
removed contained quite a lot of 
white clay which made the fill 
quite hard to excavate.  Wk 3, 
P4130016. Scale 1m.  
 
 
 

Fenceline 
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4.2; Photos 3-19, 3-20, 3-21).  The sandstone footing is presumed to have had a brick superstructure 
for the front part of the house.   
 
Post holes are created by excavating a hole (post cut), placing the post upright then backfilling 
around the post, usually with the soil just dug out of the hole.  When the post is removed as part of 
the demolition of the structure a void is created—the post pipe—soil is backfilled into the post pipe 
to create the post pipe fill.  A post hole therefore is made up of four separate events, this is magnified 
further when post holes are recut to replace the post which typically happens with a timber structure.   
 
The diameters of the posts in the 1830s structure range in size from 220, 320 and 440mm.42  The post 
holes indicate that the timber house measured 27 ft by 11 ft (8.23 m x 3.35 m).  There is a distance of 
800–1100mm (2ft 6in–3ft 6 in) between the centres of the post-pipes of each post hole.  The post 
holes are consider to be quite large in diameter compared to excavations of convict huts.  The 
diameters of the post-pipes from the convict hut at Lot 69 George & Charles Street ranged in 
diameter from 110–200mm.  The size of the post pipes and the flatness of the base of those excavated 
suggest that they were used for stumps or larger posts rather than the typical bush posts of convict 
huts.  The footprint of the postholes suggests that we did find the post holes of a rectangular timber 
structure that has been removed when they were demolished.   
 
Another interesting feature about these post holes was the presence of pale grey clay in all the post-
pipe fills.  Higginbotham has identified a similar occurrence in the post holes of the convict hut on 
the nearby Blood Bank site, Lot 99, immediately east of Lot 102E.  In this example, as with other 
convict huts, the presence of white clay in the demolition layers associated with the convict hut is 
considered to provide evidence for wattle-and-daub construction.43  If this interpretation is applied to 
the white clay present in the post-pipe fills, created during the demolition of the timber structure, then 
it suggests that such material was around at that time.  While there may be other possible 
explanations for the presence of introduced white clay at the time of the demolition of the timber part 
of this house, they are not obvious.  The clay was not found in the surrounding natural soil, perhaps 
because the levels were cut down during the twentieth century, and there was some in the post 
packing fills which suggests the white clay was also present during the structure’s construction.  The 
use of white clay, either as part of a wattle-and-daub structure, or as another component in an 1830s 
house, is surprising.  By this period many of the 1790s wattle-and-daub convict huts had been rebuilt 
and re-clad with weatherboards.  This was the case with the convict-hut house within the 
Conservation Zone.  There is some evidence for recutting of the posts to rebuild part of the 1830s 
structure which suggests that the timber component of the house continued to be used for an extended 
period.  It may have been demolished with the remainder of the house c1903 or it may have been 
demolished earlier.   
 
In summary there was a timber component to the house built at the front of Lot 102W by 1844.  This 
timber component was built with larger-sized circular posts than is typical and the presence of white 
clay in the post–pipe fill indicates that the clay was present when the timber part of the house was 
demolished.   
 
None of the occupation deposits found within Lot 102W can be associated with the occupation of this 
structure with any high degree of certainty.  No substantive deposits post-dating the 1850s were 
found on this property other than artefacts within the backfill (3514) of the brewery cellar.  Many of 
these artefacts are not considered to be associated with industrial or commercial uses and therefore 
are considered to be residential in nature.  See Sections 4, 8.1 and 8.3 for discussion about this 
deposit and the types of artefacts.    
 
 
 
 

                                                      
42 Section 7:21 
43 Higginbotham 1994:21.   
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3.6 Lot 102 East Archaeology  
 
Summary of Occupation 

 Initially part of the property associated with the Convict Hut in Lot 102W but partitioned by 
1836.  

 Described as vacant or enclosed land in rate assessment books in 1860s, possibly used for 
grazing of livestock. 

 Creekline crosses north-south through this area.   
 House on George Street built by 1882 and extant in 1928 but demolished by 1951.   
 Drain shown on series of plans crossing diagonally from the southeast corner, 1895. This 

appears to follow a creek line indicated in 1804 on Evans’ plan (Fig. 2-7). In 1881 it was 
described as ‘an open and offensive sewer’ leading down to the river (Fig. 2-10).  

 Maternity hospital built in 1950s. 
 The eastern half of this portion is not within the current study area.   

