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Executive Summary 
 
The archaeological remains excavated with the Stage 2b, Blood Bank area are associated with the 
rear yard areas of the 1830s to 1930s occupation of the site where the houses were located within the 
footprint of the existing Blood Bank building.  These remains are considered to be of high Local 
heritage significance.   
 
The removal of these remains is covered by the existing S60 approval for the site and no further 
approvals are required.  These remains are all within the footprint of the Justice Building.   
 
Analysis and interpretation of the remains and artefacts recovered from of this stage of the 
development works should be incorporated into the interpretation of the archaeological evidence 
throughout the precinct.   
 
The results of the archaeological works for Stage 1, Stage 1 Salvage and Stages 2a and 2b 
archaeological programs will be incorporated into the draft report which should be available in mid-
2006.   
 
Archaeological remains recorded during the archaeological program included:  
 

 Footings and floor of possible stables (Photo 3-4).  
 Cesspit with quantities of artefacts (Photos 3-5, 3-6, 3-7).  
 A row of postholes running north-south near the eastern edge of the site form the boundary 

fenceline between Lots 98 and 99 (Photo 3-9).  Most of the postholes had circular post-pipes 
and few artefacts. 

 West of this fenceline were two large circular features which appear to be tree boles.  Both 
appear to be contemporary with each other and both contained sterile fill.   

 Cutting the tree boles and running north-south was a shallow linear trench, possibly an 
agricultural trench or drainage trench associated with the early occupation of this allotment, 
possibly convict but more likely leaseholder (Photo 3-10).  Note the probable description of 
the garden for lot 99 in 1810.  

 Cutting the western edge of the agricultural trench was another row of postholes which seem 
to form a later north-south fenceline which is parallel to the boundary fenceline between Lots 
98 and 99.  It appears that the boundary may have shifted over time. 

 A stone fireplace was found on the south edge of the study area.  East of the fireplace were 
some postholes which may have been part of a structure/building that contained this fireplace 
(Photo 3-11).  This is thought to be the rear of another structure and should survive further to 
the south.  

 West of the fireplace were a number of pits and postholes all cutting each other, which 
suggest the continued reuse of this area over time (Photo 3-8). 

 North of the stone fireplace was a linear trench running east-west.  Initially it was thought to 
be part of a structure but after the removal of the electricity kiosk and twentieth-century fills 
on 14 December it was found that the trench continued westwards, curving slightly to the 
southwest.  The trench appears to be the remains of an early drain flowing towards an old 
creekline that flowed into Parramatta River.  No evidence of a structure was found but there 
was evidence that the trench had been recut and backfilled.  The trench is quite unusual as it 
narrows and widens, this may be due to the recutting and backfilling.  A number of sandstock 
bricks were found along the base of the trench but only at the eastern end and on either side 
of shallow post impressions at approximately 3 ft (900mm) intervals (Photos 3-12, 3-13).  
This suggests that part of the trench was reused at a later stage to support posts for a 
structure.  The backfilling of the trench contained both early artefacts (Chinese ceramics) and 
artefacts from the mid nineteenth-century. 
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Preliminary Results 
Archaeological Excavation Program 

Stage 2b Blood Bank 
Parramatta Justice Precinct 

Former Parramatta Hospital Site, Marsden and George Streets, Parramatta 
 
 
1.0 Background 
 
1.1 Background 
Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd were commissioned to undertake an archaeological excavation in the area to 
the north of the Blood Bank which was formerly a car park, as part of the ongoing archaeological 
excavation program on the former Parramatta Hospital Site, now the Parramatta Justice Precinct.  
The study area mainly consists of the back yard of Allotment 99 (Fig. 1-1, Photo 3-1).  This 
allotment contained a convict hut built in the 1790s.  The hut was located closer to George Street.  
The convict hut in Lot 99 (area of Blood Bank building) and the later 1830s house were excavated by 
E. Higginbotham in 1993.1  In the back yard area of the hut it was hoped to find remains associated 
with the convict and leaseholder occupation of the site, that is, structural remains, pits and artefacts 
and also evidence of the later nineteenth-century occupation of the site.  
 
 
1.2 Aims of this Report and Overall Reporting for the Parramatta Justice Precinct 
The aim of this report is to satisfy initial requirements to understand the results of the archaeological 
results for Stage 2b, the Blood Bank area.  The removal of the archaeology in this area was approved 
as part of the S60 application for the overall development of the study area.  The results of the 
archaeological works for Stage 1, Stage 1 Salvage and Stages 2a and 2b archaeological programs will 
be incorporated into the draft report for this area which should be available in mid-2006.  This will 
later be added to the results from the Stage 2c report.  The archaeological work for Stage 2c is likely 
to be undertaken during June and July 2006.  Following discussions with the NSW Heritage Office 
and Multiplex it was agreed that a single overall report for all stages of the project was the best way 
to proceed and to provide a solid comparative analysis and synthesis of the project rather than two 
disjointed and separate reports.   
 
 
1.3 Authorship 
The fieldwork in this area was directed by Mary Casey and Tony Lowe, managed by Tim Adams 
with the assistance of Jill Miskella.  This report was written by Jill Miskella and Dr Mary Casey.  
Tony Lowe, Director of Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd, reviewed this report.  
 
 
1.4 Heritage Significance 
Generally these remains are considered to fit within the high level of Local significance category.  
They are not the remains of the convict hut and they are not specifically remains associated with the 
convict period of occupation, nor associated with the convict hospital-occupation (1790-1840s) 
which has been given a level of State heritage significance.  The remains subject to excavation are 
those associated with the rear yard areas of the 1830s to 1930s occupation of the site where the 
houses were located within the footprint of the existing Blood Bank building.   
 

                                                 
1 Edward Higginbotham,  Report on the Archaeological Excavation of the Site of the New Blood Bank, 
Parramatta Hospital, George Street, Parramatta, NSW (1994). 
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Figure 1-1: Plan showing the location of the archaeological program for the Blood Bank area (yellow), 
Parramatta Justice Precinct.   
 
 
 
 
2.0 Brief Historical Background 
 
2.1 Historical Occupation  
In the 1990 report for the hospital site the historical development of this site identified the following 
occupations and developments.2  The Blood Bank site is on former lot 99.  A convict hut was on this 
property by 1790 and was still there on Brownrigg’s 1844 plan of Parramatta (Fig. 2-1).  Part of lot 
99 was leased by 1806 to John Nichols (Nichol), a possible convict but details are unclear.  The 
property of John Nichols in Parramatta was for sale in 1810:  
 

Two commodious Dwelling Houses, with a spacious Allotment of Garden Ground, with an Oven 
and all the Materials in the Baking Line, a good well constantly supplied with water, a Three-stall 
Stable, and every other convenience for the reception of a Family…3  

                                                 
2 Higginbotham, E.  1990  Historical and Archaeological Analysis of Parramatta Hospital, Parramatta NSW, 
for NSW Department of Public Works, pp. 13-14.  Also see Kass 1990:6-7, 12-13, 22-23, Parramatta Hospital, 
An Historical Analysis for an Archaeological Assessment of the Site (draft), for details of the historical 
research.  
3 Sydney Gazette 7 April 1810, 2c. 
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It is unclear if it included the subject property but it is highly likely.  Higginbotham does not 
comment in his excavation report if the description of this house matched the results of the 
archaeological program.4   
 
The next known resident was James Harrex who has the leasehold on this land by 1823 when he was 
granted a crown lease.  Harrex was an emancipated convict who arrived in 1797 and worked for the 
government.  He was entrepreneurial and had pastoral interests including 450 sheep which were 
subsequently lost in a flood.5  Harrex was also a government contractor and had contracts for 
building bridges and roads.  In 1813 he was convicted of stealing cattle and sent to Newcastle, a place 
of secondary punishment.  He was given a conditional pardon in 1817.  It is likely that Harrex resided 
in the house on lot 99.  Harrex died in 1825 and his surviving trustee was Samuel Marsden.6   
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 2-1: Detail of 1844 map with overlay of modern 
property boundaries.  The convict hut is arrowed and the 
later 1830s house is to the south, closer to George Street.  
PHALMS 2000  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By 1831 lot 99 was leased to John Moor, a publican.  There was a new tenant in 1837, John Foreman 
Staff, who was clerk at St Johns Church and also an auctioneer.  In 1837 the convict-hut house was 
demolished and a new house built on the George Street frontage in accordance with a design of John 
Staff.  It was built by James Houison for £325.  The estate was portioned in 1847.  Harrex’s daughter 
Sarah acquired the house in the partition.  He husband, James McRoberts, a local innkeeper, was 
eventually formally granted lot 99 in 18 June 1855.  The lot was later obtained by James Garvey 
following McRoberts bankruptcy.  Garvey’s wife sold it to Bridget King, wife of Isaac King in 
March 1873.  The Kings continued to own the property and operated a fuel yard.  The land was 
resumed by government in 1916 but the Kings remained in occupancy and operating their fuel yard 
until at least 1933.   