 
 
3.6.1 1880s house 
Around 1882 a sandstock-brick house was erected within Lot 102E.  This property was mostly vacant 
land after the partition of Lot 102 in 1836.  Cyrus Fuller bought the land in 1880 for £100.  By 1882 
there was a house mentioned in the rate books valued at £32.  In 1882 the resident was Ann Fleming 
and in 1885 Ann Ivyford was the resident and in 1886 was operating a boarding house there.  
According to rates and Sands the tenants of this property change frequently.  The house appears on 
the 1928 aerial photo and was still present in the 1933 Sands.  The house appears to be demolished 
shortly before the construction of the 1950s maternity hospital.   
 
Prior to the construction of the brick house considerable fill was laid down in this area to raise the 
ground levels (See Section 7).  The depth of this deposit in the southern part of the site ranged from 
50 to 600mm (Photo 3-22).  Prior to the raising of levels in this area it was not possible to build on 
Lot 102E.  The placing of this fill appears to not have involved the encasing of the creekline within a 
drain but to have raised levels sufficiently so that this part of the creekline was not subject to flooding 
(Figs 2-9, 2-10).  Presumably there was some type of retaining wall to hold the fill back.  As Figures 
2-9 and 2-10 illustrate the deepest part of the drainage line was further to the east where it crossed 
George Street and it angled to the northwest by the time it crossed the northern boundary of Lot 
102E.  Therefore the c1882 building of this house indicates that the creekline within Lot 102E was 
substantially backfilled by this time but that the actual water channel was still present in 1894 (Fig. 2-
9) but was completely buried by 1905 (Fig. 2-12).   
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-22: Looking south 
towards George Street over the 
footings of the c1882 house built 
on top of the levelling fill. Wk 1, 
P3300035. Scale 1m.  
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Only the western part of the house was excavated as the eastern half was outside the limit of bulk 
excavation, and is within the laneway into the Blood Bank carpark.  The ground floor plan for the 
house consisted of a front verandah, and four rooms with a hallway running between the front two 
rooms (Plan 5.2, Photos 3-12, 3-22).  The verandah was at the front of the house and faced onto 
George Street.  It appears on the 1905 survey plan that the house may have been extended but no real 
evidence for a back extension was found (Fig. 2-12).  The concrete footings (3504) of the 1950s 
maternity hospital cut through the remains of the house and the backyard area (Plan 2, Photos 3-12, 
3-18).  No cesspit was found but it may be located in the Conservation Zone at the rear of the house, 
which includes the central part of Lot 102E.   
 
The house measured 7520mm x 4200mm with footings varying in height from 200–900mm.  The 
foundations were constructed of reused sandstock bricks.  Many of the bricks were only half bricks 
and were bonded together with sandy shell mortar.  No foundation trenches were found for any of the 
walls but there was no strong evidence to say the sand was placed between the footings once they 
were built.  The bricks are all sandstock but came in varying thickness and sizes.  Two examples of 
differing bricks were 220 x 105 x 75mm and 210 x 105 x 55mm.  No frogs were visible on any of the 
bricks.  The use of half bricks and flat sandstocks suggests that when this house was built c1882 it 
was by reusing earlier bricks.44    
 
The backyard area of the house was quite disturbed by the 1950s concrete footings and few other 
remains from the c1882 house were found. An area of sandstone flagging/paving was found to the 
north (Plan 5.2; Photos 3-12, 3-22).  The stone blocks were all quite regular in shape (approx. 400 x 
350mm) with chisel/pick marks visible on the stones.  The stone paving (3453) was laid above a 
service pipe and was therefore a later addition in the back yard and not part of the original 
construction of the house. The rest of the backyard was covered in a dark grey, uneven sandy deposit.  
There may have been other hard surfacing but no evidence of this survived.  
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 3-23: View to south along the 
fencelines adjacent to the c1882 brick 
house which marks the latest 
boundary between Lots 102E and 
102W. These post holes were 
excavated through the fill deposit.  
Digital photo: P34020021, Scale 1m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
With the laying of the levelling fill the boundary between Lots 102E and 102W was shifted 
eastwards.  A new timber fenceline was built immediately adjacent to the house (Photo 3-23).  This 
relocated an earlier fenceline which was approximately 5m further to the west.  The correct position 
of the partition boundary is shown on Plans 2, 4.2, 5.2 and is the one built when the c1882 house was 
built.  Therefore the c1882 house and the fenceline were built on the accurate property boundary.  
The approximately 5m difference between the two fencelines may indicate the level of inaccuracy 
between the early and later surveys.  The 1844 plan of Parramatta was basically undertaken to correct 
                                                      
44 The reuse of bricks has been found at the near by Parramatta Hospital site for a 1870s kitchen and other 
structures within this nearby property.  
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a series of mistakes in earlier surveys but our experience on a number of archaeological sites is that 
the 1844 plan is considered to be less accurate in the location of buildings than the 1823 plan.45  No 
archaeological features excavated at this site are thought to relate to the occupation of this house.  A 
few small items were found within the house such as buttons and beads (Photo 4-15).   
 