                                                 
4 Higginbotham, E. Report on the Archaeological Excavation of the site of the new Blood Bank, Parramatta 
Hospital, George Street, Parramatta, (Edward Higginbotham, for DPW, Health Department, August 1994). 
5 Kass 1990:12 
6 Kass 1990:22 
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Figure 2-2: 1895 plan showing the area under excavation, to the north of the Blood Bank.  
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3.0 Results of Stage 2b Archaeological Program 
 
3.1 Results of the Archaeological Program 
The excavation at the rear of the Blood Bank took place over a six-week period from 17 October to 
25 November 2005.  The preliminary clearing of the site was a slow process due to the depth of the 
fill deposits and extensive concrete slabs in the study area (Photo 3.2).  Dr Laila Haglund undertook 
testing for Aboriginal archaeology during the week of the 24 to 28 October.  The area was found to 
contain little potential for Aboriginal archaeology.  By 7 November a sufficient area had been cleared 
by machine to begin excavating historical features.  The final stage of the excavation took place 
between the 14 and 19 December after the removal of the Blood Bank substation.  Five main phases 
can be identified on site: 
 
Phase 5: Twentieth-century construction and infilling. 
Phase 4: Occupation of site from 1830s to1890s. 
Phase 3: Early convict and leaseholders’ settlement 1790s-1830s. 
Phase 2: Aboriginal Occupation. 
Phase 1: Natural Landscape. 
 
 
3.2 Settlement of site from 1830s to 1890s 
A black ashy deposit of coke, coal and coal dust was deposited throughout the site with lenses of 
crushed brick rubble within this fill.  This deposit would correspond with the Kings use of the site for 
a fuel storage yard until the 1930s.  In the central part of the site some sandstock brick paving was 
found sitting on this black deposit along with the remains of brick and sandstone footings (Photo 3-3 
3).  This black coal and gravel deposit covered most of the study area and was removed by machine 
to expose the earlier features below.  
 
The northern area of the site contained few archaeological remains.  Rubble stone footings and a 
compacted sandstone surface may be the remains of a probable stables building (Photo 3- 4). A 
rectangular structure with this alignment is evident on the 1895 Metropolitan Detail Plan of 
Parramatta.  Two large pits were also found in the northern part of the site.  Both were fully 
excavated, sample sieved and recorded.  Some lead-glazed pottery sherds were found in these 
features.  A number of small pits were also excavated in the southern end of the site, many of which 
had artefacts dating to the mid nineteenth century.  
 
In the southwest corner of the site were the remains of a cesspit (Photo 3-5, 3-6, 3-7).  This cesspit 
seems to be associated with a house built in 1837 along George Street and was still there in 1895.  
Both the house and cesspit are marked on the 1895 Metropolitan Detail Plan of Parramatta.  The 
western edge of the structure has been cut by twentieth-century footings.  The excavation of the 
southern half of the cesspit was completed after the removal of the Blood Bank electrical kiosk.  The 
cesspit was most likely a double cesspit.  The southern cesspit is brick lined but no bricks remained 
in the northern half.  Both cesspits were backfilled with the same fills, black ash and coal fill on the 
surface, red sand and clay in the middle while the bottom fill contained quantities of artefacts notably 
blue and white ceramics.  The lower half of the cesspit seems to have been backfilled sometime after 
the mid nineteenth century.  This cesspit was never plumbed into a main sewer line and although still 
extant on the 1895 plan may no longer have been in use at that time.   
 
The stratigraphy and the presence of these cesspits on the 1895 plan may suggest that 
Higginbotham’s phasing of this deposit of being laid down in the 1880s is incorrect and needs to be 
reassessed in light of the results of work in this area.  There are two likely interpretations of this 
deposit.  It was associated with the occupation of this house and grounds by the Kings who operated 
a fuel yard.  Fuel is presumed to be coal and timber.  While initially recorded in Sands in the 1880s 
this recorded use of the site reappears consistently in Sands from 1916 to 1933 suggesting that this 
may have been a long-term use deposit within the study area and relates to 40 to 50 years of 
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occupation.  This ashy coal deposit was laid prior to the construction of the early twentieth-century 
hospital buildings as the footings for these buildings all cut the black ash layer. 
 
 
3.3 Convict and Leaseholder Settlement  1790s -1830s 
The main concentration of earlier archaeological remains was in the southern portion of the site 
within 8m of the south boundary of the study area (Photo 3-8) and approximately 18m north of the 
convict hut.  There has been a lot of reuse in the southeastern part of the site with many of the 
postholes and pits cutting each other.  All of these features only became evident below the black ashy 
coal deposit.  Most of the features in this area may date from convict beginnings up to the mid 
nineteenth-century and contained low levels of artefacts. 
 

 A row of postholes running north-south near the eastern edge of the site form the boundary 
fenceline between Lots 98 and 99 (Photo 3-9).  Most of the postholes had circular post-pipes 
and few artefacts. 

 West of this fenceline were two large circular features which appear to be tree boles.  Both 
appear to be contemporary with each other and both contained sterile fill. 

 Cutting the tree boles and running north-south was a shallow linear trench, possibly an 
agricultural trench or drainage trench associated with the early occupation of this allotment 
(Photo 3-10). 

 Cutting the western edge of the agricultural trench was another row of postholes which seem 
to form a later north-south fenceline which is parallel to the boundary fenceline between Lots 
98 and 99. It appears that the boundary may have moved over time. 

 A stone fireplace was found right along the south edge of the study area.  East of the 
fireplace were some postholes which may have been part of a structure/building that 
contained this fireplace (Photo 3-11).  This is thought to be the rear of another structure and 
should survive further to the south.  

 West of the fireplace were a number of pits and postholes all cutting each other, which 
suggest the continued reuse of this area over time (Photo 3-8). 

 North of the stone fireplace was a linear trench running east-west.  Initially it was thought to 
be part of a structure but after the removal of the electricity kiosk and twentieth-century fills 
on 14 December it was found that the trench continued westwards curving slightly to the 
southwest.  The trench appears to be the remains of an early drain flowing towards an old 
creekline that flowed into Parramatta River.  No evidence of a structure was found but there 
was evidence that the trench had been recut and backfilled.  The trench is quite unusual as it 
narrows and widens.  This may be due to the recutting and backfilling.  A number of 
sandstock bricks were found along the base of the trench but only at the eastern end and on 
either side of shallow post impressions at approximately 3 ft (900mm) intervals (Photos 3-12, 
3-13).  This suggests that part of the trench was reused at a later stage to support posts for a 
structure.  The backfilling of the trench contained both early artefacts (Chinese ceramics) and 
artefacts from the mid nineteenth-century. 

 
A number of later features cut the northern edge of this linear drain trench.  Three large deposits 
of loamy brown levelling fill were evident north of the trench, filling shallow depressions and 
containing artefacts.  Some rubbish pits also cut the trench.  All of these features pre-date the 
black ash and coal deposit.  Soil and pollen samples were taken from many of the excavated 
features and from the natural soil.  The fills from a lot of the features were sample sieved.  All 
the features excavated were recorded, planned and photographed. 
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Photo 3-1: Looking west, view of excavated area (Stage 2b) north of the Blood Bank building. The green 
substation at the rear of the building was also later removed. 

 

Photo 3-2: East facing section below Blood Bank substation showing the depth of fill which existed above the 
archaeological remains in the study area.  These fills were removed by machine.  Scale 1m. 
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Photo 3-3: View to west showing remains of sandstock brick paving and sandstone structures within the black 
ash deposit.  This was removed after being recorded.  Scale 1m. 

Photo 3-4: Sandstone footings and cobbled flooring of a probable stables structure which was later cut by 
twentieth-century footings.  View to the south, scale 1m. 
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Photo 3-5: Looking south, brick cesspit in background and top of another square pit (possibly double cesspit) 
where bricks have been removed.  This structure is shown on the 1895 plan.  Scale 1m. 
 

Photo 3-6: Double cesspit, showing half-sections through the fills.  Both features appear contemporary with 
similar fills.  View to south, scale 1m. 
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Photo 3-7: Deposit in the brick cesspit showing some of the ceramics found in the backfill. Scale 30cm. 
 

Photo 3-8: Southern end of excavated area with many features cutting each other showing the continued reuse 
over time in this area.  Scale 1m.  View to the west. 
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Photo 3-9: Row of postholes running north-south mark the boundary between allotments 98 and 99.  

Photo 3-10: View south along a shallow agricultural/drainage trench with test trenches excavated through the 
fill.  In the background this feature cuts two earlier tree boles.  Right of centre is another row of postholes, 
possibly another fenceline.  Scale 1m. 
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Photo 3-11:  Looking north with stone fireplace right along southern edge of site.  The postholes to the east 
may be part of the structure containing this fireplace which extends to the south.  Scale 1m. 
 

Photo 3-12: View to west along linear trench, which appears to be a robbed brick drain that extended 
westwards towards an old creekline.  Some later fills cut the northern edge of this trench.  Scale 1m. 
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Photo 3-13: Brick and circular post impressions in the eastern end of the linear trench which are part of a later 
structure cutting the drain trench possibly reusing the excavated trench to support the posts.  View to east. Scale 
500mm and 1m.  
 
 
 