 
3.7 Lot 103 Archaeology  
 
3.7.1 The Well 
The Conservation Zone also protects the remains of a convict hut thought to survive within Lot 103.  
Due to road widening part of this hut is likely to be within the O’Connell Street footpath, as well as 
partly within the Children’s Court site (Plan 2).  A well (4101) was the main archaeological feature 
found within this area.  The diameter of the well was 2990mm and it was located approximately 2m 
north of the Conservation Zone (Plan 2).  The well had no surviving internal brick or stone lining.  It 
is assumed that the brick lining of the well therefore had been removed when the well was no longer 
being used and was backfilled.  As the natural soil in this area is loose sand for the top 4m the 
removal of this lining would have been quite a dangerous exercise.  The backfilling of the well must 
have been done at the same time as the well lining was removed because the sand would have been 
unstable due to the rising groundwater.  Because of the absence of a well lining archaeological 
investigation of the well was potentially quite dangerous.  We were therefore limited in how much of 
the backfill of the well could be excavated and by the appropriate methods available.   
 
 

 
 
 
Photo 3-24: Top of well immediately below 
carpark material. Wk 4, P4190090. Scale 1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-25: Well after half section of upper 
levels. Wk 4, P4200122. Scale 1m. 
 
 

                                                      
45 Carol Liston pers. comm. 
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Photo 3-26: The half-section was 
taken down further. This shows the 
compacting in the centre of the 
well to make it more stable during 
its use as a carpark. This deposit 
was now excavated down 1.5 m in 
the corner. Wk 4, P4210140. Scale 
1m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-27: We tried benching the 
area but the looseness of the sand 
made this impossible to work as 
the ground was unstable trying to 
get in and out of the well.  Wk 4, 
P4270064. Scale 1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3-28: A half section through 
the backfill of the well was 
machine excavated and the 
artefacts were collected.  Wk 5, 
P5040106. Scale 1m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Results 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                  Parramatta Children’s Court Site 
                                              Archaeological Investigation 

82

The initial work in the well was undertaken by hand, digging out quarter and half sections to 
understand the stratigraphy and if the deposits contained artefacts or were sterile as we had found at 
the George & Charles Street site, where only one of five wells on the site contained artefacts (Photo 
3-24).  Once we reached the OH&S limit of 1.5 m below the top of the well we tried to bench around 
it but the looseness of the sand made this too difficult to excavate within (Photos 3-25, 3-26).  It was 
decided to undertake further work by machine (Photo 3-27).  A half section through the well was 
excavated and the artefacts were collected (Photo 3-28).  Ground water was approximately 4m deep 
at the base of the well fill.  The excavation of the well backfill involved the excavation of seven 
separate deposits.  The main artefact-bearding deposits were contexts 4110 (159) and 4101 (115) 
(Table 4-3).   
 
The date of the discontinuation of the use of the well and its backfilling is around the 1870s (Section 
4.3.2).  The top of the well had been disturbed and compacted down, possibly for the hospital or 
carpark but also possibly for the tramway which ran just to the west of this area (Table 3-2; Figs. 2-
11, 2-12).  No remains of the tramway were found in this area suggesting that the cutting down in the 
area for the 1950s maternity hospital may have removed much of this evidence.  
 
 

Well Contexts 
Lot 103 Comment 

4102 some possible contamination of the deposit 
4103 some possible contamination of the deposit 
4104 contamination unlikely, same as 4135 
4105 limited possible contamination of the deposit 
4106 limited possible contamination of the deposit 
4110 limited possible contamination of the deposit 
4135 machine excavation of southern half of the deposit 

  
Table 3-2: This table reflects the stratigraphic relationships between the deposits.   
 
 
3.7.2 Terrace Housing 
The archaeological assessment had identified the possible presence of five small terrace houses on 
George Street towards the corner of O’Connell Street, three of them likely to be within the study 
area.  Once on site it was realised that the western area had been but down and that there was limited 
potential for these footings to survive.  As discussed above, very little of the 1830s masonry structure 
in Lot 102W survived due to cutting down of levels.  It should be noted that the remain of the two 
western terrace houses may still survive within the O’Connell Street footpath rather than within the 
Children’s Court property.  The cesspits from all five houses should be within the Conservation 
Zone, both within the site and within O’Connell Street.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


